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CHAPTER L 



Preliminary observations — Ignorance of Virginian CHAP. 
/ustory during the reign oj Charles I. accounted ^' 
for — Materials Jor history did ahacys exist in 
Virginia — Plan of provisional government — Con^ 
jectures as to the real vievjs of the king — Peaces- 
able and dignifed deportment cf Fir^inia^ af 
ter the dissdution of the compary — Str F. fVy^ 
att administers the government until the arri- 
val of a royal governor — fVar with Indians 
— Battle of Pamunkey — Indians retreat to Ma* 
tapony — Accession of C/iarles I. — His plan of 
government Jor Virginia — Sturgeon fishery-^ 
Captain Nathaniel Basse commissioned to ransom 
prisoners from the Nansamonds — Hopes of th^ 
Colonists raised by a letter ft om privy council-^ 
depressed by reports ofaproje cted monopoly of their 
staple — 7 hey receive satisfaction on this head; 
but are prohibited all trade with the low coun* 
tries — Proposals of king respecting tobacco ; di^ 
rects cm assembly tUc^ithiiio.htd io /,^tc a into 
consideration — Dmth of sir G. Teardky ; his 
character — Council appoint captain F. IV^^t go- 
vernor — A thousand new settu rs arrive — Jolm 
Pott governor — Lord Baltimore arrives — Test 
tendered to htm; he refuses it — /L^scmbly lay the 
proceedings before the king — Irruption of the Pa* 
munkies and Chickahotnitues — -Commissioners 
. appointed to treat about peace and i\xchimge if 
prisoners — Another session ofassemhly^^Sir Juhn 
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ITervey governor; his retigious regulations ; hti 
plausible pretences — Prosecution against Pott the 
late governor^ for stealing cattle: his conviction ; 
he is reprieved — Governor's exactions multiply 
" 'His proclamations supply the place of laws — • 
Several judicious rejgulatiohs respecting police ^ and 
a spirit of enterprize excited — Public discontent 
encreases — A session of assembly ; it is resolved 
that the governor shall not raise money but by con- 
sent of assembly^ nor levy war, but by advice of 
council — Acts of former assemblies repealed — 
King's commission to Dorset and others — Ano- 
ther destructive irruption ofPamunkies and Chick- 
ahominies-^ An alarming scarcity — A session of 
tissembly-^Peacc concluded VDith the Indians — 
Discovery of an extensive land speculation by the 
governor and others — Conveyance of Maryland to 
lord Baltimore — Firginia remonstrates against 
the grant — Decision of privy council — Liberal 
conduct of Firginia on thus occasion to Maryland 
— Good understanding interrupted by the conduct 
of Claiborne — Claibohie flies to Firginia ; is re- 
claimed by commissioners from Maryland ; is 
sent to England by Hervey^ together imththe 
proofs and ivitnescvcs against htm- — Ncv) exacti- 
ons ofUar'Dey — Council suspend him from his go- 
vcrmnent — Assembly calkd^ on the petition of the 
planters ^ to collect the proofs anddraiv tip the ac- 
cusadon against him — Dimshn of the country in- 
i9 s hires — Names ofthcdivmom^-^Orderofprivy 
council, making En '^land sale port of entry — Pre- 
tended motive for this ordinance' ^Reception of th& 
colony^ s commissioners in England — liervey is ac- 
quitted by the king without a hearing; is sent 
Back to resume his government — Immediately af 
Hrhe apfjoints sir IF. Berkeley governor — Motivei 
/or this appointment i, 



HISTORY. 



^HE first eighteen years of the settlement of CHAP. 
Virginia, disclose a series of events, so well at- ^' 
tested by tlie striking coincidents of the events preiimina- 
tod concurrence of cotemporary historians, that ry obtcrra- 
all ground of cavil against Aeir authenticity tiont. 
is removed ; and they have fairly sustained 
thdr claim to that credit, which is due to his- 1624. 
tory. 

The ardor and intelligence of Smidi, and the 
admirable order induced by the use of assemr 
blies, gave to the transactions of the colony, a 
body and spirit to which they are indebted for 
this clearness and correspondence. To these cau- 
ses in justice should be added, the public spirit 
and intelligence of the London company and 
their parliamentary practice of minuting and re- 
cording the proceedings of their own body. 

But soon as the proprietary government sank 
beneath the arm of prerogative, the chain of facts 
is broken, and a black and melancholy chasm 
supplies the place of method and arrangement. 
During the existence of the proprietarj^ govern- 
ment, historians could scarcely diiVt:r m the rela- 
tion of facts : After its dissolution, there \ras 
hardly any chance of their agreement, or any 
means of reconciling or detecting tlieir jnconsist* 
tncies. The well grounded apprehensions excit* 
td among the colonists by the rcaill of their char- 
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6 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, ter, and the character of the king, prevented them 
from immediately repairing the breaches made in 
1624. ^^^^^ records by the hand of power. The letters of 

the governor and council in Virginia to the privy 
council, are marked by a coldness, a jealousy, 
and distance, but ill calculated to supply by con- 
jecture or analogy, the want of more genuine 
matter ; and the members of the British council, 
in the true spirit of courtiers, haughty, insincere, 
and incommunicative, confirmed the disgust and 
jealousy of the colony, by their cold and stunted 
communications ; sq that the man who should 
f^ndeavor to depict the state of arts and man- 
ners, the military and civil events withiti the 
colony, by the help of this correspondence, wiU 
be infallibly disappointed. 
Ignorrfijw ^ If due weight be allowed to these considerati^ 
historyfdur- ^ns, whatever regret it may occasion, it ought 
Sngthe reign to excite little surfwize, that there is not a single 
of Charles I. historian, European or American, who does not, 
accounted j,^ relating the events for many years subsequent 
to 1624, display a melancholy ignorance of his 
subject. Materials were alike wanting to them 
all ; and this was a defect in this sort of compo- 
sition, which no vigor of capacity, no general 
learning however extensive, could possibly coun- 
terbalance* ^ 

Materials ^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ deserving notice, that materials 
for history Sufficiently ample for the purpose of history, did 
riid aiwavs always eKist in Virginia: Previous to the gene- 
exfsi in\ n* r;il developement of improvement within the state, 
S*'*^**' they were piled together without order or digest 

in the urchivfs of the government. Long before 
tlie revolution, the curiosity of some individuals 
cauticjusly intruded on their privacy: It was sug- 
gestcd, that at some future day, they might con- 
duce to the oniament and advantage of the state ; 
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VIRGINIA: 

And henceforth some regard and attention began 
to be paid to their preservation ;* but the revo- ^^ 
lutioB, as if spuming the use of precedent and j^j^ 
authm-ity, threatened to cut off all communica- 
tion between the republic and her fore-fathers^ 
by consigning to the flames^ or to some other 
mode of destruction, the records of the state. A 
single copy, compiled and preserved by the pious 
care of an individual,t alone survived the wreck ; 
destined like the ark of Noah, to preserve the fe. 
mily of national annals from extinction, and re- 
store them to their station in history. 

Without this copy, the only one in exist- 
ence, it is possible like Dr. Robertson, to make 
ingenious and sensible reflections, and even to 
seize a few leading facts, which being the com- 
mon property of several nations, could not be sup- 
posed to founder in the wreck of Virginial re- 
cords ; but for any purposes of historical detail 
and accuracy, so &r as a series of facts and a lu- 
cid arrangement arc desirsble, without these re* 
cords, it is not possible to ^Tite a faidiful, full, 
and authentic history of Virginia. 

These observations are thought necessary to 
explain to the reader the irreconcileable variance 
*be will find between the transactions of this vo- 
lume, and those of my predecessors ; to guard 
against the surprise, perlmps the incredulity, that 
men of such high literary reputation, should have 
written fables instead of history ; and to set aside 
any imputation of vanity or arrogance, which might 
personally be objected to me, in aflfectiiig thus to 
know more of my subject, than men, whose re- 

* Th€ state house was burnt duiing the rebelfiDn of Ea* 
con, in 1676, in 1698, and during^ the administration of 
Gooch. But the main loss sustained of vaki^blc maVciiuli 
for history, was during the revolution. 

t Colonel Byrd, of the pwish of Weitoycr, 
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CHAP, putations have been consecrated by the voice of 
^•^ posterity. 
^^24 Judgment was scarcely pronounced in his fa- 

vor by the judges of his own court against tho 
company, when the king impatient to exercise^ 
his power as sole proprietor, and vain of the occa- 
sion presented him of displaying his talents at le- 
gislation, appointed by his sole authority, a provi- 
Plan of pro- sional government to administer the afiairs of the 
▼isioMl go- colony, until time and study should enable him to 
digest a plan of permanent government, for which 
task, with his usual self complacency, he imagin- 
ed himself peculiarly fitted.... This commission, 
which may be considered as a sort of interregnum, 
consisted of a governor and eleven assistants ; and 
it is remarkable as the first voluntary experiment 
in English history, of ^n administration formed 
avowedly on principles of accommodation. It com- 
prised the warmest advocates of the former go- 
vernment, together with its most inveterate ene- 
mies ; and with a liberality, which is not easily re- 
conciled with tlie character and conduct of the king, 
sir F. Wyatt, who had with so much ardor, Sup- 
ported the rights of the proprietors, was appoint- 
ed governor. 
1 8th Sept. Th e commission after a general recital of pow- 
i»25. ers, which appear to go the full length of execu- 

tive, legislative, and judicial autliority; besides 
the governor, recites the names of Francis West, 
sir G. Yeardley, George Sandys, Roger Smith, 
Ralph Hamer, John Martin, John Harvey, Sa- 
muel Mattl'iews, Abraham Piercy, (Percey) Is- 
rael Miiddison, and William Claiborne. A pro- 
vibion is made in the instrument for the possible 
death of Jiir F. Wyatt, by the nomination of sir 
tj* Yeardley ; and die death of Yeardley is again 
provided for by die nomination of Harvey ; after 
i\hichtiic uisbistants are instructed generally tQ 
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provide for vacancies by elections amongst them- CH\P» 
selves. No mention is made of an assembly ; ^* 
and considering that the project was not intended ^^^^ 
to be permanent^ it was probably the king's in- 
tention to exclude from the simple machme of 
his provisional government, the tardy delibcrati- 
ons and possible opposition of a popular body. If 
it be permitted us to judge by his lofty notions of 
the dissolute power and sacred nature of ro3ral go- 
vernment, and his haughty and often contemp* 
tuous deportment towards his partiaments, we 
should perhaps be justified in construing his si- 
lence on this interesting head, into a determina- 
tion of governing without a legislature.* But 
the probabilities, which in a general view seem 
to fevor this analogy, must receive considerable 
qualification from the particular circumstances of 
the times* The lofty tone of prerogative was 
evidently on the decline ; while parliaments were 
making daily accessions to their power and au- 
thority. The measures of the king were observ- 
ed with a vigilant and jealous attention. The 
establishment of arbitrary principles of govern- 
ment in Virginia wotild not fiiil to alarm the ad- 
vocates of freedom at home, by betraying the 
king's unfortunate and inveterate bias in favor of 
despotism, and his aversion to freedom ; and the 
disaffection of the colonists would swell into a gale 
the breath of public indignation. The character 
of die governor too, and of a majority of tlie 
memba^ of the provisional government, seem to 
forbid tliis conclusion. 



• It will be recollected too, that one of the reasons al- 
ledged by the commissioners why the proprietary gorem- 
tnent should be dissolved, was, " that the course was too 
popular." 

B 
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10 HISTORY OF 

CHAP. But whatever were the intentions of the kii\^> 
^' his plans were rendered abortive by his death* 
March 27 ^^^ colony continued to be governed as before 
1625. ' the recal of the charter, by an executive council 
and an assembly of representatives chosen by the 
people^ 
Ordcrlyand During the alarming suspence, between the 
dignified de dissolution of the proprietary, and the adoption of 
th ^™oT- ^^ ^^ provisional government, the conduct of tlie co- 
nists after lo^^ists was invariably marked by great order 
dissolution and moderation. After the recal of their charter, 
of the com- they had, properly speaking, no lawful govem- 
P^y- ment;andthepeople mightbe saidtohave beenre- 

leased from all ties of subordination and obedience 
..•.Yet, so confirmed were the liabits of rational 
submission and decent manners, that the ordinary 
operations of government, and the settled regula- 
tions of laws and commerce, were carried on un- 
embarrassed by riot, and unstained by excesses. 
But the moderation of the colonial government was 
mingled with a proper sense of their own dignity, 
and their duty to their constituents. Two iastan- 
ces are transmitted to us of the seasonable exerti- 
ons of this becoming spirit, 'which shed consider- 
able splendor on the decline of their power, Mar- 
tin, a member of the first council, whose name has 
been frequently coupled, in the first volume of the 
History of Virginia, with feebleness and pre- 
sumption ; and whose extravagant claims and un- 
founded calumnies had embittered the last moments 
ofthe former government, and hastened its dissolu- 
tion, continued to urge his right to a seat in the 
council of the colony; andhisclaim was supported 
by the authority and even command of the king. 
( Jipdward Sharpless, whose treacheiy to the gov- 

ernment in 1624, was punished by the loss of his 
ears, Uiid his complaint before the privy council. 
U'hc kiiig, pretending to see in this transaction on- 
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ly premeditated insult and defiance to his autho- CHAP. 
rity, uttered his resentment, in angry invective ^^ 
and denunciation against the governor aad assem- ^^2$. 
bly : Yet did the Virginia government continue 
obstinately to reject the pretension of Martin, and 
justify their treatment of Sharpless.* 

This noble and spirited resistance justified by 
unanswerable arguments, and strengthened by o\L 
vious motives of expediency, did not fail to cflfect 
a change even on the haughty mind of the king. 
Time had been allowed for the prejudices indus- 
triously raised against the government and consti- 
tution of the colony, to pass away ; and he proba- 
bly had begun to discover, that the faction, whose 
clamors had assisted him in taking the govern- 
ment out of the hands of the old proprietors, were 
actuated only by mean and selfish considerations. 
It has been frequendy observed in history, that 
traitors have l>ecome objects of detestation and ab- 
horrence to the most unprincipled t}Tants, even 
the' they condescend .to reap the benefit of their 
treason. The conduct of James afibrds an addi- 
onal evidence in support of this opinion ; and it 
must be a source of consolation to the advocates of 
justice and good faith, that there appears every 
where a natural and necessary policy, which will 
inevitably rise in judgment against the base and 
interested agents of apostacy and treason. 

I HAVE before me, a letter from the governor 
and council in Virginia to the privy council in 
England, full of thanks to his majesty for taking 
off the imposition on tobacco ; and for his assur^ 
ance, *' That none of the obnoxious characters 
of the hostile faction, should be entrusted with 
any power or command within the colony."! 

* Ancient Records, MSS. 

t Ancient Records, MSS. penes me— ^ee Appendix — 
Wyalt, under the head correspondence. 
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CHAp. Sir f . Wyatt still remaned in Virginia, vmt* 
^' ing the arrival of his successor.^ The death of 
1625. his father rendered his presence in Ireland neces- 

Sir F. Wy- sary, for the management of his private concerns ; 
attadminis- and the unsettled state of the country, held out no 
ters the go- inducements to him for deferring this prudent and 
SThTar. P^^^^ intention. His authority had legally termi- 
rival of the Elated by the recal of the charter; but his patriot- 
royal gover- ism and honor forbade him to desert his govem- 
nor* rocnt, at a season so full of peril and uncertainty* 

The hostility of the Indians continued ; and the 
utmost address of government ; and the most cau- 
tious and watchful attention of individuals, were 
required to guard against the suddenness and se- 
War with crecy of Aeir movements, f^^^sed by the f^en- 
Indians. eral example, the peaceable Opitchapan appeared 
in arms at the head of lus countrymen, and dis- 
played a spirit and skill not unworthy the heir of 
Powliataa. 
Battle oFPa- Hj g ^^st encounter with the colonists took place 
toun cy. ^^ ^j^^ close of the preceding year, in the neighbor- 
hood of Pamunkey, where he was opposed by the 
governor in person^ at the head of a chosen body 
of regulars enured to labor, and fully acquainted 
with the country and the various stratagems of 
Indian warfare. Eight hundred bowmen, of the 
tribe of Pamunkey, composed the main body of 
the Indian army; the remainder consisted of de- 
tachments from the neighboring tribes ; but the 
total strength and the minuter incidents of the con- 
flict are buried in that obscurity, which conceals 
every tiling relating to the history of this singulai* 
people. We arie Hot even prepared for the en- 
counter, by any preliminary explanation of its im- 
mediate causes ; of the plan of attack, of the feats 
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of individuals, or particular detachments. No 
mention is made . of Opechancanough : No at- ^^^^ 
tempt to account for his absence from a bat- j"^^ 
tie fought in his own dominions, and principally 
byhis own tribe, the whole force of which was 
brought out on the occasion. According to the 
letters of the council, Ae enemy at length gave 
way, h^ing left a number of dead on the field, and 
witnessed tJie destruction of their habitations and 
com^ The same letters admit the loss on their i^^^,^, ^^ 
part of 16 wounded, and frankly confess their ina- treat to Mo- 
bility to proceed to Matapony* for the want of am- upooy • 
munition. This town was the principal depot of 
the Indians, and the rallying point of their troops; 
and their acknowledged inabUity to reach It, altho* 
only four miles distant, proves that the battle was 
by no means decisive* 

One feet is however, sufficiently established, 
even by this imperfect account. The Indians it 
appears, had not yet abandoned their habitations 
in the neighborhood of the colonists; by which we 
may infer, that their strength was yet unlw-oken, 
and that no material impression had yet been made 
on them, notwithstanding hostilities had been car- 
ried on for two years, embittered on both sides by 
circumstances of peculiar malignity. 

Th e tumult and hurry of a coronation, and af- 
terwards the serious press of business, left not 
Charles or his council leisure to attend to the fe* 
vorite project of the late king, a constitution for 
the colony ; and the plan of a provisional govern- 
mentwas adopted without any other variation, 
save the omission of the names of Wyatt, Mar- 
tin, and Maddison ; and the addition of John Pott 
doctor of physic, WilKam Tucker, James Whita- 
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CHAP, kcrs, Edward Blaney, and William Farrar. Tlie 
^' executive thus composed, consisted of fourteen 
j^2s, members including sir G. Yeardley, who was.no- 

minated gbvemor,' and William Claiborne, secre- 
tary of state. This project, like the former,, is in 
the body of the commission, expressly declared 
to be only provisional,* until the king *^^' could find 
more convenient means, upon mature advice, to 
give more ample directions for the same." No 
mention is made in the commission, nor in the bo- 
Scpt. 13, dy ofinstructipns, of an assembly ; and we are a- 
1626. gain left entirely' to conjecture, as to the king's in» 

tentionson this interesting point. 

The same arguments which have been used to 
impeach the motives of James on a similar occasi- * 
on, will apply with greater force to his son, who^ 
to manners and a deportment more engaging and 
amiable, added all tne pedantry of his father, and 
his high and inflexible notions of prerogative. 

All the historians, who relate the events of Vir*- 
ginia during this period, have mistaken the king's 
commission to the governor and council for the 
constitution of government; and not being able to 
find any mention of an assembly in this instrument, 
they rashly concluded that the colony was disfran- 
chised by the king. A more attentive examina- 
tion of the commissions and more especially of 
the instrument in question, would liave enabled 
Ihem to correct this mistake. The commissions 
to the governor and council, in general, did no- 
thing more than sanction the office, and define the 
powers of the executive. The commission to sir 
G. Yeardley and sir F. Wyatt ; and even that to 
sir W. Berkeley did no more : When we hear 
the government of the colony in 1625, thanking 
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lames for his assurance, that ncMic of the enemies 

of the former government should be employed 

in Virginia, and recollect that his intentions, as ^^26. 
well as his plan of government, were professed 
to be adopted in spirit and substance by his suc- 
cessor ; and when in the very body of the com- 
mission to George Yeardley, lus powers are pre- 
cisely andcxpressly limited to thesphere of execu- 
ti\e duties J for i/jejive^ last years preceditigj which 
Has exactly the number of years, Virgmia was 
blessed with a constitution and assembly ; when 
it is known too, that assemblies convened and sat 
every year during the reign of Charles, and that 
the king, so far from viewing their sessions as an 
usurpation of his authority, did himself in 1627, 
fexpressly direct their meeting, as will be seen, 
for special purposes; it is reasonable to infer, 
it was his intention tliat the legislative depart- 
ment should flow in its former channels. But 
wJiatever way this question shall be decided, there 
is complete evidence that the colony did so in- 
terpret the language of the king. Assemblies 
convened and deliberated in die usual form, un- 
checked and uninterrupted by royal interference, 
from the dissolution of the proprietary govern- 
ment, to the perkxl, when a regular constituuon 
was sent over witii sir W. Berkeley, in 16394 

Meanwhile the colonists proceeded regular- 
ly in their usual train, occasionally alarmed by 
reports of oppressive monopolies of tlieir staple, 
and of intended changes in their government : But 
they preserved an attitude tranquil and dignified. 
The correspondence between their executive and 
the privy council continued uninterrupted, la 
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t Head correspondence. 

% Paper H. H. in General Appendix, vol. IV. 
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CHAP, one of these tetters, the king is congratulated on 
his accession to the throne with becoming polite- 
ness J and the colonists render him thanks for 
adopting his father's friendly disposition towards 
Vii^inia.* We are not tdd what part of his con- 
duct it was, which drew out this excess of praise : 
perhaps it ought to be considered only as one of 
those strokes of flattery or finesse, which are con- 
sidered essential to a suit at court. The same 
letters added, that the Indian war languished for 
the want of powden 

No battle of any account had be^n fought since 
the defeat of Otiatan : But the hatred and abhor- 
rence of both sides, continued unabated; and 
the settlements of the colonists were necessarily 
contracted, for the purpose of affording to each 
other mutual support and security, A consider- 
able space, which lay between the Virginians 
and their enemies, was laid waste with fire, for 
the purpose of disclosing the stealthy approaches 
of the Indians, who under cover of the long grass 
and under- wood, and the gigantic shield of the oak 
and cypress, were able to advance unperceived, 
and rise up all at once almost from under the very 
feet of their enemies. But this bouiKiary of fire 
could not always restrain the fury, nor elude the 
skilt of the Indians, who instructed by experi^ 
ence in their inability to cope in pitched battle 
with the compact battalion and the dreadful arms 
of their enemies, wisely contented themselves 
with shorf and sudden incursions for plunder and 
revenge. For this sort of warfere, as they werp 
admirably fitted, so they were often successful*; 
and they fi^quently carried into captivity some 
of the colonists, whom they had surprised or 
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overpowered; aiid carried oflf their com and cat- CHAP. 
tie. ^ 

A STURGEON fishery is spoken of as existing at 
this time in Virginia, the expences of which, at 
this date, were stated to be 1700/. We are not in- *^2^- 
formed whether this establishment was set on foot f!u'^^^ 
by the government, or by private adventurers. 
The experiment however did not meet the expec- 
tations of the projectors, and itappears to have been 
about this time abandoned.^ 

The nature of the Indian war, by making tra- 
velling unsafe, unless in strong parties, produced 
a partial alteration in the mode of admmistering 
justice. Tlie plantations which were most expos- 
ed, were severally provided with a special com- ■ 
mission of four judges, who were empowered to 
decide all controversies absolutely, when the of- ^•P***" ^• 
fences were not capital. Acaptaiu .^'athaniel Bass nnssiooedio 
with tliree others, are named as composing one of ransom pn- 
these commissions.! As the same Nathaniel Bass loncrs fiom 
was shortly after deputed to ransom some prison- ^'»"**- 
ers taken by the Nansamonds, it is prol^able that "^^^ *' 
his judicial commission was exercised on the Wa- 
rasqueake plantation. J 

So deep an impression had the massacre of 162 2 
made on the fears of the colonists, that the slight- 
est rumors of a new attempt of the same nature, 
set all the plantations in commotion. This agita- 
tion is equally visible in the letters of the privy 
council, in the resolves of assemblies, and the 
proclamations of the executive. The highest cou- 
rage and vigilance, and all their superiority in dis- 
cipline and arms, were barely sufficient to support 
a contest witli men, whose cunning and sagacity 
were not to be matched, and whose feelings were 
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CH^. wrought Up to madnessi However the colonbta 
^1^^^ have been willing to speak contemptuously of their 
1416 enemies^ their conduct bespoke at (Mice their ap- 

prehensions and reject. The spirit of Powhatan 
lived in the midst of his people : To use his own 
expressive language, the thirty tribes which com- 
posed die empn'e he had formed, were '* all bro- 
thers and Powhatans.^* The mission of captain 
Bass to the Nansamonds, is complete evidence of 
a revolution in the minds of the colonists^ in their 
opinions respecting this people. Even in modern 
times, a bare proposal &>r an exchange of prison- 
ers, is a tacit acknowledgment of the power of our 
opponents. It will be seen, by an bye, that truces 
were occasionally proposed by the ccJonists, and 
that these traces were made perhaps on both sides, 
and broken, when favorable occasions of surprize 
and aggression presented themselves. 

The transctions of this year were wound up 
by a proclamation from the governor and council 
directing a general vigilance and caution against 
tfie Indians, who, according to information, medi- 
tated another massacre ; and strictly forbidding a 
wasteof gun-powder.* Several comniissionswere 
atthe same time issued,to marchagainstthis people. 
1 52^^ Th e year 1 627 opened with better prospects to 

the colony. A letter from the privy council an- 
Hopesofthe nounces the king's determination to preserve in- 
sed^byTlSi violate, all the former interests of Virginia. Not- 
tcr from the withstanding the equivocal nature of the word in- 
privy coun- terests, the colonists were determined to construe 
<^11« it in the sense most favorable to their wishes ; and 

it was solemnly considered as an assurance, that 
their darline government by assemblies, was gua- 
ranteed to them by the sacred promise (rfmajesty.f 

• Ancient Records. 

t iWflfeff^— Sir G, Yeardlef — head correspondence. 
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SoMErcportsmadetheirirayintoVirginiaatthis CHAP. 
timC) which sensibly checked their jojr on this oc- ^^^^ 
evasion.. .Amr. Amis wasin treaty witnthekin^for 15^"""" 
an exclusive contract for tobacco. His profect, Depmsed 
which seems to have been listened to wim a fa- bjr reporu 
vorable ear, contained a clause> by which he con- ofaprojcct- 
ditioned to import into England 500,000 weight ^ ^^"^ 
of the best Spanish varinas« This proposal, if ^^pie, 
successful, the colonists justly represented as de- 
cisive of their fete. Their (mly market would be 
gutted with the.[H'oductions of a foreign nation, 
and their only staple would rot on their hands. A Receive ta« 
representation so just and forcible, could scarcely tisfactionoQ 
faU of producing the desired eiect ; and whatever ^^ ^^^^ 
progress it made, th^ contract was refused :* But Butare pith 
in return for this indulgence, Hicy were forced to hibited all 
excuse their conduct in permitting a trade with •nA wiUi 
Ac low countries, and promise that in futiu^ all .*®T ^•^^^ 
their marketable productions should centre in En- ^"^^^ 
gland. 

Theih excuse respecting the diminution of the 
king's revenues, by their trade with the low coun*. 
tries, was, that the ship — — — , belonged to the 
old adventurers, and that they did not know how 
iar their autliority extended on this occusion.f 

A LETTER of instruction from the king to the 
governor and council, contains a number of par- 
ticulars equally curious and important... .After 
expressing his concern, that in so long a time 
the colony had been able to strike out no other 
staple than tobacco, * well,' he added, * might 
' it be said, that the plantation was wholly built on 

* smokcy which would easily turn into ahy if ei- 

* ther English tobacco was permitted to be plant- 

* ed, or Spanish imported. * Here we see the cha- 

* Ancient reconk— Yeardky head corrctpondcnt 
t Ibidem, Ibidem. 
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Cff^P. racteristic qualities of James, in the language bf 
^- his own son : The same play on words, the sapfic 
jg27 puerile conceits, and the same antipathy to to- 

bacco * 

He proceeds to direct their attention to pitcli, 

tar, pot-ashes, pipe staves, iron, mines of rich 

metals, vines, and bay salt. He recomroeuds 

XVm. Capps, whom he h^d appointed a councel- 

^. , lor, as a fit person to superintend the salt works ; 

posal *res^' ^'^^ proposes that the quality of the tobacco be 

pcctinjj to- improved and sent solely to the farmer of the king's 

bacco. ^ customs, who will allow diree shillings per pound, 

one shilling and three pence in hand, and the re- 

^* • mainder in two equal instalments 6f five months 

each. But diis project appears not to be defiju- 

Desircs an tive. He concludes by debiring that an assembly 

assembly to t>hould be convened for the purpose of taking inr 

toTake'ittn ^^ Consideration the proposal, and expressly en- 

to conside- P^^ ^^ the result of their deliberations should 

ration. be forwarded to bim.f 

Here then is at length an express acknowledge 
ment of the rights of Virginia to legislate for her*, 
self, and an explicit permission, and even order 
to her to exercise it. 
Death of sir At the close of this ye^ died, the governor 
G.\ eardley sir G. Yeardley, a name of considerable celebrity 
His charac- ^^ ^^ history of Virginia. He was one of the old 
ttr. settlers, and on the departure of sir T. Dale, it 

has been seen, he acted as deputy governor at a 
season, when the utmost vigour and address were 
i^equisite to uphold the tottering establishment. 
Coming after a mmi whose ability and influence 
were so extensive as Dale's, he had to encounter 
comparisons, which could scarcely be in his fa- 
vor. Yet did the goveniment lose none of its vi- 

* Ancient Records — Yeardley, head correspondence. 
t Ibidem, Ibidem, 
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^or in his hands, nor the oiEce of governor aught CHAP. 
of its dignity. HisadministrationH-as a^ the same * ' 
time happily attempered by a spirit of humanity, ^^^j 
and a respect for the rights of the colonists, an in* 
attention to which, had been objected as the strik- 
ing and incurable vice in the lormer administra- 
tion. We see him after^vards knighted for his 
iservices, deputed to bring to judgment tlie ty- 
rant Argal, and invested with the Godlike office 
of bestowing freedom on the colony. 

It has been objected, that too little care had 
been used by him to guard against the massacre 
of the twenty-second of March : But after a fair 
hearing of all the circumstances,* at an extraordi- 
nary court of tlie London Company, it was prov. 
c4 that the familiarity and intimacy to which the 
ftidians were admitted, and the practice of taking 
them to hunt, and teaching them the use of fiix? 
arms, m ere in use before his government ; and 
that captain Smith himiicif was one of the authors 
of this imprudence. 

After the dissolution of the proprietary, wc 
find him again invested with the government ; 
and ifhe possessed any bad qualities, here was cer- 
taialy a fiiir occasion presented him ofexercis- 
ing them with impunitj.f Di*« Robertson and 
the historians who copy from him, make no scru- 
ple to assert, that his character throughout, and 
more especially whilst he acted under the royal 
commission, was rapacious and t}'rartnical. Mr. 
Stithy who in point of accuracy, is scarcely ex- 
ceeded by any historian, clearly disproves the 
first part of the charge : The tears of tlie colony, 
and the regret? of the council, afford the best re- 
futation of the remainder. 

* I I ■ ■ III I II .11. I II II p— ^i^^^ifW 

* Anc'ient Records, MSS. 

i Moberteon jim, vol, IV. 229. * 
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CHAP* The council according to the tenor of their 
^* commissiol, proceeded to supply the vacancy 
1627. caused by the death of the late governor, by an 

Captain F. election among themselves ; and captain Francis 
West, go- West was chosen his successor. It has been 
vcraor. seen above, that the contingent deatli or absence; 
of Yeardley, was specially provided for in the 
king's commission, by the nomination of sir J.' 
Harvey. It ought perliaps therefore to be con- 
cluded, that the appointment of th^ iiew govemof^ 
was occasioned by the absence of Har\^ey in Eng- 
fend. It is not however improbable, that the coun- 
cil saw in this man's conduct, the dawning of that 
rapacious and tyrannical spirit, which afterwards 
rendered him so detested and unpopular ; and 
that through motives of public exj^dience, thev 
ventured to overstep the bounds of their authority 
The installation of the nev/ government was 
announced by sevei-al proclamations, commanding 
the utmost caution and vigilance to be directed 
J. towards Indians, who were concerting another 

rising; and directfaig the strictest economy in the 
article of powder, which was heedlessly wasted ia 
the celebration of marriages, and on other festive 
occasions. 

On the petition of the Virginia adventurers, it 
was ordered by the council exercising the duties, 
and powers of a court, that the debts contracted 
by the colonists should be paid this year : But that 
owing to the fall in the price of tobacco, the law 
should be divested of its rigor, and that decisions 
should be made in the spirit of equity. A letter to 
the privy council of the same date, announces the 
death of sir G. Yeardley, and the appointment of 
West. These letters contain an eulogium on 
the late governor, which, springing neither from 
flattery nor interest, but built on the mcM^ lasting 
• foundation of esteem and attachment, reflects equs^ 
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Inmor on the living and the dead : Yirt this b the 
man whom the inattention or ignorance of our his- ^^ 
torians has coupled with Harvey, and represented ^^^s. 
as a monster of baseness and depravity. The want 
erf funds for the support of the governor and other 
officers, is complained of in those dispatches, and 
the most urgent solicitations are made for a sup- 
ply of soldiers and ammunition. The)" conclude, 
as ustial, with a prayer against monopolies of their 
staple. 

The council, in reply to sir R. Heath, theking's 
attorney general, j^omise that an assembly should 
be immediately convened, and express an hope» 
that the king will be content with kss than his usu- 
al profits. They state, as the ground of tliis in- Athoasand 
dulgence, that one thousand new setders had late- ncwaculcrt 
ly arrived; and that owing to the deamess of com- *"^^«- 
modities, the people were scarcely able to subsist. 

Is the ancient records of the commonwealth, 
the name of John Potts appears as governor, unac- ^^^^ ^^^ 
companied by a single circumstance which might g*^^^"""'* 
enable us to tlirow light on his election, or to ac- 
count jfor the fate of mr. West.^ It is presumable^ , 
however, that he died early in this year, and that 
the election took place in conformity with the in- 
structions set forth in the commission.* 

Th £ administration of Potts commenced witli sc- 
veral prompt and vigorous measures for the defence 
of the colony ; and with some severe regulations re- 
specting its internal police. But the most important 
incident in this administration^ was a a session of 
the general assembly, convened in the usual form, Mar^h 20, 
and sanctioned by the king.f The first object of 
this body's attention, was at once obvious and im- 
portant.... The quality of their principal staple had 

* Ancient Records. 

t /*i(/e7«— Potts — head correspondence. 
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become debased by the rage for producing a suf- 
ficiency to answer, the encreasing demands ; and 
this deterioration had of late become so palpable, 
as to raise the clamors of the merchants, and to call 
forth the reproof of the king. Another evil, more 
immediately mischievous, was produced by this 
cupidity.... The attention of the colonists to the ar- 
ticles of primary necessity, was sensibly relaxed ; 
and they were alarmed all at once by the approach- 
es of famine. To remedy this evil, an act was 
passed, limiting* the culture of tobacco to so ma- 
ny plants per head; and sworn triers or inspec- 
tors were appointed to see that the intention of 
the legislature should be strictly carried into ef- 
fect. This is the original of the several laws that 
have been enacted concerning the inspection of to- 
bacco, which have eminently contributed to raise 
the credit of this staple so high in foreign markets. 
The culture of com was at the same time com- 
manded under severe penalties. 

After this, the assembly proceeded to the in- 
vestigation of the several subjects contained in the 
king's instruction^; and having weighed mature 
ly the particulars referred to, an answer was draft- 
ed, couched indeed in terms of deference and res- 
pect ; but expressive of strong and unqualified 
dissent to the proposed conditions of the contract. 

The sameness of the events at this time, is en- 
livend by an incident of considerable interest :.». 



* A proclamation was issued, says doctor Robertson, by 
which, under pretences equally absurd and frivolous, they 
were prohibited from selling tobacco to any person, but ccr-» 
tain coniniissionei-s appointed by the king to purchase it on 
his account, /i, 230, vol, IV. He should have added, that 
the assembly rejected the conditions of the contract, and 
that they insisted on their right to set a price on their Gom« 
moditits. — Ancient Records. 
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Lord Ealtamore, a catholic nobleman, allured bf 
the rising reputatiou of tlie colony, abandoned his 
settlement at Newfoundland, and arrived in Vir- j^^g 
ginia. 

In England the bloody persecutions of Mary ; 
the real or pretended discovery of Popish plots 
and conspiracies, and the alarm excited by the 
armada of Spain, had wrought the passions of the 
nation into a mingled fear and antipatliy to the 
principles and persons of the Papists. This nar- 
row and impolitic spirit qualified in the mother 
country, by a thousand circumstances, w hich sof- 
tened its rigor and severity, had the fullest scope 
in the colonies for displaying its malignitj\ lu 
smslll communities all attachments and prejudices 
are stronger and more lasting. The colony of 
Virginia was founded by men enthusiastically de- 
voted to tlie principles of the reformation, at tlie 
time when the honx)r of papacy was at its height : 
And it was a peculiar provision in their char- 
ters,* tliat none of tiiat obnoxious sect should be 
permitted to defile the soil of Virginia, either 
as citizens or denizens. It might be supposed^ 
that the rights of hospitality would have exempt- 
ed lord Baltimore, who was merely a visitor, 
from the influence of those severe and intolerant 
regulations ; but the assembly,. whedier under the 
influence of a mistaken zeal, or what is perhaps Test tendex 
more probable, a sense of duty, immediately on ^ **'"** 
his arrival, tendered his lordship and his follow- 
ers, the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. 

It is mmecessaiy to argue in this place, on the 
propriety of tests in general; of their influence on 
the nK>ral character* of mankind, or the reasona- 
tdeness of the test in question. It is a matter of 



* See the head charters, in general appendix. 
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CHAP, conscience, and conscience is the point of hoi^tir 
^' of a moralist. It appears indeed to have been un* 
1^23, necessary on the present occasion, to have dis- 

concerted a visitcff and a stranger, by an ungra*- 
cious obtnisicm on his opinions. His lord^p 
rejected the tests tendered l^ tte government. 
He refuses pj'<>posing at the same time for himself and his 
it. followers, a form which he declared himself rea- 

dy to accept : ITiis was rdused oa the jdea, that 
a particular form was prescribed by the king ; 
and in thi^ state, matters rested for the present... • 
the assembly contenting itself with laying tlic 
whole transaction before the privy council.* 
Meanwhile tlie Indians continued to hanass 
Irmption of the more exposed plantaticMis, and their irruptions 
Tan.uBkies sometimes burst upon the more central parts of 
aiiclChicka- the colony. The Pamunkies and Cliickahomi- 
liomujies. ni^^^ as well from their position in the neighbor- 
hood of Jan^s-Town, as the influence of Opechan- 
canouglx, were the naost conspicuous in this on- 
set : The Nansamonds, with tlie several tribes 
dv/ellingin the neighborhood of James river, pow- 
eifully seconded their exertions. 

By these combined operations, they had siir- 

prized and caiTied oiF a considerable number of 

coloFiists, lea^'i^g behind them*, wherever they 

went, traces of the most savage desolation, and 

, ., impressions of tlie deepest disiuay. The colony 

Commwsi- ^^^^^^^^ j^y ^^ \^^^ ^f gQ noauy of its citizens, ap- 

]K>intecl to p^^ted commissioners to treat about a peace, and 
trtat with the ransom of prisoners : But the proclamation of 
them lor the executive, which annoimces this deterrrilnati- 
peace & an ^j^^ declares expressly an intention to deceive the- 
pritoners.^ Indians, until the prisoners ^vei-e redeemed, and 
an occasion should offer to fall on them to advaa^ 
Aug. 12. tage.f We are not informed, whether in any of 

* Ancient irecords. t Ibidem. 
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its objects, this plan was attended uoth the desif- CHAP. 
ed success. There is, however, reason to believe, ^' ^ ^ 
that the Indians penetrated the artifice. It is hap- j^^g. 
pily the nature of insincerity and bad faith, to de- 
feat themselves. The Virginians by their open 
contempt of the truce proposed by themselves in 
1622, had destroyed all feith in their promises. 

Considerable allowance should certainly be 
made for the situation of the colonists.... They 
were fighting for existence with a people, whose 
activity was incessant, and their hati»ed inextin- 
'guishable. The profound cunning and savage -cru- 
elty, which marked the massacre of 1622, had in 
some measure set the example of duplicity ; and it 
would have been regarded asllie extreme of infatu- 
ation, to wage a war on ordinary principles with a 
people, whose principal glory it was to conquer by 
surprize ; who fought under the shelter of night, 
and in the midst of tempests ; who refused quar- 
ter to the vanguished, and who vanished amid 
their forests, widiout leaving a single clue to de- 
tect their retreat. 

This year there was another session of the ge- Y^^' p 
neral assembly. Their principal attention appears rrovcrnor.^^ 
to have been directed to the suppression of the In- October 16, 
dian war, which was daily becoming more des- 
tructive and akrming. Acts were passed, com- ^ ^sion of 
manding the march of several detachments of the ^^^^"^^^X- 
militia into the Indian country at three stated 
times every year ; and instructions were given to 
the several commanders, to exercise martial law 
while on service, and to attempt the utter exter- 
mination of the savages. The otlier regulations 
%vere few and unimportant ; and having drafted a 
letter to the members of the privy counciK expla- 
natory of the dispute with lord Baltimore, tliey ad- 
|oumed.* 
• * Ancient Records. 
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CHAP. Some time tliis year, sir John Ktcrvey entered 
^' on his government, under the imposing authority 
1629. bfaroyalconimission; and on the 24th March, 
Sir J Her- m the following ye^, an assembly was convened 
vcy, gover, to meet him, and receive his instructions. 
nor. The first act of this man's administration dis- 

plays clearly the character of his mind. The ar- 
bitrary decrees of the court of high commission, 
had always been acknowledged as the guide to re- 
His religi- ligious regulations in the colony : But altliough 
Uons'^^^ " their authority was admitted, their influence was 
rarely exerted. A community of peril had aba- 
ted the rigor of religious intolerance; so that 
' not a single severity lor the breach and non-ob- 
servance of the ordinances of the church, is re- 
corded during the first twenty- six years. This 
relaxdtiQU in discipline was not suited to the im* 
perious spirit of Hervey : A strict conformity to 
the canons of the church was enjoined, under se- 
. verepenalties ; and the assembly had the com- 
plaisance tQ pass an act, which gave force to liis 
wishes on the occasion. 

But an object of still gi'eater solicitude, was the 
increase of his own powers ; and in this, he could 
expect no assistance frpm the legislature^ who re- 
collected his conduct whilst acting as commissi- 
Qner, in 1624. In this business he must act alone, 
save what small and uncertain assistance he might 
receive from the council, who suspected his prin- 
ciples, and Mere devoted to the interests of the co- 
lony. His object was twofold : To do away the 
popular branch, whose indignant opposition he ' 
hud encountered in 1624, and whose strict and 
jealous scrutiny would embarrass, possibly, coun- 
teract his projects ; and to feed his avririce and 
rapacity, by a^ssessinq^, levying, and holding the 
pqblic revenue, without check or responsibility.^ 
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The appropriation of fines* to the personal uses of 

the governor, although it was not strictly sanctioned 

by any law, was in that loos'^ and undefined state, jg^^^ 
which might countenance a considenible latitude 
of discretion ; and as the fund for the support of 
the governor was at once scanty and precarious, 
the application would appear reasonable, if not le- 
gal. Penalties were therefore continually multi- 
plied against innumerable petty offences, but re- 
motely hinted at in obsolete and mischievous sta- 
tutes ; and a scale of commutation e3tablished by 
fines,t which went to swell the coficrs, and sti- 
mulate the rapacity of the governor. 

His encroachments at first were slow and cau- J^^^ pUusi- 
tious, and his professions specious and plausible, bic prtteti- 
He feared at once to alarm into opposiiion, the ces. 
spirits which he had encountered in 1623, when 
acting as one of die commissioners of the king. 
But 3ie wounds liis vanity had suffered on that 
occasion, i-ankled deep in his bosom, and he long- 
ed for an occasion to humble the proud and po- 
pular spirit, which had caused his disappoint- 
ment and mortification. He l)egan by engrossing 
to himself and the council, almost the whole bu- 
siness of legislation : For thispiupose proclama- 
tions were issued without number, and little was 
left to the Representatives of the people, save the 
disgusting and insulting form of registering the 
edicts and decrees^of their tyrant. 

By a regular progression, the government was 



♦ King Charles I. 15lli June, Uth year of his reign, gives 
all fines and amerciaments to govemor and council, full two 
years after — Ancient Records. 

t The first informer of any slanderous report against the 
governor and council, have the fine ; one was whipt this day 
and lost his fine for concealing suchslinider.— r£r^(?ri/72 from 
llecords. 
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CHAP, thus gradually assuming the simple form of des^ 
^' potism, and it was hopoi that the representatives 
^g29, of the people, stripped of all substantial authority, 

would lose the affections and confidence of their 
constituents, which would naturally be transferred 
to the possessors of actual power and authority. 
' The council at first, not suspecting his intenticMis, 
or allured by the lust of power, perhaps partially 
for a time seconded his intentions*, 
p ,. The state of laws and society may be imper- 
of Potts lor fectly collected from the following brief report of 
stealing cat- a criminal prosecution... .Doctor John Potts, the 
tie. late governor, was indicted for stealing cattle. His^ 

jury consisted of thirteen, three of whom were 
Andconvio counsellors. On the third* day of the trial, ht 
lion. y.^^ convicted : But ** in regard of his quality and 

practice," as it is expressed in the Ancient Re- 
I« reprieved cords, he was respited until the king's pleasure 
was known, and the whole council became hi^ se- 
curity. During the same session, William Mat* 
thews a servant was found guilty of petty treason 
by fourteen jurors^, and sentenced to be drawn and 
hanged. 

It would seem from these cases, that the^ 
number of jurors was either undefined, or was 
proportioned to the nature and enormity of tlie of- 
fences. In the case of Potts, who was a counselor, 
we find that three of the pannel were of his own 
order ; and we trace in this privilege, something^ 
more than a faint resemblance to the constitution 
of the house of lords. 

About tliis time, the criminal code was daily 



* First day wholly spent in pleading; next day in unne- 
cessary disputation ; Potts endeavmnnji; to prove Mr. Kings- 
mill one of the witnesses an hypocrite by the story of Gus-' 
mano^Aifrack the rogue.— r<er^aiim from the Records. 
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lenlargcd by vioknt constructions of the Englisli CHAP, 
Statutes, and of the powers vested in the execu- ^' 
tive by charter. Proclamations wearing the shape ,^29" 
of laws, butnothipg of thtir deliberation or jus- GoTcnior'ff 
tice, were issued without number in the wanton- exaction« 
ness of authority. , It appears too, that the assem- multiply, 
biy was either alraid to apply a remedy to this Xu 
^nce, or sufiered themselves willingly to be borne 
along with the torrent. This fwbearance, it is more 
than probable arose from an apprehension, that 
their liberties were too recently and imperfectly 
established to justify a dispute with the represen- 
tative of tlieir sovereign. 

In the midst of these arbitrary proceedings, there 
appeared some measures, whdch discover consi- Some judi- 
dtrable attention to the public good... .A fort was ^*^* "^g*** 
established at Point Comfort; encouragement was '*^'^"*' 
given to.the cultivation of pot ash and saltpetre ; 
the salt-works, commenced some time before at 
Accomac,were ordered to be prosecuted with new 
vigor ; semi-monthly courts were established at 
lames town^ at which the members of the coun- 
cil were to preside in turn. The regulations res- 
pecting religion and morals, although they sa- 
vor too stron^y of harshness, were often equal, 
ly judicious* Severe penalties were denounced 
^inst forestallers and engrossers ; and salutary 
regulations were adopted respecting the growth 
of com,^ the improvement of tobacco, f and the 
prosecution of the war against; the Indians.J 



* Every laborer to tend two acres of com, or forfeit all hi» 
tabacco. 

t Three thousand plants for men and two thousand for 
women and children. This was afterwards restricted to two 
thousand, nine leaves on a plants and no slips or seconds 
were permitted to be planted, 
, i Ancknt Records. 
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CHAP. The dawn of commercial enterprke is visible 
^' at this time. The governor gave a commission 
1629*"~" to captain* Nathaniel Bass to trade between the 
Spirit of 34th and 41st degrees north latitude, or to sail to 
commercial New- England, Nova-Scotia, or the West- Indies, 
cnterprize. The instructions of Ba$s contain some particu- 
lars deserving notice : He is desired to invite the 
inhabitants, particularly, those of New- England, to 
emigrate to Virginia; and to offer Delaware bay to 
such as were inclined from the coldness of their 
climate and the barrenness of their soil, to settle 
in Virginia : He was directed to sell them corn 
attwenty-five shillings per barrel, or fifteen^ if they 
export it ; and to open a trade for goats, cattle and 
hogs on reasonable terms.^ 

The attention of the goverment was directed to 
other objects of more remote and speculative ad- 
vantage. One hundred and seventy men were le- 
vied to explore a silver mine, which was reported 
to have been discovered some y^ars before, in the 
I mountains.! 
March f. But notwithstandingthese judicious regulations, . 
the colony was hourly subjected to severe and arbi- 
trary exactions, levied under the authority of pro- 
clamations ; and the violation of personal rights* 
Public dis- ^vas aggi^vated in the minds of an indignant peo- 
creates ^"' P'^ ^^ ^^^ arrogance and unfeeling insolence of 
their tyrant. The whole colony resounded with 
hisexactions and inhumanity ; and nothing but the 
hope of speedy redress, could prevent an open re- 
sistance to his authority. The members of the 
council,whoin the depressionof the assembly's in- 
fluence, saw at fii^st only an encrease of their own 
consequence, were astonished to see themselves at 
once become mere shadow s in the constitution. 
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VIRGINIA* 3S 

thttw their weight into the scale of public disa£' 
fection. 

In this tempen the diflferent braiiche^ of gov- 
eminent met each other in 1631; animated on the Scsiion of 
one side, by the ardor of liberty, and the confi- asscmblj* 
dence and support of the people ; the governor, 
on the other hand, resting on the influence of his 
<:ommission, and the known character of the king* 

The session opened with few incidents deser- 
vingnotice : It was determined to avoid all ground 
of offence, and if possible to carry their point seem- 
ingly with the concurrence of the government* 
With this view, the month of February was per- 
mitted to pass off without the agitation or discus- It is rrsolv. 
sion oi a single constituuonal question. But in ^ ^^^^ ^^*c 
March, every thing being at length ripe for the oc- ^3|^*JJq[ 
casion, they ventured to pass a law strictly forbid- raise ihoncy 
ding the levying any tax, without the consent of but by con- 
the assembly;* and in order to secure and con- sent of as* 
firm the present disj>osition of the council in their *c"^^^y' 
favor, they enacted, that the governor should in or levy war 
future have no power to enforce the services of the but with ad- 
colonists for his private benefit, or to levy them viceofcoun 
for wai, without tlie consent of the ^tw;jt:/7.t Thus ^• 
at once a bold blow, was levelled at the head and 
fountain of his usurpation'; and the means and the 
object of his tyranny, the purse and the sword, 
were attempted to be wrested from him. 

In discussing the propriety of these acts, Her- 
vey was astonished to find himself alone in oppo- 
sition. 

We are not told expressly, what was the con- 
duct of the governor on this occasion. There is 
however strong presumption, that he gave his con- 
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stituticmal assent to these acts. On the last dc^ 
^^^^ of the session, a letter was drafted to the privy 
imT™" council, signed by this body, wherein, after a l>rief 
sketch of the state of the colony, and an enumcra- 
tion of the several provisions, which had been made 
foi: its improvement, they represent the want of 
adequate means to support with becoming digni- 
ty the office of govenior;^ and pray the immediate 
attention of their lordships to this object. This 
letter would lead us to suppose, that the rapacious 
conduct of the governor was in a great measure 
the consequence of hiy official poverty, and that the 
passage of the abovementioned acts was the result 
of a promise on the part of the assembly to procure 
' more certain funds for his support-f 
Ads of for- In this session the acts of all former assemblies 
merassem- were repealed, and some judicious regulations 
blies repeal- y^/^fQ established, for securing the independence 
of the members, by an exemption from arrest or 
from any other judicial process during tlie sitting* 
In the AncientRecordsof Virginia, the proceed- 
ings of .tlie governor and council are disposed in 
order, before the minutes of the assembly. As the 
executive was presumed to be always in session, 
this is a natural and correct arrangement : But an 
equal attention is by no means paid to dates.... 
They are frequently confounded without any re- 
gard to time, and it is often difficult to distinguish 
between the proceedings of the two bodies^ owing 



* So little do our historians know of the proceedings of 
this period, that they make no mention of the f«:ovemors Wy- 
att, West, or -Potts. They assert, that Hervey governed 
without an assen^bly, although the acts of his assemblies have 
<l€scended to us ; and one session in particular, during his 
odininistration/made a thorough revision of the laws, re- 
pealing those of former assemblies. 

t Ancient Records— Hervey — Head correfspondence. 
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I© the want of technical forms and expression. CHAP, 

Tl^se difficulties however I conceived not insur- \' 

mtmntaWe, and it has been my ^udy to supply the 1632. 
want of clearness and arrangement, which are ma- 
nifest in those papers, by an increase on my part 
of industr}^ and attention. The insertion of char- 
ters and other public papers, has been made with 
a like carelessness and inattention to the importaat 
considerations oforder and arrangement ; but the 
dates being always accurate in the documents 
themselves, these were defects of minor conse- 
quence. 

In tlie commencementof this year, Ifind acorn- King's com 
mission from the king to Edward earl of Dorset, mission to 
Henry earl ofDarby, Dudley viscount Dwchester, ^"«i •^ 
sir John Coke, sir John Davei», sir Robert Kille- ''^*"- 
grew, sir Thomas Kowe, sir Robert Heath, sir 
Kineage Tench, sir Dudley Diggs, sir John Hol- 
stenholm, sir F. Wyatt, sir John Brooks, sir Ke- 
nelm Digby, sir John Tench, John Banks, esq* 
Thomas Gibbs, esq. Samuel Rott, esq. George 
Sand, esq. John Wolstenholm, esq. N. Farrar,esq. 
Gab. BarbCT and John Farrar, esquires ; appoint- 
ing them a council of superintendance over Vir- 
ginia.... empowering them to call for papers, or 
any other testimony, which tiiey might conceive 
necessary for ascertaining the state of its laws, 
commerce, and government ; the result of which 
they were instructed to report to his majesty.* 

It would appear from this instrument, that the 
mind of the king- was by no means decided, as to 
the permanent lorm of government that was to be 
given to Virginia. The serious opposition of the 
house of commons and the nation, left himlitde 
leisuie to attend to legislation : And to this state 
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CHAP, of affairs, xnorc than to any thing else, is it pos-» 
- ^' sibly owing that the colony was able during the 
1632* whole of this reign, to preserve its independence. 

The noble stand made by their fellow subjects in 
England against power, was listened to by tlie co- 
lonists with emotions of transport and gratitude, 
and they were daily confirmed in their resolution 
to defend at all hazards the rights and immunities 
which they had earned by their sufferings, and 
which they inherited from their ancestors. 

This year every fwtiethman was sent to set- 
tle middle plantation, so called from its position 
between the two great rivers York and James; 
and tlie colony was called on to support them 
whilst on this service. 

Notwithstanding the population had been 
augmented by a steady and rapid stream of emi- 
gration since 1624, and it might have been expec- 
ted that the families of the emigrants would have 
been sufficient to hare furnished wives to all tlie 
unmarried adventurers, it appears by a regulation 
of the council, that this interesting object of trade 
was yet continued. The seeming want of deli- 
cacy in this procedure, which sprang from ueces- 
^ sity alone, is qualified by the nice and pointed at- 
tention paid to the chastity and reputation of their 
wives before, and their delicate and liberal deport- 
ment to them, after marriage. By an order of 
council of this year, two maids, who had become 
pregnant during the passage, were ordered to be 
sent back, as unworthy to propagate the race of 
Virginians. 
Feb. 12. The Indians of Chickahominy and Pamunkey 

Destructive made at this time an irruption so furious and des- 
in-uption of tructive, that every twentieth man was dispatched 
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under the comm^Kl of thegovcmor,to^r/n* ^vith CHAP, 
them. The word used on this occasion i>peaks sssstLss^ 
forcibly the nature of the ^-ar, and tlie respecfivith »632. 
which this brave people had inspired the colonists, ^l"^^^*^ 
But Opechancanougli was resolved to preserve the paiuunkics 
advantages he had gained, and die war continued 
in its usual desultory form. 

The calamities incident to a war were iKight- 
cned by an alarming scarcity ; and in spite of 
the pride and usual pcdicy of the government, 
the prohibition to trade with the Indians was taken 
oflF; and the curious phenomenon was seen, of a 
legal commerce, sanctioned by the lawful autlio- 
rities, between two people engaged in a \i'ar die 
most vindictive and implacable. 

There were two* sessional of assembly this ^ »«ssion 
year, m which several judicious regulations were 
adopted. The latter, whjch commenced on the 
fourth of September, appears to have been con- 
vened principally with the view of devising means 
to avert the dangers of famine, and the more dread* 
ed mischief of an Indian war. On the latter point, 
it appears that their efforts were not wholly unsuc- 
cessful. A peace was formally ccNicluded wiUi p^^cc con- 
the hostile tribes ; but so little dependence was eluded vnib 
placed on the professions of this jK^ople, that Indians. 
even while the commissioners on both sides were 
adjusting the preliminaries, a proclamation was 
issued forbidding the colonists to trade or parky 
with them.f 

In the former session an act was passed, com- 
manding all the tobacco to be brought to six 

* Adminisu*atioD of Hervey. — '* Statutes/* says doctor 
Robertson, *'werc published and taxes imposed, without 
once calling the i-epresentatives of the people to authorize 
them by their sanction." /i,230. So grossly ignorant are 
even ourmost ingenious historians of the events of this period. 

t Ancient Records— Ilcney — Head prcclaroations. 
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CHAP, warehouses for inspection^ and that,\vhich-was ret 
>„, ^' „., jectedto be burnt. ^ ' 

The following year is productive of no inci* 
1633. dent deserving attention, if we except the dcve- 

lopement of a haxl speculation on the part of the 
governor, higlily injurious to the interests, of the 
colony. It ap[3ears that by a coUusionf with the 
king^s comniissioners, large tracts of laini were 
Discovery ^ disposed of to absentees, not unfrequently inter- 
sive land ' ^^^ng with the rights of actual settlers, and iavolv*^ 
fipeculation. ing subjects of future litigation. By this proceeds 
ing, the colony was threatened with dismember- 
ment, and the mischiefs were aggravated by the con* 
ditionsofdiose grants, which exempted the proprie- 
tors from tb?piy^Jiiei>t of quit rents. J Property con- 
veyed widi such absolute and unqualified formali- 
ties, seemed to give the prc^rietors the rights of sou 
vereign authority, instead of die guarded restraints 
of a feudal tenure|| ; and an abundant source of lid*, 
gationwas laid up for posterity by establishing aq 
imperiummimperiaiwitbkitht bosom (rfthe colony; 
It is supposed, that die grant of the preceding^: 
year taCecjlius Calvert, lord Baltimore, emanated 
immediately from the king, without any sugges* 
Grant of tion from the government of Virginia : The pro- 
Marylandto perty conveyed was however supposed by the co- 
lord Balti- lony to be within the limits erf their grant ; and 
*""' " it became^ a subject of the deepest concern dmt the 

soil on which they trod, and which they had earn* 
ed by their labors and sufferings, was every day 
eaten from beneath their feet, by the dishonest 
and capricious bounty of a monarch, who contriti 
buted nothing to its improvement or discovery. 
The grant to lord Baltimore is however free 

■ ¥ — — — — 

* Ancient Records. t IMem, \ Ibidem* 

II Yet the tenure was strictly feudaL 
$ Lord Fairfax hekl.a court baion. 
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beta the principal objections to the other purcha- 
ses : He did not interfere mth the rights of former 

severs, or with the j^ovemment of Virginia...* 1633. 
His object was the establishment of a new colony, 
which would be her friend and neighbor and ally 
agaii^ the assauhs of the Indians (x* the machina- 
tions of distant powers. The prosperity aixi re- 
putation of the nation would be advanced by new 
settlements ; and an immense territory was yet re- 
served to Virginia, far exceeding her wants and 
her powers. In every point of view then the trans- 
fer appears judicious and salutary. 

The territory in question was bounded by a 
tine drawn bam Watkins' Point, on Chesapeake 
bay, to the ocean on the east ; thence to tliat part 
of the estuary of Delaware, on the north, which 
heth under the 40th degree, where New England 
is terminated ; thence in a right line by the de- 
gree aforesaid, to the meridian of the fountain of 
(lie Potomac ; thence following its course by the 
further bank to its confluence. It was called Ma- 
ryland in honor to the queen, and was settled in 
Ae early part of this year by Leonard Calvert, 
Ae brother of the proprietor, and two hundred 
gentlemen, principally of the catholic persuasion. 

Against this grant, the most reasonable, but Virginia re- 
at the same time tfre most extensive of all those, monstrates 
which had been procured during the administra- against the 
tbn of Hervey, a petition was drafted to the king S^^nt. 
in the name of all the planters of Virginia. I'he 
members of the council acknowledged the justice 
of their claim ; but felt themselves incompetent 
to aflford the remedy ; and with a casuistry in per- 
fect consonance with the spirit of the courtiers of 
thosetimes,they decided that lordBaltimore should 
retain his patent, and the petitioners their remedy 
at law. 

But Virginia, aware that Utde was to be ex- 
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CHAP, pccted from a contest of this nature, dropt all 

.,. ,., farther opposition to her young sister ; and with 

1658. a liberality and sound policy, which reflect e(jual 

Liberalcon- honor on the heart and understanding, immedi- 
ductof Vir- .1 11 n *^ -1 • 

ginia. ^^^ ^ proposed a 'league of commerce and amity , 

which should advance the prosperity and confirm 
the security of each other. 

Those friendly dispositions were however well 
nigh defeated in their outset, by a circumstance^ 
which was wholly unforeseen. William Clai- 
borne, a member of the council, and secretary of 
state for Virginia, had procured a licence from die 
1651. king, '* to traffic in those parts of America, for 

Marchi632 which there is already no licence ;" and Hcr- 
vey also granted his commission containing simi- 
lar powers : Under the authority of this commis- 
sion, Claiborne made a settlement in Kent- Isle, int 
tlije neighborhood of Annapolis, which he persist- 
ed in holding, in defiance of the representations 
of the government of Maryland. His conduct was 
aggravated by other circumstances, which, as they 
affected the vital interests of each colony, excited one 
common emotion in both. . The Indians, the mortal 
Good under ^"^^^^^ of the whites, by the discourses of Clai- 
standing be borne, w^ere spirited into war against the people of 
tween Vir- Maryland; and the league entered into by the two 
ginia & Ma- colonies for free trade and mutual protection, was 
jyland mte- ^bo^t to become a dead letter by the intrigues of 
Cldbornel^ an unprincipled incendiary. Having been indict- 
-^ ed and found guilty of murder, piracy and sediti- 
Flies toVir- ^"» '^^ ^^^ ^^ Virginia. He hoped to find under 
ginia. the wing of his associate Hervey, impunity for 

the past, and the means to mature and consum- 
mate his future projects : But a complete revolu- 
tion had been effected in the sentiments of Virgin 
nia during his absence. Hervey, detected in all 
his schemes, was narrowly watched by the mem- 
bers of his council, whilst lus power was circum- 



Virginia; ai 

scribed within the narrowest limits, by the whole- CHAP. 
some acts and determined spirit of the assembly ; ^^aMaw 
and although he by no means relinquished the 1633. 
hope of establishing an arbitrary government in 
the colony, he found it necessary to proceed with 
the utmost caution and deliberation. He saw the 
course pursued by the king, and entertained no 
doubt that royal countenance and support" might 
be gained in the attempt of abolishing assemblies : 
But it was neither safe nor expedient, in the pre- 
sent temper of the people, to avow this intention. 

Under these impressions, he felt it expedient 
to disavow his connection with Claiborne, and to Ys reclaim- 
aflfect something like indignation at his conduct, ed by Ma* 
JBut in spite of this grimace, the Maryland com- «*yland. 
missioners, who were instructed to reclaim Clai- 
b<»'ne, and who had proved by the most indisput- 
able evidence his several enormities, were unable 
to procure justice against this criminal. Hervey, ^^^^^ 
affecting a sacred regard and reverence for the 
king's commission, as though it rendered hallow- 
ed and inviolate, the person of the most execrable 
villain, sent Claiborne with the witnesses to Eng. ^ *^|"^d*h 
gland; accompanied, no doubt, by such a repre- Herrey. 
sentation of facts, as would effectually defeat the 
ends of justice.* 

But the time was near at liand, when this rapa- 
cious and tyrannical prefect would experience how 
vain and ineffectual are the projects of tyranny, 
when opposed to the indignation of freemen. 

In the following year,t an orderj of council was 1535. 
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X Their patience, says doctor Robertson, was at Icnjjth 
exhausted ; and in a transport of popular rage and indigna- 
tion, they seized the governor and sent him to England.-— 
One would suppose by this account, that his suspension was 

F 
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CHAP, made, that sir John Hervey , by reason ofhis haugh* 
^' tiness, rapacity and cruelty ; his contempt of the 
1635. rights of the colonists, and his usurpation of the 

^^^7h^^*" P^^^^'^S^s of the council, should be suspended from 
ons o cr- j^jg office until the king's pleasure could be known ; 
April 28, ^^^ ^^ ^ short time after, the assembly, on the pe- 
May. tition* of a great majority of the planters, proceed- 

Council sus ^^ ^^ coUect theevidence in support of the charges; 
pend him and two of their own body were deputed to carry 
from his go- the act of accusation, together witli the prisoner 
vcmmcnt. in custody, to England. 

Thus was effected, without bloodshed, a great 
* revolution, without producing the slightest alter- 
ation in the constitution of government, or the 
tranquility of society. The seisure of Hervey was 
not the result of a violent paroxism of resentment ; 
a short-lived spasm of .e^oaded and exasperated 
feding : From the year 1632, the opposition vras 
a calm, determined and dignified assertion of right, 
bottomed on the constitution and the laws, and 
supported by solid ai'guments : It was rather a 
series of reform, than a sudden and violent irrup- 
tion; and instead of exciting any surprize as an 
act either extraordinary or unforeseen, it should 
be regarded as the natural consequence of the pre- 
vious measures which had been adopted. 
Captain J. - Titis revolution, beside affording an immedi- 
Wcst, go- a^g relief from a yoke galling and oppressive, was 
venior. attended with the farther advantage of raising high 
the character of the colony for boldness and intel- 
ligence. The acts of 1624 were prefaced by a 
preamble in all respects equivalent to a bill of 
rights, at a time, when the parent state was yet 
struggling to obtain this impoilant and salutary 
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Object. In their victory over Heirvcy, they had CHAP. 
again die good fortune to set the example of an ^' 
indent, steady and effectual resistance, which the 1635. 
nation afterwards did not disdain to adopt. Hap^ 
ipy had it been for the iil-fated monarch, if taught 
hy the fate of Hervey, and the noble ardor display. 
. €dby a feeble and idistant colony in defence of 
her rights, he had learned in time to set just li- 
imts to his authority, and respect die constitution 
mi rights of the nation : What a waste of blood liad 
been spared, Avantonly sacrificed at the shrine of 
madness and foll}^ : From what calamities and mor- 
tifications had he saved himself and his family.... 
But it is in the order of providence that the great- 
est of human blessings should often arise out of 
violence and oppression ; and it should act as a 
warning to man, with how much caution he should 
guard the rights of his nature, when their recover 
ry is attended with so many circumstances of vi- 
-dence and peril. 

It should not be omitted, that in 1634, the co- 
lony was divided into eight shires.^ The names 
of these divisions were, James City, Henrico, 
Charles-City, Elizabeth-City, Warwick River, 
Warasqueake, Charles River and Accomac. 

In the following year,, an ordinance was made 
by the privy council, making London the sole port ^"!It ^^' 
of entry for the productions of the plantations ; and 
a commission was granted to sir \Villiam Russell 
and others, to see that the king's intentions were 
not defeated : They were further empowered to * 



* Lieutenants were appointed to each as in England, and 
in a more especial manner to take care of the war ajjainst 
the Indians ; and as in England sheriffs shall be elected, at 
in England to have the same power as them and sergeants 
and bailiffs when the law requires.— A literal transcript fro»i 
Records, 
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CHAP, enquire into the state of the colony, ^nd report 
^' what farther provisions were necessary to encrease 

1635/ the royal revenues, and die prosperity of the co- 
lony.* 

This measure, according to the language of 
the commission, had its origin in *' creditable in- 
formation, that many of the planters residing upon 
the said colony, have suffered, and are still likely 
to suffer, under the burden of many oppressions, 
occasioned by the secret and indirect trade of par- 
ticular merchants and shopkeepers, who make a 
prey of them and their labors, by supplying their 
necessaries with commodities at such unreasona- 
ble rates, that they are usually forced to pay forty 
. or sixty pounds weight of tobacco for a pair of 
shoes ; with such like," &c. &c. 

Meanwhile the commissioners, who had been 

a.C36r appointed to support the act of accusation against 

H*ervey, instead of the fair and impartial hearing, 
• which they conceived themselves entitled to, as 
the advocates of justice, and the representatives of 
a brave and suffering people, were treated by the 
king and council with the most supercilious dis- 
dain, or the most chilling and mortifying neglect. 
The conduct of Virginia was looked upon as lit- 
tle short of treason,! by a court, which was daily 
in the habit of punishing the most-distant reflecti- 
ons on its authority, with the most severe and ri- 
gorous punishment ; and her deputies, as pre- 
^ sumptuous intruders, who deserved chastisement 
instead of redress. Apprehensions were enter- 
tained, that these seditious movements would com- 
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t Bcbertscn's Jm vol. IV./?. 232. 

■\V hen tlis news was brought to CI arles I. his majesty was 
very much displeased ; and without hearii^g any thing, caus- 
ed iiim to letuin governor again. — Lcverlty^p, 48. 
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muncatc at home with the mass of ill humor and CITAP. 

discontent, which required but a sini^^lc sixuk ^' 

to inflame it into open rebellion. 'I'he unac- io36. 
commodating spirit of the house of commons, 
had given Charles an unconquerable di^gust and 
antipathy to the name and use of popuLir asscm- 
blies : But what was only a bold and unwarranta- 
ble freedom in parliament, he could not help con- 
sidering in the council and burgesses of \'irginia, 
as the most presumptuous and insoleni*famiiiai i- 
ty ; and he resolwd to act in the most absolute . 
contempt and defiant e of their compLiints. 

Hervey, released from his bonds, had now 
become accuser in his turn ; and the calumnies of 
a disgraced and banished tyrant, were listened to 
with complacency and attention, while the depu- 
ties of a brave and loyal people were regarded as 
traitors, and forbidden to appear in tlie presence 
oi their sovereign. To aggravate these insults, * 
their aggressor was reinstated in his former autho- 
rity, and sent back to Virginia, enflamed with re- 
venge, and armed with full powers to gnitily his 
malevolent passions. f 

But the time was approaching, when otiicr con- 1^39. 
siderations would influence the mind and diicct 
the councils of the king. For more than eleven 
years he had maintained himself by the mere force 
of his prerogative, without the aid of parliament; 
but every expedient for raising supplies, \\*asnear- 



*.To lilm the conduct of the colonists appeared not only 
to be an usurpation of his r j;htto judpjeaml punish one of 
his own officers, but an open and audacious act of rebellion 
against his anthorily — Ihb. '/im. vol. IV, /i, 232. 

Th^ deputies of the colony, (says the author of the Life 
of Wasljington) were therefore sternly received. — They 
were not received at all. 

t UQbertson-'-^BcverUy, 
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ly cxliausted, and he found himself compelled bjr 
his pressing necessities, and the increasing discon- 
tents, to convene once more the great council of 
the nation. Amongst a body, possessed of so 
much courage and intelligence, he was aware the 
affairs of the colony would be examined* with an 
eye of scrutiny, and censured with a free and dar- 
ing invective. The establishment of arbitrary go- 
vernment in the colonies, would naturally confirm 
the suspicions, and alarm the fears of his sub- 
jects at home. It would appear as if there was 
an inveterate propensity and bias in favor of de.s* 
potism in their monarch, and that an occasion only 
was waited for, when he might introduce his tli* 
vorite maxims, as the sole guide and rule of his 
government. 

Under these considerations, Charles felt i t ex - 
pedient to affect a show of liberality, by voluntari- 
ly removing the main grounds of disgust in \'ir- 
ginia. For this purpose, sir William Berkeley^ 
w hose reputation stood high for nice honor and 
engaging manners, was appointed governor ; and 
the right of the colonists to free goveremcnt was 
recognized in the fullest and amplest manner in 
the royal instructions. t 



* As the colonists had applied for relief to a former par- 
Ijament, it mii»ht be expected with certainty, that they would 
lay their case before the first meeting of an assembly, in 
vhich they were secure of a favorable audience. 

Robertson^ 234. 

t Though the tenor of sir William Berkeley's commissi- 
on, was the same with that of his predecessor, he received 
instructions under the great spal, by which he was empow- 
ered to declare, that in all its coiKcrns, the colony was to be 
governed according to the laws of England : He was direct- 
ed to issue writs for electing rqiresentatives of the people, 
who, in conjunction with the governor and council, were to 
form a general assembly, and to possess supreme It* gislativc 
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But lie was too proud to expose his measures CHAP, 
to the charges of weakness and inconsistency, by ^' 
the condemnation of Hervey ; and thisman^ de- i^^^t 
graded from his office, and no longer dangerous, 
was permitted to remain in Virginia as one ofthe 
council.* 



* Ancienf Records, MSS. penes me. 
authority in the colony. Now all these powers the coloay 
had actually exercised before his arrival, as fully as aftur. 
He was further « ordered to establish courts of justicei in 
which all questions, whether civil orcrinoinal, were to be de- 
cided agreeably to the fomis of judicial proceedings in ihc 
mother country."— 2?o6. Am. vol. IV. fi. 235. 
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Fatal consequences of the intestine divisions in the 
colony — Upechancanough takes advantage of them 
to execute another massacre — Motives for the 
Indian insurrection — Loss of the English — Sir 
W. Berkeley marches into the Indian country ; 
pursues Opechancanough ivltha body ofcavahy: 
surprizes him^ arid takes htm prisoner to James 
toviu — He is wou7ided by one of his guards — His 
wonderful firmness and magnanimity ; his reproof 
of sir IF. Berkeley; his death and character — Dis^ 
solution of the Powhatan confederacy — Peace 
'U)ith the different tribes — -Regulations of the go- 
verrwr respecting religion — James-Touon fixed 
on as the seat oj government — Peculiarity in the 
structure of juries — Estate of the late governor 
sold for the payment of his debts — George San* 
dys^ co7npany agent petitions for the restoration of 
the proprietary — Grand assembly remonstrate a^ 
* gainst it — The supposed attachment of Firginia 
to the royal cause explained — Government adml^ 
nistered in the name of kin^ — Refections on 
Hume — Parliament turn their attention to the 
colonies — -Ordinance of 1651 — Sir G. Aiskcvj 
dispatched voith a fleet and army ^ for the purpose 
of reducing the colonies ; enters tlie Chesapeake 
— Gallant conduct of sir Wdliam Berkeley — 
Faroorable terms of capitulation — A sort of vim 
tcrrcgnum — Richard Bennett elected governor 
G 





provisionally J nvith a council of thirteen — iV^^/wi- 
berof representatives — Slight variance between 
governor and council — State of Indians; hu* 
mane regulations in their favor — Act of as* 
sembly in favor of sir JViUiam Berkeley ^ vjJio was 
yet in colony — Edward Diggs called to the coun^ 
cilin the recess — Inroads of the Rappahannock 
Indians; a levy in th:: contiguous counties to op* 
pose them — Edward Diggs governor — Irruptt* 
vn of the Rechahccrians — Captain Hitldispatch" 
ed with an hundred men to remove them ; is join- 
ed by Totopotomoi, with an hundred Indians ; is 
defeated; Totopotomoi slain, with the greater 
part of his warriors — Payment of taxes the only 
qualifcation of the right of suffrage — Matthews 
governor elect — Diggs appointed to unite with 
Bennett and Matthews^ to support tlie interests of 
Virginia in England — Motives for sending their 
governors on this business — Sir JV. Berkeley — 
Reflections on his delay In the colony ; oil the na- 
ture of the Insurrection in his favor ; on the go^ 
^ernment of the protector and commonwealth ; on 
the total ignorance or misrepresentation of tim 
^ra by historians. 



CHAPTER IL 



THE dissentions in die colony, although they CflAP. 

eventuated in an improvement of its constitution, : ^— 

were productive of a calamity, which had well 1639-40. 
tiigh rendered useless those acquisitions. Dur- f^^^talconsc- 
ing the agitation produced by the excesi>es of Her- [}"i^IIt^^^* 
vey, and their efforts to free themselves from his visiuua. 
tyranny, the attention of the colonists was all at 
once withdrawn from Indian affiiirs, at the moment 
when new and urgent circumstances required an 
increase of vigilance and circumspection. The 
vast grants* procured during the administration 
of Hervey, had given occasion to various en- 
croachments on the territories secured to the In- 
dians,t by the treaty of 1636; and this people, al- 
ready driven by the tide of emigration from the sea 
board,^ and the rich and delightful vallies adjacent 
to the rivers, found themselves exposed to fresh 
aggressions from the unjust claims of land specu- 
lators, at the heads of the rivers, uhitlier they had 
retired for subsistence and security. 

It was not enough that tiiey haid abandoned to 



♦ Their boundaries, (says Robfr^son^ voi, IV, ft. 231,) 
£roTn inattention or imperfect acqu<&iiUance with the ge<)^ra« 
phy of the country, were so inaccurately defined, tliat large 
tracts already occupied and planted, were often included la 
them. 

t The suhtle Indians, who took all advantages, resent- 
^ the cacroachmeats on tncm by hi» (llerve>'s) grants, 
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CHAP, their invaders, the dcfightful regions, where their 
^^' fathers had been placed by the bounty of heaven } 
jg4Q^ and where, before the coming of the English, 

their days had rolled on in an enchanting round of 
innocence and gaiety.... where they possessed a- 
bundance without labor, and independence with- 
out government. The little that remained of their 
possessions was attempted to be wrested from them 
by the insatiable avarice and rapacity of their ene- 
mies. But it was i^t only their property that was 
insecure ; they were about to be bereaved of their 
independence, the noblest attribute of a savage. 

How sad and melancholy was the change from 
their former to their present condition : Until tlic 
year 1636, they were engaged in an incessant war 
with the English, in which, although they often 
dreadfully retaliated on their invaders, diey sus- 
tained a constant, although gradual diminution of 
their strength. Every inch of ground was dis- 

Euted with desperate valor and inimitable address : 
lut alas, savage valor and savage address, wei-e 
oflitde avail, against the dreadful combinations of 
the white man's genius. They had indeed prov- 
ed, that their enemies were mortal $ but they were 
mortals, who combated with the arms* of the 
Gods. But although they felt the superiority of 
their enemies, they disdained to listen to the sug- 
gestions of despair. They brooded in secret over 
their wi'ongs, waiting for some favorable occasion 



* What a striking contrast does the North American pre- 
sent to the Indian of South America : His dread offirearms 
appears to have been but small and short-lived ; he never 
Avas enslaved ; he set himself to work to meet the pAiropean 
\filh his own weapons, and soon excelled him in the use of 
the rifle ; and after two centuries, so formidable has he be- 
come, that the Europeans are often obliged to purchase peace, 
and sometimes even a bare neutrality. 



VIRGINIA^ • * 53 

when they might fall with their united strength on CHAP. 
their oppressors. 1_^ 

Opechancanough, from his retreat at the jg^o. 
head of York river, witnessed with secret plea- 
sure t!ie proj^ess of these discontents, which his 
influence and discourses had pricipally contribut- 
ed to excite and exasperate. His sagacious mind 
quickly discovfered, in the divbions of the colony> 
the occasion, which he had long waited for with 
impatience and anxiety ; and he lost not a mo- 
ment in concerting measures for improving it to 
the purposes of his patriotism and revenge. 

Although now grown old, his conduct exhi* 
bited on this occasion, the miion of a burning ar- 
dor and an indefatigable industry ; and his orders 
were conveyed with electric rapidity during the 
silence of midnight, to the remotest tribes of the 
confederacy. 

The Pamunkies and Chickahominies, ^vho 
were immediately under his influence, together 
with the Paspaheys, Warasqueakcs and Matapo- 
nies, as well from their situation as their courage; 
and their experience of the English mode of light- 
ing, were looked upon as the main strength of the 
confederacy: And witb these, • Opechancanough 
resolved to make the prinfciiJaL onset in person. 
The more distant stations were assigned to the 
principal v/ar chiefs of the several tribes : And 
thus a war, which raged from the mouth of the 
Chesapeake, to the heads of all the great rivers, 
which disclferge themseivcs into it, was so simple 
^s to render confusion impossible. The leaders 
were simply directed, at a stated hour, to attack 
theEngiish settlements with their whole force and 
the utmost fury. 

But few particulars of tliis war have been trans- ' 
Kiitted to our times ; so that the day, or even the 
year, of its commencement, is known with little 
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CHAP, certainty. Beverley* seems to think, that it took 
^^' place in 1639, during the administration of Her* 
jg^2^ vey ; and he asserts, that there was no peace or 

truce after this, with the Indians, during the life 
time of Opechancanough. There is coniplete 
evidence on the face of the Ancient Records of 
this state, that this chief was at peace witli the En- 
glish in 1640 and 1641 ; so that if the latter po- 
sition of this historian be correct, it must have bro- 
ken out subsequent to this period. In the former 
of these years, the punishment of John Burton, f 
who had been found guilty of the murder of an In- 
dian, was remitted at the intercession of Opechan- 

• canough and his great men; and in the latter end 
of 1641, Thomas Rolfe,J the son of Pocahontas, 
petitioned the governor for permission to visit his 
kinsman Opecliancanough, and Cleopatre, the sis- 
ter of his mother. These circumstances prove in- 
contestibly tliat the war occasioned by the massa- 
cre, and which was marked on both sides by the 
most ferocious and vindictive spirit^ had not yet 

^ commenced. 

Ther^ isreasonto believe that this event[l took 
place in the winter of 1641, or the early part of the 
following year> b^f^r^ tlje colony had regained its 
tranquility, undcp,|ihe ^niid and able administrati- 
on of Berkeley. But in whatever way this questi- 
on shall be dt cided, it is certain that most of the 
frontier settlements were broken up by the fuiy 
of this irruption. 



• fi, 59.— But be that matter how rt will, from that time 

to his captivity, there never was the least truce between them 

and the Knglish. 

t Ancient Records. t -ibidem, 

\\ It is but fair to state, that an old manuscript, which ia 

many of its particulars I have found to be authentic, state* 

that it took place about the year 1640* 
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The colonists lostfivehundredpcrsons,* whose CH\P. 
mudlated and bleeding bodies, scattered over the ^^' 
earth, gave dreadful proof of the fury and inex- j^^^ 
tinguishable hatred of their enemies. In adcUci- . * . 
on to this severe loss, several were hurried away j/^i^ij, 
into a captivity worse than death. The habitations 
and corn ; the instruments of fiuining, and house- 
hold utensils ; in a word, every thing that was es« 
sential to their comfort or convenience, was con- 
sumed with fire ; while the minds of the survivors 
were appalled by the fears of famine, and the gloo- 
miest presages of future calamities. 

This irruption had been decisive of the fete of 
Virginia^ but for the operation of circumstances 
over which Opechancanough could have no con- 
troul. The wihC measures devised by former as- 
semblies, had prohibited all trade and intercourse 
tvith this people, except at stated markets on the 
irontiers;t and it was absolutely necessary that* 
thefrontier should be forced, before the interior and 
the seat of government could be assailed. Time 
was thus afforded the inland counties to arm 
in their defence ; to prepare for which, they had 
timely notice from the fugitives, who had been a- 
We to effect their escape from amidst the ruins of 
their houses, and the dead bodies of their murder- 
ed countrymen. 

The massacre fell with the greatest weight J on 
theplantations on the south side of James river, and 
the heads of all the rivers ; and it was particularly 
destructive at the source of York or Pamunkey 



• Beverley, fi, 49. 

t But this execution did not take so general cfFect as for- 
n^erly, because the Indians were not so frequently suffered 
to come among the inner habitations of the English. 

Beverley fi, ^9. . 

\ Beverley y fi, 49. 
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CHAP, river, where, since the massacre of 1624, Opechan. 
canough had retired with his own tribe, and where 
1640. ^^ ^'^^^ occasion he commanded in person. 

AcALAMiTYso dreadful and unexpected, gave 
a shock so violent, as years of peace, and the ut- 
most exertions of a mild and able administration 
1639. were unable to repair. Sir William Berkeley, on 

his arrival, had set on foot various projects for the 
improvement* cl'the commerce, manufactures, 
and staple of the country; and the promise of roy- 
al bounty was solemly pledged to the author of any 
useful and successful experiment. Warmed by 
the genial ray and fostering hand of a liberal pa- 
tronage, the genius of the colony was beginning to 
peep out and expand itself ;t but the terrors of 
an Indian war suspended the labors of the loom 
-,. -.,.,, and the plouo^h, torrether with the speculations of 
Berkeley ^"^ cioset. All, who were ^ble to bear arms,were 
marchos in- embodied as a militia for the defence of the colo- 
tothelndian ny ; while a chosen body, comprising every twen- 
country. tifsthj man, commanded by the governor in per^ 
son, marched into the enemy's country. 

The operations of this war, wliich raged hence- 
forth without any intermission till the death of 
Opechancanough, are not detailed by any histo-' 
rian. The early records of the state, which might 
have supplied this defect, are silent on the subj'.ct. 
The relation of Beverley, II unsatisfactory and im- 
perfect as it is, contains every particular, which 
has survived the ravages of time, and the inaccu- 
racy of the original reporters. 

* He encouraged the country in several essays of pot-ash, 
soap, salt, flax, hemp, silk and cotton. — Beverley^ fu So, 

t But the Indian war ensuing upon this last niassacre, 
was a great obstruction to* these good designs, by requiring 
all the spare men to be employed in defence of the colony* 

Beverley <t fu 5Q. 

} Ancicm Records, MSS, II fi. 5G. 
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We are told, that Opechancanougli at this CHAP. 
time was so dea^pid by age, as to be unable to ^^' 
walk ; but that his spirit, rising above die ruins of j^^ 
his body, directed from the litter on which^he \\'as 
carried by his Indians, the onset and the retreat of 
his warriors. 

The excessive fatigues he encountered in diis 
difficult and laborious service, completed the wreck 
of his constitution : His flesh* became macerated ; 
his sinews lost their tone and elasticity ; and his u^ ..,^^. 
eye- lids were so heavy, that he could not sec, un- cs ami lakes 
less they were lifted up by his attendants. In this him prison- 
forlorn condition, he was surprized by sir W. cr to James 
Berkeley, who pursued him close with a squadron ^^"^'^^ 
of light cavalry, and carried in tiiumph to James- 
Tow^n. 

To the honor of the governor it should be re- 
corded, that his conduct to his illustrious aijd ve- 
nerable captive, was invariably marked by grftit 
tenderness and humanity ; and the members of 
the council nnd assembly partook in the interest 
and pity excited by his majestic and manly ap- 
pearance. . In general too, the feelings of the co- 
lonists did honor to their nature on diis occasion : 
They saw the terrible enemy, wlio had been the 
author of so many, mischiefs to Virginia, now a 
captive in their hands, bending under the load of 
years, and shattered by the hardships of war; and 
they generously resolved to bury tlie remembran- • 

ces of their injuries, in his present melancholy re- 
verse of fortune. 

As for him, his deportment was suitable to his 
former glory, and the lofty spirit and maxims of 
an Indian hero. He disdained to utter any com- 
plaint, or to manifest tiie slightest uneasiness; 

* Beverley. 

H 
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CHAP, and instead of deprecating the tortures, which he 
* ' calculated were preparing for hjm, his language 
1640. and demeanor bespoke the most aroolute contempt 
and defiance : But for the most pai t, his spirit was 
shroudM in a haughty and disdainful reserve. So 
consummate was his real or assumed indifference 
and apathy, that he rarely permitted his eye-lids 
to be lifted up, as if he was desirous of shewing 
his enemies, that there was notliing in their pos- 
session, which he conceived worthy to excite his 
apprehensions, or attract his curiosity. 

In this state he continued several days, attend- 
ed by his faithful Indians, who begged to be ad- 
mitted to the honor of sharing his late, and per- 
forming those offices about their beloved chief, 
Heiswoun-^^^^^ '^^s merits and infirmities required: But 
ded by one neither his undaunted spirit;, nor the generosity of 
of hisguaids his egemies, could preserve his life. He was base- 
ly*shot through the back by one of the soldiers 
appointed to guard him, without any other provo- 
cation, than the recollection of injuries, which 
should have been forgotten ; and the apprehen- 
sion of escape, which it was his duty to pre- 
vent.* 
Hisastonish To the last moment, his courage remained lin- 
ing firm- broken, and the nearer death approached, the grea- 
ness and ^^^ caution he used in concealing his dejection, 
wiLy. ^" ^^^^ preserving the dignity and serenity of his as- 
. pect. A few moments before he expired, he heard 

an unusual bustle in his prison : Having ordered 
his attendants to lift up his eye-lids, he discovered 
a number of persons crouding round him, for the 
purpose of gratify ing an unseasonable and cruel cu- 



* One of the soldiers resenting the calamities the colony- 
had suflfered by this prince's means, basely shot him thro' 
the back, after he \^ made prisoner, of which wound he 
died.— jBev^r/ey, fi. 57, 
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riosity. The d)nng chief fidt this indignity with CHAP, 
a keenness of s^isibility the more violent, as it j«_«^J^«-^ 
was new and unforeseen. It was a burst of pas- 1640. 
sion, a momentary ascendancy of nature over the 
habits of education ; and its exhibition and elect 
must be acknowledged to correspond with the 
greatness of the occasion. Without deigning to 
notice the intruders, he raised himself from the 
earth, and with the voice and tone of ^uthorit}% 
commanded that the governor should be immcdi- His re- 
ately called in. When he made his appearance, pj^acji of 
Opechancanough scornfully told him, that, '* had ^ w"'*"* 
itbeen his fortunetohave taken sir William Bcrke- ^ ^**^^* 
ley prisoner, he should not meanly have exposed 
him as a show to his people.^'* 

It is said, that sir William Berkeley intended o- ^ 4U 
sending him to England,! with tlie view of aug. 
menting his reputation by the present of a' royal 
captive, who could call into the field, ten J times 
as many Indians as there were English in Virgi- 
nia. 

The appearance of this chief, now nearly an 
hundred years old, would be attended Mith ano- 
ther beneficial effect : It would refute the slanders 
industriously propagated against the salubrity and 
healthiness of the climate. 

II So little is known with certainty of the history 



* Beruerley, f Ifndem, 

\Brverley — This is doubtless exaf;;gerated : But the stren^ 
of the Indians was better known at this lime, than it coukL 
have been when capl. Smith made a rough estimate of some 
of the tribes. It furnishes another evidence oftbc inaccuracy 
of the received calculation. Several other data will occur 
in the course of this volume, which render it wholly inad- 
missible. 

8 Opechancanough, says Beverley, was a man of large 
stature, noble presence, and^ extraordinary parts. Though 
he had no advantage of literatuie, that being no where to be 



1640. 
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CHAP, of this people, that we remain utterly at a loss to d^* 
^^' cide whether this chief was the brother of Powha- 
tan, or an adventurer who had corae froiii another 
people, and established himself alone by his cou- 

And charac ^^ge and abiUty. 

tei\ It is asserted by some, I know not on what 

foundation, that he came originally from the mines 
of St. Barbe,* or some of the tribes bordering on 
the empire of Mexico. But whatever variance 
may exist on this head,, there is an universal con-" 
currence as to the character of his mind and un- 
derstanding. He is represented to have been bold, 
crafty, insinuating, insincere ; a perfect master of all 



found amongst the American Indians. Yet he was perfect- 
ly skilled in the art of governing his rude countrymen. 

* Tliis king, in Smith's history, is called the brother of 
Powhatan, but by the Indians he was not so esteemed : For 
they say he was a prince of a foreign nation, and came to 
them ti great way from the south-west : And by their ac- 
count^ we suppose him to have come from the Spanish In- 
dians, some where near Mexico, or the mines of St. Barbe, 

Beverley^ fi, 49. 
The sachem orchief of the tribe, (says mr. Jefferson) ap- 
pears to be by election : And sometimes persons who are 
strangers, and adopted into the tribe, are promoted to this dig- 
nity on account of their abilities. Thus on the arrival of cap- 
tain Smith, the first founder of the colony of Virginia, Ope- 
chancanough, who was sachem or chief of the Chickahomi- 
nies, one of the tribes of the Powhatans, is &aid to have been 
of another tribe, and even of another nation ; so that no cer- 
tain account could be obtained of his origin or descent. 

A'oteaon Vir^nia^fu 308. 
This account, if true, would suggest some injportant reflec- 
tions, respecting the way in v.hich this part of the continent 
was originally peopled. If we combine with this, the traditions 
ol the Mexicans respecting their origin, there is room to con- 
jecture, that the independent communities of aborigines^ 
which were extended to the neighborhood of the Esquimaux, 
Were originally formed from the overflowing of the iMexican 
empire, by emigrations arising* from choice or necessity. 
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the arts of simulation and dissimulation : In short, CHAP. 
he was the Hannibal of Virj^inia. ^^' ,, 

During the life-time of Powhatan, although 1640. 
his talents as a war chief and counsellor were uni- 
versally acknowledged, the concentration of au- 
thority in tlie person of the emperor ; the vcneru- 
ration inspired by his aged and majestic figure, 
and the memory of his atchievements, threw at a 
distance all competition and rivalship. But when 
tlie aged founder of the Powhatan confederacy had 
paid the debt of nature, and his authority devolved 
by inheritance on a feeble and decrepid successor, 
Opechancanough rose immediately to his natural 
elevation, in spile of the imposing influence of de* 
scent and inheritance. 

Otiatan retained indeed the nominal author!- 
ty: The Indians, humane and just to each other, 
had no objection to his title of great wcrowance, 
or to any other title he thought proper to assume. . . . 
But their attendance in wiu' or council i^ so com- 
pletely discretional, that a single member of a 
tiibe, may reject the determination of the whole 
nation, and refuse to take part in any projects they 
have adopted. Before such judges, the active and 
enterprizing Opechancanough had everything to 
hope. The whole confederacy were jealous of the 
English, and were anxious for their destruction : 
He seconded the national impulse, and oftered to 
direct their vengeance. The address and courage 
displayed in conducting the massacre, and in his 
subsequent enterprizes, justified the public confi- 
dence ; and among the English, he was univer- 
sally regarded as a more ibrmidable antagonist 
tl)an even Powliatan. 

But whatever judgment shall be pronounced 

on their respective merits, after a candid review of 

their actions ; if it shall be thought that the f)alni 

«should be adjudged to i'owhataii, by reason of the 
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CHAP, impiitecl glories of his youth and Ws manhood^ 
^ ^^- which, although they were atchieved before the 
1640. coming of the iinglihh, lived in the tradition of all 

tjie tribes, and were confirmed by the respect and 
reverence Ins presence, and even his name, every 
where inspired. However the decision shall go 
as it regards their general actions, it must be ad- 
mitted that no single feat of Powhatan, can 
, match with tlie death of Opechancanough. His- 
tory informs us by innumerable examples, that 
great actions may be easily atchieved by the as- 
sociation of nutnbers, the ardor and incentive of 
example, and the prospect of power : But it is re- 
served for the truly great soul to preserve its poise 
. and stature in the glooip of dungeons, and even in 
the embraces of death. 

* Th e death of Powhatan was comparatively hap* 
py. . . . His country was at peace : He was surroun- 
ded by his family : He could transmit his power 
to his descendants ; and he was assured that his 
remains would be deposited with the proper cere- 
monies, in the barrow of his tribe. 

Opechancanough lived to see the destructi* 
en of his people ; and for any purpose of glory or 
security, might have justly considered himself as 
at the last of his race. He labored under tlie tor- 
tures of a mortal wound, embittered by tlie infir- 
mities of age,.and aggravated by a sense of his de- 
• plorable condition, in the midst of enemies he de- 
tested, and excluded from the sight and consola- 
tions of his brave companions : Yet not fill the 
gloom of his adversity, could shroud the majesty 
of his mind. 

At the age of one hundred years; blind, un- 
able to stand ; \v oundt d, and a captive ; 0]3echan- 
canough continued to be an hero. Then it was, 
as if all his faculties were roused and collected for 
tlie purpose of shedding a glory on his latter m^ 
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ments, that he uttered the noble reproof against CH\P. 
sir William Berkeley, for suffering his infirmities gg^^^i^gg^ 
to be insulted by the gaze of vulgar curiosity..,. I640. 
1 he SparUms or the stoics have produced no equal 
to this situation. 

I AM aware that the hare attempt to paint the 
mwal qualities of an Indian, u ill be derided by 
tlie squeamishness of civilization. It will be ob. 
jected, that Oj^echanamou^h was a savage ; that 
all savages have the same chiiractcr, the elements 
of u hich are cunning, treachery, ferocity and super- 
stition; thatthese furnish an appearance by fir too 
simple and uniform for the varieties of character ; 
and that every thing beyond them is added by the 
imagination of the autlior. These objections are 
specious, but that is all.. ..The American Indian 
is a different order of savages, as far removed in 
his moral qualities from the people of ihe otiier 
quarters of the globe, as he is in his person and 
complexion ; and I am satisfied, that the history 
cf this people would form the most instructive 
chapter in the history of man. 

The death of this great leader w^as the signal 
for the dissolution of the famous confederacy. Dissolution 
which had been formed by the genius of Powha- ®^ ^^^ ^^^* 
tan, and which had been cemented by the coming ^^^*" 
of tfie English, and the superior mind of Opechan- 
canough. Havinglosttheirleader, the several tribes 
relapsed into their former state of patriarchal go- . 
vernment, which, as being less complex than that 
of federation, was more congenial to their habits 
and principles : Possibly too, there was no war 
chief in their estimation worthy to be the success- 
or of the chief of Pamunkey. The pressure of 
war, and the difficulty of raising provisions amongst 
a people, whose improvidence never looks beyond 
the moment, were additional motives for thit se- 
j)aration, * 
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CHAP. The advantages that might arise from these cir* 

, cumstances, were immediately discerned by the 

1640. sagacious mind of the governdr; and he lo$t not 

a moment in improving them to his advantage. 
Peace with For this purpose, overtures of peace and friend- 
all the tribes gj^jp^ dictated rather by humanity than a spirit of 
conquest, vrere sepai'ately made to the heads of 
tribes, which, after much caution and'interruption , 
were at length accepted and solemnly ratified in 
presence of the commissioners of the colony and 
assemblies of the Indians. 

The termination of this long and destructiv^ii 
1642. y^^^ Iq[^ ^j^^ colony full leisure to attend to objects 

of internal improvement, and the extension of its 
commerce. The mild administration of sir Wil- 
liam Berkeley, by leaving the people no appre- 
hensions for their freedom, seconded those favor- 
able circumstances. Altlwugh the governor was 
warmly attached to the royal cause, he found it 
impracticle to decline the use of popular assem- 
, blies'*- in Virginia. The fate of Hervcy was fresh 
in his remembrance, and his conduct was so mp- 



* The following paper is inserted, notwithstandinj^ its style 
15 hatish, obscure s(nd strained, because it serves to shf*w the 
dependence of the government on the people of Virginia, 
and the respect which even sir William iJerkcley entertain- 
ed for their opinion : 

A REMONSTRANXE of the GRAND ASSEMBLY. 
M^hereas the natural and most wished effects of assem- 
blies may summarily be comprehended, in the ordering and 
enacting good and wholesome laws, See. ratifying and relie- 
ving such disorders and grievances which are incident to all 
states and republicks, in which considerations this assembly 
may seem to have declined and swerved from those true in- 
tents of so happy constitutions, if their endeavors and decla- 
rations be apprehended, either by a bare view of the laws, 
few ift number, and therefore not answering the expectations 
of a meeting exceeding the customary limits of time in this^ 
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Celled, as to be directly the opposite of a man so 
fallen and degraded. With this view, his respect 
to the popular privileges of the assembly was punc- 1«*3* 

place usedyor^by comparing the payments and levies now 
imposed much more free in any respect, that in them th« 
grievance of the inhabitants were principally stated. 

It is therefore thought fit by them to present and remoiH 
ttrate to the colony the weighty consequence and benefits re* 
dounding thereto by their late consultations. 

1st. The first is instanced by repealing the act of four 
pounds per poll annually to the governor, which is a benefit 
descending unto us and our posterity, which we acknowledge 
contributed to us by your present governor. 

Next, by abolishing condemnations and censures (presi- 
dential from the time of the corporation) of the inhabitants 
from the colony's service wherein we may not likewise silence 
the bounty of our present governor, in preferring the publick 
freedom before his particular profit, in which act we may 
^Iso pronounce the inhabitants absolutely to have recorded 
thebinh-right of our mother nation, and the remains of the 
late company's oppression, to be quite extinguished. 

3rdly, The near approach which we have made to the 
laws and customs of England in proceedings of the court and 
trials of causes. 

4thly. The rules and forms set down for deciding of differ- 
tnces and debates concerning 'titles of land or otherwise. 

Sthly. The appropriating and accommodating of parishes 
with moats and bounds, that God Almighty may be more du- 
ly served. 

6thly . The treaties and overtures with the governor and 
proviriCe of Maryland, requiring time for maturing, and ve* 
ry successful in the bay of Chissopiack. 

7thly. The settling of peace and friendship with the Indi- 
ans by mutual capitulations and articles, agreed and con- 
cluded ^n in writing, by many messages and interruptiona 
lengthened. 

Sthly. The common grievances relieved and removed in 
assessments, proportioning in some measure payments ac« 
cording to men's abilities and estates, augmented unto tb« 
wealthier sort by the number of milk kind, and by that re^ 
lief afforded to the poorer sostof the inhabitants,which courfCt 
through the strangeness thereof, could not but require mi^cli 
^me of controverting and debating. 
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1643. 



tllious and pointed. It is a curious fact, that while 
Charles thought it expedient to remove to York,* 
in order to be out of the sight of a parliament he 
ieared and detested, sir William Btrkelty, who 
had all the prejudices and antipathies of his mais- 
ter, should be cordially co-operating with the coun- 
cil and liouse of burgesses, i\i measures calculated 
to secure the liberties of a colony. But notwith- 
standing this Jiberality in the general conduct of 
his administration, his political bias would insen- 
sibly betray itself on several minute and subordi- 
nate occasions. 

The bold innovations of Laud, which gave so 
ting rcfigf niuch offence to the nation and parliament, and his 
severe dogmas against the puritans,t were intro- 
duced as the sole rule atnd guide of ecclesiastical 



Regulati- 
ons respec 



on. 



9thly. Lastly— The gracious inclination of his majesty €• 
ver ready to our proteclioii, and now more particularly as- 
sured to us, together with the concurrence of a happy parli- 
ment in England, where the greater motives Vo us to take 
the opix^rtunity of establishing our liberties and privi!ege»» 
and settling our estates often heretofore assaulttd and threat- 
ened, and now lately invaded by the late corporation, and of 
preventing the future designs of ii monopolizers, contractors, 
preemptors, ever hitherto i xessani upon us, not only bereav- ' 
in^ us ot" all cheerfuln<. ss and alacrity, but usurping the be- 
nefit and disposition of our labors, and we apprehend no time 
would be misp**nt or labor misplaced, in gaining firm peace , 
to oui'selvcs and posterity, and a future immunity anaease -' 
frpm taxes and in^wsition-i, wliich we expect to be the fruits ^ 
orour endeavors, and to which end we have tliough treason-*' 
able for us liberA'ly and freely to open our purses, not doubt- 
snp^ but all well affected persons will with all zeal and good 
aflft ction embrace the purchase, and pray to Almighty God 
forthesucctsS: 

Given at d grand assembly, at James-City, the first of Ju-r 
ly, 1642. 

WILLIAM BERKELEY. 

• Hume, 
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proceedingc; and a sanctimonious respect and CHA1>. 
reverence for the person and doctrines of this pre- ^^- . 
late, were commanded under strict ixrnahies. Not I64a. 
the siightest allusion was indulged against royal 
and episcopal author ify. About this time Stephen 
Reek* was set in the pillory two hours, with a la- 
bel on his back, expressing his offence, fined 5C/. 
and imprisoned during pleasure, for s^iying his 
majesty was at confession with the lord Canterbu* 
ry. None but confoi mists in the strictest and 
most absolute sense, were permitted to reside in 
the colony, lest they should introduce the hereti- 
eai contagion of their principles. 

The assemblies satisfied with having establish- 
ed their legislative independence, and grateful 
probably to the kingf(jr his free and liberal con- 
cessions, secondtd the wishes of tiie governor. 
But however disponed they might be to. guard 
the purity and fix tdom of their n ligion, they were 
averse to the least abatement or diminution of their 
political rights, whether it originaicd in the gover- 
nors or the kii g; and nothing, I am apt to thmk, 
more e minently conduced to preserve them from 
aggression, than their established character for 
courage and intelligence. 

It should not be omitted, that by a law of 1639, 
JameS'Townf was fixed on as the permanent seat 
of government. The colony was called on by the 
king'b letters to grant assistance lo Henry loidMal- 
trdvers4 in settling Carolina ; and ou the moti- 
on of captuia William Howley,|| w ho w^as his lord- 
ship's deputy, an order of council was made to 
that effect. 

I FIND in the proceedings of this year, another 



• Ancient Rt^ordii. t Ibidem. 

iUid€m, II Ibidim. 




6« HISTORY Ot" 

striking peculiarity in the structure of juries : The 

pannel of a petty jury, on a trial for murder, con- 

1643. sisted of twenty- four men ; another for felony of 

t^ecuhanty twelve. I have perused with much attention the 
ture^of'Tu- several tracts relative to the history of juries in 
yjeg. England, and am unable to discover any thing ana- 

logons to these capricious innovations. 

By an act of this year, the expences of burgesses 
Estateofthe were ordered to be levied by monthly courts; and 
latd govcr- 5y an order of the general court, the real and per- 
pavmcnt of ^^"^^ estate of the late governor, were sold for the 
his debt*, payment of his debts, with a reservation of a life in- 
terest in the land, and an exception of some chat- 
tels necessary for his immediate subsistence,*-. 

During this session too, three new counties 
were established.... Accomac, Upper and Lower 
Norfolk ; and a regulation was made, prohibiting 
the sherifii to compel any person to leave the plan- 
tation on which he resided, for the purpose of 
choosing burgesses.f 
G. Sandys* ^^^^ session of assembly of this year exhibits 
c<vnpany'» in a striking point of view the fortunate effects of 
ngentpetiti- the seeming liberality of Charles to his person and 
ons for res- cause ; andjthe ascendancy which the new gover- 
nor was daily gaining by his kind and popular qua- 
lities. It is well known that the colony was de- 
cidedly averse to the dissolution of the proprieta- 
ry government, and with a generous warmth, re- 
monstrated^ against the measure, as impolitic and 



* Ancient Records. t Ibidem, 

\ The Declaration agairiBt the Comfianyj to be entered as the 
tv^enty-firat act. 
To all christian people to whom these presents shall come 
lo be read, heard or undei'stood, we the governor, counctt 
and burgesses of the grand assembly in Virginia, send greet- 
ing in our Lord God everlasting : — Whereas George San- 
ity s, esq. being appointed agent for the colony by the asstfm- 
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ttfitonstitutional. But the extension and securi- CHAP. 

tyofAeir rights under the royal govemme..t, and , U^ 

the profound tranquility enjoyed under a governor 1643. 



61y I6S6, hath exhibited a petition in the name of the adven- 
turers and plaRters in Virginia, to the honorable house of 
commons in parliament in England, for restoiing the letters 
patent of incorporation to the late treasurtr and company, 
mistaking his advice and instructions fi-om the said assembly 
for his so doing, it being neither the meaning nor intent of 
the said assembly or inhabitants here, for to give way for 
the introducing of the said company or any other. 

To which intent and purpose, this grand assembly having 
fully debated and maturely considered the reasons on both 
sides, as well arguing for as against a company, and looking 
back to ihe times under the company, as also upon the pre- 
sent state of the colony, under his majesty's government, 
they find the late company in their government intolerable, 
the present comparatively happy, and that the old corporati- 
on cannot with any possibility be again introdjced^ without 
absolute ruin and dissolution to the colony, for these reasons 
following, viz : 

The intolerable calamity of the colony we find proved by 
many illegal proceedings and barbarous torments inflicted 
on divers of his majesty's subjects, in the time of the said 
company's government, all which appear per deposition ta- 
ken at a grand assembly, anno 1632, and is known to diverii 
now living in the colony — Also we find Uie whole t; ade of the 
colony, to the general grievance and complaint of the inha- 
bitants, then and now appearing to us monopolized by the 
said company, inasmuch, that upon the going home of any 
person for his country, it was not free for him to carry with 
him the fruits of his lalxjr for his own comfort and rclieli 
but was forced to bring it to the magazine of the company, 
and there to exchange it for useless and unprofitable wares. 

The present happiness is exemplified to us by theftcedom 
•f yearly assemblies, warranted to us by his majesty's gra- 
cious instruction, and the legal trial by juries in all criminal 
causes and civil, where it shall be demanded, and above all, 
by his majesty's royal encouragement unto us upon all oc- 
casions, to address oui-selves unto him by our hun)blc])cti- 
tions, which doth so much distinj>uish our happiness, from 
tl.at of the former times, that private letters to friends were 
rarely ad mltted passage* 
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of soft and insinuating manners, had effected an 
^_^__^^ entire revolu ion, on this head. 
1643. It seems that inr. George Smdys,* one of the 

To llie thiid, for introducing li.c o d torp ^raliun vvuhcut 
ruin and<li!> oluiion to the colfHiy at present, as a tiling iicjk 
possible, we conct ivc we have tnebe just grounds : 

1st. 'I lure can be no ri^ht nor propeity introduced for 
them without proving the ilK j>;.ility of the kiuj^'s procecd- 
ihj^s, so that all gi ants since upon such a foundation, musit of 
consequence be and ttndinii^ to displeasure. We the present 
plantei-s enj' your lands by inuneiiiate 5; rani f:< m his majes- 
ty. If, as it is argued in their petition, rhe king had nopow- 
er to j^rant our possessions, we nuist give.place to their claim^ 
which is one li.vincible argument, (as we conceive) of the 
ruinand dissolutiort tothe colony at present; when, if their 
pretences take place, we must be ousted of all : And where- 
as it is alledgeil, that the charter of orders from the treasu- 
rer and company, anno i6l3, gives us claim and right lobe 
members (*f the corporation, quataenus planters, we find the 
company by said charters, where members, planters and ad- 
Venturers, are considered by theu\selves, & (hstinguislied 11901 
planters and adventurers, not being menjbers : And we fur- 
ther find ourselves (being the king's grantees) in the said 
cliarters condemned, the clause plainly pronouncing in these 
tvords — We do ordain, that all such persons as of their owa 
\oluntary wdl and unthoriiy shall remove into Virginia,with- 
out any giant from us in a great and general qnaner court, in 
' "wriiing underoiu* seals, shall be deemed enemies,as they are 
occupiers of our land, that is to say, of the common land (jf uf 
the said treasureV and conipany ; much more such grantcrt 
as have their right from an erroneous, as they prt tend. 

2(ily. Thatif the company be removed, by which meant 
they as aforesaid have leave, and the sti ength of their own 
charter otorders, ])ubliclyin tlie ccmpany to displant us,th« 
wiser world we hope will excuse us, if we be weary to depart 
with what (nrxt our lives,) nearest concerns us, which are 
our estates, being tl»e livelihood of ouiselves, wives and chil- 
dren, to tiie couriesey and will of such' task masters, fron^ 
whom we have already experienced so much oppression. 

3dly. Wc may not admit ofs) unntural a distance as a 
company, will i.iterfere between his majesty and his sub- 
jects, from wiiose immediate pioiwctioii we have rtceivcd ^ 
many royal fa vol s and jjr.-ciuUij blessings. 

• Aucicnt Records. 
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leolony^s agents in England hiwJ, in the mtnte of CHAP. 
the inhabitants, petitioned the parliament to re- ^gg^' 
store the treasurer and company. No thne could I64i. 



For by such admission — 1 st. We shaH degenerate from the 
condition ot uur birtli>natui"alizcd under a monaixliical j^o- 
Tcrnnitnt. and not a popular and tumuluoin government, 
depending upon tlve greatest number of votes of per- 
sons ofs<;veral humors and dispositions, as this* fj company 
•must be granted to be, from %v hose gener.vl quarter courts, 
til laws binding the p anters here did and would again issue. 
2dly We cannot wiih u/ the luttural l»riachof dnty and 
religion, give up nnd resign the lands which ue had granted 
and hold from the king, upon certain annu.il rens» finer, as 
We hui) bly conceive, if his majisiy shall so pUase, for u 
branch of your own royal steni, thun for a company to the 
claim of a corporation ; for besides our birth, our ixissesstons 
enjf in us as a fealty, without a salva fide aliis dtmiinis. We 
conceive, by adnussion to a company, the freedom of our 
trade (which is the life and blood of a commonwealth) is im- 
peached, for those who, with most secret resenation and 
most subtlety, argue for a company, though they pretend to 
submit the govenimentto the king, yet they reserve to the 
corporation pi-operty to the land, and power of managing the 
tiade ; which word n»anaging, in any sense taken, we can 
Do way interpret, than a conveitible to monopolizing; for 
whether in this sense, that all the commodities raised in the 
colony, shall be parted with, exchanged or vended, at such 
rates and prices as they shall set down, or such wares and 
merchandizes as they shall import, or be disposed into their 
magazines, or such bottoms as shall from time to time be 
licensed or oi*dcred by them; or whether in this sense, that 
the planters only shall sell such commodities and in such pro- 
portion as by advice and determination of their quarter courtf 
shaU be directed ; still the terms and condition of the plan- 
lets are subjected to a monopoly, that is to their sole guid* 
ance, governing and managing, wi'h what reason we leave 
to the world to judge: For lliough we submit in the depth 
of judgment and understanding to such as shall sit at the 
•ielm, there yet is most possible and indeed very probable, 
that at this distance wise men may nustake, and there is 
more likelihood that such as are acquainted with the clime 
and accidents thereof, may upon better grounds , prescribe 
our advantages, both for Quality and quantity of conditions, 
whicli by the bounty of his majesty we- now enjoy Jbj oitf 
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CHAP, have been more favorable for such an object, if Jt 

^^' had been thought desirable. The celebrated long 

1642, parliament was now in session, and any petition 



grand assemblies, and in any other way will be dcstructiTo 
.unto us according to our possessions. 

Though we may admit the pretence, that the government 
shall be made good to the king, tiiat is, that the king shall 
nominate and appoint the governor, first, we find it directly, 
besides the scope of the past, which insists upon restoring the 
company in all formalities ; next we take it at best but for a 
fallacy and trap, not of capacity enough to catch men with 
eyes and foresight, for upon a supposition that a governor 
shall be named and appointed by his majesty; yet his dcpen- 
dance, so far forth as continuing and displacing, will by rea-* 
son of their power and interest in great men there, vest in 
them, which necessarily brings with it conformity to their 
wills in Whatsoever shall be commanded, which, how perni- 
cious it will be to the colony, according to our assertion ia 
this head, we leave to the ablest judgments. 

We the governor, council, and burgesses of this present 
grand assembly, having taken into serious consideration these 
and many other dangerous effects, which must be concomi- 
tant in and from a company or corporation, have thought fit 
to declare, and hereby do declare, for ourselves and all the 
commonalty of this colony, that it was never desired, sought 
after, or endeavored to be sought for, either directly or indi- 
rectly, by the consent of any grand assembly, or the common 
consent of the people : And we do hereby further declare 
and testify to all the world, tl^t we will never admit the re- 
storing of the said company, or any for or in their hehalfs, 
saving to ourselves herein a most faithful and loyal obedience 
to his sacred majesty, our dread sovereign, whose royal pro- 
tection and allowance, and maintenaace of this our just de- 
claration and protestation, we doubt not, according to his ac- 
customed clemency and benignity to his subjects to find: 
And we do further enact, and be it hereby enacted and ma- 
nifested, per authority aforesaid, that what person or persons 
whatsoever either is or h<ereafter shall be any planter or ad- 
venturer, shall go about by any way or means, either directly 
or indirectly, to sue for, advise, assist, abet, countenance or 
contrive the reduction of this colony, to a company or cor- 
poration! or introducing a contract or monopoly upon our 
persons, lands, or commodities, upon due proof or conviction 
fc>f any of the premises, viz. going about by any way or means 
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^r remonstrance that went to the abridgment or 
disparagement of royal authority, was sure of a ^^^^ 
fevorable reception before their tribunal. But i^U. 



to sue for, advise, assist, abet, countenance or contrive the 
reducing thrs colony to a company or coiporalion, or to in- 
troduce a contract or nK>nopoly as aforesaid, upon due con- 
Ticlion as aforesaid, shall he held and deemed an enemy to 
the colony, and shall forfeit his or their whole esiate or es- 
tates that shall be fbund withfn the limits of the colony, the 
one half shall be and come to public uses, the other moiety 
or half to the informer. This act to be in force, and the pe- 
nalty therein contained to extend to all the adventurers and 
planters now residinjj; in the colony, upon' the publicatioa 
at James-City, and to all adventure I's and planters now ia 
England or elsewhere out of the limits of the colony, within 
five days after the arrival, of this our said declaration, pro- 
testation and act, within the realm of England. Signed un- 
der our hand and seal, with our seal of the colony, at James- 
CitjV-he first April, in the year of our lord 1 643, and the eigh- 
teenth year ot the reiji^n of our sovereign lord king Charles 
over England, &c. The governor, council and burgesses of 
this present gi'and assembly, taking into fserious considerati- 
on the many and weighty business begun in this present 
grand assembly, and which do yet remain unfinished, and 
to prevent all doubts whether the passing of the acts already 
agreed upon, will not be a determination of this assembly, do 
hereby enact, and by the authority of this present grand as- 
sembly, be it enacted, that notwithstanding the passing and 
enacting of divers acts already agreed ui)on, this present as- 
sembly shall be determined, but that it be adjourned to the 
Thursday in Whitsun week, being the second day of June 
next coming, at which time and day the whole body of this 
present assembly, consisting of the governor, council, and 
burgesses, shall repair to James-City, then and there to de- 
tennine and finish all such matters as shall be found rteces- ' 
Bary to be concluded and enacted, whether in matters alrea- 
dy begun, or in any business that shall then begin or be pro- 
posed, that shall redound to the glory of God, the honor of his 
teajesty, and the good of the colony. 

William Berkeley, Francis Wyatt, Samuel Matthews, 
Charles Wormley, William Pierce^ George Mantffey, Henry 
Brown, Thomas Pettus, Richard Bennett, George Ludlow, 

K 
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chap: 
II. 

Grand as- 
sembly re- 
monstrate 
against it* 



die colony, alive to the impressions of gratitude, 
which weak and mistaken as it was on this occa* 
sion, deserves some Aing more than apology, con- 
sidering the nobleness of its motive, formally dis- 
avowed the act of mr. Sandys, and entreated per- 
mission to remain under a government, which had 
been productive of such prosperity and content. 
Th^ king's* answer to this remonstrance, dat- 



Eichard Townsend, John Weale, William Butler, John Up- 
ton, Edward Hill, Thomas Fellows, Obedience Robins, Tho- 
mas Harwood, George World gh, Benjamin Harrison, Mat- 
thew Gough, George Hardy, Thomas Dane, James John- 
son, Francis Fowler, John Hill, Matthew Chiles, Thomas 
"Bernard, Ford Franklin, William Dracker, Edward Wind- 
liam. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

♦ CHARLES R.— Trusty and well iielw^ed, we greet 
yovL well. Whereas we have received a petition from you 
our governor, council and burgesses of the grand assembly 
ofVirginia, together with a prote statical and declaration of 
-the first of April, against a petition presented in your names 
to the house of commons in this kingdom, for the restoring 
the letters patent for incorporating of the bte treasurer and 
company contrary to your intent and meaning, and against 
all such as shall go about to alienate you from our immedi- 
ate protection : And whereas by your petition, that we should 
confirm this your declaration and protestation, under our roy- 
al signet, and U'ansmit it to that our colony — these are to 
signify, that your acknowledgment of our grace, bounty and 
favor towards you, and your so earnest desire to continue un- 
der our immediate protection,is very agreeable unto us ;• and 
that as we had not before the least intention to conscnt^to 
the introduction of any company over that our colony, so we 
are by it much confirmed in our resolutions, as thinking it 
unfit to change a form of government wherein (besides ma- 
ny other reasons given, and to begin) our subjects there hav- 
ing had so long experience of it, receive so much content- 
ment and satisfaction — And this our approbation ot your de- 
claration and protestation, we have thought fit to transmit to 
you, under our royal signet. Given at our court at York, 
the 5th July, 1642. 

Our trustry and well beloved, our governor, counqU and 
iburges&eft of the grand assembly in Virginia.^ 




vraoiNiA; 

9J at York, where he held his court, evinces his 

sensibility at this proof of grateful affection. The 

cncreasing discontents of the nation had of late *^3 
made such efflisions of respect, both rare and un- ^.'!^')J**'^ . 
common amongst his subjects ; and possibly the ^^ vir<inia 
east of misfortune, with which his life was begin- to the royal 
ning to be tinged, rendered thb testimony more cause ac 
valuable in his estimation. In truth, his conduct co^^«d for. 
to Virginia by no means entided him to this gra- 
titude.* To her own intelligence and public spi- 
rit was she solely indebted for whatever advanta- 
ges she had obtained. 

There is strong reason to believe, that religi- 
ous zeal alone, so prevalent at this time through- 
out the empire, was the principal cause of their 
supposed attachment to the king. 

It will be recollected, that a strict conformityf 
to the canons of the church, had from the very 
commencement been enforced in the colony ; and 
that no sectaries had been permitted to settle a- 
mong them. By these precautions, the influence 
of the puritans was totally excluded. In addition 
to this, shortly after the arrival of sir William 
Berkeley, '* to prevent the infection from reach- 
ing this country, they made several laws against 
the puritans, tho' there were as yet none amongst 
fliem."t 

The measures of the patriots in England, they 
saw manifesdy tended to a complete alteration, or 
rather abolition of the forms and discipline of that 
church, which they had been accustomed to re- 
vere ; and the puritans, whom they held in abhor- 



* He carefully endeavored to take the merit of having 
granted voluntarily to his people of Virginia, such privileges 
as he foresaw would be extorted from him. 

Rob.Americay vol, IV. fi. 235. 

t See Charters. J Bevei-iet/j/i, 57. 
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CHAP, rcnce^ appeared as the principal ''agents in this 

^ ' scheme for the destruction of religion. 
1642. This, I apprehend, was the principal, if not the 

only, motive for their new-born ardor in favor of 
royalty. Tlieirpolitical attachments were obviously 
on the otlier side ; and in the career of liberty and 
resistance, they had even anticipated and outstrip- 
ped the parliament. They had the same pointed 
regard for their rights and privileges, as this il- 
lustrious body ; they resisted with equal ardor, 
and for a long time with greater success, the en- 
croachments and the insolence of the crown. Their * 
cause was palpably the same, and nothing but the 
infatuation or phrenzy of superstition, could have 
made them separate. 

The mere influence of sir William Berkeley is 
in vain resorted to for an explanation of this in- 
consistency. 

In the common forms and civilities of life, his 
personal consideration was doubtiess great ; andthe 
qualities of his heart appeared to confirm the pre- 
possession of his manners : But that they would 
have sacrificed any thing so essential, so precious 
in their estimation, as their rights, or the principles 
of freedom, to the graces of a soft and winning 
exterior, or the weakness of personal attachment, 
oannot be collected from any part of their history. 
IQ^j About this time took place the league of per- 

petual confederacy between the colonies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut and New- Ha- 
ven. The idea of this union is stated to have been 
** familiar to several leading men in the colonies, as 
it was framed in imitation of the famous bond of 
union among the Dutch provinces, in whose do- 
minions the Bro wnists had long resided. ' ' It was 
stipulated, that the confederates should henceforth 
be distinguished by the name of the United Colo- 
nies of New- England ; that each shall remain se- 
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paratc and distinct, and have exclusive jurisdicti- CHAP. 
on within its own territory ; that in every ^var, of- ^^' ^ 
fensive and defensive, each of the confederates ^^^3^ 
should furnish its quota of men, provisions and 
money, at a rate fixed from time to time, in pro- 
portion to the number of people in each setde- 
ment ; that an assembly, comjx>sed of two com- 
missioners from each colony, shall be held annu- 
ally, with power to deliberate and decide on all 
points of common concern to the confederacy; 
and every determination in which six of their num- 
ber shall concur, shall be binding on the whole. 

This transaction, whose example was after- 
wards adopted by aU the colonies, and which be- 
came the instrument of eflFecting one of the most 
extraordinary revolutions recoitied in history, al- 
though it seemed to bespeak an authority sove- 
reign and independent, was passed over by the go- 
verning party in England, occupied in weightier 
and more extensive projects than the concerns of 
remote colonies. The religious opinion of the con- 
federates moreover, strongly pleaded in their l>e-- 
half. They wefe puritans in the strictest sense of 
the term, and it was considered impolitic and un- 
godly by tlve parliament, to scan too nicely tl^ 
conduct of men whose tenets and religious forms 
so perfectly coincided with their own ; tenets and 
forms, deemed essential to human salvation, and 
the glory and honor of the deity. In return for 
this indulgence, the people of New- England 
breathed their wishes and prayers for the suc- 
cess of the republic, which faithfully reflected the 
image of their own civil and ecclesiastical estab- 
lishments. 

^ Connecticut and New-Haven, together with 
Rhode-Island and Providence plantations, were 
founded by emigrants from Massachusetts, be- 
tween the years thirty, five and thirty-seven : But 



?« HISTORY OF 

CHAP, of these we shall have to speak more fully when I 
^^' come to treat of the French and English colonies^ 
I ^^43^ '" From this time to the surrender of Virginia 

Govern- to the Commonwealth, there is little deserving re- 
ment admi- membrance. Deprived of her supplies ; and her 
nisterecj in trade being interrupted by the civil war, she 
the kin '^ learned to depend less on others, and more on her- 
* ^* self. If little during this time was added to her 
riches, she lost nothing by rapacity or tyranny r 
and more attention was paid to those internal sour- 
ces of wealth, which, tfiough they add little to the 
splendor of a nation, constitute its best defence and 
happiness. Unable from her situation to take an 
active part in the disputes which agitated the mo- 
ther country, Virginia saw the death of the king^ 
the dispersion of his family, and the abolition of 
royalty, with feelings of regret not unmixed with 
wonder, at the boldness and novelty of their procee- 
dings : But it does not appear that she took any 
step to open an intercourse with the royal party, or 
that she extended any consolation or succor to the 
distresses of the exiled family. She forbore indeed 
to acknowledge the present government : But this 
might have been the effect of caution and reserve. 
It was not impossible the royal authority would 
be soon restored; it was indeed difficult to be- 
lieve, that a government, which had lasted foragesr 
and whose origin was supposed to belittle shorfe 
of divine, should in a moment, as it were, be dis- 
solved and melt away> before the tumultuous 
and capricious proceedings of a violent, and ill- 
concerted rebellion. 
J 6i9. During the w hole of the civil war, the govern- 

ment continued to be administered in die name of 
the king: But this unfortunate prince having at 
length fellen a sacrifice to the just resentment of 
the people, the time approached when Virginia 
was about to submit to the general fate ; a fate, 
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jdiich, saving her prejudices, could make but CH\P. 
small alteration in her circumstances. ^ 

Ixisdifficultto read Hume's account of the prin- 1549^ 
cipal events of the reign of Charles I. without feel- 
ings of disappointment and indignation. With 
what lightness does he touch the public grievan. 
ces and oppressions : With what casuistry does 
he attempt to gloss the wicked and tyrannical mea. 
sures of the court. How cold and impartial and 
inanimate is his portrait of the brave and generous 
Hambden : What a morbid sensibility does he 
display for the fate of a weak and faithless tyrant. 

Th 1 5 portion of English history affords a theme 
so noble and interesting, that litde beside a warm 
heart and an ordinary capacity, were wanting to 
make it kindle into excellence, Tlu*ough all the 
changes of their n^nners, notwithstanding they 
often affect to dislike its catastrophe, the English 
look on diis period as deservedly the most boast- 
ed chapter in their history. They fondly point 
to it as the most conspicuous instance amongst 
several others, of their love of liberty and resistance 
to tyrants; and succeeding patriots have held it up as 
a dread warning to the oppressor, and a wholesome 
lesson to the oppressed. Yet this historian, from 
whose genius so much was to be expected, instead 
of catching the noble ardor from his subject, pal- * 
sies and sicklies it by cold-blooded reflections, 
wearing the garb of wisdom, but nothing of her 
ethereal truth or spirit. 

There is unfortunately a sort of theatrical in- 
terest excited by the picture of fallen greatness, 
which too frequently misleads the historian. Al- 
most all the ancient and modern tragedies have 
been constructed on this false and unnatural prin- 
<:iple . Till very lately, the picture of humble dis- 
■tresses and simple virtues, has not been thought 



80 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, sufficiently dignified to be introduced on the 
^^' stage. 
1649. ^^* Hume should have disdained to have ad- 

ministered to a felse taste, by following this exam- 
pie. The young Virginian will find an admirable 
' antidote for the poison of this writer^s opinions,' in 
the account of the same period, by mrs. M'Cawley, 
whose narrative possesses all those requisites in 
which Hume is deficient, added to a glowing and 
Parliament animated style, sound principles, and reflections 
turn their at ^^ ^^^^ natural and unsophisticated, 
the colonies '^"^ parliament having succeeded in establish- 
ing their authority in England, began to turn their 
attention to the remote dependencies of the em- 
pire. They beheld with indignation the various 
colonies, which had been established at the nati- 
onal cost, either disclaiming their authority, or 
exercising a real independence. It was consider- 
ed as a crime amounting to treason, to resist a 
power, to whose decisions the nation bowed, and 
whose cause had been sanctioned by successes; 
and their crime was aggravated by their presump- 
' tion and ingratitude : The attachment too, of the 
colonies to the royal cause, now fallen into disre- 
pute and contempt, was an evidence of a base and 
Oiclinance besotted spirit, which, in their opinion, could 
ot 1651. v^carcely be punished with too much severity. 

In this temper, an ordinance was issued, de- 
claring that as the colonies had been settled at the 
cost, and by the people, of En^and, they are and 
of right ought to be, subordinate to and depen- 
dant on the English common^^ealth, and subject 
to such laws and regulations, as are and shall be 
made by parliament ; that in those places the pow- 
ers of government had been usurped by persons, 
who had set themselves up in opposition to die 
commonwealth; who were therefore denounced 
as notorious traitors and rebels ; and not only the 
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■ships of England, but those also belonging to any CHAP. 
fot-eign nation, were forbidden to enter the ports _j_i^^^ 
x)f any of the British settlements in America. 165 i. 

This ordinance was immediately followed up 
by* measures more suitable to the temper and cha- 
racter of the commonwealth, than mere dcclarati- 
ons. 

A POWERFUL fleet, having on board a consi- ^ A' .. 
xJcrable body of land forces, was dispatched un- ^^^ sentta 
der the command of sir G. Aiskew, to force the reduce Ui# 
colonies to their allegiance* This armament hav- colonics, 
ing reduced Barbadoes and Antigua, made itsap- 
pearance at length in the bay of Chesapeake, and 
summoned the colony to surrender; 

It was fortunate for sir W. Berkeley, that the 
longduration of the troubles in England, alFoi'ded 
him time to prepare for this invasion. The repu- 
tation of Virginia for loyalty, had induced a num. 
ber of the cavaliers to take refuge there, on the 
death of the king, and the dispersion of their par- 
t}^ : And these had contributed to fan the flame of 
loyalty among the planters, by their pathetic and 
spirited descriptions of the misfortunes and virtues 
of the royal martyr, and the cruelty, profanencss 
and h}7X)crisy of his enemies. The population 
of the colony too, owing to a long peace and the 
troubled state of the mother country, amounting 
to twenty thousandf souls, could furnish a res- 
pectable force against any emergence. 

Those mcans,small if compared withthe power Gallant con 
of the enemy, sir William Berkeley, with a gal- ^^^ ^^ .^^^ 

* Beverley states, that the squadron which entered the 
Chjesapeake, was commanded by captain Dennis. He may 
possibly have been dispatclied with a part of the fleet, aftwr 
the reduction of Bai-badoes. 

t RobeTtsoTi'^Chalmeri, 

L 
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GHAP. lantiy deserving a better cause, undertook to -or^ 
^^' gaiiize against the threatened invasion, of which 
1651.' '" he had timely notice, by tlie declarations of parli- 
ament, and the sailing of the expedition ; and 
when the troops of the commonvvealtli .appear^4 
before James Town, they \\ ere astonished to find, 
instcadof the immediate and dutiful submission 
tbey expected, an absolute rejection of their sum- 
mons, accompanied by such ample means of de- 
fence, as they ^vere uiiubie to reconcile with the 
recent estabiisUmeni:, and reputed weakness of the 
colony. 

It happened too, that at the moment the forces 
of the coninion wealth made their appearance in the 
Chesapeake,, there were bcvenil Dutch^ ships ly- 
ing off /iiiiies Town ; and as the trade with the 
colonies, contrary to the declared inlerdiation of 
parliament, was attended with considerable dan- 
ger, the ships engaged in this service .Avcre eye- 
ful to guard against the worst, by mounting can- 
non, and by a sufficient supply of small arms and 
amrauniiipi>. 

The commanders and crews of these vessels, 
saw immediately all they had to apprehend from 
this invasion. Not only dieir cargoes and private 
adventures would become the prey of tlie conque- 
rors ; but themselves would be dragged into oq)- 
tivity, and, possibly condemned as pirates before 
the partial tribunals of the commonwealth. 

It was not diiEcult to persuade men so circum- 
stanced, what part it became them to act. The 
cargoes of the ships M^ere immediately taken on 
shore : ' They m ere filled widi men, and moored 
in the most convenient manner, close in with the 
islimd, with tiieir broadsides towards the enemy. 



* Ancient Records. 
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This line was supported by several piecesr of ord- 
nance,disposed in the most convenient situations for 
anno)ing an invading enemy; and these again were I6ji7 
flanked by a choice body of troops, inured to la- 
bor in the Indian ^^'ars, and commanded by the 
governor in person ; who almost as far as the eye 
could reach, covered the eminences that overlook- 
ed the river and the creek, whoie waters formed 
the peninsula. 

The leaders of the parliament were staggered 
by a military display so unexpected and formida- 
ble. Their provision and stores had experienced 
a considerable diminution, and the health and spi- 
rits of the troops, had suffered by the fatigues 
they had undergone during a long voyage, and 
the spirited resistance of Barbadoes :* And now 
.when they hoped to enjoy a repose after their la- 
bors, with the glory of having completed the ob- 
jects of the expedition, their prospect was clouded 
by new and alarming difficukies. 

In tins dilemma, the proud spirit of the com- 
monwealth condescended to stoop to accommo- 
dation ; and various overtures were made with the 
view of disarming the vigilance, and palsying the 
ardor of the colonists. These negociations were 
carried on by means of flags of truce ; and a sort 
ctffriendly intercourse was tolerated rather than 
licenced,* during the pauses of hostilities, by l)0tli 
parties ; who, notwithstanding the shades of poli- 
tical diflPerence, could not help regarding each o- 
ther as brothers and countrymen. By this inter- 
course, the circumstances and dispositions of the 
colony became better understood ; and it is not to 
be wondered at, if amongst a community sohii^h 
spirited and independent as that of Virginia, there 



* Commanded by lord Willoughbj^. 
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should have been found men ready to admire the 
doctrines of a revolution so sublime in its spirit 
and tendency, although afterwards so abused and 
beti-ayed by its false and hypocritical professors. 

We are informed that motives of a nature less 
honorable, had their share in effecting an accom- 
modation. 

There was on board the English fleet, a con- 
siderable quantity of goods belonging to two mem^ 
bers of the council, of which the British general 
took care to give those men timely intimation. 
They were at the same time given to nnderstand, 
that the loss or restoration of the articles in ques- 
tion, rested entirely on the part they should adopt 
in discussing the proposed accommodation. The 
conditions v/ere perfectly understood ; and from 
this momenta division arose in the council, which 
by peq^lexing the deliberations, and alarming the 
fears of that body, destroyed the concert essential 
to a spirited defence.* 

Such is the statement of Beverley, who, not- 
withstanding his manner is in general spiritless 
and uninteresting, appears to have possessed bet- 
ter sources of information than any of the histori- 
ans of Virginia. But if there was in reality any 
such transaction, he has ceitainly ascribed too 
much i mportance to its agency and operation. Had 
the polony been as loyal and united as it is preten- 
ed it was, it is scarcely credible that two men 
should all at once have effected a cliange so sud- 
den and extraordinary. A considerable division of 
sentiment certainly existed in tlie colony ; but it 
should be ascribed to the influence of several cau- 
ses ; and there is nothing so improbable in tlie 
supposition, that the spirit of reform so prevalent 
throughout the empire, had a oonsidcrable shaie 

■ — 'j* ^ 

* Beverley, 
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in producing: it. It was conceived too by the pru- 

dent men of both parties, to be littJe removed from 

insanity to prolong a resistance, which in the end I65i. 
must be hopeless, and which, the longer it was 
protracted, would diminish the prospect of favor- 
able terms. 

It is not easy to discover whether the great pre* 
parations of the governor, and bis gallant defence, 
had their rise in an expectation of being able to 
repel the invasion, or in the hope of extorting fa- 
vorable terms for the surrender of the colony* In 
cither case his gallantry entitles him to just com- 
mendation. Although his influence was not suffi- 
cient to prevent an accommodation, he found lit- 
tie difficulty in uniting all parties in the resoluti- 
on to insist on terms the most honorable and libq- 
ral. These terms having been previously digest- 
ed, in a grand assembly of the governor, counsel* 
lors and burgesses, were immediately dispatched 
to the British general, accompanied by a solemn 
declaratibn, that unless they were acceded to in 
the most absolute and literal sense, without alter- 
ation or qualification, the colonists w^ere ready to 
suffer the last extremities rather than submit. 

The British comn:iander willingly acceded to 
tlie terms ; and the following articles of capitula- 
tion .were ratified with the usual formalities :... Colony ca- 
• "Articles for the surrendering of Vi^inia pitulate*. 
to the subjection of the parliament of tlie com- 
monwealth of England, agreed upon by the lio- 
norable the commissioners of parliament, and the 
honoraWd the council of state :... 

** Fir ST... That neither governor nor council 
shall be obliged to take the oath nor engagements 
to the commonwealth of England for one whole 
year, and that neither governor nor council be 
censured for praying for or speaking well of the 
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CHAP, king: for one whole year in theif private houses 

^^' and neighborly conference. 
ioji. *' 2DLY...That there be one sent home at the 

present governor's choice, to give an account to 
his majesty of the surrender of this country, this 
present governor bearing this charge, which is sir 
William Berkeley. 

** 3d LY... That the present governor, (that is 
^r William Berkeley) and the council, shall have 
leave to sell and dispose of their estates, and trans^ 
port -themselves whither they please. 

*' 4th LY... That the governor and council, tho* 
they do not take the engagement for one whole year, 
shall yet have equal free justice in all the courts 
of Virginia, until riie expiration of one whole year. 
/' 5th LY... That all the governor's and coun- 
cil's lands and houses, and whatever belongs to 
them, be particularly secured and provided for in 
these articles. 

*' 6th LY... That all debts due to the govermM^ 
by act of assembly, and all debts due to the offi- 
cers made by the assembly, be perfectly made 
good to diem ; and that the governor be paid out 
of the goods remaining in the colony of the Dutch 
ship that went away clear for Holland, withoutpay- 
ing his customs. 

'' 7THLY...That the governor may have free 
leave to hire a sliip in England or Holland, to car- ■ 
. ry away the governor's goods and the .council's, 
and what he or they have to transfer to England 
or Hcliand, without any let in any of the state's 
ports, or any molestation by any of the said ships 
at seit, or in any of tlicir rivers or elsewhere, or 
by any ships in the commonwealth of England 
whatsovjr. 

" 8THLY...That the captain of the fort be allow- 
ed satisr<xction for building his house in the Fort 
island. 
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*^ 9thly. ..That all persons that arcnow m-thk CHAP. 
colony, oi what condition or quality soever, that "* 
have served die king here or in England, sludlbe ^g^j^ 
free from all dangers and punishments whatever ; 
and thisariicie, as all other articles, to be in as dear ^ 
terms, as the learned in die law of terms can ex- 
press. 

' ' 10 T II L Y . . • That the s^irae instant the commis- 
sions are resigned, anact of oblivion and indemni- 
ty^ be issued out under tlie hands and seals of the 



* An actofindemnitie miideaU the surrender of tlie coun- 
trcy. 

Whtreasby the authoritie of the parliament wee the com- 
missioners appointed by the counciU of state authorised 
thereto, having brought a fleete a^d foi^ce into Jaaxes cittie 
in Vii'i^inia to reduce that colouie under theobedience oftlie 
commonwealth of En.ujland, and Tmdeing force raised by the 
governonr and countrey to make opposition ag*ainst the said 
JBeete whereby assured danger appearingeof the ruine and 
4est;'uction of the plantation, for prevention whereof the 
burgesses of all the several plantations bei^g called to ad-. 
vise and assist therein, uppon long and serious debate, aiid 
in sad contemplation of the great miseries and certaine des- 
truction which were soneerely hoveringover the whole coun- 
trey : Wee the said commissioners have thought 'fit and 
condescended and granted to^igneand confirme under oUr 
hands, sealts and by our oath,^articlcs bearinge date with 
theise presents, and do further declare that by the authoritie 
of the parliament and common vvealtii of Enghmd derived un- 
to us their commissioners, that according the articles in ge- 
nei*all wee have graated an act of indempuitie and oI>livionr 
to all the inhabitants of this coloney from all words, fictions, 
or writings that have been spoken, acted or writt against the 
parliament or commonwealUi of England or any otlier per- 
son irom the beginning of the world to this daye. And this 
wee have done that all the inhabitants of the collonie may 
live quietly and securely under the comn>onwealth of Eng- 
land. And wee do promi;>e that the parliament and com- 
mouwealth ef England shall con firm and make good ail those 
transactions of ours. Wittnes our hands and scales this 12th 
of March 4651, Richard Bennett— Seale. William Clai- 
Ik^rnt;— 'Scale. Edm. Curtis — Seale. 
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CHAP, commissioners for the parliament, and that no J>er- 
^^' son in any court of justice in Virginia, be questi- 
1 65 1. ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ opinions given in any court determin- 

ed by them. 

" llTHLY*,. That the governor and council shall 
have their passes* to go away from hence in any 
ship within a year ; and in case they go for Lon- 
don or other places in England, that they or any- 
one of them shall be free from any trouble or hind- 
rance of or such like in England^ that they may- 
follow their occasions for the space of six montl^s 
after their aiTival. 

* ' Th E s E articles are now sealed and sworn unto 
us by the commissioners for the parliament of the 
commonwealth of England, Maich 12, 1651.'^ 
. '' Ar tic l Esagreed on and concluded at James- 
Cittie in Virginia for the surrendering and settling 
of the plantation under the obedience and govern- 
ment of the common wealth of England by the 
commissioners of the council of state, byauthori- 
. ty of the parliament of England and by the grand 
assembly of the govemour, council and burgesses 
of that countrey. 

'' First, it is agreed and insisted that the plan- 
tation of Virginia, and all the inhabitants thereof 
shall be and remain in due obedience and subjec- 
tion to the commonwealth of England,, according 
to the laws there established, and that this submis- 
sion and subscription bee acknowledged a volun- 
tary act, not forced nor constrained by a conquest 
upon the coimtrey, and that they shall have and 
enjoy such freedoms and privileges as belong to 
the free borne people of England, and that the lor- 
mer government by the commissions and instruc- 
tions be void and null. 

*' 2ly, secondly, that tj^e ^and assembly as 
formerly shall convene and transact thaafiairs of 
Virginia wherein nothing is to be acted or done 
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contrarie to the govermnent of the commoil wealth CHAP. 
of England and the lawes there established. ^saL 

''Sly, That there shall be a full andtotallre- i65i. 
mission and ifideitipnitie of all acts, words or wTite- 
, iwgs done or spoken against the parliament of En- 
gland in relation to the same. 

" 4ly, That Virginia shall have and enjoy the 

antient bounds and limitts granted by the charters 

^of the former kings, and that we shall seek a new 

"charter from the parliament to that purpose against 

any that intrencht upon the rights thereof. 

'* 5l Y, That all the pattents of land granted un- 
der the colony seal by any of the precedent gov- 
eniours shall be and remainc in full force and 
strength. 

*'6ly, That the priviledge of haveing flUtie 
acres of land for every person transported in that 
collonie shall continue as formerly granted. 

" Tly, That the people of Virginia have free 
trade as the people of England do enjoy to all pla- 
ces and with all nations according to the lawes of * 
that common wealth, and that Virginia shall en- 
joy priviledges equaU to the English plantations in 
America. 
^ '*8l Y, That Virginia shall be freefrom all taxes, 
customs and impositions whatsoever, and none to 
be imposed on them without consent of the grand 
assembly, and soe that neither fforts nor castles bee 
erected or garrisons maintained without their con- 
sent. 

" 9tY, That noe charge shall be required from 
this country in respect to this present ffleet. 

*' IOly, That for the future settlement of the 
Countrey in their due obedience, the engagement 
shall be tendered to all the inhabitants according 
to act of parliament made to that purpose, that all 
persons who shall refuse to subscribe the said en- 

M 
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CHAP, gagemcnt, sliall have a ycare's time if they please 
, to remove themselves and their estates out of Vir- 

i6ii. ginia, and in the mean time during the said yearc 

to have equall justice as formerly. 

** llLY, That the use of the book of common 
prayer shall be permitted for one year ensuing 
with rcferrence to the consent of the major part of 
the parishes, provided that those which relate to 
kingshipporthat government be not used pub- 
liquely, and the continuance of ministers in their 
places, they not misdemeaning themselves, and 
the payment of their accustomed dues and agree- 
ments made with them respectively, shall be left 
as they now stand dureing this ensucing yeare. 

** 12lt, That no man's cattell shall be questi- 
*oned as the companies, unless such as have been 
entrusted with them or have disposed of them 
without order,. 

^* 13LY,Thatallammunition, powderandarmes, 
other than for private use, shall be delivered up, 
securitie being given to make satisfaction for it. 

" 14lt, That all goods allreadie brought hither 
by the Dutch or others which are now on shoar^ 
shall be free from surprizall. 

** ISly, That the quitrents granted unto us by 
the late kinge for seven yeares bee confirmed. 

** 16l Y, That the commissioners for the parli- 
ament subscribeing these articles engage them- 
3elves and the honor of parliament for the full per- 
formance thereof: And tliat the present gover- 
nour and the councill and the burgesses do like- 
wise subscribe and engage the whole coUonie on 
their parts. 

" Richard Bennett, (Scale.) 
" Wm. Claiborne, (Scale.) 
*' Edmund Curtis, (Scale.) 

^^Theise articles were signed and sealed by 
the commissioners of the councill of state for tlic 
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commonwealth of England, the twelvcth day of CHAP. 
March, 1651.'' ^ ^: , 

These terms, the most liberal and ample that l^^i. 
ever were procured under similar circumstances, 
will remain an honorable and lasting record of the 
spirit and intelligence of Virginia. It will be seen, 
that the former privileges were secured, and that 
new and important advantages were acquired by 
this capitulation. Private property, and tlie sacred 
I right of speech and opinion were guarded by ex- 
press and pointed stipulations, as well as free trade 
with all nations, so contrary to the former policy 
of England ; an exemption from all customs, tax- 
es, or imposts, castles, forts, or garrisons, but by 
the consent of their own representatives, was urged 
with equal success and admitted. The articles re- 
lating to the Dutch allies and the cavaliers, breath 
the very spirit of military honor and good faith. 
The persons and property of these men, so obnox- 
ious to the parhamentary leaders, the one by the 
late assistance to the colony, the other, by tiieir 
attachment to royalty, and their rebellion against 
their authority, were declared to be free from sei- 
sure or examination ; and full time was allowed 
them to dispose of their estates, and leave the co- 
lony.... Nor was sir William Berkeley forgotten 
on this occasion. 

At first view, this appears rather like a contract 
between two sovereign and independent states, 
Aan the return of a revolted colony to its allegi- 
ance ; and what is equally remarkable, all the con- 
ditions are drawn decidedly in favor of the colo- 
ny. They profess indeed, a nominal dependance 
on the parent state ; but in lieu of these empty 
professions, which cost them nothing, they acquir- 
ed a real and substantial independence ; and they 
insisted, that this submission should not be consi- 
dered as effected by force, or founded in conquest; 
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CHAP, but was on their part purely voluntary an4 uncon- 

^ y* strained. 

1651. These articles of capitulation, agreed and en- 

tered into between the commissioners of parlia- 
ment and the council of state, do not embrace the 
noble and enlarged views of the grand assembly : 
They do not stipulate for the absolifte security of 
their ancient rights ; or the free use of their reli- 
gion ; much less do they attempt to force frpm the 
enemy any new immunities or privileges for the 
great body of the people. Their stipulations are 
of a nature almost entirely personal, and are strict- 
ly consonant to the spirit of aristocracy, and the 
proud pretensions of a privileged order. Yet not- 
withstanding this partial and selfish policy, they 
exhibit a spirit, and resolution, which were never 
exceeded, and they even go beyond the assembly 
in securing the rights and privileges of their own 
body. 

These two separate sets of articles exhibit per* 
haps the finest conti-ast which is to be found in 
history between the selfish and . churlish policy of 
aristocracy, and the enlarged and liberal spirit of 
popular government; and they are inserted en- 
tire, changing only the order in wliich they stand 
in the records of the colony. They are of the same 
dates; and no mention is made which of the pa- 
pers is first in the order of time. There is how- 
ever internal evidence that the articles of capitula- 
tion between the commissioners and the grand as- 
sembly received the last formal and final and defi- 
nitive ratification ; those between the commission, 
ers and council being merelv preliminary arrange- 
ments. Under this impression, these papers ap- 
pear in what is conceived their natural order.* 



• These articles prove, that Robertson mistakes whenhc 
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Virginia having thus passed out of the hands CHAP. 
of a royal government, experienced a sort of in* ^^JJ^;,,^ 
tcrregnum, during which time the commission- i65i. 
crs of parliament and the general assembly were A sort of in- 
engaged in deliberating on the plan of a provisi- ^^"^e""™' 
onal government, until regular appointments d 
l^vemor and counsellors should be made by the 
council of state in England. The governor and 
the greater part of the old council, disgusted with 
tbe new order of tilings, had retired to their estates 
m the countT}', until an opportuni^ should ofier 
of transporting themselves and their property to 
some other country, out of the sight and beyond 
the control of a successful but detestable usurpa- 
ticMi. Secured by the act of indemnity ; and pos- 
sessing the respect of the people, they experienced 
none of the mortifications, which foUow so violent 
a reverse of fortune. The commissioners wth tlie 
advice of the assembly, administered the govern- 
ment according to former precedents ; whilst the 
letter and spirit of the capitulation were observed 
with a sincerity and good faith, which set at ease 
all fears and suspicions. 

Such is the influence of habit, that the forms April 50, 
and names of their institutions, were impatiently 1552. 
desired ; and in the following year, no provision 
having been as yet made by the commonwealth for 
establishing a government,* it it was unanimous- 



says Uiat sir William Berkeley disdained to make any sti- 
pulations for himself. 

* James^Cily^ Jftrii SOy 1652. 
AT THE GRAND ASSEMBLY— After long and seri- 
ous debate and advice for the settling of the government of 
Virginia^ it was unanimously voted and concluded by tbe 
commissioners appointed by the authority of parliament and 
by all the bui^esses of the several counties and places res- 
pectively, until the farther pleasure of the states be know% 
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CHAP, ly concluded at an assembly cptnposed of the com- 
- missioners and burgesses of the several counties 

1 652. sittingat James-Town, that Richard Bennett should 

Richard j^g governor during a year, or until the pleasure of 
Temor. ^" ^^ council of state should be known. Captain 
William Claiborne was appointed secretary of 
state ; and a council of thirteen was added, to as- 
sist by their advice in the administration of gov- 
ernment. But so cautious and jealous were the 
Representatives in delegating this brief authority, 
that the new servants were expressly commanded 
" to act from time to time, and to have such pow- 
ers and authorities as by the grand assembly shall 
be appointed and granted to their several places.'^ 
The territory of Virginia was at this time laid 



^hat njr. Richard Bennett, esq. be pjovernor for the ensuing 
jcar, or unlil the next meeting of the assembly, witli all the 
just powers and authorities that may belong to the place^ 
lawfully. And likewise that colonel William Claiborne be 
secretary of state, with all belonging to that office, and is to be 
next in place to the governor, next that of the council of state, 
be as follows, (viz.) captain John West, colonel Samuel Ma- 
thews, colonel MathewLittleton, colonel Argill Ye arc! ley, co- 
lonel Thomas Pettus, colonel Humphrey Riggins, colonel 
George Ludlow, colonel William Bamett, captain Benjamia 
Fi*eeman, captain Thomas Harwood, major William Taylor, 
captain Francis Eppes, and lieutenant colonel Checsman ; 
ami they shall have power to execute and do equal justice t* 
all the people and inhabitinrts of this colony, according to 
such instruction as they have or shall receive from the par- 
liament of England, and according to the known law of Eng- 
land, and the acts of assembly here established : And the said 
governor, secretary and council of state, are to have such 
power and authorities, and to act from time to time as by the' 
grand assembly shall be appointed and granted to their se- 
veral places respectively for the time aforesaid, of which all 
the people which inhabit or be in this country, are required 
hereby to take notice, and accordingly conform themselve* 
thereto. 

God save the commonwealth of England and this country 
•f Virginia 
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off in thirteen* counties, which sent thirty-five 
members of the general assembly, independent of 
Lancaster, whose representation is not set down. 

In the following year the number of countiesf 
was increased to fourteen, and the representatives 
to thirty- four, including Lancaster, which sent 
two members. 

During the session of assembly, a slight va- 
nance took place between the governor and coun- 
cil and the house of burgesses, respecting th& 
choice of a speaker :{ But this disagreement had 




1652. 
Nun)ber of 
burgesses. 
1653. 



Slight Tari« 
ancc be- 
tween gorcF 
nor and as- 
sembly. 



* Names of counties and number of burpjesses returned to 
the grand assembly, in 1652. 



For Henri co county, 1 

Charles-City county, 2 
Jamcs-Ciiy county, 6 
Isle-of- Wight county, 4 
Nansemond county, 2 
Lower Norfolk county 4 
Elizabeth-City county 2 



For Warwick county, % 
York county, S 
Northampton county, S 
Northumberland coun- 
ty, 2 
Gloucester county, 3 
Lancaster county. 



The oath administered to the burgesses. 
You and every of you shall swear upon the Holy Evan- 
gelists and in the sight of God, to deliver your opinions 
faithfully and honestly, according to your best understand- 
ing and conscience, for the general good and prosperity of 
this country, and eveiy particular member thereof; and to 
do your utmost endeavors to prosecute that without ming- 
ling with it any particular interest of any pei^son or persoa* 
whatsoever. 

John Corker, Clk. B. H. 

t Number of the burgesses for the general plantations, Ja- 
nuary 5, 165G 



James-City, 


4 


Isle-of-Wight, 


3 


SuiTf, ' 


, 2 


Northampton, 


3 


Warwick, 


2 


Lancaster, 


2 


Charles-City, 


2 


York, 


4 


Nansemonil, 


3 


Nonhumberland, 


3 


Lower Norfolk, 


2 


Henrico, 


1 


Gloucester, 


2 


Elizabeth-Cily. 


2 



t Not to encroach upon the nght of assemblies in the free 
choice of a speaker, noir to undervalue licuttnant ooloiiol 



^ 



96 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, its rise in sentiments of general propriety, and 
^^' was wholly uninfluenced by any party considera- 
1653. tion. On the other hand, it appears that the go- 

y^ vemor was considered as the friend of Virginia, 
and possessed in a high degree the public confi- 
dence and respect. Two instances are recorded 
in support of this fact: Edward Gunnell and 
Abraham Read, for disrespectful language con- 
cerning him, were punished in heavy fines by the 
assembly. From the case of Read, another im- 
portant fact is collected. The act of parliament 
mentioned by all historians of Virginia, which 
prohibited all trade between the colony and fo- 
reigners, was either not received or was disre- 
garded as repugnant to the convention of 1651. 
One of the charges against Read was, that he had 
injuriously uttered in discourse^ *' that no fo- 
reigners ought to have trade in Virginia, which 
is contrary to an act of parliament for die encreasc 
of navigation, and the articles granted upon the 
- surrender of the colony to the obedience of the 
parliament." 

By this it would appear, that the colony did 
found their rights to a free trade, not only on the 
capitulation of 165 1, but on the act of navigation 
itself. It is not easy to conceive by what logic 



Chiles, but only by way of advice, it is my opinion, the 
council concurring therein, that it is not so proper nor so 
convenient to make choice of him, for there is somethinji^ to 
be agitated in this assembly concerning a ship lately arrived 
in which lieutenant colonel Chiles 'lias some interest, ibr 
which, and some other reasons, we conceive it better at 
present to make choice of some other person among you> 
whom you shall agree on. 

Your real servant, 

RICHARD BENNETT. 
Such was the friendly and respectful style in which the 
republican governors addressed assemblies. 
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fliejr coJtiM have rfeaioned themselves into 6uch a CHAP. 
cdnstrtietion of this act : They certainly howeref ^ -|f| 
acted on this opinion. 16**« 

BtTT a single case is preserved on the records 
where the penahies for the prohibited trade were 
attempted to be enforced ; and this is not entirely 
satisfiictory, inasmuch as th* parKament were at 
war with the country of the parties trading. The 
decision of the assembly on this case is given. 

'^ Whereas the ship Leopoldus of Dunkirk, 
hath by the grand assembly Of tWs country been 
adjudged forfeit, and accordingly confiscated ac- 
cording to the act of parliament for increase of na- 
vigation : Now know all men to whom thest j^re- 
sents shall come, that we the subscribers by au« 
thority of the said assembly, do (bt arid in consi- 
deration of the sum of foui" hundred pounds sttt^ 
Kng, paid by lieutenant colonel Walter Cliiles, of 
this colony, for the use of this colony before the 
sealing afid delivery thereof, acquit and discharge 
him, give, grant, bargain, sell, assign, and set 
over the said shij) Leopoldus, about the burthen 
of 300 tuns, with her guns, tackle, apf)arel, and 
furniture, whatsoever belongeth or appertaineth to 
the said ship, unto the said lieutenant colonel 
Chiles, his heirs and assigns forever; to have 
and to hold the said ship, with all her said guns, 
tackle, and furniture, to him the said Walter 
Chiles, his heirs and assigns forever, without any 
let, hindrance, molestation, or disturbance of any 
person or persons whatsoever, claiming any right, 
title or interest to the said ship in behalf of this 
colony, oi* the commonwealth of England, we 
hereby in the behalf of the grand assembly war- k 

taming the same unto the said lieutenant colonel 
Walter Chiles, his heirs, executors, administra- 
tc»*s, and assigns. In witness whereof, we have 

N 
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CHAP. 

II. 



Indians. 



hereunto set our hands and seals, and caused this^ 
our act to be registered in the records of this co- 
lony of Virginia, this 12th July, 1653. 

" RicH'D. BENNETT, (seal.) 
. " Wm. WHITBY, Speaker of 
House of Burgesses* 
In presentia m^, 
^^ Wm. Claybohn, Sec'ry. 
** George Fletcher, 
" Robert Hubard. 
** John Corker, Clerk to the Burgesses.'' 

It appears at this time that the English settle- 
ments, owing to tlie rapid increase of population, 
extended close to the Indian frontier, and it hap- 
pened not unfrequendy in the same county, diat 
the institutions of social life, and tlie rude customs 
of the savage state, were in operation at the same, 
time. But although the Virginians and Indians 
appeared at first view as members of the sanw 
community, no two people could be more sepa- 
rate and removed from each other. 

The Indians after the lossdf Opechancanough, 
unable to connect tlie links in the federative chain, 
which used to give concert to their operations, felt 
the hopelessness ofwarwidi enemies so superior; 
and in the pay ment of a few wolf or beaver skins as 
a tribute, they submitted to the shadow of sub- 
mission : subject to a few general regulations of 
mere police, in every thing else they were abso- 
lutely independent, and thc;ir affairs were mana* 
ged by their chiefs and elders, according to their 
ancient customs* They disdained to submit to 
the restraints and curbs of established government, 
and they cculd not help despising the English, 
notwithstanding Uieir superior knowledge and im- 
provements, for their tame acquiescence under 
regulations, in their estimation, fitted only for 
slaves. 
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- It is pleasing to record the conduct of the Vir- CHAP. 
ginians at this period to this interesting people. ^^' , , 
Their fears which used to put in motion the sel- I6^i. 
fish and malignant passions, had nearly subsided, 
and their minds once open to the operation of cool 
and honest reflection, they felt the justice and hu- 
manity of rendering their condition easy and se- 
cure. They were the natural lords and proprie- 
tors of the soil, and it appeared at once repugnant 
to the doctrines of their religion and the principles 
of justice and humanity, to extirpate a race, whose 
only fault was their veneration for their ancient 
customs, and their unconquerable attachment to 
their independence. 

In this spirit an act of assembly was passed as- Humane re 
signing and securing such lands on York river, 8^^^?"°*^* ^^ 
as he should make choice of, to Totopotomoi, 
the successor of Opechancanough; and captain 
John West and colonel WiHiam Hockradine were 
appointed to conduct this chief and his Indians 
in safety to James- Town, where the prificiples of 
the treaty were to be adjusted, and to convoy them 
back in safety.* It was enacted at the same time 
that die commissioners of York and Lancaster 
counties, should immediately proportion among 
the Indians living in those counties, the several 
tracts assigned them by the act, and that they 
should lay off* and assign such places and bounds 
to hunt in, as were most convenient at once for 
tlie Indians and the inhabitants,! 

Owing to the war between the Provinces of ^ 
Holland and the Protector, sir William Berkeley 
had not yet been able to depart from Virginia, in 
conformity with the convention of 1651, and he 
became therefore subject to the danger of arrest 
or transportation. To remove his apprehensions. 

J Ancient records. t ^^iclem. 
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ejj AI^. qn this head, ap act wa§ pa8$^d by Ae gmerfi} as- 

^^ scmhly, stating, '* th^t ^s the war betweei? &^* 

T?51^ '"^ land and Holland had prevented th^ coftfirm^atiofi 

Act of as- of the convention of IQS J. in England, qr the com- 

ll7o!lhW ^"^ ^ ^ ^t^P ^^^ of HoUand ; and tl^ said WilU- 

Bcrkeiey. ^^ Berkeley desires a longer time, viz. eight 

months from the da^f herepf, to procure a ship out 

of Flanders, in respect erf the war with Holland, 

and that he l^e custom free for such tobacco as hip 

shall lade in h^r, it is condescended that his ^aid 

. request shall l^e grated.''* 

/ .x^ The conduct of a governor and council decidr 

f dly attached to a commonwealth, can scarcely be 

too highly admired on this occasion. P^rhapsi it is 

not too much to say, that no incident during the 

existence of th^ civibvar, was marked so atroog-i 

ly with generosity apd good faith. The hou^e of 

hurgesbes in passing this act had doubdess in vi^w 

the memory of his former mildadmimstr^tion wd 

engaging manners, and many of them were pos, 

sibly stUl attached to the royal cause : But thi9 

conduct of the governor and council c^m be ascribr 

ed only to the greatest ^u)deration, hum^ty a^d 

generosity, 

ic'^w Di cs This year Edward Digg^s, was called tQtho 

cJiied to uic counciif by tlie governor duriAg the r^ccs^, ai«t 

couucil. _ _^ 

* Ancient recorcU. 

t A literal transcript from thjc records. 

TK'i governor has thought fit to call Edward Digcres to 
be orie of the couwiij, if the a^s^mhly shall Uke thereof, an^ 
signify their approbation and concurrence therein- 

RICHARD BENNETT. 

Novembfr22d, 1654. 

It is unanimonsly consented unto, behaving given a^ig-» 
nal testimony of his fidelity to the colony, and the coramon- 
wealUi of i:ngland. 

UiAULES NORWOOD, Cl^rk of A wmbly, . 
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&c fippointmtnt was eonfirmed by the aasemUy, 

]^Woi|ld3eea> from thUaadseverai other circum- ___ 
ftai^c^s, that Virginia, under the authority of the I654. 
coflamonwealth, enjoyed a government almost en- 
tirely republican. The governor sa^d council of 
stj^te wer echosen by the assembly* It appears too in 
the ease of Dig^s, that vacancies supplied during 
the recess, required the sanction or confirmation of 
^t body.... This mode of proceeding continued 
to Ijje last moments of the commonwealth's author 
rity ; and so familiar were the people with the 
spkit and habits of freedom, that no evil resulted 
from this extension of popular privilege. On the 
oofltrary> the most profound tranquility, with the 
exception of a single riot in the county of North* 
(iJBipto-^, prevailed thnnighout the colony.* 

An (yfdor of assemblyf was made this year com- J?"**^' ^^ 
Branding a levy in the counties <rfLancaster, Nor- nocif Indu" 
thumberland, and Westmoreland, for the purpose aus. 
fif repelling the aggressions and inroads of the 
ilapp^hannock Indians. This expedition, tiie 
(^)arges of whi^ were to be borne by these coun« 
itSy marched under the conduct of general Car- 
ter, to the Rappahannock towns. In obedience 
|o ti^ order c^the assembly, an attempt was first 



• Ancient records. 

t November 20th, 1654. — At an assembty held at James- 
Cky, the number of th« burgesses for each rebpcctive coun- 
t^y asfolloweth; 



Charles-Clty> 


4. 


Elizabetli-City, 2- 


Gloucester^ 


2 


Henrico, 1 


James-City, 


4 


• IsleK)f-Wight, 4 


' Lower Norfolk,^ 


2 


- Lancaster, 2 


• Northampton, 


3 


• Nansemundy ^ 


Nortbiimberland, 


1 


• Surry, 2 


• Warwick,^ 


2 


Westmoreland, 2 


•• York, 


8 


New-Kent, I 


The public levy this 


assembly laid as followeth : West- 


morehod, {>r. 170 tithablcs, 


at 26 per poll, is 4420, &c. 
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CHAP, made by means of interpreters, to procure sditis^ 
^ ^^v , faction on peaceable terms. No account has been 
i6i4. transmitted us of the effect of those overtures, or 

of any subsequent particulars of the expedition. 
But in the following year, the name of Rappahan- 
nock appears on the list of American counties. 
The inference is plain. These Indians, with the 
untameable spirit which distinguishes this race,* 
combated as long as they ^verc able against the su- 
perior discipline and combinations of their, ene- 
mies, and were at last fcxrced to retire. The emi- 
f ration at first was in all probability not general : 
or even in the hunter state, there are individu- 
als and families with social feelings and local pre- 
judices. With respect ta the Indians, this ob- 
servation is certainly correct ; for to the very las^i 
even ^fter the considerable tribes had retired west- 
wardly, several families, and even tribes, linger^ 
cd with mournful pleasure about the tombs of 
their fathers; and in many, so powerful was 
the force of this sentiment, that in defiance of the 
habits of their life, and the maxims of their poli- 
cy, they determined to remain and die on the 
spot where they were horn. 
Edward '^^ hasten as much as possible the emigration 

Digges go- of this people, the commissioners of counties were 
Temor. authorised to treat with them for the sale of their 
lands ; and it should not be omitted, that they 
were strictly enjoined to proceed with justice, and 
to procure the consent of the majority of the towns' 
or tribes : But it was found after a short experi- 
ment, that the carelessness and simplicity of this 
people, were no match for the fraudulent cumiing 
of land speculators ; and it was declared that no 
alienation of their lands should in future be consi- 
dered legal, unless sanctioned by an assembly. 
Several oUier measures were adopted in the same 
humane and beneficent spirit, for improving the 
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moral condition of this people. With thb vie;w 

it was conceived necessary, as a previous step, 

to withdraw them from. the hunter state, and en- 1654. 
gage them in the more social and comfortable 
pursuit of tillage and husbandry. A cow was fix- 
ed upon as the price of every eight wolves' heads* 
which were brought to the commissioners ; and 
they were invited to bring in their children as 
hostages, under a solemn assurance, that they 



* For every eight wolves' heads brouj»ht in by the Indians, 
the king or great man (as tliey call him) shall have a co\r 
delivered him at the charge of the public. This will be a 
step to civilize them, and to making them christians. Be* 
tides it will certainly make the commanding Indians watch 
over their own men, that they do us no injuries, knowing 
that by their default, they may be in danger of losing their 
estates • Therefore be it enacted as aforesaid, only with this 
cxccpdon, that Accomack shall pay for no more than what 
are killed in iheir own county. 

If the Indians shall bring in any children as gages of their 
|[Ood and quiet intentions to us, and amity with us, then the 
parents of such children shall choose the persons to whom 
the care of such children shall be intrusted, and I he country 
hy us their representatives do engage, that we will not use 
them as slaves, but do their best to bring them up in Christia- 
nity, civility, and the knowledge of necessary trades. And 
on the report of the commissioners of each respective coun- 
ty, that those under whose tuition they are, do really intend 
Ae bettering of the children in those particulars, then a sa- 
lary shall be allowed to such men as deserve and require it.— 
What lands the Indians shall be ix>ssessed of, by order of 
this or ether ensuing assembly, such land shall not be ali- 
enable by them the Indians, to any man de futuro. Fur 
this will put us to a continual necessity of allotting them new 
lands and possessions, and they will be always insecure of 
what they held, not being able to distinguish between our de- 
sires to buy, or inforcement to have in any case their grant* 
and sales be desired : Therefore be it enacted, that for the 
future no such alienations or bargains and sales be valid, with- 
out the assent of the assembly. This act not to prejudice 
any clirisliaa who hath land already granted by patent. 
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CHAP, should be carefully instructed in the knowledge 
, ■■■■ of useful and mechanic arts, and in particul^, 

1654. that they should not be made slaves. 

. But these measures were rendered abortive hf 
their aversion to labor, and their utter careless- 
ness and contempt of property. War and hnnt- 
ing were the chief employments of their fife, and 
th€ sources of then* amusement and giory. Wheii 
tlieir enemies were vanquished, and a sufficient 
. supply was procured by a successful expedition, 
or by the bounty of nature, they resigned them- 
selves wholly to the gratifications of sense* To 
descend from the station of manly toil arid honor- 
able indolence, to the drudgery of agriculture, 
where their labors would be severe, unremitting, 
and inglorious ; when they could no longer hear 
the hoarse and warlike notes of the warhoop, the 
shouts of their warriors, and the congratulations 
of their women, was at once so much at war with 
their feelings and judgment, that no indcicement 
existed strong enough to effect such a revohition 
in their habits and cfharacter. 
Imiption of Whilst the assembly were employed in these 
wise and benevolent projects, mformatiton was re- 
ceived that a body of inland or mountain Indians, 
to the number of six or seven hundred, had seat- 
ed themselves near the laHs df James river, ap- 
parently with the intention of forming a regular 
settlement. Some movements were at this time 
noticed among the neighboring tribes, which 
seemed to indicate something like a concert and 
correspondence with these strangers; and the 
minds of the colonists always alive to, and appre- 
hensive of, Indian treachery, were unusually 
agitated on this occasion. The place these In- 
dians had made choice of, was another source of 
disquiet. It was strong and difficult of access, 
alike calculated for offensive and defensive ope- 



Kechahecri 
ans. 
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Nations ; and they recollected the immense trouble CHAP. 
and expence that had been incurred in extirpating ■ : ^ 
the tribes which formerly dwelt m that place. At ^^54. 
the conclusion of the last peace with the Indians, 
this station was considered so important, that its 
cession was insisted on, as tlie main pledge and se- 
curity of peace ; and it had hitherto continued un- 
occupied as a sort of barrier to the frontiers ia 
that direction. Under all these circumstances, 
they could not see it, without anxiety, occupied 
by a powerful band of hardy warriors, who per- 
haps Were only the advance guard of a more for- 
midable and extensive emigration. 

The measures ol the assembly in removing this ^E^rck 4^ 
ground of alarm, were prompt and vigorous.* spaicn 



♦ Whereas informafion hath been received, that many 
Western or inland Indians are drawn from the mountains, 
and lateljT set down near the falls of James river, to the 
number of six or seven hundred, whereby upofi many seve- 
ral considerations being had, it is conceived great danger 
might ensue to this colony : This assembly therefore do 
think fit and resolve, that these new come Indians be in no 
sort suffered to seat themselves there, or any place near qs, 
it having cost so much blood to expel and extirpate those 
perfidious ancl treacherous Indians, which were there fcr^ 
merly : tt being so apt a place to invade us, and within the 
limits which in a just war were formerly conquered by us, 
and by us reserved at,the conclusion of peace with the Indi* 

In pursuance thereof, wherefore, and due respect to our 
own safety, be it enacted by this present grand assembly, 
that the two upper counties, under the command of captain 
Edward Hill, do presently send forth a parly of one hundred 
men at least, ^d that they shall first endeavor to remove 
the said new come Indians, without making of war, if it may* 
be only in case of their own defence : Also strictly requir- 
ing the assistance of all the neighboring Indians to aid them 
to that purpose, as being part of the articles of peace con- 
4uded with us i and failing therein, to look duly t^e safety 





106 HISTORY OF , 

CHAP. Ofte hundred tnen were dbpatcjbed un4^ the 

.^^^J^jjjj^ c/^mmand of Edwiard Hill, to dii^lodge the intru- 

1656. ders. His instrnptions werie to use peaceable 

wi^h 100 Hdeans only, unless compelled by n^essity ; and 

move them! ^^ ^^q^ite the assistance of all the i:ieighboriiig In- 

' dians, ^according to the articles (rfthe late ti'e.aty. 

' The governor was at the same time directed to 

siend m account <rfthis invasion to Totopotomoi, 

and desire that his iitf uence should be exerted 

in procuring the inimediate co-operation of the 

fHendJy tribjes. 

It is difficult to form any sadsfectory^ coufec- 
ture as to the motives erf' this extrdwdinaiy move- 
ment dire<^ly ^g^inst the strean^ aad tide of emi- 
gratkMi. It was certainly a bold step to descend 
into tlie plaiil, in the face of an enemy, whose 
power they must have heard of, and which could 
scarcely fail of inspiring astonishment and awe ; and 
to take the place of warlike tribes, whom the skill 
and destructive weapcms of the whites had lately 
' exterminated and swept away. 

The scanty materials which the state records 
have preserved of Indian affairs, throw Uttle light 
on this subject. But though they do not present 
Ais peo|^e in ail the various relations of peace 
and war, we generally see them in one point of 
vi^w at least ; and are often able by induction, to 
supply a ccm&iderable range of incident and re- 
flection. In the second session of assembly, co- 



of all the English of those p^irts, by firing of thejr arms, and 
providing am.nunition ; and that they have recourse to the 
governor and council for farther directions : And the gover- 
nor and council are desired to send messages to Totopoto- 
moi and the Chickahominies, and the other Indians, and to 
treat with them as they in their own wisdoms and discreti- 
ons shall think fit. 

It would appear by this act, that the assembly assumdf 
the privilege of making war. 
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lonel Ed#ard HiH was caslwcred, and declared 
incapabie cd hoWing any office, civil or military* 
within the cohMiy, for improper conduct in his 
expedkion against the Ricbahecrians. We are 
not told whether the offence of Hill w^ cowar- 
dice, or a willful disobedience of the in:!»tructions 
he had received. There is however reason to be- 
lieve, that he was defeated, and th^t the Recha* 
hecrians maintained themselves in their position 
at the falls by force : For the governor and coun- 
cil were directed bv the assembly to make a peace 
with this people, and they farther directed that the 
monies which were esjpended for this purpose, 
should be levied on the proper estate of tiilK* 

FaoM other sources almost equally authentic, ixioiTin^of 
we learn that the aid dcnaanded of the Indians was Panlunkcy, 
granted without hesitation. Totopotomoi march- joins him 
ed at the head of an handred warriors of the tribe ^'^^^ *^ 
of Pamunkey, and fell with the greater part of y!^"'. . 
his followers, gaHantly fighting in this obstinate defeTud & 
and bloody encounter. Totopoto- 

The first session of assembly this year, was moi slain, 
wonnd up by an act, which furnishes an addition- Payn^ent of 



* On a debate and consideration of the charge and de- 
fence of colonel Edward Hill, by the genera! and unanimous 
volt oi both /wusea^ without any comradiction, he hath been 
fouml guiky of those crimes; and witnesses there allcdgecl 
agaittst him ; and for the vindicating themselves ivom any 
imputaiion of his crimes and deficiencies, they have order- 
ed, that his present suspension of ail offices, military and 
civil, that he hath or may have, continue ; and that he be 
niadii incapabse of all restitution 'but by an assembly, and 
that he be at the charge of what's ah'eady expended in pro- 
curing a peace with tl»e Rechahecriatis, and if the governor 
and council shall find any nearer way to effecting thereof, 
that it shall be acted at the said colonel Hili's proper cost 
andcharpje. 

A literal transcript from ancient records. 
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al confirmation of the intelligence and public spirit 

of the assembly, and the ground whica tlie repre- 

1656. sentative principle was daily gaining in their aftcc- 

tiwces only tions. It scems that in 1654^ an act had passed 
on ^of the ' confining the right of suflra^ to su ch as werfe pos- 
right of suf- passed of a certain qualification in real or personal 
frage. estate. This privileged class was analogous to 

the free holders in England, nothing more in fact, 
than an aristocracy on a large scale ; the borough 
principle, only more extended. It was discover- 
ed that the admission of this narroM', selfish, and 
illiberal policy, was incompatible M-ith the bold 
principles of the English revolution ; and uttcriy 
repugnant to the long established usages of Vir* 
ginia : And it was during this session, rej)ealed. 
Some of the arguments used by the advocates of 
repeal, discover themselves in the preamble to 
the act, and they are such as must suggest them- 
selves for ever to the friends of liberty and equa- 
, lily ; to all but the vain, unreflecting, or interest- 
^ ed advocates of orders, privileges, and corpora- 
tions with exclusive rights, honors, and emolu- 
ments. They state, thatit was unreasonable 
and UNNATURAL that men, who contibuted to 
the support of government and the defence of the 
country, should be deprived of their chartered 
and natural rights, by the very s^tvants whora 
they had chosen to watch over their interests and 
security ; but to whom they nev^r cou^d be sup- 
posed as intending to delegate an authority so mis- 
chievous and extensive. They might have said that 
in a state of nature, and in the sight of God, all men 
were equal, and at the period of the first settlement, 
all the p -anters were equally subjectto the president 
and council, the pressure of wliose government, 
severe and arbitrary as it was, was felt by all alike ; 
that as their oppressions and grievances were th^ 
same under an arbitraiy government, ^q w^re 
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Iheir rights and liberties in 1619, when the right CHAP, 
of the colonists to equal laws and representative ^ 
government was solemnly proclaimed in V^irginia : j ^^^^ 
That to deprive men of rights, which they inhe- 
rited from nature ; which were clearly expressed 
by clKirter ; which were solemnly recognized at 
the grand aera of reform ; and which were sancti- 
oned by almost invariable usage, vras an exer- 
tion of authority, so violent and wicked, as to me 
ric the charges of usurpation and tyt^mity. 
, The objections to these arguments are such 
only as arise from avarice or vanity, from igno- 
rance or ambition. It is pretended that states are 
cither commercial, agricultuml, or mechunical, 
according to the nature of their position, climate, 
and productions ; and that an undoubted piepon- 
derance and a3cendancy sliould be assured to that 
description of persons, whose pursuits and pro- 
fessions accord with the national bias and propen- 
sity. But wherever a preference or propensity of 
this nattire exists, it will be sure to produce suf- 
ficient inequalities, without the aid of laws. And 
it is the duty of governments, instead of making 
inequalities greater, to lessen and correct them. 
According to this doctrine, the rights of man, 
which he inherits from nature, and which coa- 
duce to his moral improvement, would be th^ 
rights of merchants and sailors in Holland or Ge- 
noa ; of watch makers in Geneva, and of nobles 
in the monarchies of Europe : But what differ- 
ence does it make to me, whether my liberties are 
torn from me by a conspiracy of merchants, or ar- 
tisans, of nobles, or planters. The hyury and in- 
^It are indeed aggravated by the tyranny of men, 
who can pretend to no color of divine right or an- 
cient prescription : Who call tliemselves my fel- 
low citizens ; who prate of liberty and the repub- 
lio; and who, under cover of hollow and deceit- 
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chap; fuT expressions of regard for Kbetty, conbeal the 
darke&t projects for the depression of the rights of 
1656. *^^ many, aaid the aggrandizement of their own 
order. 

But is it tnae that this policy is eveti expe- 
dient: Iji ft true that in a popular government, 
it ever can be expedient... It is universatty con-* 
ceded that this kind of government, althmgh iff 
the enthusiasm of liberty and the wide spread <rf 
mind, it pouetlises resources unknown to monar- 
chies, wants not Nvithstan<Jing that unity and con- 
centration of executive authority, whfch enabled* 
kings to proseGul:e and accomp&h the most im- 
portant enterprizes with decision and dispatch. 
To compensate for this defect, it is necessary 
that the resources of freedom, and they are al- 
ways sufficient, should be drawn out. The inte- 
rest of the nation should be obviously and palpa- 
bly the interest of every individual. It should be 
a community of interest, of glory, as well as dan- 
ger. Then it is that the prejudice of Ideal' attach* 
mtnt, bucked and confirmed by the moral senti- 
ment of patriotism ; by the sense of common in* 
t€rest and danger, ana the proud consciousness 
of freedom, atchieves those miracles of valor, of 
constancy, and disinterestedness of which history 
affordis so many examples, i'lten it is that youth 
and itge would step ibrth unbidden tb cleave down 
the crest of invasion. 

But when the rights of a large class of the 
community are taken away by a minority, or even 
by a majority, how diflerent is the national senti- 
ment at the crisis of invasion. Instead of union 
and courage, there is apprehension and divisioii. 
With what face can the disfi4inchised be asked t6 
take arms : In what language are they to be ad- 
dressed. Shall they be told that liberty is in dan- 
ger... tney will reply that is none of their concern ; 
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they tare no wiae interested in tfie dtif?pute ; they CHAP. 
are already slaves. They will sicornfullj tell their ^^* 
oppressors to fi^t their own battles ; that as they lo^^- 
had neither the justice nor Uberality to coi^ider 
them as men during peace, they should not me^ily 
have solicited their services in war Such was the 
langu^e of the Roman people on Mount Aven- 
tine to the ambassadors of the senate : And had 
dicir remonstrance been attended to, and the ab- 
surd distinctions erf Plebeian and Patrician been 
extinguislied, the energies of an united people had 
probably for ages staid the fall of that republic. 
This subject is wdl worth the attention of every 
individual in the state ; hut \t< discussion through 
all its bearings, would interfere vvith th- unity of 
history. The bare recital of the act will hold up 
to future degeneracy, the noble principles of the 
founders of Virginia : It will shame the boast- 
cd improvements of an age of Ulumtnation^ by the 
noble and majestic simplicity of our fathers. 

At the second session of assembly during diis E. Dirges, ' 
year, mr. Digges was requested to retain his of- governor, 
fice of governor during his stay in the colony. 
He was appointed in the room of Bennett, who 
had been deputed the colony's agent near the 
Protector, and he was now on the point of pro- 
cetding to England, in order to support the inte- 
rest of Vu-ginia, conjointly with Bennett and Mat- Matthews, 
thews, the governor elect.* It is a sinjjultr cir- p^J*"** ^ 



* Ordered, th^t Kdward Digges, esq. governor, after the 
expiration of his governnitnt, be requested to continue his 
office *and retain the reins of government in hi:> hands dur- 
ing his abode in the country, and in the interim, colonel Sa- 
muet Matthews, governor elect, to take pkce »)ext him in 
council. 

Ordered, that Edward Digges, esq. after the expiration 
of his goven^ment, do in the council take place next unto 
cbk)nel John West; esq. 



Z' 
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CHAP, cumstancc, Aat the only governdrs during the etv 
^^' istence of a government which was imposed by 
j^^^g force, should have been all endeared to the eolp^- 

Di^gs,Ben-^Jf^ists, by their mild and popular qualities, and 
nett & Mat- should have all been deputed by them ta the im- 
ihews ap- portaflt trust of defending their interests andli- 
pointe4 CO- b^rties. It is another singular fact^ that these 
rents in En governors were actually in England at the same 
gland. time, and the colony was left without a governor. 

Nor did any inccmvenience arise from their ab- 
sence. The senior counsellor was empowered 
and directed to discharge the functions of this of- 
fice ; and the habits of the people, and the influ- 
ence of the assembly, secured the public tranqui- 
lity. 
y There were several causes which induced Vir- 

ginia to send her most faithful and influential cha- 
racters as their agents at this time to England^ 
A dispute respecting boundaries had existed bew 
tween Virginia and Maryland, which was yet uiw 
determined, and the discussion of the claim had 
been productive of considerable uneasiness and 
expence- Independent of her anxiety to bring this 
dispute to a favorable issue, they were toxiotra 
to remove from the mind of Cromwell, some un- 
favorable impressions which had been raised by 
her supposed attachment to the royal cause, and* 
her conduct in the late civil war in Maryland. She 
had given refuge to Philip Calvert, governor of 
that province, in the beginning of 1645, when he 
was expelled by an insurrection headed by Clai- 
' bourn,* and complaints had been sent home by 
the commissioners of parliament, that she was 



• The same Claiboam against whom an indictment for 
felony had been found by the government of Marylaody in 
1633. 
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still engaged in supporting the Proprietor, against CHAP. 
the interests and wishes of the people. Charges 



like these were pcculiarljr calculated to draw down i^a^- 
on them the displeasure of the Protector. 

The commissioners, with Claiborne at their 
head, were engaged in the holy work of rooting 
out the abominations of popery and prelacy in 
Maryland ; and the supposed attempt in Virejinia, 
to interrupt the work of righteousness, was looked 
on as the instigations of Satan, to retard the estab- 
lishment of God's religion^ and the dominion of 
the Saints. Virginia was sensible of all the dan- 
ger of her situation. The Protector had written 
a severe and menacing reproof to the governor 
and council, against what he termed the presump- 
tion and impiety of this interference, and they 
were strictly commanded in future to attend sole- 
ly to thelrowni concerns. The convention of 1 65 1 ^ 
was not yet ratified in England, and there was 
just ground of apprehension, that the liberties and 
immunities they had stipulated for with arms in 
their hands, and which had been solenmly ac- 
knowledged by the commissioners of parliament, 
in the name of the common weal tli, would be 
wrested from them by the arts and power of a 
man, who was every day manifesting his con- 
tempt of the most sacred obligations, and his 
aversion to the very principles which he had 
contended with so much zeal and skill to estab- 
lish. It was to counteract the influence of t! e*?^ 
repot ts, that Bennett, Digges and Matthews w ere 
successively* deputed, and afterwards associated 
as agents in England. 



* This day colonel Francis Monyson was desired by the 
liouse to write two letters, one to his highness, the oii.ey 

P 
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CPAP. I FiNB by an order of this assemWf, that sir 
^^ W, Berkeky was still in the eoloijiy. Four thou- 
1656. sand five hundred pouiMs of tobacco in cask, 

were directed to be paid him as tl^ price of his 
house at James^ Town, out of the k^^ics in James* 
City county. This order was stated to be in con- 
formity to a* previous agreement, ahhough the 
efcrk had i^gkcted to make the usual entry of the 
transaction. It would appear by these arrange- 
ments, that be was preparing to fulfil by his de- 
parture, his p^ of the convention of 1651 1 But 
his extraordinary delay in the colony, undef va- 
rious pretexts, ^ well as the incidents which fol- 
low, afibrd strong presumption, that he had not 
abandoned the hope of a speedy restoration of roy- 
aky, and that he lingered in the expectation of 
seiziing some favorabte incident which might con- 
tribute to this event. The vigilant and severe 
government of the Protector, had compdkd the 
cavalkrs to resort in crouds to Virginia J and al- 
though the deportment of sir W. Berkeky was 
fre^ from suspicion, there is reason to believe 
that a secret correspondence was carried on be- 
tween him and the disafected. Independent of 
the cavaliers, whose number owing to the causes 
above-mentioned, had become considerable, the 
the proprietors of large tracts of rich lands on the 
seaboard, were probably still attached to a govern- 



to the secretary of state ; and captain Willis to draw op a 
testimonial to the governor. 

A litei*al transcript from ancient records* 

Every thing in those papers tends to prove^that the whole 
business of government, executive, legislative, and judicial, 
was, in a great measure, executed by the house of burgess- 
es, or according to their wishes, and at their special dircc- 
lion. It was only during the recess that the governor and 
council were any thing. 
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snent of greater shew and ^Jendor, tlian suited 
the genius of a republio, and were impatient for 
the return of the old regimen, which by affording 
greater consequence to wealth, and the vain pride 
of family, would check the familiarity of the vul- 
gar mass, whom they could not help j*egarding as 
^ir inferiors. To these several grounds of dis- 
content, all the historians have added the opera* 
tion of other and no less powerful causes. As fore- 
most in this class, the severity of the Protector's 
ccmduct towards Virginia ; his severe regulations 
respecting commerce.... his jealousy manifested 
ra the rapid change of governors, are taken as 
decided proof of the fears of the usurper and the 
disaffection of the colony. These charges have 
been boldly urged by the partial historians of that 
day ; and their successors, either inddent or ig- 
norant, have continued to repeat thdm without 
any variation. It was found less difficult to re- 
ceive, than to refute them. Yet extracwxlinary as 
the assertion may appear, they are wholly untrue. >- 

The government of the Protector, severe, haugh- K 
ty, and unaccommodating in the other parts of 
uve empire, was scarcely felt in Virginia. The 
ordinauce of 1650, so much insisted on, was dis- 
armed of its severity by the convention of 165 1 ; 
a convention which was religiously observed dur- 
ing the existence of the commonwealth. 

The famous act of 1661, for the encrease of 
navigation, as being repugnant to the convention 
of 165 1, was not acknowledged in Virginia ; and 
so far is the last charge unfounded, that not a sin- 
gle governor was either appointed or removed by^ 
the Protector. They were all elected by the 
grand assembly, for their patriotism and talents ; 
and they voluntarily consented to a relinquish, 
ment of their offices, in order that they might be 
^le to procure more substantial benefits for tlie 
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CHAP, colony, by their influence and presence at the 
^'- court of the Protector. The letter of die assem- 



.1656. bly to the Protector,* affords the clearest evi- 



* May it please your highnessj 
We could not find a filter means to represent the condi- 
tion of this country to your highness, than this worthy per- 
son, Mr. Dij^ges, our late governor, whose occasiom calling 
him into England^ we have instructed him with the state of 
this place as he left it ; we shall beseech your highness to 
give credit to his relations, which we assure ourselves will 
be faithfiil, having had many experiences of his candor in 
the time of his government, which he hath managed under 
your highness, with so much moderation, pmdence, and 
justice, that we should be much larger in expressing thi« 
trutli, but that we fear to have already too much trespassed, 
by interrupting your highnes&'s most serious thoughts in 
greater affairs than' what can concern your highness's most 
humble, moit devoted servanta.^^Dated from the assembly 
of Virginia, 15th December, 1656. 
Superscribed, 
For his Highness the Lord Protector. 

Does this look as if mr. Digges had been recalled. 
Right honomble. 
Though we are persons so remote -from you, we have 
heard so honorable a character of your worth, that we can- 
not make a second choice, without erring, of one so fit and 
proper as yourself, to make our addresses to his highness 
the lord protector. Our desires wc have intrusted to that 
worthy gentleman mr. Digges, our late governor ; we shall 
desire you would please to give him access to you, and by 
your highness. And as we promise, you will find nothing 
but worth in him, so wc are confident he will undertake for 
us, that we are a people not altOj;ether ungrateful, but will 
find shortly a nearer way than by saying so, to express ideal- 
ly how much we esteem the honor of your patronage, which 
is both the hopes and ambition of your very immble, au4 
tjitn obliged servants. 

From the assembly of Virginia, 15th Dec. 1656. 
• Superscribed, 

To the right honorable John Thurlow, 
Secrctai'y of State. 
Honored sir, 
I uni eommiiaded by this present assembly, now sitting^j 
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dence that Digges u^as not recalled by Cromwell; CHAP. 

and the language of the assembly's instructions* LL 

to Digges, previous to his departure, is equally 1656. 
decided as to the estimation in which the repub- 
lican governors were held by that body. **You ^ 
are to join yourselves (say they) to our friends, co- 



tp certify you, that they having taken into their considera- 
tion that tlte diffcrtnce of bounds between Virginia and Ma- 
ryland* hath been in long dispute, and yet as far irom de- 
termination as at first : it is therefore their unanimous de- 
sire, that you desist from all manner of larther proceeding 
in ihe same, unli further order from the country. Tiiis, 
sir, is the sum of what I am enjoined from them to let you 
know, besides their thanks and my obligation in particular, 
which obliges me to subscribe myself) your very humble 

FRANCIS MORRYSON. 

Superscribed, 
To Colonel Samuel Matthews. 

* Instructions for the Honorable Edward Digges. 
Upon your first arrival, you are desired to make your first 
addresses to the right lionorable John Thurbow, secretary 
of state, and after delivery of the country's letters, by his 
means to get address to his royal highness the lord Protec- 
tor. You are to assure his highness, that according to his 
letter we have not interested ourselves in the business be- 
twixt Maryland— and have been unconcerned in their quar- 
rel from the beginning until this time, and so shall continue 
according to his highness's direction in that letter. You are 
desired to join yourself with our friends colonel Matthews 
and mr. Bennett, and to treat with the most considerable 
merchants that use this trade, and to let ti)cm know how 
much this assembly hath endeavored to lessen the quantity 
and mend the quality of tobacco ; to see what they will do 
towards it, therefore without the endeavor be reciprocal, 
^ve shall hardly mend the commodities wiil.out they mend 
t!ie price, for if wc once find that good and bad is all one as 
in respect to us, we shall certainly make that which Is made 
^ith most ease. Of these transactions and thu success of 
ttiem, you are desired to givu the country an account by the 
iu'st ships next year. 
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CHAP, loncl Matthews and mr. Bennett, and of the sue, 
^^- sess of your transactions you are desired to give 
the country an account by the first sliips.'*^ 

Or the transactions from this period to the res-, 
'toration, there is an entire chasm in the records.; 
Beveriey* and Robertson, I know not on what au- 
tliority, state that on the death of Matthews, the 
people whose resentment was highly enfiamed by 
the commercial restrpiints imposed by the com- 
manwealtb, repaired to the retreat of sir W. Berke- 
ky, and with loud acclamiations proclaimed him 
governor. That on his refusing to act under an 
Usurped authority, they boldly threw off all allegi- 
ance to thje Protector, and proclaiijied Charles IL 
king of England, France, Ireland, and Virgioia, 
some time before the king was restored in England. 
So. rests the account,, uiibupported by a single 
authority. 

It is certainly matter of surprise, that the events 



y' * Notwithstanding this act of navigation? (siays this hi* 

^ torian) the Protector never thought the plantations enough, 
secured ; but frequently changed their governors to prevent 
tlieir intriguing with the people. S^ that during the time 
of the usurpation, they had no less than three governors, 
namely, Digges, Rennett, and Matthews, /i. 53 This, ac- 
count is copied by Dr. Robertsop. There is unqveatiooable 
evidence on facG of the records, that Bennett was chosep by 
tlie grand assembly; that Diggt.3 was called to the council 
di^ring the recess by the governor ; that the appointment was 
approved by the assembly ; that Digges was chosen govci^ 
noi — tliat he was afterwards deputed the colony's agent con- 
joinlly with Bennett ; that Mi\tthews was elected to succeed 
Jiim, but that Digges was requested by the assembly to act 
as governor during his residence in the colony. There i& 
also clear proof that the colony, during^the existence of the 
commonwealth, exercised a 1 the rights of real independence. 
It was fashionable to cry out against the commonwealth and 
the Protector, and these facts have therefore been wholly 
lost to history. 
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ef an aefa so important in t!w history of Virg;inia, 6tt Al^. 
should have been either wholly unknown, or .p— ij^ 
grossly misrepresented by our historians. 1656. 

The rage of royalty at the time of the restora- 
tion, and the policy of Charles, would naturally 
endeavor to render odious the acts of the common- 
wealth and the administration of Cromwell ; but 
the memory of the principal events was preserved 
in the English state papers and the records of thii 
state, and it is not easy to assign any cause for 
this malancholy ignorance or perversion of fiacts, 
except the want of historical impartiaRty, the weak- 
ness <rf party attachment, or the want of sufficient 
industry and application. 

The gross ignorance of the transactions down 
to this year, of which h have complete evidence 
before me, renders their account of the succeed- 
ing events, of which I know scarce any thing, 
jusdy suspected. We are not inf(M*med how or 
at what time, was effected the sudden and miracu- 
lous conversion of the colonists from sturdy re- 
publicanism to subnaissive loyalty. It is stated 
to have happened previous to the restoration of 
Charles : But they do not tell us the da}% the 
month, or even the year. ...They forbear to ex. 
plain whether the appointment of sir W, Berke- 
ley took place in the usual manner, by the grand 
assembly, or by the tumultuary proceedings oi a 
mob* They tell us indeed, that before he would 
consent to accept the reins of government, he 
made them promise to throw oflf their allegiance 
to the commonwealth, and declare for Charles. 
If such a proposition had been made to an assem- 
bly, composed ot cavaliers and rich land holders, 
it is sufficiendy credible. But X am satisfied that 
sir W. Berkeley received his authorisy from a 
tumultuous assemblage of cavaliers and aristo- 
crats, without the agency of the assembly. He 
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afterwards indeed issued writs for convening that 
. body in the name of the king ; but the assembly^ 
prorogued by the fears of the governor, did not 
meet until the following year, ailer Charles had 
been proclaimed in England. 

Whilst lam writing, facts are continually 
crouding on me in support of this statement, and 
what at first was only conjecture founded on pro- 
bability, is every rhoment becoming conviction. 

I ADVANCE with little apprehension of seeing 
my opinions refuted, that the government of the 
English commonwealth was mild and liberal, and 
even popular in Virginia ; that the privileges and 
liberties of the colonists were considerably enlarg- 
ed during tliis period : That neither thfe ordi- 
nance of 1650, nor the act of 1651, took effect in 
Virginia. And although tlie records of the colo- 
ny are tjoo imperfect to justify a positive declara- 
tion, there are sufficient reasons to believe, that 
the appointment, of sir W. Berkeley in 1659 or 
1660, was the work of a mob ; and never did re- 
ceive the sanction of the representatives of the 
people, until Charles II. was firmly seated on the 
throne.* 



* It weighs as a strong objection against this opinion, that 
Morryson the speaker, and several other conspicuous mem- 
bers of the house of burgesses, and tlT€ council, during the 
commonwealth, were active and influential loyalists a^ter the 
restoration. This would seem to infer that they attoned for 
their forced submission to the commonwealth, by electing 
sir W. Berkeley and proclaiming the king. 



CHAPTER IIL 



Apprehensions of the colonists — Are eahned by the ^?,^^* 
restoration — Assembly convened — Digest of le- 
gal code — Neiv commission to sir fv. Berkeley j 
and instructions — Camplaisance of the assembly — 
Attempt to establish taivns — Itsjailure^ to V)hat 
to be attributed — Report of the re-enaction of the 
navigation act — Disappointment and chagrin of 
the colonists — They remonstrate against it^ but 
without success — They set thcTnsehes at Viork to 
evade it — Persecution of sectaries — fakers — 
Case of Hill — Good effects of the encouragement 
to manufactures-^ A guard raised for the govern-' 
ment — Negociation with Carolina and Maryland 
respecting the improvement of their staple — Its 
failure — Discontents encrease — ^me veteran sd* 

. diers ofCronvmell conspire against government-^ 
Are detected by the compunction oj one of the con- 
sptrators — An^ assembly — Regard the informer 
^-Attempt of the governor to alter mode of pay* ' 
ing taxes — Land tax recommended — Is rejected 
by the assembly — Resolve to build a state house 
— Negociations renewed wtth Maryland and Ca* 
roJina — Answer of Mary land favorable — Actpro-^ 
hibiting the planting tobacco for one year — ivwm- 
ber of counties and representatives — Attention to 
manufactures recommended — Severed premiums 
claimed for the cultivation of mtdberry trees — Sus- 
picions of the good faith of Maryland — Absurd 

Q 



CHAP. grants of the king to his favorites — Virginia re^ 
^ ^^^' monstrates against them — Deputies appointed to 

present it^^Fundfor defraying charges of mission 
— Colonel John Washington — Attempt ofga^er-' 
nor to defeat assembly's right ofraisinj^ supplies 
— Mortif cation of the governor at its ill success 
^-Establishment of forts — Colony sustain some in^ 
jury from the Dutch^-Sir W. Berkeley attempts 
new discon)ertes amongst the Indians — Expeaiti^ 
on of captain Batt — Its failure — Governor r^- 
sohes to complete tlie discovery in person — Ap^^ 
points his deputy during his absence — Assembly 
agree to assist in the discovery. 



CHAPTER III. 



WHILST the Virginians waited with fearful CHAP. 
solicitude-the issue of their revolt, authentic infor- -b^^I^^ 
mation was received that Charles II. had been i66i. 
proclaimed with acclamations in England ; and SirWilliam 
their mhids, astonishec^at the boldness of the ac- **'^'^®*^3r- 
tion they had performed, and held in sus]^nse by 
well groimded fears of the power and indigna- 
tion of their enemies, gave themselves up to the 
most unbounded joy. Their former danger was 
now recollected with delight, as the siu^st test of 
their glpry : And thefl- exultation was mingled 
with a proud sense of their services^ and the be- 
nefits they had conferred on die kmg and mo^ 
narchy. 

In this temper, the representatives of the people, 
who had been summoned to meet in 1660, and 
whose meeting was, by the governor prorogued y^^t^ i^ 
to this year, convened atJamcs-Town. Nothing 
but professions of loyalty and responses to the na- 
tional joy were heard amongst them. The first 
object of their attention, was a legislative digest 
(rf their legal code, with the view, according to 
their declaration, to repeal and expunge all unne- 
cessary acts, and chiefly such a* might ** keep in 
memory their forced deviation from his majesty's 
obedience." It is not a litde amusing to observe 
this coyness, this affected antipathy to* the name 
and shadow of the republic, in men, who a little 
before addressed Cromwell in terms of the mctet 
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CHAP, exalted respect and attachment. History fiimish- 
^^^' es a thousand instances of such new born zeal and 
1661. well feigned loyalty: But however they ma)rim. 

pose on the objects of their flattery, they are stript 
of their disguise before the impartial tribunal ^ 
posterity. 
y/' Charles had scarcely ascended the throne 

when he transmitted to sir W. Berkeley, a new 
commission as governor of Virginia, witli per- 
mission to return to England, and appoint a de- 
puty in hb absence. To this was added a body 
of instructions after his arrival in England, which 
as unfoldisig the pdicy of the court, and the man^ 
nersof the times, may ifbt be unworthy the no- 
, . tice of history. 
^ Th 5 first article reeomthended the duties (rf re- 

ligion, the use of the book of common prayer ; 
tbk decent rejairs of churches, and a com[)eteat 
provision foir conforming nxinisters. For this 
puipose a convenient house, witha^ebe <rfan 
Tiundred acres for the exercise of their industry, 
were.directed to be assigned them^ together \vith 
a liberal maintenance to be furnished out of the 
fruits and productions of the esuth, and the labors* 
of the planters. 

SiR W. Berkeley was instructed tosumft^onan 
assembly a mojoth after his arrival in Vii^nia, or 
$ooi^er, according to the usage of the cjokmy^ vsaA 
to declare a general act of indemnity in the na«ne oi 
the king, with the exception of such as were con* 
cemed in the death of his fathtr^ and provided 
that 41 laws s^d orders made during tlie late re- 
beUion, and whi^ were derogatory to the respect 
and obedience which subjects owe to their sove^ 
xeign, ^ere repealed. New^ England was pro- 
posed as ^n evidence of tl^ value and importance 
of towns and seaports, and sir W. Berkeley w^'* 
requested to set m example to the people :'of his 
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government, by erecting a house for himself at CHAP. 
James-Town, and to advise the members of the ^^^' 
council to reside at that place.... The attention of I66I. 
the government was next directed to new and co- 
pious sources of wealth in the production of silk, 
flax, pitch, hemp, and potash. As a more par- 
ticular indueement to the colonists to attend 10 
this advice, the king took Occasion to mention, 
that he had worn some of the silk of Virginia, 
vi^hich he found not inferior to that raised in other 
countries. This article is probably the ground 
of the tradition mentioned by Beverley, that the 
king had worn a robe of Virginia silk at his co- 
ronation. 

^ The next advises a correspondence with Ma- 
ryland, for the purpose df raising the price of to- 
bacco, by devising some means of diminishing 
the quantity and improving its quality. The two 
shillings per hogshead on tobacco imposed by for. 
mer assemblies, was confirnled, and from this re- 
venue, and the one shilling per ton port duty on 
shipping, one thousand pounds were directed to 
be applied as a salary for the governor. The in- 
structions concluded with th6 offer of royal assist- 
ance for the establishment of an iron work, and 
wi^ some advdce respecting the civil and impar- 
tial administration of justice, for which purpose 
a commission of oyer and terminer was gmnted, 
and an offer made to send over able judges, pro- 
vided diey were thought necessary, andcompe* 
tent salaries should be assigned by the assembly. 
These instructions were immediately trans- 
mittcd by sir W. Berkeley to his deputy in Vir- 
ginia, and were taken as tte guide of the revised 
code, which the assembly was digesting under his 
inspection. The new acts were little more than 
transcripts of the instructions, and wherever there 
is any dep^urc from them it arises solely from 
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the beltef, tliat the object was in itself impmctica* 
ble or inconsistent with the long established iisa* 
ges and habits of the people. 

In the latter part of this year, sir W. Berkeley 
arrived in the colony, and gave the cotistituticMial 
assent ^o the new code. But it was not enough 
to legislate respecting objects of speculative im- 
provements The new acts proposed rewards in- 
deed, for successful experiments in the several 
branches ol commerce and manufactures advised 
by the king ; and modes were pointed out fw car- 
rying into effect the king's intentions respecting 
towns: But to divert the labors and commerce 
of an infant colony from their usual channels, is 
a project attended with serious difficulties ; and 
nothing less than the example of a governor so 
respected for his virtues, could have induced the 
colonies to venture on these new and untried spe- 
culations^ 
^^ Sir W. Berkeley built a handsome house at 
James-Town, and the members of the council, 
and some of the most considerable traders and 
planters followed his example. Others were built 
at the charge of the several counties, and James- 
Town, a name celebrated as being the first Eng- 
lish settlement in America, the theatre of Smithes 
,-£.. exploits, and the rommitic tenderness and com- 

pas3ion 01 rocahontas, began ra()idly to assume 
the appearance of a handsome village ; whilst the 
meetings of the council and assembly, and the at^ 
tendance of suitors from all parts of die colony to 
tlie general and appellate courts ; and the hurry of 
sailors lading and unlading, gave it a bustle and 
tumult beyond what was to be expected from its 
appearance and extent. 

But the present rage for towns was rather aa 
impulse than a constant and steady passion. The 
planters and traders lived in general, dispersed 
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dUxXkg the banks of navigable rivers, and they ^U^^' 
found it niore convenient that commerce should sb^m 
be brought to their doors, than that they should 1663. 
break up their establishments and remove to 
distant and unwholesome marts. This change 
would moreover be attended with a diminution 
of their consequence. Instead of the proprietors 
of extensive tracts exhibiting the pomp and hos- 
pitality of ancient barons, they would be cut down 
to the size of other n^n, and mortified by the in- 
sulting competition and rivalry of clerks and tra- 
ders. They had no objection 'tis true to towns : 
The king h^d advocated the projeot, and they 
were no doubt beneficial. They had no objecti- 
on to their being filled with the agents and re- 
, tailers of commerce : But they could not think of 
tearing asunder the ligaments that were so twined 
round their habits, their feelings, and afiections 
through any motives of complaisance or loyalty. 

Notwithstanding these scruples, there was 
one measure, which alone ^vas wanting to ensure 
success to the wishes of the king ; the establish- 
ment of ports of entry, by confining navigation to 
certain places, must inevitably have produced 
this effect, and such a regulation was actually 
adopted with respect to the James river ships. But 
even here, the measure was defeated by the want 
of activity and integrity in the officers. The ships 
after being entered at the custom house, were per- 
mitted to trade to all parts of the river : The con- 
sequence of this neglect was, that the town, de- 
prived of the privilege of an exclusive market, was 
&Uing&st into neglect; and the houses, which 
had been erected at the public expence, were 
obliged to be rented to the keepers of ale houses 
and ordkiaries, and that class of petty retail tra- 
ders, who are invariably to be found in the wake 
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CHAP^ of navigation, the constant companions of sea kiS 
^^^v mg people. 
1663. But whilst the government \\^s engaged in 

these plans of improvement ; and the hopes of all 
were raised by the prospects of wealth ^d the as- 
surance of freedom, they he^rd with the deepest 
surprise axri concern the re-enaction of the na« 
vjgation law by the British pailiament, fortified 
with new penalties, and armed with fresh prohi- 
bitions.- Where^hey expected to meet, not mere- 
ly justice, but rewards and honors^ to find onty 
severity and imposition^ afforded them the deep- 
est mortification, and it wa§ resolvf d to reition- 
strate against the act as highly oppressive, if not 
destructive of the commerce of the colony. In 
this measure there was the most t:t)rdial co-ope- 
ration of all the members of the governn^ent. But 
with the British parliament, and even the king, 
the good or bad fortune of the colony were re- 
garded as utterly beneath consideration, when 
the interest of the parent state was in question; 
and so far was he from aflbrding the relief which 
had been demanded, that all his influence and that 
of his ministers w^cre employed in giving f cM*ee to 
the statute. 

Ver Y early it had been the fashion to suppose^ 
that the colonists by emigrating, had lost a 
portion of their dignity, aiid that at best: they 
should be regarded only as an inferior order of 
Englishinen, whose duty it was to labor for the 
advancement and glory of the nation. 

The Virginians, ^disappointed in their expec 
tations of relief from this quarter, coratnenced a 
considerable contraband trade with foreigners, par- 
ticularly with the Dutch settled at Hudson's river ; 
and it was prosecuted with considerable vivaeity, 
notwithstanding tlie heavy penalties of the act, 
and the vigilance of the collectors. The act it- 
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%t\{ hcing manifestly ^ grievance, anji all the CHAP. 
bp^nches qf the government havbg concun-ed in ^^^' 
the prayer for its re].eal, the office of an informer IS63» 
would probably be regarded as odious and con- 
temptible, and the government would connive at 
the irregularities of a ti-ade, which was consider- 
ed essential to the prosperity of the people. 

Yet notwithstanding the general disapprobati- 
on of those restrictions, it would sometimes hap- 
pen tliat tlip vigilance or rapacity of revenue offi- 
cers, would den^and the prosecution andt punish- 
ment of commercial offenders; and a considera- 
blp* degree of irritation was kept alive, 'which be- 
ing fed by the decay of trade and the public dis- 
tress, augured at no distant period some violent 
interruption to the tranq[uility of society. 

This ye^ Virginia full of loyalty tp a/gover- 
nor, whp notuiihstanding his mildness and hu- 
manity on other occasions, had adopted the re- 
ligious and political intolerance of his sovereign, 
began to put in force the laws* enacted against 
sectaries and npn-cpnformists. 

The Quakeisf a sect, whusc enthusiasm im- /" 
pelled them to enpounter the greatest dangers with 
the most unexampled patience in defence of their 
tenets, began at this time to attract the attention 
trgovernment. They had braved with the zeal 
of martyrs, the furious anathemas of Laud, and the 
deeper and more destructive fanaticism of Crom- 
weU. 



* hi 1642. '^ 

^ t The violent enthusiasm cf this sect, like all high pas- 
sions, beinj^ too btion^ for the weak nt- rves to sustain, threw 
the preachers into convulsions Hind sli^kings, and (iistoiii- 
ons in their limbs j and they thence xccavwd the name of 
Quakers. 
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CHAP. AxtACHED to no party, disdaining to mingld 
^ ^^^ ^ in the petty and limited schemes of human poli- 
1663. cy, they openly declared war against atl existing 

institutions, as impositions on the understanding 
of man, and usurpations of the just power and 
authority of God. But their only weapons were 
the plainness of their dress and manners, the sane- 
tity of their private lives, and tlie holy phrenzy 
of their discourses. 

Thew superior sanctity excited first, the en-* 
vy, and afterwards, the persecution;of the other 
sects : But after innumerable fruitless attempts 
to vanquish their patience and subdue their spi- 
rit, they were permitted by connivance to ex- 
ercise a religion, which wholly divested of the 
external splendor of ceremonies, which catch the 
imaginations and interest the passions, was sup*- 
.po3ed to be little calculated to disturb thcestabi^ 
lished authority. 

It is not a little curious to observe the visible 
abatement, which time produces in the zeat of the 
various sects of religion. At the outset, it is ne- 
cessary to make a strong impression, and each 
burns and flames with the fervor of religious ex- 
tacy : But it is not in nature, that a paroxism so 
violent should for any considerable time be sup* 
ported at this fever height, and they all naturally 
descend to the temperate point of the thermome- 
ter. 

The origin of this interesting sect was marked 
by a thousand extravagancies* equally repugnant 
to decency and good sense : But as soon as the 
persecutions against them began to abate ; and 
tlieir passions were allowed to cool, their deport- 
ment immediately assumed tliat meek, benevc 



• Hume's Eng. V9l, V./i. 387, 
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lent, and decent appearance, which has ever since 
continued to distinguish them. 

It was expected that the colonies in the new 1663 
worid, tolerably free from the influence of the hi- 
crarchy, and the presence and pretensions of pri- 
vileged orders, would afford a theatre more con- 
genial with the equality and fraternity so dear to 
them, and the bluilt and unceremonious plainness 
of their manners ; and they had lately in consider- 
able numbers emigrated to Virginia, Maryland, 
and the New- England colonies. 

Their reception in these several places proves 
iiow little analogy is to be relied on in caiculaiing 
the conduct of man. In the republican colonies 
of New- England, where their republican manners 
and principles might be supposed to beget a sym- 
pathy for dieir distresses, they were immediately 
regarded as the instruments of the prince of dark- 
ness, and the whole vengeance of the law was let 
loose upon them. In Maryland where the gover- 
nor and a majority of the people were papists and 
royalists, a religion and government, whose spirit 
is thought to be hostile to liberty, and averse to 
toleration, they were immediately hailed as bro- 
thers, and admitted to all the rights of freemen. 
Virginia chose a middle course, alike removed 
from the generous policy of Maryland and the in- 
tolerant bigotry of New- England : They ware 
excluded from the rights of citizerts, and exposed 
to the superintending controul of magistrates and 
sheriffs : They were the objects of unmerited 
contempt and the victims of subaltern persecution 
and anoyance ; but there is not a single case of ca- ^^ 
pital punishment, and scarcely one of any violent 
outrage committed against them on account of 
their opinions. 

During the present session of assembly on the 
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CHAT*, informatron of Jo'hh Hill,* ^Tieriff oflower Nor- 
^^^' - folk, John Porter, om of tht biirf^^ssc^ of the 
1663: same county, wa^ cliarged " with hciifg loving to 

the Quakers, and attending their meetings." H is 
defence \\tis short, but at t!ie same time honesr, 
legal, and tnanly. He coiifessfd that he vias 
, %vefl disposed to that sect, whose mild doctrines 
and practice vit'tues justified his attcXchmem : Bttt 
conceived that part of th^ charge which declai-td 
his attehdance at their meetings not to be proved 
with that clearness and certainty which the liw 
requires. The assembly appeared to bie sensible 
oftfte force of this observation, aiid proceeded to 
tender him the oaths of allegiance aird supre- 
macy, and expelled hitn on Ms riefesiirg to take 
them. 

In this transaction, there is tibthing violent dr 
extraordinary. In all repinesentative bcxltes, theiic 
ai'e rules of order and forms of i:)TOceeding, to 
which the strictest obedience h exacted from 
their members ; and we should rather ascribe the 
expulsion of Porter to his refusal to conform to 
thcse^egulations, than to the accusation of Hill* 

The encouragement afforded to commerce and 
manufactures, appears to have been attended at 



^ Whereas mr. John Hill, high sheriff of lower Norfolk 
county, haUi represented to the house, that mr. John i'uv- 
ttr, one of the burgesses of that county, was loving to the 
Quakers, and stood well affected towards them, and haih 
been and was 60 far anabaptist as to be against the baptism 
of children— upon which representation the said Porter con- 
fessed himscU\o have been and to be vyell affected lo the Qua- 
kers ; but conceived his being at iheir meeting not to be 
proved; upon which the oaths of allegiance and suim^macy 
ucre tendered to him, which he refused to take. Wheie- 
upon it is orderea that the said Porter be dismissed this 
house. 

Verbatim from lecords. 
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this time witli some of llie tSccts, which Twre CHAP. 
contemplated. George* the Armenian, having ^^^^s 
proved to the satisftciion of the assembly thetna- 1663^ 
mifacture of ten pounds of wound silk of Virgi- 
nia, it v as ordered that he should be paid out of 
this years' levy, according to the act. John Dd* 
byt having produced a certificate that he had wo- 
ven nineteen yards of woollen cloth in Noithamp- 
ton county, and John Pitte,J that he had built a 
vtsbcl of 28 tons, in the Isie of Wight count}% 
^\cre ordeied to be paid according to the acts in 
those cases provided. 

I'o add to the authority and sectirity of go- 
vernment, a guard of an oiFicer and twenty pri- 
TOtes v. ere ordered by the assembly, and Hforty. 
five thousand weight of tobacco were set apart for 
tlftir support. But ever attentive to the security 
ol their own privileges, they directed that half of 
this coips should be at the disposal and under the 
command of an officer of their otvn appointing, 
and that the establishment should continue only 
so long as appeared to them expedient. 

But the main object of legislative attent^n re- 
mained yet to be discussed. The king's instruc- 
tions had called their peculiar attention to the sub- 
ject of tobacco, which owing to the glut of the 
markets and its deteriorated quality, had fdllen so 
low in value as scarcely to furnish cloaths to the 
colonists. 

Two modes were proposed for obviating this 
evil, a diminution of the quantity usually planted v 
or a total cessation for a stipulated term. But to 
ensure success to cither mode, it was hccessary 



* Ancient records. t Ibidem. t Ibidem, 

1 For each soldier 2000, or 80/. and for the officer 5000, 
QT 200/. 



Ia4 HISTORY OE 

CHAP, that Maiyknd, and if possible Carolina, shoulct 
^^^' , concur in the jiroject, for in these states tobacco 
ifi6 J. wa§ also the principal staple ; and were they left at 

liberty, whilst Virginia was restricted in the exer- 
cise ofher usual industry, the object must inevi- 
table have been defeated, and they would ha\^ 
grown rich by her depression and ruin. 

Urged as well by these considerations as by 
the commands of the king, and the obvious expe- 
diency of the project in contemplation, Carolina 
and Maryland manifested a disposition to unite 
in some plan for their mutual advantage ; and 
commissioners from the two colonies accordingly 
met at Wicomocomo for the purpose of arranging 
the principles of this commerci^ treaty. It was 
agreed at this meeting, that in the succeeding 
year, no tobacco should be planted in either co- 
lony after the twentieth of June, and that an as- 
sembly should be called in Maryland by the pro- 
prietor, to confirm the proceedings of her com- 
missioners, and to apprize Virginia of her ratifi*. 
cation ; and that the governors and councils of 
both cdonies should be solemnly sworn by the 
commissioners on either side, to use their utmost 
exertions to carry into effect such laws as were 
adopted for this purpose. 

Whilst the legislature was engaged in these 
measurcs,a conspiracy of a nature the most alarming 
was forming in her bosom ; and the moment for its 
explosion, had almost arrived, before govern- 
ment had received the slightest intimation of its 
existence. Several* causes operated at the same 
time to bring about this event. The late shac- 



* The circumscription of their trade, the prosecution of 
the sectaries, and the little demand of tobacco. 

Beverley f fi, 58. 
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es imposed on their trade, more strict ifnd arbi- CHAP. 
uy than any regulation of Cromwell or the com- ,. ^^^' 
onwealth, and more difficult to be evaded ; to- 16«3. 
ther with the rapid fell in the value of their only 
iple commodity, had, with a general poverty, 
troduced a general discontent. They compar- 
their generous loyalty to the king in his dis- 
ss, with his present narrow and arbitrary po- 
y; and their independence and happy condition 
[ring the; existence of the commonwealth, and 
m under the usurpation of Cromwell, with 
ur present subjection and distresses. The pro- 
:ution of the sectaries,* added fuel to the grow- 
ls spirit of disaffection. 

It was fortunate for the government, and per- 
)s for the people themselves, that no character 
sufficient influence could be found at this junc- 
e to sanction the cause of rebellion, or marshal 
resources by the weight of his character and ta- 
ts. 

5oME veteran soldiers, who had deeply im- 
ed the spirit of insurrection under Cromwell, 
I who after the restoration, had been transport- 
to Virginia on account of their untractable and 
tinous spirit, beheld with pleasure the progress 
these discontents. By their advicie a plan of 
Lirrection was quickly conceived, and so well 
I was their project, and so wide extended the 
ere of the public discontent, that no discovery 
k: place until the evening preceding the intend- 
explosion. Even then the escape might be 
sidered as providential.... one of the soldiers 
he name of Berkenhead, a man deeply infect- 



Divers sectaries in relij^iGn beginning to spread them- 
rs there, great restraints were laid upon them under 
re penalties, to prcYcnt their encrease. 

Beverlq/y fi* 57. 
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CHAP, ed with the mania of £matici$m, and whose po* 

, ■ ^^^* . ycrty and sufferings might be supposed sufficieiit 

1663. pledges for his fid^^Uty^ induced by compunqtiou 

or what h more probable by cowardice, disclos* 
cd the whole plot in time to prevent its execution. 

Tnfi plap adopted by the governor was judici- 
pus. He issued secret carders to the officers of 
militia to assemble their corps on tlie very sppt 
where the conspirators were tp assembly some 
time previous to the appoii\ted hpur, with direc- 
tions to seize them separately as they arrived.* 

The orders of the governor were executed 
with precision, and the plan of the cpnspiratori 
completely disconcerted : But some of the cou- 
spirators having taken the alarm and communi- 
cated it in their flight to their fellows who were 
hastening to the place of rendeavous, only a fev/ 
were taken, and of these, only foui' were e:se* 
cuted.f 

The proceedings of the assembly which con* 
Vcned three days after the disclosure of this plot» 
paint strongly their terrors at the danger tliey iiad 
escai^, aiid dieir gratitude for their deliverance.^ 
After a preamble expressive of their gratitude to 
Heaven, it was unanimously resolved that the 
thirteenth of September, which was the day oil 



* Beverley. t Beverley, 

\ Since the least mercy we receive from God*s hands de- 
serve our daily thanks, whether it be not fit for so transcend 
dent a favor as the prescrvini^ all we have froni sautter ra* 
in, deserve not to have an annual soleonnity cel^ratctl to 
keep it in remembrance— Resolved that the thirteenih Sep- 
tember be, annually kept holy, being the day those villain* 
intended to put the plot in execution. 

Literal transcript from rcpords. 
. The incorrectness of thia language pi-obably origuialcd 
with the ciwk. 
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appointed for the massacre, should be kept holy, ^^^^• 
;uid thai five thousand weight of tobacco, with his ' 

freedom, should he presented to Bcrkcnhead.* 1553, 

Advantage was taken of the alarm raised by 
this conspiracy, to attempt an entire change in 
the mode of paying taxes- The nciode heretofore 
u^ since the foi^ndation of the colony, was by 
|>oll, which considering the great disproportion in 
the fortunes of individuals^ was certainly the least 
eligible. It had however, with litde interrupti- 
on, been connected during the whole of this peri- 
cd with the right of suffrage ; and its use had been 
justified, by a declaration, /'that the lives and 
industry of the citizen were more valuable than 
lands and houses :" A compliment certainly in- 
genious and admirably calculated to reconcile a 
high, spirited people to its use and continuance. 

Its repeal was proposed during this session to 
the house of commons, and a tax on land recom- 
mended in its place. Whether owing to ancient 
prejudices, or possibly to an apprehension that the 
ri^t of suffrage would be affected by the propos- 
ed alteration, the assembly adhered to4he levy 
by poll. 

The attempt probably originated in a desire of 
^contracting the right of suffrage, in order as it was 
pretended that the poorer classes might not have it 
in their power to elect to the assembly men dis- 
affected to the government. ^ 



* y^gain — Since rewards for the enconrageinent 6f the 
good are as necessary as punishments for the rewards of the 
cruel — Resolved that Berkenhead have his freedom and five 
thousand pounds of tobacco in Gloster county, and that liis 
master be satisfied for his time. 

Verbatim from record*. 

s 
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CHAP. Ix appears lidvcver that sometime between this 
^^^' period and the year 1676, the right of suffrage 
U64. ^^s materially abridged, although no alteratioil 

had been made in the mode of levying taxes. 

Several propositions appeared iiithis assem« 
bly, which exhibit strong symptoms of an en- 
crease of wealth and public spirit. The quarter 
courts and even the assemblies were accustomed 
since the foundation of the<K>lony, to hold their 
sessions in taverns. This inconvenience, tmd 
the impropriet5r of such a procedure, was sensibljr 
felt ; and it was resolved to purchase a house for 
Ac courts and to build a state house for the as- 
sembly and the different offices attached to the 
government. Rules* of order were also estab- 
lished for the government of the assembly, from 



♦ Orders to be observed in the house. 

1. That no burgess shall absent himself from attenda;*ce 
6n the house (without leave first obtained of the house or 
prevented by sickness) when any matter ^hatl be debated of; 
but that every member shall keep good order and give good 
attention4o the reading and debating of whatsoever shall be 
proposed or prosecuted or presented to the consideration of 
the house, and that every burgess shall with due respect ad** 
dress himself to Mr. Speaker, in a decent manner^ and not? 
entertain any private discourse while the public affairs are 
treated off. 

2. That every member of this house for each time of hi* 
absence upon call of the clerk, shall forfeit twenty pounds of 
tobacco, lawful impediments excepted. 

3 That the first time any member of this house shall be 
adjudged by the major part of this house to be disguised 
with drink, he shall forfeit one hundred pounds of tobacco; 
for the second time he shall be so disguised he shall forfeit 
three hundred pounds of tobacco, and for the third offence 
one thousand pounds of tobacco. 

4. That upon debate of any thing propbsed by the tpeak^ 
er, the party that speaketh shall rise fit>m his seat and b^ 
uncovered dunng the time he speaketh, wherein no inter- 
ruption shall be made till he hath finished, under penalty (^ 
one thousand pounds, * 
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whence perhaps wc «hoiild infer, Aat their siU CHAP. 
ngs had often been hiarked by turbuknce, intern- ^5-11 
erance, and gross personalities. These legulati- iftw. 
ns suppose at the same time a growing regard 
Dr decorum and delicacy ; and they are strictly 
tarlianv^ntary. It is from circumstances like these: 
hat we collect the manners of a people. 

The session of assembly of 1666, presents ma- 
ty subjects of interest and curiosity to a Virgini- 
n. Tfaeplanofacessation was still under discus* 
ion between the commissioners of Maryland, Ca« 
olina, and Virginia ; and although the principles 
vcrc fully agreed on, it had not yet received that 
CH-mal ratification from the respective assemblies, 
v^hich would justify any colony in singly hazard- 
ng the experiment. 

Meanwhile the depreciation continued to 
uch an extent, that the planters were scarcely 
iblc to. clothe their &miUes by the sale of their 
Tops. An answer arrived at length from the 
chancellor of Maryland, enclosing tiie lieutenant 
pvemor's proclamation, enjoining a total cessa- 
ion for a pytn time, to all the si3)jec« of that 
)roprietary. 



5. That no irreverence or indecent form of speech be 
ittercd in the house by anjr person aftainst another mem* 
)er of the house, uader the penalty of five hundred pounds. 

6. That to the end all things may be more orderly dis- 
XHirsed and debated of, no member after having once ddi<* 
rered his opinion about any matter proposed, duiing which 
ime he shall not be internipted, shall make any fuither re- 
>ly about that proposition that time of the debate, that so 
tvcry one may have liberty to declare his judgment, and the 
:onfused multitude speaking at once be avoided ;, under th^ 
Penalty of seventy pounds of tobacco. 

7. That every member that shall pipe it after the house 
s began to be called over until an adjournment, or public 
ieense of the major part of the house, in the vacancy from^ 
loy biimes^ sball be fined twenty pounds tobactx). 
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crtAP. 
III. 

1666. 



These letters accompanied with his own cor- 
respondence, the governor laid before the house ; 
and the question being taken whether this was a 
sufficient confirmation, it was decided in the af- 
firmative. By this decision an act made during 
the former session restricting the planting of to- 
bacco from tlie first of February, 1666, to the 
first of February, 1667, was declared to be in 
force ; and the governor was directed to signify 
the same by proclamation to the several counties. 

The number of the counties stood this year at 
lineteen : The representation* did not preserve 
the usual ratio, remaining still at thirty- five. 



Capt. 



Henrico, 
W. Ferrar. 
Chavles-City, 
Mr. Speaker, 
Capt. Thomas Southcoat. ^ 

James-City County, 
Capt. E. Ramsay, 
Mr. Thomas Ballard. 
James-City, 
Mr. Thomas Hone. 

Surry County, 
Capt. Laurence Baker, 
Mr. J. Warren. 

IsIc; of Wight, 

Adjutant Gen. Bridges, 

Major Nich. Hill, 

Mr. Robert Williamson. 

Nansemond, 
Colonel John Blake, 
Captain John Leare. 

Lower Norfolk, 
Capt. Adam Thi>.oughgood, 
Capt. William Carver. 

Elizabeth- City, 
Col. Leonard Yco, 
Captain John Powell, _, 



Robert Wynne, Speaker. 



York, 

Lieut. Col. Wni- Barker, 
Captain Wm. Parke. 
New-Kent, 
Capt. William Claiborne, 
Capt. W. Berkley. 

Gloucester, 
Adjutant Gen. Jenning^s, 
Major Thomas Walker. 

Lancaster^ 
Mr. Raleigh Traverse. 
Rappaliannock, 
Captain John Wcyr, 
Mr. John Lucas. 

Stafford, 
Colonel Meel. 

Westmoreland. ' 
Colonel Nicholas Spencer, 
Colonel John Washinglon. 

Northumberland, 
Mr. W^illiam Presley. 
, Northampton, 
Lieutenant Col. Kendall, 
Capt. Jo'.in Savage. 
Accomack, 
Col. Edmund Scarborough, 
Mr.HujfhYoc. 
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At the instance of secretary Lud well, it was CHAP. 
enacted that the existing titles to lands, the re- ^^^' 
cords of which were lost, or to which titles were «6§7. 
annexed in records, should be considered valid, 
(the defects having been found to have liappcned 
by the neglect of the clerks of those times, and 
the casualty of two several fires.) 

But something yet was to be done to supply Attentionto 
the loss to be imn;iediately sustained by a cessati- manufac- 
on, and to guard against the possible failure of ^"*^* 
that experiment. The want of home manufac^ 
tares left them completely dependant on the Eng- 
lish merchants for every article of convenience or 
luxury; and as their principal trade centered in 
Loudon, it was easy for a body of merchants act- 
ing in concert, to set what price they pleased on 
the several articles for exchange. The colonists 
iTljght complain, but they were forbidden to car- 
ry their goods to another market : the ungenes. 
rous spirit of monopoly having thus debarred them 
the advantages of competition, which is at once 
a spur to industry and the vital principle of com- 
merce. 

In revolving the various modes of accomplish- 
ing these objects, an attention to manufactures 
could hardly havq been overlooked. The assem- 
bly saw that they must begin by breaking that 
chain, which held them impotent and powerless 
at the feet of avarice and monopoly.. ..and in their 
efforts to effect their eitiatifcipation, they seem to 
have been directed by judgment and moderation. 
After a preamble in which it is stated that five wo- 
men, or children of thirteen years, could with 
ease provide sufficient clothing for tliirty persons; 
the commissioners were enjoined within two years ^ 
to provide and set up a weaver and loom in their 
counties, with the exception of Rappahannock, 
Lancaster, Westmi^eland, and Stafford, which 
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CHAPi for local reasons, had their time extended tQ four 
^g;^^sssi y^^5 » ^^ ^^^^ ^^ neglect of courts in carrying 
1667, this law into execution,, should be punished bj 

amercement* 

The culture of silk stiH cringed their attenti^ 
on, and it appe^s that a new impluse v^. given 
to their exertions, A major Walker, one of the 
members of assembly, produced satisfactory evi- 
dence diat HI the year 1664, he had growing up- 
wards of 70,000 mulberry trees, and claimed the 
reward to which he was entided by the act. Other 
claims of a Uke tenoc wqre presented during the 
session., 

But the benefits to be reaped from these pro- 
jects, even though successful, were remote ;^ and* 
the necessities of the colony were, immediate 
and pressing*, Doubts began to be entertained of 
the good faith of Maryland in observing the ces- 
sution J and they were haunted with apprehensi- 
ons lest, after tying up the indust^ oC the colo- 
nists, by prohibiting the culture of their only sta^ 
pie, the project should be defeated by the avarice 
of a people who would grow rich by their ruin. 

To these grounds of apprehension,. Others were 
added of a nature still spore alarming.^ The king 
in imitation of the absurd prodigality of his father^, 
had granted to some of his fevorites large tracts . 
of land lying within the territory of Virginia, and. 
these grants, owing to a total ignorance of the . 
topography and circum^tonces o^the coujitry, fre- 
quently included the estates of actual s^tkrs, andi 
of sonie of the oldest planters iu the colony^ 

In the midst of their other misfortunes, to be- 
threatened with the loss of property they had re- 
claimed from the wildcnies^, ^d in the improve- 
ment of which the labor of years had been expen- 
ded, excited uneasine'^s and indignation. These 
grants had lain dormant fur a con3idcraI^ time^ 



VIRGINIA- 14S 

tswing to the fears of the king at the policy dt the C^ A^. 
patentees The secret at length found its way ^sJH^a^ 
into Virjginia, and the legislature came to a reso* 1667. 
lution to present a strong remonstrance to the 
king^ against their constitutionality and policy t 
It was prudently determined at the same time, if 
the appeal to the sovereign should be found inef- 
fectual, to attempt the purchase of their right from 
the patentees, provided it could be efifected on any 
reasonable terms. 

The management of those various and impor- 
tant concerns, required the presence of an agent 
or agents on the spot, to watch the fevorable mo- 
moits of access to the levees of courtiers, and to 
be at hand to explain any doubtful part, or re- 
move any cavil or objection in the discussion. 
A conunittee was appointed to treat with the go- 
vernor about the choice of suitable persons for the 
discharge of those arduous duties; and a perfect 
"disposition being found in all parties to co ope- 
rate on these occasions^ Thomas Ludwell, secre- 
tary of state, Francis Morryson, several times 
speaker of assembly, and the govemor*s deputy 
during his late absence in England, and Robert 
Smith, a general of militia> were immediately 
appointed* 

Ik order to create a fund for defrayii^ the char- 
ges of this mission, an extra tax of fifty pounds of 
tobacco for each poll was directed to be raised, 
and it was considered as % melancholy a^ravati- 
cn^ of the public distress, that the very evils of 
which they complained, became tlic causes of 
new burdens and impositions on the people. 

Regul ATtoNs were enacted to prevent the se- 
verity (rf creditors during the existing stagnation 
of commerce and indusory ; and for a farther re- , 
Meiy it was directed that public and county debts, 
lees of office, quitrents, &C4 should be paid for 



/ 
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in the natural commodities rf the cotintry, ae« 
cording to a scale ctf rates established hy the as- 
sembly. / 

I FIND in the acts of die following year tliat eo*- 
lonel John Washington and several others, had 
made locations on the lands assigned to tlie lli^p- 
pahannocks and their allies and brothei^ tlie Nan- 
zaticos, living on the borders of Rapp t'33nnock 
and Lancaster, which were set aside iiiitil those 
Indians should desert the lands in question, a.t 
which time they were allowed to take eilect. 

According to a late biographer, colouel Wash- 
ington had arrived about nine } ears before, from 
the north of Efigland, where he was born; and 
he in all probability a short time after his aiyivtU, 
had taken out a patent for the lands in question* 
There is ground to conjecture that he was a land 
sur\ eyor ; a profession, which from the increase 
of population^ the imperfect knowledge of the 
country, and the conflicting claims of adventurers, 
was doubtless at once profitable and honorable, 
, The merits of colonel Washington must have 
been conspicuous even at this early period of his 
rcfiidence ; since on the records he bears the rank 
of lieutenant colonel of militia. His name also 
appears among the burgesses of this year, and on 
the mostimportant committees. Such is the ori- 
gin of a man, whose name will endure as long as 
the world which he has improved and adorned by 
his virtues.... and to the mind curious in ^cing 
the connection between cause and effect, the idea 
may sujjfgest itself that to this profession, trans- 
mitted to his son, and thence to his grand- son, 
is perhaps owing the capture of a British army 
more than a century after, at York Town. 

Since the .restoration a practice had crept int# 
the parliamentary proceedings of the assembly, 
which if admitted to go into a precedent, mighty 



VIRGINIA. . US 

^produce very dangerous consequences to the, in- .^?.^^» 
dependence of that body. In every imi^ortant 5— ii * 
business that came before the house, it had been I66r. 
usual to evidence at once their attachment ; and 
their confidence in the governor, by soliciting the 
advice and co-operation of one or more of his 
council, in maturing the reports of their com« 
mittees. 

Emboldened by a practice, which had hi- 
therto excited no fears or suspicions, and relying 
perhaps on the general attachment, he proceeded 
a step farther, and signified his pleasure that two 
or more of his council might be permitted to join 
with the house in granting and confirming die 
sum of the public Ievy» 

The word confirming, - which related to exe- 
cutive (iuties, was here artfully coupled with 
granting, which was plainly a right of the legis- 
lature : and a$ the council formed ^ part of the 
executive, the word confirming might be sup- 
posed as intending to designate the sphere of tlieir 
duties, while the assembly would imagine them- 
selves still possessed of the sole power of grants 
ing supplies. But the assembly immediately saw 
through this awkward attempt to destroy the on,- 
ly efficient check they possessed on the execu- 
tive. 

Their language is worth preserving on this 
occasion. They state as their humble answer, 
*' that t^iey conceive it tli|^r privilege to lay the 
levy in the house ; and they will admit nothing 
in reference from the honorable governor and 
council, unless it be before adjudged and con- 
firmed by act or order, and after passing in the 
house, shall be presented to their honors for their 
approbation or dissent." The governor's reply 
to the committee who waited on him with this 

T 
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CHAP, resolutioti, Is too singular to be omitted ^. '' Thii^^^ 
. ^^^- said he " is Willingly assented to, atidtJesired to 
1667. remain on recorti ft)r a ilile to Walk by for the Ri^ 

Sir William ty^e, which Will be satisfactory to all.'^ 
Berkeley. SxJCH was the fate of a project that can scarce* 
!y be reprehended with too much severity. 

However the governor miglit have been de- 
sirous of disguising liis feelings under the smiles 
and language of a courtier, his disappointment 
and moitificatioii at this fit-st Opposition to Ws 
wishes, were deep and poignant. 

In Tact the conduct of the g'ovemor had been 
generous, and even munificent to Virginia; a 
considerable portion of his private fortune having 
been expended in projects for her improvement 
and embellishment* And never was a man bet- 
ter compensated by the gratitude and afS^ctions of 
the people. As some cortipensation for his losses 
during the iievolution, and With the view of ex- 
pressing tiieir deep sense of his virtues and servi- 
ces, the as^mbly had added two hunda^ed pounds 
per annum to his salary, and the value of the do- 
ilation was enhanced by a proviso limiting tl^is 
addition to his death. The people at large sliju:'- 
ed in the respect and veneration of their repre- 
sentatives ; and were wont to regard him as the 
model of every thing that was excellent in princi- 
ples and amiable in manners. His very age con- 
tributed to keep alive their attachment. He had 
grown old amongst t^m, and time qjpeared to 
have taken nothing from the ardor of his mind, 
or the graces of his manner. 

The vice of the governor's mind was haughti- 
ness : a lofty c^inion of his own consequence. 
His opinion of others was directed less by judg- 
ment than by prejudice or caprice : and as he 
/ thought his services above all price and beyond 
all praise, flattery was the shortest road to his fa- 
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vor. His very coii4eacensionha4 2^nwr of haugh- CHAP, 
tiness that repelled the moment it invited ; his ^^^' 
liberality miglit t^ often traced to his pride and ^wT""^ 
ostentation, 

Thes£ defects were dwibtless observed by 
dio^, who wei»e closely conversant with his cha- 
ractet ; but they appeared to be covered by a 
croud of virtues ; and it h»4 been so long the fa* 
shioil to suppose him faultless, that the bare men* 
tion of them would be considered as a cynical 
discontent ; the poison of envy and disaffection. 

Not a single dispute, and scarcely any diier- '^ 
ence of opinion had existed between him and the 
k^alature during the five and twenty years he had 
been in the colony. He succeeded an odious ty- 
ranny, who had plundered and insulted the colo* 
ny; and it was due to his reputation and policy 
to present an entire contrast of a jpan, whose 
name was universally regarded as a reproach., ,. 
This was the secret of his^ boasted urbanity. The 
assembly ^anticipated all his wants : They were 
profuse of their praises and acknowledgments. 
He had no motives for acting with the least im* 
propriety : He was never opposed or even contra- 
dieted. No wonder then diat sir W. Berkeley 
should have been mild and amiable. 

Hxs displeasure at the assembly's dissent to hi^ 
kite proposal, was first disclosed in the discourses^ 
of his fevorites^ who froqj their obsequeous de- 
votion, began about this time to be called the 
court party^ This description of men, who are 
always to be found basking in the warmth of va- 
nity and power, and whose influence becomes 
stronger in proportion to the weakness and infir- 
jnities of their patron, had formed a sort of life 
guard about the aged governor, and in the midst 
of the most unequivocal proofs of public attach, 
ment, were continually complauiing of the un- * 
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CHAP, grateful and disobliging spirit to so great and good 
^^^' a governor. On this occasion ihey mentioned 
1667. with affected sorrow the governor's uneasiness at 

the unseasonable jealousy of the legislature mani- 
fested in their late opposition. 

Some expressions too said to have been used 
by the governor, of a nature personally disrespect- 
ful to several influential members were reported, 
which laid the seeds of those violent animosities 
that afterwards produced so much mischief to the 
colony. 

The house of burgesses, which notwithstand- 
-^ ing the visible change in his temper and capacity, 
really respected the governor, at the close of the 
session presented an address calculated to soothe 
any irritation by its warm and affectionate lan- 
guage. A gracious answer was returned : But 
the sting of wounded vanity remained, and those 
professions were considered as mere emollient?^ 
Avhich mitigated the pain, but could not remove 
the seat of the disease. 

Several acts of a nature interesting to the ci- 
vilian, and some not beneath the notice of histo- 
ry, were passed during this session. To silence 
the fears of the masters, and (as the preamble 
states) to induce them more carefully to propagate 
Christianity among their slaves, it was enacted ^ 
that baptism *' did not exempt them from bon- 
dage." 

An act for buijding forts in the principal ri- 
vers, passed after considerable oppositioji. This 
measure was in obedience to the king's recom- 
mendation, and was intended as a permanent se- 
curity against invasion, and a means of giving ef- 
fect to the act in favor of towns, by compelling 
the ships to deliver their cargoes at certain places, 
and to prevent contraband trade, by muking thcni 
ride under their guns. 
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BiTT the circumstances of the colony did not CHAP, 
pemiit them to launch out into an cxpence equal '^^* 



to an object, the advantages of which appeared loer. 
to them at best but remote and doubtful. 

An invasion* by the Dutch during this year, 
and the surprizal of several ships in* James river, 
enabled the governor at length to carry this point, 
Avhich was productive of such mischief and con- 
fusion, against tlie sense, and circumstances of 
the colony. 

In order to divert the minds of the people from 
their present distresses, the governor planned an 
expedition of discovery among the Indians. The 
notice of this event is preserved by Beverley alone, 
and is given in his words. The records arc en- 
tirely silent on the subject. 

** For this end he employed a small company 
of about fourteen English, and as Bttany Indiajis, 
under the command of captain Henry Batt, to go ^ 
upon such an adventure. They set out together 
from Appamattox, and in seven days march reach- 
ed the foot of the mountains. The mountains 
they first arrived at, were not extraordinar}' high 
or steep ; but, after they had passed the first ridge, 
they encountered others, that seemed to rei\ch 
the clouds, and were so perpendicular and full of 
precipices, that some times in a nhoie day's 
march, they could not march three miles in a di- 
rect line. In other places they found large Uivvl 
plains, and fine Savanna's, three or four miles 
wide, in which were an infinite quantity of tur- 
kies, deer, elks, and buffaloes, so gentle and un- 
disturbed, that they had no fear at ihe appearance 

* About tliis time they sustained some damaj^e by the 
Dutch war; for which reason they ordered the forts to be 
rebuilt of brick, 

Beverkijy fi. 52. 
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CHAP, of the men : But would suffer them to come a|* 
^^^' most within reach of their hands. There they 
1667. also found grapes so prodigiously large, that they 

seemed more like, buUaee than grapes. When 
they traversed these mountains, they came to a 
line level country again, and came to a rivulet 
that descended backwards, Down that streams 
they travelled several days, till they came to 
old fields and cabbins,* wliere the; Indians had 
lately been ; but were supposed to have fled at 
the approach of Batt and his company. Howe- 
ver the captain followed the old rule of leaving 
some toys in their cabbins, for them to find at 
their return, by which t4iey might know they were 
friends. ^ N^ar to these cabbins were great marsh- 
es ; where the Indians which captain Batt had 
with him, made a halt, and would positively pro- 
ceed no farther. They said, that not far pfffromf 
that place lived a nation of Indians, that made 
salt, and sold it to their neighbors. That this 
Was a great , and powerful people, which never suf- 
fered any strangers to return, tl>at liad once dis* 
covered their towns. Captain Batt used all the- 
arguments he could to get them forward, but in, 
vain. And so, to please those timorous Indians, 
the hopes of this discovery were frustrated, and 
the detachment was forced to return. In this 
journey it is supposed that Batt never crossed the 
great ridge of mountains, but kept up under ijtto, 
the southward. For of late years the Indian, tra^ 
ders have discovered, on this side the mountains, 
about five hundred miles to the southward, a ri- 
ver they call Oukfuskie, full of broad sunken 
, grounds and marshes, but falling into the bay or 
great gulf between Cape Florida and the mouth 
of the Missisippi, which I suppose to be the river 
where Batt saw the Indian cabbins and marshes,, 
but is gone to from Virginia without ever piercings 
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the high mountains, and only encountering the CHAP. 
point of an elbow, which they make a litde to the . ^^^' ■ 
southward of Virginia. 1 667 . 

" Upon captain Batt^s report to sir William Sir William 
Berkeley, he resolved to make a journey himself; Berkeley, 
that so there might be no hindrance for ^rant of 
sufficient authority, as had been in the aforesaid 
expedition. To this end he concerted' matters 
for it, and had pitched upon his deputy, gover- 
nor. The>ssembly also made an act to encou- 
rage it. But all these preparations came to no- 
thing, by the confusion which happened there 
soon after by Bacon's rebellion. And since that, 
there has never been any such discovery attempt- 
ed from Virginia, when governor Spotswood 
found a passage over the great ridge of mountains, 
and went over them himself." 

But the public discontents were too deeply seat- ^^74. • 
to be appeased by any partial and temporar}'^ ex- 
pedients. Partid insurrections broke out in se- 
veral counties at the same time. These were 
manifestly without any concert, and they were 
palpably deficient in every thing relating to sys- 
tem and arrangement. They were animated by 
the zeal and t.lents of no distinguished character; 
but they bespoke the extent and virulence of the 
public disaffection. 

This state of things, added to the great age of 
the governor, possibly induced the court of Eng- 
land to send over sir H. Chicherly as lieutenant- 
governor and general of the colony of Virginia. 
His commission is dated this year, and he ap- 
pears in the early part of the following on the the- 
atre of Virginia. In the same year, a new com- 
mission, with ample powers, was made out for the • 
agents of the colony in England, and from this 
moment a regular treaty \vas carried on between 
the king and patentees for the purchase and reco- 
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CIIAP. very of the grants ; and for the more interesting 
^^^' , purpose of procuring a more perfect charter and 
1674. constitution for Virginia. 

The discussion of those important concerns 
is preserved in the correspondence of the agents ; 
and it is impossible to read it without feeling sur- 
prize at the sagacity and vigor of these untaught 
ambassadors. Their perusal would instantly dis- 
sipate the imputatiors against the patriotism of 
Virginia, and establish beyond all question her 
unceasing attachment to liberty, and her correct 
and manly notions of independence. Great in- 
deed must have been the union of truth and ta^ 
lents, which could have extorted from a court and 
king so hostile to liberty, the acknowledgment of 
the justice of those claims. 

We are informed by Beverley, and indeed it 
appears on the face of the state records, that a 
charter was made out agreeable to the wishes of 
the agents and the colony : But that owing to 
some sudden jealousies it was stopt in the hamper 
office, from XA'hence no solicitations could alter 
procure its release. The rebellion which imme- 
diately succeeded, by seeming to confirm their 
jealousies, determined the court to violate all their 
engagements, by cancelling this instrument, and 
that insecure and partial charter was substituted^ 
which left the privileges of the colony in a great 
measure at the mercy of the crown, and gave oc* 
casion afterwards to those stniggles between the 
people and their governors, which disturbed the 
, public repose, and finally produced such eventful 
consequences to America and the world. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Circumstances of colony about this time — Incursi- CHAP. 
ons of the Indians — Made the pretext for the re^ ^' 
betlion-^Real causes of this e^ent-^Insurgents 
make choice of Nathaniel Bacon as thdr general 
— He marches against Indians — Governor pur^ 
sues him to the falls of James River — Is forced 
to return by report of a new insurrection in the 
lower countlesy under Ingram and Walklate — Is 
compelled to dismantle the forts y and dissolve the 
assembly which voted Jor their erection — Bacon 
returns victorious from his Indian expedition — 
Proceeds with a few followers to James-Town — 
Is taken by captain Gardiner^ and sent prisoner 
to the governor^ who restores him to freedom^ and 
admits him to his seat in council — Bacon steals 
privately out of town and joins his associates — 
Inflames them by an harangue and leads them 
to James Town — Surrounds the assembly — Pro^ 
cures the commission of general ; and letters to the 
king, justifying his conduct — Marches against 
Indians — Governor's disgust and mortification--^ 
He dissolves the assembly — Proclaims Bacon and 
his followers rebels — Gloster petitions — He rais^ 
es in that county the royal standard ; but being 
close pressed retires to Jccomac — Surprises the 
rebel navy under Bland and Carver, and with 
600 volunteers returns and takes James-Town — 
Bacon again returns from his Indian expedition 



CH APJ and besieges thegenemor in the island'^The gcar^ 
JXi-^ ruon makes a satty^ but is beaten back by Ba* 
con-^Gaoemor with his /oiiawers goes an board 
hisjleet — Bacon enters the urivn and sets fire to 
it — CaUs a convention at middle plantation-^His 
death and character^ 



CHAPTER IV- 



THE several causes of discontent long nou- CHAP, 
rished in secret, or manifesting themselves in ^^' 
partial riots and insurrections, were now fully ma 1 675 
tured, *and the slightest incident was sufficient to Circumsian 
precipitate them into rebellion^ The colony had ^** ®^ ^^^^ 
now rcaohied that crisis in the political malady, ^^ ^"^' 
when, ^1 ranks aud classes* are equally affected 
with the public grievances and oppressions, and 
impatiently longed for an occasion, by one great 
and violent effort, to burst their chains and as- 
sert their independence^.*.. In this state of exas- 
peration, a pretext could not long be wanting, 
and it seemed matter of inferior consideration, 
whether the occasion was in itself great and im- 
portant : The ingenuity of self love could easi- 
ly wrest the most unlikely incidents to its favor, 
leaving to fortune and courage the task afterwards 
to ennoble and exalt them. 

Since the death of Opecl^ncanoHgh, the In- 
dians deprived of the benefits of a federative con- 
cert, had made but few attempts to disturb the 
tranquility of the colony. Several of the tribes 
bad retired westward, and those which remained, 
'educed in their numbers and wanting concert, 
lingered on the frontiers, and exchanged their 
superflous productions at stated marts with their 
former enemies. A long peace, added to a de- 
portment almost invariably pacific, had in a great 
measure relaxed the vigilance of thq ©dgnists ; 
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CHAP, and the Indians were admitted to a free inter- 
^^' course with the people of all the counties. It was 
a 675. scarcely to be expected that during an intercourse 

so irregular and extensive, no grounds of unea- 
siness should exist. Several thefehad been com- 
mitted on the tobacco, com, and other property 
of the colonists, and the friendly Indians were 
formally charged with having committed the fe- 
lonies. The accusation was heard with the ut- 
most coolness and indifference. They stated that 
the Tusearoras* and other foreign tri^tes who Avera 
invited to trade with Virginia, on their return 
from Mahadoes, trusting to the g^netdl liescm- 
Wince, had made use of their name to insinuate 
themselves amot^ the cokttiists, and wiei^the ac- 
tual perpetrators of die excesses whidi had btt!ti 
complained of. 

This representation appeared to have ^veti full 
satisfoction, and regulations were adopted by the 
assembly fordisdnguishingthe peaceful tribes by 
badges, aiKi for confining to •proper marts dn the 
-fitmticrs, die trade with the roving Ihdiai*j. 

But the English having taken Monads, f they 
were desirous of monopolising the whole of this 
trade, and forgetting as well their duties as Eng- 
lishmen as die principles of honesty, they labor^ 
to infuse into the minds of the Indians, jealousies 
and suspicions of the people of Virginia, mpre- 
senting them as pirates and outlaws, and [larticu- 
larly as enemies to the whole Indian race, whom 
diey wanted nothing but power wholly to destroy 
and exterminate. 



♦ In captain Smith's time known by the name of Mana- 
kins and M anahoacs. 

t Indian name for the idatid whereon New-York stands. 
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These rcpreseritdtions dften repeated and en- 
forced by tlial seeming indiflercnee, which ava- 

rice knows so well how to assume, had at length i^rs.- 
the desired eflfect. The Indians at the head of the ^"^'^" **"• 
bay of Chesapeake, and the tribes farther to the ^^^^""^^ 
south, in their journey by the frontiers of Vir^- 
nia, made stidden and furious inroads, and their 
route was generally Inarked by devastation and 
blood. It was suspected at this time, that the 
neighboring Indians had secretly instigated these 
new invaders, and it was apprehended that a new 
and mori^ extensive conspiracy of this people was 
on the point of exploding. According^ to the trea- 
ty of 1645, the Indians of Virginia were bound 
to aid the colonists offensively and defensively, 
yet they had neither apprized them of their onset 
nor had endeavored to cut off their retreat. 

At any other tijiue, or in any other state of cir- 
cumstances, this presumption would have been 
too weak to warrant any other measures beside . 
an increase of vigilance and a more regular po- 
lice ; biit in the present fever of mens' minds, it 
tsms thought sufficient to justSiy the most ungo- 
yemaWe indignation, and sanction the most iUe- 
gai excesses. 

The olifortunate issue of the English revoluti- 
an, as well as their long established habits of loy-. 
alty, deterred the people of Virginia from meet- 
ing the representative of their sovereign in open 
aiid unmasked rebellion ; and an occasion was now 
greedily laid hold of, when undercolor of liberty 
and the imposing plea of self preb«rvation, they 
couidgive utteraiice and effect to their resentments. 

As if to favor the present wishes of the people, Mack the 
accounts arrived of fresh acts of violence commit. P^^^^^xt for 
ted by the Indians, attended % feliSh circumstan- ^^'^*="»^"- 
ces of wanton, unprdvoked, and unnecessary cru- 
elty, as spread into a Maze the long smothered 
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CHAP, fire of discontent.,...Thc people immediately flew 
^gs^=sssa ^ ^^T'^j ^™1 although no previous concert or cot* 
1675. respomlence had taken place, the popular move- 

ment was rapid, general, and consentaneous. 
From this moment all scruples and reserve wci^ 
laid aside. Feeling their power in the union of 
enthusiasm and numbers, they repeated to each 
other the afflicting catalogue of their miseries and 
oppressions : At every recital, indignation would 
Sbdd somencw item to the account ; until at length 
the daring spirit of popular invective, v^t aiKl 
undefined in its, scope and [MX)jects, and disdain- 
ing th6 cheTck of calculations and consequences, 
by constantly brooding over the several subjects 
of grievitoce, exhibited a picture of public distress 
and governmental tyranny, sufficient to harrow 
up every soul with hori:or, or cnflamc it with in*, 
dignation. 

Before: a movement like this, the voice of the 

law* was too feeble to be heard, and the energies 

of government were paralized. The magistrates 

and influential charapters, whose duty it was to 

clieck in its embrio state the progress of insurrec^ 

lion, either directed its tpnrent ©r were hurried 

violently on in its course : Nor did the evil stop 

here : the executive and legislative branches ma- 

jiifested decided symptoms of the general Qonta- 

gion, and the cancer of division was eatij^gi^.way 

into the life and soul of the government.. 

Insurants AFTER tlie first burst of passion had iirad^ 

choose Na- way for reflection, the people looked round for a 

thanici Ba- igjj^gj. g^flg^jgj^tly ^QJJ3pJ^^p^g^ f^ talents and in - 

con,gencra fl^^^^^^^ ^^ sanction and direct theii; proceedings, 

and their eyes were almost immediately directed 

towards a person every way suited to their pur?. 

J)ose. Nathaniel B^coo, a youth of engaging 

manners, and of a countenance and figure the most 

engaging and prepossessing, had improved fine 
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iCidtuitd ports by the diaciplihe of a classical edu- CHAP, 
caticm in England. After having laidin a com- bbb ' 
petent stock of general learning, he had civcn a ^^75, 
professional direction to his mind, by passmg tlie 
necessary number of terms at the inns of courts, 
and he arrived in Virginia with the reputation of 
commanding talents and considerable legal erii* 
dition....In a country, where there were no col- 
leges and scarcely a school where the first elements 
<rf language could be acquired ; where there were 
no lawyers, and scarcely any knowledge of the 
science of jurisprudence, it will be easily ima- 
gined in what respect and estimation acquire- 
ments like those of mr. Bacon would be regard- 
ed. After a short probation he was admitted to 
a seat in the council, and at the period we are now 
describing, he was second to no one in tlie colo- 
ny in figure and estimation. 

Attracted cither by curiosity or led by the ', 
public sympathy, which at this time appeared to 
be general, he had mixed in the croud: But 
whatever might have been his objwt, he for some 
time cautiously preserved that guarded silence 
and reserve befitting his character and situation. 
Possibly he was desirous of ascertaining what re- 
liance might be placed on the constancy of the 
people before he declared himself. But die mo- 
ment the attention of the multitude became dcf*- 
cidedly fixed on him and he was with loud shouts 
proclaimed their leader, his reserve vanished:... 
The suggestions of cautious policy were drown- 
ed in the shouts of the j^eople, or lost in the eclat 
of being regarded as one of the asserters of hunum 
rights and a leader of the armies of fi-eedom. 

It has been suggested that liis motives^ were 
of a less enlai^d and disinterested nature. But 

* Sec Beverley. 



160 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, these charges could have been i^ade only by nj^n 
I ■ unacquainted with the circumstances ojfVirgiSs. 
1675. For any purposes of ^^rtune or adyancemenjt, ^- 

C(Mi could not be benefited by a civij War. He 
might lose much, but could not possibly add to 
his power and consideration. We must nottheii 
r^qard him as the desperate adventurer, a bankrupt 
in fortune and.reputation: But a youth amiable 
and popular; of bright hopes and shining talents, 
^nd already advanced to the first offices in the go- 
verHment. He might have mistaken the true in- 
terest of his countT)'. He may perhaps incur the 
cliai^ge of rashness and indiscretion : But it is not 
possible, with a full knowledge of all the circum- 
srances, to doubt either his honesty or sincerity. 
The first care of mr. Bacon j after he had con- 
sented to accept the command thus unanimously 
conferred on him, was to confirm the tumultuous' 
spirits of his followers, and with this view I>e ad- 
* di^ssed them in a speech of considerable length, 
and full of that bold and vehement spirit, which 
spreads like a tire in popular assemblies. He 
took a wide and detailed view of the grievances 
of Virginia since the restoration. The several 
acts of parliament for restricting the commerce of 
Virguiia, he represented as regulations the most 
severe, arbitrary, and unconstitutional; an un- 
gracious and ungrateful return for her gallant and 
perilous loyalty.* He touched on the enormous 



* The report of this harangue although perhaps it con- 
tain not a sinijle sentence constructed as it was pronounced ^ 
by Bacon, and possibly too may differ widely from its order 
and an anjj:ement, is precise and accurate, so far as it details 
the trije grounds of uneasiness, and a reference will be found 
for every material allegation. I would not impose it on the 
public as a report of a speech which has been preserved ; but 
of facts all of which are wcirauthenticated, and which were 
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and illegal grants of the territory of Virginia by 
tlie king to his fevorites, and the excessive taxes* 
with which the people were loaded, in order to 1675, 
purchase the release and restoration of the terri- 
tory. But these itnpositions were not sufficient. 
A jaumber of fortsf which every day*s experience 
prdved ta be useless and inadequate, must he 
maintained in obedience to the king^s instructi- 
ons, and the wretched and oppressed people com- 
pelled to furnish means for feeding so many nur- 
series of military despotism. 

The political condition of the colony, as being 
the strongest point, furnished a copious theme, fof 
declamation. There was a time he said when 
every adventurer was a freeman ; J and the assem- 
blies; daringly just to their constituents, scrupled 
not to contend with majesty itself in defence of 
tlieir chartered and natural rights : But how me- 
lancholy and mortifying was the contrast, tvhich 
Vir^nia at this time afforded. An unnatural dis- 
tinction was attempted to be drawn by pride and op- 
preasion bet\veen the freemen andfreeholders of the 
eountry ; and the former, who formed ia large and 
respectable class, were dieated with the name and 



certainly the grounds of the harangue.' The disappoint-, 
mcnt of the Virginians at the ungracious return for thcit* * 
supposed loyalty, had manifested itself on various occasions, 
and encfeased with every new restriction on their trade....« 
It had been iflstrumental in producing the conspiracy in 
1663, and the partial insurrection of ?674, It produced a 
remonstrance of the grand assennbly. It is farther proved 
by the petition of the people of Accomac to sir W* Berke- 
ley, and by the letters of Giles filand^ and the king's com* 
missioners. 

See Appendix. 
* Reverley — Ancient records, t Beverley. 

\ See first chartCTs and the general usage. 
W 
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CHAP, shadow gf liberty, while the latter bore away whate^ 

^s^s=^ ^^ ^^^ remained from the wreck of better Azyn 

1675. and ampler privileges. But in this resped: he 

stated there was little room fior envy ; the pitiful 

renvpsmt was not worth a contest^.they were all 

slaves. .'.the public oppression bore equally hard 

on all, with this exception, that as the tax^ vftx^ 

. paid by poll,* the poor paid as much as die rich. 

Another evidence of the want of judgment and 

honesty in the assessors* 

Thus added he, the right of suffrage, which 
was coeval with the existence of the colony, which 
had lived through the arbitrary reign of James, 
and with a short interruption, through tliat of the 
&st Charles ; which was again revived during the 
commonwealth, and was considered too sacred 
to be, touched evqa by the impure hands <rf the 
Protector, v/as sacrilegiously stcden during a sea- 
son of peace and security. 

From these topics, Bacon passed to the more 
immediate and ostensible causes of their meeting : 
The invasionf of the Indians and the unaccounta- 
bk neglect or imbecility of government, during 
a crisis so pregnant with periL No measures had 
been adopted for the public defence. The late 
disbanding of the militia raised for this purpose 
.under sir H. Chicherley,} and the present. refu- 
sal of the govemcM* to grant a new commission, he 
ascribed solely to a desperate resolution to conti- 
nue the present grievous oppressions,'even though 
his object could not be efiected but by the utter 
ruin and extermination of the people.. ..He con- 



• The constant practice during the existence of colony, 
t See the historical letters in Appendix. 
I Ancient records. 
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duded by declaring his resolution never to lay 

down his arms vintil these grievances were re- 

dress^, and the security of the people was estab- \^7S. 
lished ; and he denianded from his hearers a so- 
lemn assurance^ of their support and fidelity* 

This speech was received with loud shouts^ 
and having solen^nly pledged themselves never to 
desert their leader, preraraticms immediately com- 
menced for an expedition against the Indians. 
Meanwhile a declarationf w^ published with the 
signature of Bacon, setting forth at large the va- 
rious grounds of public discontent, and the mo- 
tives of the present risings That nothing might 
appear wanting to the justice of their cause. Ba- 
con dispatched a messenger to the governor, stat- 
ing all the material circumstances of the insurrec- 
tion, and acquainting him with hrs own appoint- 
ment, and conjuring him to gratify the Miishes of 
the people, who in their present temper were not 
to be restrained by any motives of loyalty or at- 
tachment. 

The reputation of Bacon was so high,^ that the 
.governor did not think it prudent to send a direct 
refusal to this message. He pretended he could 
not decide on a matter so unusual and important, 
without the advice of his council ; a meeting of 
which he promised immediately to summon, and 
to forward the result with all possible dispatch to 
mr. Bacon. He concluded a letter full of polite 
and complimentary expressions, by artfully hint- 
ing at the alarming tendency of the present mea- 
sures, and how much the fortune and character 
of nu". Bacon would be influenced by the issue of 
this dispute, t 



* Ancient records. Ibidem, 

• I Ibidem, . 
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1675. 
April 20. 



fiovernor 
proclaims 
Bacon and 
his follow- 
^ra rebels. 



Pursues 
them to the 
falls of 
James livcr 



But this veil was too thin to impose on Bacon, 
and his preparations being now completed, he 
proceeded with a choice body of near 600 men, 
to take vengeance on these hostile tribes, whose 
depredations and barbarities had lighted up the 
public vengeance and indignatiion.* Still he w^s 
desirous of covering his views by a shew of de- 
ference and sut)n[iissiontpthe constituted authority, 
and pretending to consider the answer of the go- 
vernor as a promise of the commission, he dis- 
patfehed several messengers to James- Town, to 
hasten what he affected to think so essential to the 
security of the colony, and to his own justifica- 
tion.f 

But the proud spirit of the ancient cavaUer, 
was at length roused, and he disdained to tem- 
f)orise any longet* with rebels and traitors. In- 
stead of the commission, which wbs presumptu- 
ously dcnianded, he issued a proclamation com- 
manding Bacon and his party immediately to dis- 
perse, on pain of being punished as mutineers 
^nd traitors. He did not stop here. He knew 
that the authority of government had lost that re- 
verence and respect which during a season of tran- 
quility were sufficient to sustain it without mili- 
tary aid, and having collected all ihe rich land 
proprietors, and such as yet remained free from 
the contagion of revolt, he pursued the insurgents. f 
He had scarcely reached the fells of James river, 
when jntelHgenpe reached him of a new and more 
formidable rising in the neighborhood of James- 
City ; and seeing ho prospect of attaining his object, 
and his followers being xvorn down by the fatigues 
of a long and rapid march ; after a short consultati- 



^ j\ndent recoids. 



I Ibidem^ 
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m, he feced about, and proceeded with the ut- ^^^^' 
nost dispatch to the defence of the capital.* 



His. arrival at James- City disclosed to him ^^^a^ 
:learly the extent and views of the rebellion. Dur- 
ng his absence the inhabitants of tlie lower and 
central counties had risen under the conduct of 
[ngram and Walklate, and were actually exercis- 
ng the duties and powers of government. What- 
ever w^as dictated by these leadfcrs, had immedi- 
ately tlie force of law; and he found his authori- 
ty of thirty years standing, and which he suppos- 
cd built on the most durable of all foundations, 
the aflfections of the people, overturned in a mo- 
ment, or reduced to a shadow,* by q^ sudden and 
unlocked for revolution of public opinion. 

The several grounds of complaint which had 
been set forth in Bacon's declaration, were urg- 
ed anew by these leaders, and they demanded 
the immediate dissolution of the assembly, whicli 
had been base enough to countenance such pro- 
ceedings as the first step towards restoring peaoc 
and tranquility.f 

In this emergence the haughty spirit of the go- 
vernor was compelled to stoop to concession. 
Resistance would have been not merely useless : 
It would have probably involved in his owu ruin 
that of the government and the colony . He there- 
fore resolved to make a merit of necessity, and at 
this late period, agree to do that, which if it had 
been done in the commencement of the dispute, 
had stopt the growlh and progress of discontent. 
The forts were immediately ordered to be dis- 
mantled, the old assembly was dissolved, and writs 
were immediately issued for a new election 4 



* It was almost entirely deserted. 
4 Ancient reoords. ^ Ibidem* 
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CHAP. It is a curious circumstance in the history of 

.^.Y:_ revolutions, that every concession after the pub- 

1675. lie discontents have reached a certain stage, serves, 

but to stimulate and ^iflame it : And this dispo- 
sidcm, which by nu-. Hume is represented as an 
e\ idence of the ingratitude and depravity of the 
people, is in fact the natural result of the powers 
and faculty of the mind. Littie is sufficient for 
the support and sustenance of man, and he is 
content with the scanty allowance, which his lot 
affords him : But give him a taste of better fere, 
and convince him that he has a natural and equi- 
table right to a free participation in all the rich 
.and varied bounties of nature, and if he have but 
an assurance of support he will b^ bold in assert- 
ing his right to the whole of his privileges. 

The electi(m terminated as was naturally to bt 
expected, in the triumph of the malcontents ; and 
to complete the miortification of the governor. Ba- 
con, and Brewse, a character equally obnoxious, 
Were returaed members for Henrico county.* 

Meanwhij-e Bacon had fallen by surprise on 
some of the towns and settlements of the suspect- 
, ed Indians, and made a considerable number of 
captives. He was returning slowlyf in a sort of 
triumphal procession with his Indian captives in 
the centre, when intelligence reached him of the 
late revolution, and he immediately formed the 
resolution of proceeding to James- Town, attend- 
ed only by a few followers, in order tQ procure 
the reversal of his attainder. The eclat of his 
Indian victqiies, added to the present formida- 
ble juncture oi affairs,^ would, he doubted not, 
dispone the governor to moderation, and hav- 
ing embai ked forty of his soldiers well armed in 
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u sloop, he left his army and ssdled down the ri- 
ver.* 

This measure does not seem to have been 1675. 
ad(^ted or executed with his usual prudence and 
good fortune. The river was at this time full of 
Englid^ shipSi whose commanders had taken an 
active part in support of the government, and one 
of these ships, commanded by captain Gardiner, 
was cruising to intercept him. As soon as the 
sloop hove in sight, Gardiner made all sail to cut 
her off from the land, and notwithstanding all the 
exertions made by Bacon's followers, and he him- 
self had got on board a boat, he was overtaken 
and sent by Gardiner a prisoner to James-Town.f 

Fortunately for Bacon, the report of his 
Indian victory had gone before him, painted 
with her usual blazon by fame, and exa^erated 
by the partial descriptions of the disaflfected. The 
occasion seemed fevorable to the governor to con- 
ciliate, by an act of clemency, the dispositions 
of the people^ and to bind his enemy to him by 
kindnesss and good offices. Sir W. Berkeley ap- 
pears notwithstanding his reputation, to have been 
Uttle acquainted with tlie heart of man, aud the 
subtle casuistry of the passions. The act of at- 
tainder was immediately reversed, and Bacon, 
having giveiji his parole, was admitted to his seat 
in the council of Virginia. J 

DuRiNC the time these events were passing, 
there prevailed a^report that Bacon's parole was gi- 
ven under a solemn1[ assurance from the governor, 
that his commission would be made out in a few 
days. It is the duty of history to admit that this 



* Ancient records. t Ifddem. 

% Ididem, % Ibidem. 
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report was positively contradicted by sir Wiiiiairt 
Berkeley and his party, and on a full view of all 
the circumstances,* I can find nothing brought 
forward on either side to substantiate their asser- 
tions. 

It is certainly much easier to suppose that Ba- 
con should countenance such a report; which jus- 
tjifies the bi^ach of his engagement, than that sir 
W; Berkeley^ whose nice principles of honor had 
ever been without reproach, should with scarcely 
any motive have advanced a direct falsehood. 
Such a promise had moreover beeh inconsistent 
w ith the character of his mind and the invariable 
* tenor of liis administration. Scarcely ever even ia 
the greatest difficulties did his haughty spirit stoop 
to any thing like accommodation or compromise. 
1676^ Bacon having joined his army, acquaints them 

with the duplicity of the governor and his invari- 
able obstinacy in refusing that redress, which was 
due tb their courage and sufferings. . At the same 
time he artfully mentioiiied his own distresses and 
dangers, dangers which he had encoilntered for his 
attachment to their cause. He did not speak thus, 
he said> to enhance the value of his services : The 
sacrifice he had made of rank and affluence^ and 
his own personal sufferings, being in his estima- 
tion light; when compared with the public griev- 
ances and oppressions.! 

The impatience of the people with difficulty 
waited for the conclusion of this address. They 
demanded to be immediately led to James-Towii, 
promising that they would compel by force that 
justice which had so long been denied to their just 
petitions and remonstrance.lT 
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Bacon had too much judgment to permit their C" AP, 
ardor to cool by delay, tie immediately broke ^^ ' 
up his camp, and ha\ing marched all night, he i^^e. 
surprised James Town early the next day, and 
having drawn up his troops before the state-house 
whilst the assembly was sitting, he urged to that 
body, a majority of whom he knew to be well af- 
fected to his cause, the necessity of an immediate 
decision on a point at once so essential to the pub- 
lic safety, and the security of government** 

The governor received the account of this vi- 
olence with feelings of the strongest indignation, 
and when the committee of burgesses waited on 
him with an earnest request from that body that he 
would be pleased to put an end to the public dis- 
orders, by acceding to the wishes of the people, 
he for a long time peremptorifyf refused to lend 
his name to give what he considered a sanction 
and authority to rebellion.^ 

But the importunities of the assembly being 
atkngth backed by the advice of his council, and 
seeing no prospect of appeasing the public agita- 
tion, he reluctantly consented to sign the act of 
indemnity ; and a commission of general for Ba- 
con, which with several other papers had been 
drafted by the assembly. 1[ 

Ample as were the powers contained in these 
instruments, the friends of Bacon, who were a 
decided majority in the house, did not think them 
sufficient, arid as if to consummate the humilia- 
tion of the govertior, they procured his signature 
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Bissolves 
asstmbly. 



to a letter to the king, signed by themselves and 
, the council, warmly approving Ac conduct of 
Bacon, and recommending him to his majesty as 
a gentleman, whose zeal, talents, and activity, 
had been eminently exerted for the good of the 
colony.* 

Bacon having thus fully succeeded in this fa- 
vorite object, marched out of town at the head of 
his soldiers, and directed his' route towards the 
frontiers. 

Sir Wm. Berkeley lowered in his own esti- 
mation by the gross violence, which had been 
oiFered to his person and dignity, resolved to re- 
tire from James- Town, having ipreviously dis- 
solved! the assembly, which had been accessary 
to his disgrace and humiliation. His reasons for 
this measure appear tg be just and substantial. 
Pe knew that a majority of the members were 
disaifccted to his government, and he apprehend- 
ed that they would proceed regularly to a thorough 
investigation of the whole catalogue of grievances, 
and that he should be again importuned to give 
his sanction to measures the most obnoxious to 
his feelings and principles, or by his refusal en- 
crease the public agitation. J 

He would have immediately disavowed the late 
proceedings as being extorted from him by vio- 
lence, contrary to the dictates of his judgment, 
and his sense of his own dignity. But there ap- 
peared as yet no place sufficiently free from the 
contagion of rebellion, whereon to place the stan- 
dard of legal authority. 
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He was relieved from this perplexity by a peti- 

tion from the loyal inhabitants of Glostcr county, 

praying that he would honor them by fixing his i^re 
residence amongst them, during the existence 
of the present unhappy disputes, and promising 
to defend him at the hazard of their lives and for- 
tunes.* 

Ij^imepiately on the receipt of this petition, 
the governor issued a proclamation declaring Ba» 
con a rebel, and commanding his followers to de- 
liver him up^ and disperse themselves peacea- 
bly, on pain of being punished as traitors. After 
this he raised the loyal standard in Gloster county, 
and called on the fnends of order and ^ood go- 
vernment to rally round him.f 

Bacqn having received immediate intelligence 
of this movement by the m^ans of Lawrence and 
Drummond, two popular persons, wheeled about 
and proceeded by forced marches to attack the 
governor, before he could be reinforced. But 
the loyal inhabitants had been disarmed by Ba- 
con at the commencement of these disputes, and 
sir W, Berkeley unwilling to expose the gene- 
rous enthusiasm of his friends to certain destruc-' 
tion, withdrewhimselfprivately with afewfriends, 
on whom he could rely, and took refuge at Ac- 
eomacj 

Rag ON had not gained the object of his un-' 
ceasing solicitude, and he did not think of pur- 
suing the governor, Accomac, although subject 
to the government of Virginia, was nominally a 
distinct t;erritory. He was now n\ possession of 
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QHAP. the ^at oi government, and by his cominission 
^^J^«_ of general, as well as the affecticwis of the people, 
J 67 6. he coulil command the whole resources of the 

country. 
Bacon calls Under pretence that sir W. Berkeley had ab- 
a conventi- ^icateji his government by withdrawing tp this 
®^ place, he caSed a convention of the most influen- 

tial characters fr(Hn all parts of the colony, in or- 
der that he might appear to give tlie sanction of 
the people to whatever measures he should in fu- 
ture be compelled by circumstances to adopt. 
Augusts. This convention, which met at Middle Plan- 
tation, and determined that by the abdication of 
sir W, Berkeley, the government was vacant, 
and that according to the invariable usage oi the 
jj . . country, the council or the people might supply 
otthTsbody ^^^ vacancy, until the king's pleasure could be 
known. In conformity with this opinion, Bacon 
immediately summoned an assembly by writs, 
signed by himself and four other members of the 
x:ouncil.* 

It is curious to observe the^ close resemblance 
between the opinion of thjs convention and that 
delivered in England twelve years after, by a bo- 
dy stiling themselves a convention of the English 
people. It is worth while observing too, both 
conventions were composed almost exclusively 
of the adherents of tlie dominant party, and the 
same labored casuistry appears in the arguments 
of each, to reconcile their proceedings with the 
spirit of their respective constitutions ; as if a na- 
tion owes any apology for the resumption of the 
powers it has delegated, and which have been fla- 
grantly abused. The insurrection, as well as the 
tyranny which it excites, are alike infractions of a ' 
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oonstitution, JKid from tlie moment Uiat either of CfJ\P. 
the parties in the contract has transgre$i>ed its le- ^^ 
gal limits, the instrument becon;ies a mere nulli- I67(j. 
ty, and loses that reverence ^d respect which 
sJK)uld preserve it against the silent arts of cor- 
ruptio^, or the mad excesses of a mob. instead 
then of attempting to noeasuring dicir conduct by 
a standard which has been destroyed, nations 
^K)ud search for models in reason and nature, 
leaving to schoolmen and sophists the tiisk of con» 
cealing truth under the jargon of an obscure and 
unintelligible logic. 

In addition to this opinion, so essential to the 
views and the justificadon of Bacon, a string of 
resolutions was adopted, which in their spirit and 
language bear so close a resemblance to the pub- 
lic declarations of the American confederacy, ex- 
acdy a century after ^hat, the coincidence can 
scarcely be accidental. They slate that, 

" Whereas the country hath rais^ed an army Declaration 
against our common enemy the Indians, and ihc ^^ <.«nvcu- 
same under the command, of general Bac* n, be- ^^^^* 
ing upon the point to march forth against tne said 
common enemy, hath been diverted and neces- 
sitated to move to the suppressing of ioj ces by 
evil disposed persons raised against general Ba- 
con, purposely to foment and stir up civil war 
among us, to the ruin of this his majesty 's coan- 
try: 

*/ And whereas it is notoriously manifest, that 
sir William Berkeley, knight, governoi of the 
country aforesaid, assisted, counselled, and abet- 
ted by those evil disposed persons aloresaid, liath 
not only commanded, fomented, and stirred up 
the people to the said civil war ; but taiiiug ditic- 
in, had withdrawn himself to the great astvjnish- 
raent of the people and the uubetiieiuent oi the 
country. 
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CHAP. < *' And whereas the said army raised by the 
^^' country for the causes aforesaid,^ remain full of 
<cra. dissatisfaction in the middle of the country, ex^ 

pecting atterApts from the said country and the 
counsellors aforesaid, and since no proper means 
have been found out for the setdement of the dis- 
tractions and preventing the horrid outrages and 
murders daily committed in many places of the 
country by the barbarous enemy, it hath been 
thought fit by the said general to call unto him 
all such sober and discreet gentlemen, as the pre- 
sent circumstances of the country will admit, to 
the Middle Plantation, to consult and advise of 
^-e establishing the peace of the country. 

*' So w^ the said gentlemen, being this third 
of August, 1676, accordingly met, do advise, 
resolve, declare, and conclude, and for ourselves 
do swear in manner following : 

** 1st. That we will at all times join with the 
said general Bacon and his army, against the 
common enemy in all points whatsoever. 

** 2dly. That whereas certain persons have 
lately contrived and designed raising forces against 
the said general and the army under his commandv 
the reby to beget a civil Avar ; we will endeavor 
the discovery and apprehending of all and every 
of those evil disposed persons, and them secure 
until furtlier orders from the general. 

*' 3dly. And whereas it is credibly reported 
that the governor hath informed the king's ma- 
jesty, tliat the said general and the people of the 
country inarms under his command, their aiders 
and abettors are rebellious and removed from their 
alLgiance; and that upon such like information, 
he the said governor hath advised and petitioned 
the kinj^ to send forces to reduce them; we da 
farther believe in our consciences, that it consists, 
with the vvelfdre of this country, and with our dl- 
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Icgiancc to his most sacred majesty, that we the CHAP- 
inhabitants of Virginia to the utmost of our pow- ^ 



er do (^pose and suppress all forces whatsoever 1676. 
of that nature, until such time as the king be ful- 
ly informed of the state of the case by such per* 
son or persons, as shall be sent by the said Na* 
thaniel Bacon, in the behalf of the people, nnd 
the determination thereof be remitted hither. And ^ 
we do swear that we will him the said general, 
and the army under his command, aid and assist 
accordingly/' 

Bacon having now procured what looked like 
a regular and constitutional authority, proceeded 
to the accomplishment of his Indian expedition. 
His late partial attacks, added to the internal dis- 
orders, had again forced into a confederacy seve- 
re nations that bordered on Virginia, and their 
united forces composed a body equally formida- 
ble by their numbers and animosity. They had 
gained several advantages since the retreat of Ba- 
con, and diese added to their barbarous mode of 
making war, and their shocking cruelties to their 
captives, had renewed the public terrors. 

It was incumbent on Bacpn to remove these 
apprehensions. This had been principally instru- 
mental in fomenting the civil war : He had been 
chosen general by the people, in the hope that his 
genius and courage would avert this evil from the 
colony. All eyes were fixed on him, and it was 
necessary that he should atchicve something to 
justify the public expectation. 

Having collected sufficient force, he proceed- 
ed to the^ Pamunkey, Chickahominy, and Mata- 
poni towns, wliich, together with their corn, he 
destroyed, in retaliation of the late barbarities of 
the Irvdians. These tribes appear to have been 
apprized of this attack, and communicated ihe 
information with their usual celerity to the scve- 
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CHAP, rai nations in their rear. Their knowledge of th<* 
^^' country enabled them to keep at a short distance 
1676. in advance of the colonists, occasionally retreat- 

ing and skirmishing, as circumstances demand- 
ed. Their object appears to be to decoy the Vir- 
ginians towards the falls of James river, where a 
i-endtzvous had been appointed for the meeting 
of all their m arriors, and where they hoped to be 
able to extinguish at a single blow, the strength 
of the colony. 

The boundary line between the Indians ^nd 
colonists stretch from the mouth of Totopotomoi 
creek, where a fort had been established, to the 
falls of James river, intersecting? Shock ce creek^ 
precisely at a point where mr. Bacon had a plan- 
tat ion. 
Battle of The battle took place about t\vo miles and a 
Bloody run. half fi-om this plantation, on the margin of a 
stream, which from the sanguinary nature of the 
conflict, has since been called Bloody Run. 

The main body of the Indians was posted on 
an eminence that overhung the stream, and were 
protected by a palisadoed fort: But the intrepid 
zt al of Bacon would not wmt the tardy operati- 
Indmnsde- ons of a siege. Animated by his example, the 
featedi Virginians broke into the fort, and a desperate 
slaughter ensued of the Indians huddled close to- 
gether, and encumbered by their old men, their 
wives and children. Those who survived the first 
fury of an assault, were made captives, and a 
termination was given forever to the hopes of the 
Indians in this quarter. 

Meanwhile the governor encountered an op- 
position at Accomac,* which as it was totally 
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unexpected, aflfected Mm with a concerti Iktle 

short of l})at he experier^ced from his other dis- 

tresses. He had hoped that this oomer naturally ^^^6 
dmded as it were from Virginm, and legally con-, 
sidered as a distinct territory,*'^ by being more im- 
mediately under his controul, would be wholly 
free from the disease which afljicted Virginia.... 
His surprise and uneasiness may be easily €on. 
ceived, when after a reception sufficiently cold 
awd formal, the people of this territory presented 
to him a bold and spirited remonstrance against 
Ae tsevcrai acts of parliament, for confining the 
trade erf' the colonies, and praying that their opc- 
nrtlon at least so fer as it respected them, might 
be stispcnded. 

The situation of the governor exhibits a most 
embarrassing dilemma. ToreRjse, would be to 
crash the hopes and excite the dis^usrt of a dawn- 
ing loyalty, whose zeal was essential to his im- 
m^iate security, and whose example might be 
bei^ficial. To grant their petition, woiald, on 
the other, seem like a justification and sanction 
to the proceedings of Bacon, and would serve a 
precedent fi)r new demands and fresh concessions. 
We are not infoirmcd how he contrived to extri- 
cate himself from tliis embarrassment. To have 
made concessions so unusual during his distress- 
es, is certainly inconsistent with the severe and 
. inexorable character of his pride and loyalty ; and 
yet it is difficult to conceive how he could have 
found security and fidelity am<Migst a people, 
whose just and determined deihands he had pe- 
remptorily refused. His followers were so few, 
and bis power and authority- so redticed and fall- 
en, that it is not possible he could have stilled 
their clamors by force. 

Stt charters. 
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CHAPi With the imperfect lights, which havc'sui^- 
^V' vived, perhaps it is allowable to conjecture that? 
1676. their hopes were fed with promises of a favorable 

report of their loyalty to the kin^, and of the ex- 
ertion of the governor's personal influence for ei- 
ther a total removal or a considerable abatement 
of the conuncrcial restraints which had been com* 

Att ut to P^^^^^ ^^* 

surprise the An attempt was made at this time by Giles 
governor. Bland,* one of Bacon's partizans, to surprise the 
governor at Accomac. in order to this he pri- 
vately put a number of armed men on board a 
ship, which he had seized, commanded by cap- 
tain Larimbre, a bark of four guns, a sloop and 
schooner. The expedition was under the com- 
mand of Bland and William Carver, a skilful and 
experienced seaman. They gave out that their 
object was to intercept the supplies which were 
destined for the governor. This report seemed 
not improbable : Bacon had declared that all ves- 
sels which should be found carrying provisions 
or warlike stores to the enemies of the country, 
were good and lawful prize, and Bland in obedi- 
ence to this decree, had already made prize of se- 
veral ships in the river and bay.f 

But this plan, previous to its execution, was 
disclosed to the governor by captain Larimore, 
who at the same time promised if a sufficient force 
was sent under an officer of tried courage and fide- 
lity, to put him in possession of his ship, whose 
capture would probably draw after it the possessi- 
on of the whole squadron.^ 

The governor was much perplexed by the rc- 
ijeipt of this message. His present situation was 
desperate. Notwithstanding the time he had been 

f Ancient record?. + Ibidem. | Ibidcnt. 
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at Accomac, but few of the loyalists had repair*- CHAP, 
cd to his standard ; and his personal safety was ^ * 
every moment becoming more insecure. Added i^Ti. 
to which, his reflections on the melancholy re- 
verse of his fortune, heightened by solitude, and 
embittered by the recollection of those days when 
the people of Virginia hailed him as their friend 
and father, rendered him little studious of life, 
and nothing scrupulous of the difficulties and dan- 
gers of any project. Yet something was due to 
the faithful partner of his bed, who with conjugal 
tenderness followed him in his exile, and to those 
few loyal spirits, whose attachment had survived 
his prosperity, and whose fidelity had passed the 
fiery process of a civil war, and had been found 
pure at every trial. Larimore had been known in 
the colony only by the more boisterous and gross- 
er qualities of his profession : Of the honest sim- 
plicity and careless generosity which are thought 
peculiar to sailors, he was thought to be wholly 
divested> and to pride himself in the exercise of 
mercantile cunning more than befitted an honest 
man. No particular facts were alledged against 
him ; but the general opinion was, that he was 
profligate and feithless. It was not improbable 
that such a man would meanly consent to become 
a decoy, under promise of a reward proportioned 
to the importance of the service.* 

While the governor was yet undecided, Phi- 
lip Ludwell, brother to the secretary, and wha 
had been distinguished for his loyalty and attach- 
ment, proposed to manage this business in per- 
son; and his friends having caught something like 
an assurance of success from this display of gene- 
rous zeal, all farther scruples were removed* 
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Six »d tweo^ tried men were ftecredy: tmb^rk-^ 
^^^^^^^^ ed at fsudoight on board two boats. Guided by: 
1676. Larimore's signal, ihqr were almost instantijr 

along side his ship, before the insurgents had any 
intimation of their proceedings. The feeble re* 
sastance which w^ c^>posed by men half ^leep,. 
and who were profoundly ignoeant of tte name 
and numbers of the assailants, Wias soon master^ 
ed; and thus by a sort of mimclc thegovemor, 
who a few miUfUtes before was without means on 
authority, found Inmself in possession o£the whdie 
naval lorce of his enemy, andwhick was ampLjr 
sufficient to give him^ the undisputed oommand 
of ^ waters,*^ 

The fortune of sir William Beckdey immedi-. 
ately began to rise afteir this, incidcmt^with a rapi- 
dity proportioned to that <rf their fonraer depressi- 
on. The zeal and cnterprize of his/ foJlowera 
seemed too to have gained a new impulse, from 
the example of Ludwell, and instances, of daring 
.courage and active loyalty were no longer sir^u- 
lar or solitary. Robert Eleverl^y is. mentioned as 
one of the most active parti zans in the irregular 
war which followed, and which unfortunately was 
every houar descending from its original lofty cha- 
racter of loyalty or liberty, into a mere contest for 
plunder md ^ever^.f 

Meanwhile living colFected six hundred 
men, sir \Viiliam Berkeley resolved to necaver by 
force his former authority. The fleet consisted 
of Larimore's ship and seventeen smaller vessefa 
mounted with camion, a force more thim suffici- 
ent to preverve the empire of all tlie navigable 
waters in Virginia. As Bacon was absent on his 
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Indim expedition with the flower of his pMtyi 

and Jaflies-Town was capable 'of little defence, 

tlie loyalists were disemb^ked without oppositi- 1676. 
on, and sir W, Berkeley, after a melancholy ex^ 
Ue, IowkI himself once more in possession of his 
ancient authority.* 

His first object was to disavow in the most 
public and explicit manner, the several acts in fa- 
vor of Bacon, to which he had given his* sanction, 
m having been procured under the influence and 
terror <rf armed violence, and as being repugnant 
to his judgment^ and derogatory to his duty and al- 
legiance to his sovereign. BaccHi was again pro- 
darned a rebel, and his followers commanded to 
surrender lu«n and disperse, under penalty of be- 
ing considered ^id punished as traitors, f He 
next prdceeded to organize the government, sup- 
plying the vacancies in the council, by the most 
meritorious and faidiful of his adherents ; and 
having restca^d every thing as near as possible to 
its ancient footing, he stationed his troops in can- 
tcmments sufficiently convenient to be assembled 
at a short ncrtice, either ior defensive or offensive 
^>erations. 

Bacon was retumingfrom his Indian campaign, 
when the news of this counter revolution reached 
him. He immediately discerned his oversight in 
leaving his enemy in his rear ; and although he was 
in some degree prepared for the event, by the cap- 
lure of Biand and his squadron of cruiscFs, he did 
not hear it confirmed without deep and sensible 
emotion. He saw himself by madly pursuing the 
phantom of Indian war, reduced to the most im- 
minent da^iger, and his regrets were embittered 
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GHAP. by the reflection that the liberties of his country 
, would be invol^fed in the ruin of liis fortunes., 

1676, • A Strict discipline was neither necessary nor {m^c- 
ticable amongst volunteers, and after the defeat of 
the Indians the great body of his followers ap* 
prehending no new and immediate dangers, had 
dispersed to their several homes, in order to re- 
count their exploits and receive the ccmgratulati* 
ons of their families ; and Bacon was left with 
scarcely three hundred men, to encounter a force 
more than three times his superior ; frerfi, and 
provided with every thing necessary for their ao* 
commodation and comfort, whilst his little army- 
was worn down by a long march, and by the in-: 
cessant labors of an Indian war, and in want of 
several articles of the first necessity.* 

But the despondence of Bacon was but for a 
moment, and these difficulties were easily sur^ 
mounted by his ardent courage and his sanguine 
imagination. The dispaiity of numbers he thought 
would be more than compensated by the tried va- 
lor and enthusiasm of his followers. He would 
not even wait for reinforcements, but easily per- 
suaded his followers, although in want of rest and 
repose, not to slacken their zeal or their exerti- 
ons before tliey had given the last blow to the 
hopes and machinations of their tyrants. His ac 
guments and example ran like wild fire through 
the camp, and their fatigues and wants were ibr- 
gottcn in the suggestions of indignation, the as. 
surances of victory, and the near prospect of in- 
dependence, f . 

The march of the insurgents to James Town, 
although rapid, exhibited rather the spectacle d 
a triumph than the appearance of an army prepai. 
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fegjfor battle. Their Indian captives^ together CHA?. 
with the arms and plunder, which had been t^- ^ 
ken, were placed in the centre, and displayed ^^76. 
with all the gaudy parade of" military poitip, the 
evidence of past atchievement and the pledge of 
new victories. The women and children as they 
passed poured out their blessings on their heads, 
and offered up prayers to Heaven for their safety 
and success. The general himself, with a coun- 
tenance that bespoke and inspired assurance of 
success, appeared on horseback, now in the van, 
and occasionally in the wings and rear, chasing 
mway despondence wherever he appeared, and re- 
viving hope by the ardor of his manner and the 
contagious spirit of his discourses*^ 

The insurgents arrived in sight of James- Town 
just as the sun was setting, and Bacon having re- 
connoitered the enemy from the eminences which 
overlooked the island, he ordered a cannon to be 
fired and the trumpets to be sounded, in token of 
defiance, t After this vaunt, which seems to have * 
been the military practice of the age, he dismount- 
ed, and having surveyed the ground, he drew 
with his own hands a line for an entrenchment, 
and encouraged his followers, ready to sink under 
the fatigues of their march, to persevere a little 
longer, in order that they might afterwards repose 
in security, and that fortume mi^t have no op- 
portunity by any neglect of theirs, or by the pre- 
sumption of a blind security, to cheat them of 
the just and glorious rewards of their courage and 
sufferings. 

To have rejected an exhortation enforced by the 
personal example of their general, would be to 
belie their principles and reputation. An en- 
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CHAT/ tremihiwent rf fcMed ttws, eartfc, and bt^eih wo&A 
, ^^* , rose 2tt once lite an exhalation, by their 4iin^^d 
1676. efforts. The clear light of a full moon m Octx^ 

ber, by rendering distant objects visiWe, raider- 
ed their labor more sectrre and agreeable, and be- 
fore midnight had commenced, they tptotc able to 
refresh ttemselves said repose in security beiund 
their breast work.* 

The ensuing dawn bro^htakmg with it a re- 
newal of d^eir labors. Bacon di^atched a «maH 
party at break of day to stimiish dosj in with 
the govemoT*s ii^nes, in order to ascertain thdr 
strength and positron. These men, animated tsjp 
the prevailing spirit of enthusiasm, were not coo- 
tent barely to execute the wishes of their general. 
They ran furiously towards the palisadoes, firing 
several times upon the advanced guards j and af- 
, ter having sufficiently insulted their enertiics with 
this fruitless display of valor, they retumod with- 
out any loss to the main body.f 

It would iiave been a jusft reproach on the s{)i- 
rit and judgment of sir W. Berkeky, if with a 
superior force and the decided advantage of posi- 
tion, he longer had submitted to these ind^mties*- 
He had jilrcady all the reinforcements he expdct. 
ed, unless indeed the supplies which he had pres- 
singly deilianded fromBritain,and\the8e,he scarce- 
ly tlared td'hope, woul<li6rrive in kimt to justify any 
considerable delay on his fmt in the present critir 
cal juncture of his affairs. Every hour would on' 
tlie other hand^ augment the power ai*d conse- 
quently the enterprise of the insurgents ; for how- 
e A er tli e partial hist<?>rians of Virginia have thought 
proper to represent the events of this period, ait 
immense naajority of the people were actually ea- 
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J^aged in the rebellion, and this fact was so noto- ^^^^* 
rious, that the friends of sir W, Berkeley, who ■ .. 

ftrFer his departure for England, undertook a vin- i676. 
dication* of his conduct,^ against the report of the 
king's commissioners, were constrained to ad- 
mit it ; and that the little corps of loyalists who 
accompanied him in his exile to Accomac amount- 
ed to little more than twenty persons. The force 
that he had brought from Accomac was compos- 
ed of the crews of ships belonging to all nations, 
and such idle and worthless persons as were to 
be moved only by the most sordid and mcrcena- 
^ motives, and it is asserted by the commission- 
era of the king, who drew their information from 
all cLisses and descriptions of persons within the 
colony, that independent of their usual pay as 
ttierdenai'ies, the governor was obliged to hold 
out the hope and even the promise of plunder and 
confiscations, before he could prevail on them to 
engage in his service. 

Urged meanwhile by the motives, which have Governop 
been mentioned, the governor attacked the en- sallies ouu 
trenchments of the insurgents with the greater 
part of the garrison. The several corps on which 
he placed his principal reliance were placed in the 
front line, and were commanded by Ludwell, 
Beverley, and the most able and faithful of his 
adherents* The force employed on t^is service 
sallied out in good order, and marched up to the 
entrenchments with a shew of courage and reso- 
lution. The contest lasted but a few minutes. 
Bacon received the onset by a cool and well di- 
rected fire from behind his entrenchment ; and the 
govetnor's party, the greater part of which was 
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coa^osed of new levies ; of men picked up frc^tt 
among, the idle, the dissolute, and the abandon- 
ed, immediately turned their backs and fled. In 
vain their officers conjured thenv with tears in 
their eyes, to stand their ground, to turn and 
wipe off this stain on their courage : These ar- 
guments had no effect on mien, whose sole object 
was plunder, and who finding the service in wbieh 
they had engaged more (kngerous and unproduc- 
tive than they were taught to expect, were re- 
solved to take the first occasion to abandon their 
leader.* 

So great was the panic that the fugitives di<J 
not stop till they had arrived within their lines^ 
where, they were protected by their batteries and 
the cannon of the armed ships. 

Sac ON checked the ardor of pursuit at a short 
distance from his lines, i rom the sliortness and 
suddenness of the onsets he apprehended it was 
only a feint to draw him from his strong position ^ 
into an ambush ; and sensible of all the adi^ranta- 
ges of his situation, he prudently contented hira* 
self with the advantages he had acquired. This 
caution in all probability saved sir W. B«!keley : 
for had tlie insurgents been permitted to follow 
up their victory, they might have entered James* 
Town along with the fugitives, and by tbe sei-. 
zure of thg. governor's person, have for this time> 
put an end to war. 

Th e loyalists had several men killed andf woun- 
ded in the field, and their drums and standards, 
which were thrown away in the pursuit, weret^ 
ken as trophies by the insurgents.! 

After thi&attack, Baccm brought several htpgc^ 
cannon to bear upon the ships, and compelled 
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th^m to haul off from the island farther into Aq 

stream. His smsdl army received daily scrppties 

and reinforcements from 'the zeal aiid aflfectkms isre. 

of the people; and being n6w in a condition to Baco" «nc» 

aot offensively, it was thought he meditated a ge- ^g^^^' ^ 

neral assault upon the town and island, while his 

fire would prevent their receiving any assistance 

from the ships.* 

The governor saw at once the extent and im- 
minence of his danger. His position, even with 
?lll the labor he had for some time employed in 
strengthening it, was incapable of defence against 
it spirited assault, even for a few hours. He had 
proved by the late unfortunate sally, how litde 
reliance was to be placed on the great body of his 
followers, who iterant of the principles of the war, 
and indifferent to its issue, hut so fiw as it might 
conduce to their profit, were attentive only to the 
ra«ans of their person^ safety. Yet notwithstand- 
ing those considerations which advised a retreat as 
the only prudent measure, he had formed a gloo- 
my determination to defend it to the last, and pe* 
fish in its ruins. 

This determination, which was deliberately 
and publicly announced, instead of inspiring a 
noble ardor and desperate resolution, was heard 
with emotions of terror, not unmixed with asv 
tonishment. That any man should deliberately , 
throw down his life for the public advantage, 
or sacri^ce it to the offended spirit of a nice sen- 
sibility, or the manes of a violated honor, was 
what men of grosser faculties were utterly unable 
to comprehend^ With such men all the aberra- 
tions frrom vulgar and estabfished usage ; all the 
^lendid excentrkities of genius and refinements 
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,CHAP. are invariably ascribed to one general standard-r: 
^^' madness. The determination of sir WiUiam could 
i 676. scarcely fail of coming under this standard. They 

concluded his misfortunes had destroyed his rea- 
son^ and that they could not too speedily abandon 
a man who, reckless of life himself, could not be 
supposed to have much care or' concern for the 
safety of others. 

The perplexity of the governor every moment 
encreased. Mutiny had now thrown off all disguise 
and stalked fearless in his presence. But twenty 
men would consent to remain witli him, and even 
these strongly advised the propriety of reserving 
himself for better days, and a more suitable ai^ 
momentous occasion. A general assault W2^ to be 
apprehended every moment, which would be ta» 
ken advantage of by the cowardice of his followers, 
to abandon him, or, perhaps, give him up to his 
enemies. His friends represented tliat there was 
no opportunity to fight with advantage or die with 
honor; and that a short delay would probably ef- 
fect an entire revolution in his fortunes, by the 
arrival of the troops and supplies which were ex-i 
pected from Britain, 
The govcr- The cause of prudence at length prevailed. In- 
ner is pre- structions were secretly dispatched to tlie com- 
vailed on to zanders of die several vessels to haul in closer to 
the island, and to have all their boats in readiness 
to repair to James- Town at a conceited signal. 
Bacon was held in suspense by various move- 
ments^ indicating an attack on the part of the go- 
vernor. At midnight the loyalists got on board 
the boats with the utmost silence and regularit}', 
and the whole fleet (every thing that was valuable 
being previously brought off) dropt silently down 
the stream, and came to an anchor at a sufficient 
distance from the range of the batteries on the 
island. 
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The morning disclosed to Bacon the flight of CHAP. 
the governor, and having taken the necessary pre* bs=5====» 
cautions to guard gainst any stratagem or am- i^^e. 
bush, he descended from the heights and marched 
into the town. He found nothing but empty walls : 
not a loyalist was to be seen. Every thing that 
was valuable, or might be anywise useful to the 
insurgents, was taken from the stores, and what it 
was inconvenient to carry off, was thrown into the 
river. The ships lay at anchor out of the reach of 
daagcr, and appeared to be patiently w^aiting uniU 
the rebel army should disperse, that they might 
recover possession of James- Toaiti. To Bacon 
such a conquest appeared little short of a defeat. 
For more than a wee^ the health and time of liis 
brave follov/ers had been wasted for the posses- 
sion of a petty town, without houses, or inhabl- 
tants, or riches; which was only useful to those 
who held the dominion of the sea, and which 
might be easily surprised by a small body of 
troops supported by ships. But to him it Was 
wholly and utterly useless. It was incapable of 
i^fence against regular approaches ; and his fol- 
lowers being all volunteers, who were bound by 
no ties but their principles and affections, and 
taoreover averse to forts, as one amongst the 
grievances complained of, could not easily be 
persuaded to become a garrison for its defence. 

Under these circumstances Bacon embraced a 
resolution, which displays at once the ardor and 
decision of his character. Since James-Town * 

could not with propriety be retained by himself 
he determined it should not be a harbor and re-- 
fuge for his enemies. His resolution, as well as 
die arguments on which it was supported, were 
briefly explained to bis army, who approved it 
by acclamations. Firebrands and combustibles 
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CHAP, -wcrt immediately prepared. The general* him* 
^^' «elf icd the way, holding a iigfeted torch in his 
1^76. hand, and in a momait, the church, the state*' 

T^^^^h *■ ^^^^^y *^ ^M ^ other troiidings^ of a private or 
by^^einsur P"^^ nature, were wrapjped m a sudden a«d ge*- 
gents. ntrsil conflagration* 

Thi Barnes, which were dteaHy se^ from flic 
ships, announced to sir W. Berkeley the daunt* 
less and desperate resolution of the insurgents: 
And as nothing farther was to be hoped or apprc- 
hended in this quarter, on either side, the fleet 
{)roceeded on a cruize tou^ards the temtory of 
Accomac ; and Bacon having extinguished dl far* 
ther opposition to his authority, and organized 
the government after the tnpst secure ai^ pq)ular 
manner, dismissed for the present the great body of 
his followers; having previously engaged their 
promise to be ready at the first notice of any new 
attempt of the govemer or his abettors, to disturb 
the public tranquility, f 

Since the convention, Middle Plantation had 
been made choice of by Bacon> for the meetings, 
of the council and the seat of his administratiotu 
It is to be presumed then, that he retired to this 
place after the burning of James- Town, and that 
^bout this place, he had disposed the flower erf bk 
troops, against any sudden emergence. Every 
' hour of his time, and his utmost exertions, were 
necessary for tiie support of his power and the se- 
curity of his party... .Sir WiUiam Berkeley had 
• early in the dispute, transmitted to £n^and such 

an account of tb^ force ^d mtentions of the re^ 



* Laurence and Drummond set fire to their own house% 
which were by far the most valuable in the towik 
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bels as were best calculated to rouse the attei^ioa CHAP. 
of the king, and to justify his own conduct* In ^^^^J^ 
theajs accounts the people of Virginia were repre- lere. 
sented to be formidable by their numbers ; to be 
^eply infected with the contagion of mutiny and 
rebellion ; and to this dangerous spirit he ascribed 
the operation of the commercial restrictions im- 
posed on them by pariiament, and the influence 
of sortie popular kaders, whose lurkii^ treason 
was concealed und^rthe specious garb of patriot* 
ism, and who took advantage of the public dis- 
tress and disaffection, to accomplish the most am- 
bitious projects. To remove these disorders, he 
strongly urged the necessity erf dispatching a bo-r 
dy of regular troops, as the only effectual means 
to uplmld the government, and prevent tlie co*- 
lony from throwing off all subjection and depctt- 
^nce on the parent state.* 

It appears by the convention, that BacoA was 
IfuUy apprised of the subject of this communica- 
tion, and that he was determined to resist tlie ar- 
mament as SOCHI as it appeared. The time ap»- 
proachedtoo, wheii he was to meet the asscmbfy, 
which he had summoned by the advice of the con- 
vention, and he could not avoid feeling the im- 
portance of a crisis so full of danger and uncer- 
tainty^ and where the issue would dq>end in a 
great measure on his own personal address and' ' 
intrepidity. 

The ^rit of Bacon rose with the difficulties 
of his situatioi^. By the means of his partizans, 
with whom he preserved a close and regular cor- 
respondence, he was enabled to keep alive that 



* At so early a period hiid a jealousy of her colonies, par-* 
ticularly of Vir^ginia} taken possei»sion of the mother coun- 
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enthusiasm and continue tliat concept so essential 
to the success of a national resistance. The pub* 
lie dangers enabled him to engraft the military on 
the civil authority, without giving offence. It 
was the cause of all men ; and every man was a^ 
soldier, prepared to defend with his life his own 
interests, which were involved in those of the peo- 
ple. Several of his captains exercised offices pure- 
ly military in the districts which were thought ta 
be most exposed, and the popular complaisance 
had bestowed on them severally the dignified ti* 
tie of general : But although they appeared to ex- 
ercise an independent authority, they were but 
the creatures of his will, and their consequence 
was built on his reputation. Drummond, Law- 
rence, Granes, Ingram j and Walklate, have been 
handed down as leaders of distinct detachments^ 
and as zealous supporters of the principles of their 
leader. 

But the chief reliance of Bacon was on himself- 
He visited in person all the military positions : 
anini^ting the zealous, and confirming the waver* 
ing, by his arguments and example. In the pro- 
secution of this plan, the labors, watehings, and 
difficulties he had^o encounter, acting on a vio- 
lent cold he had contracted in the trenches before 
James-Town, began to make a manifest impres- 
sion on his health. A slight diarrhasa, wanting at 
first little more than rest to remove it, unskilfully 
treated, was daily acquiring a fixed and perma- 
nent habit in his constitution. But he did not 
permit his zeal and exertions to slacken on this 
account; and although the fetal ravages on his 
health were visible to all, no one could discern the 
least diminution of his ardor, or the slightest 
His death, abatement of his labors. Death at length over- 
took him at the house of a doctor Pate in Glpster 
county: but though diligent search was afler- 
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Wiards tnade for his body by sir William Berkeley, CHAP, 
the piety of friendship preserved his remains ^^' 
from the insults which the cowardly malignity of ^^^e. 
governments exercise on their dead victims. 

A s A N G u I N E temper, a bold and dauntless cou- Character 
rage, great promptness and decision of character, of Bacon, 
added to a presence of mind that rarely deserted 
him t these appear to have been the enviable qua- 
lities of this man. It is attended with some doubt 
whether he possessed, in the same eminent degree, 
those cooler properties, which might have ena- 
bled him, by comparing his means with the ends 
he had in view, to steer clear of projects above 
his strength, and to limit his ambition tp the just 
points of resistance and obedience. But even 
though these points are decided against him, it 
Ivill detract little from his real fame. When the 
liberties of a people arc in danger, or have 
been violated^ it is perhaps right to trust less 
to the doubtful virtue of calculations, and the 
cold suggestions of prudence, than to the ardor 
and enthusiasm of liberty, and all the heroism and 
glcwy they will inspire. Leonidas, with his hand- 
ful of patriots, at the streights of Thermopyla, is 
an object better calculated to c^mand our reve- 
rence, and excite our admiration, than the great 
king moving at the head of his millions, and sur- 
rounded with all the pomp of eastern magni- 
ficence. 

The life of Bacon, as it appears in his actions, 
furnishes proofs of a nature less equivocal. Ac- 
tive, vigilant, patient, enterprizing, although un- 
acquainted with arms, the moment the energies of 
his mind were directed to this pursuit, he display- 
ed all the qualities necessary to exalt and adorn 
it. A faithful friend, his associates never had to 
complain of the sacrifice of their persons or pro- 
Aa 
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p^ieii by any itieah or selfish compromise of their 

hrader. He disdained to make his reputation tint 

1676. stepping stone to his own advancement: and t& 

his honor it should be menticmed, that while sir 
William Berkeley was daily executing men by 
mock trials^ or by the summary process of martial 
few, at the time when he had scarcely a foot of 
ground to stand on ; Bacon, flushed with victory, 
and in possession of all the resources of the cowhu 
try, was never reproached widi shedding a sin- 
gle drop of innocent Mood, save what was un- 
avoidably spilt in the heat and hurry of battle. 

H A D this man's portion on the globe been more 
ftvorable, or his means more ample, it is not 
easy to say how exalted had been his rank in his- 
tory. He might have been the Brutus or the 
Cromwell of his country : but as it is, he is fated 
to pass off without fame and almost without no- 
tice.... A striking instance how much merit is uti- 
der the control of times and circumstanced. 



CHAPTER V. 



Stat^of the public mind after the death of Bacon-^ CHAP, 
Divisions among the insurgents — Sir fVilUam ^^^^^^^ 
Berkeley proposes terms oj accommodation — V)hich 
are accepted — His violation of his engagements 
— his wanton cruelty—his mock trials^ and san* 
guinary executions — The king^s commissioners 
arrive with a general indemnity^ which he refuses 
to proclaim — Assembly remonstrate against his 
conduct — He returns to England — Administra^ 
tion devolves on Sir Herbert Jeffries^ the lieute^ 
nam governor — Commissioners apply for journals 
of assembly — which are refusea — but are taken 
by force — Six nations — their inroads — treaty 
with this people — and with the neighboring 
tribes — Friends of sir W. Berkeley cabal against 
the administration— and pubtish a vindication of 
his conduct — Case of t hilip Ludwell — Death 
of Jejffries — Sir H. Chicherly succeeds^-^Lord 
Culpepper arrives — Complaisance of assembly to 
him — his abuse of it — He returns to England — 
Depreciation of tobacco — Public discohtent — 
Partial insurrections — Writs issued Jor calling 
an assembly — discontent appeased by this measure 
— The assembly proving refractory^ is dissolved — 
Plant cutting — Return of Culpepper — Change 
in his deportment —Raises the value of foreign 
coin '^and again reduces its value— Robert Be- 
verley— his intrepid behaviour — is persecuted by 
the governor and council. 
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THE death of Bacon left the insurgents with- CHAP, 
out a head, and there appeared no one sufficiendy V- 
conspicuous to unite the public sufl^ge and con- iSrf^^^ 
fidence in his fiivor. The pretensions of Walk- State of 
late and Ingram were so nearly equal, and yet so things after 
far below the public expectation, diat to have de- ^^ 
cided between them, would only be to create a 
dangerous jealousy, without advancing the public 
interest. Things were therefore permitted to re- 
main as before this event ; and the war was pro- 
tracted by the sudden incursions of small parties, 
principally with a view to plunder and revenge. 

In this sort of desultory warfare, the governor, 
having the command of the waters, was enabled 
to transport his men with celerity to any pointy 
and it was difficult to guard against the sudden- 
ness and secrecy of his movements. Yet, the in- 
surgents had still the decided advantage; and, 
w herever they appeared, the troops of the gover- 
nor were compelled to retire before them. 

But, notwithstanding these appearances, die in- 
surrection was hourly manifesting decided symp- 
toms of a speedy dissolution. The long duration 
of the civil war had prevented the usual attention 
to the labors of agriculture, and the other useful 
arts. The marches and counter marches of de- 
tachments, cnflamed against each other by all the 
rancor of party, would naturally augment the evils 
of this neglect. In this state the expences on each 
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CHAP, side were supplied by arbitrary requisitions, levi^ 
--5-^^«-- ed on their opponents, under pretence of disaffec- 
1676. tion ; and the pressure of want introduced a sen- 
sibleabatementin the popular zeal and enthusiasm. 
Had Bacon lived, his genius would have remedied 
those evils> and his example ani^ eloquence have 
suppcMtcd the hopes of the people in their dis^ 
tresses. But they saw ia bis successors none of 
his enlarged views, or his commanding talents, 
and they impalieody 4oaged for the return of 
peace, as tiie sole me^is of averting the ruin wliich 
inu)eiided. 

Si« W. Berkeley saw with pfeaeure the fin^ 
symptoms of returning loyally ; and, taugbtpru* 
demce by his misfortunes, he did cvtry thing in 
his power to encour^e this pacific spirit. His 
violent proceedings towards several of his pii- 
sonersy wfeo were executed* by his directions, 
had inspired a general distrust of his sincerity, 
and he Ibund it necessary to ciMrb the intempe- 
rance of his own passions, and to check the fun- 
ou« zeal of his followers. 
SirWm. A PLAN of general indenui«qr, unrestricted by 

Berkley pro any exceptions, was eircuJated through the coun- 
poses an ac- ^y . j^^^ aware that little was to be expected from 
coram ti- ^j^j^ measure, so long as a powertut body was in 
arms, to countenance rebeUian and punish apos- 
tacy, be proceeded io York river, and entered 
into a regular treaty f with Ingram and Walklate* 
who commandtd a considerable body of the in- 
surgents at West Point. This treaty oommenced 
by a complimentar} J letter to Walfclaite, dated 



^ Soe petition tp king ^d council, hy Sariih Diiimooml. 
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from cm Boai^d the L^rimoir } ahd its mantigcU CHAP^ 
ment and ratification were entrwsted to Granthan^, ^^Jpi 
one of the sea captains^ whose aeai and services 1676. 
txsA been eminently exerted for the restoration of 
the governor's authority* 

About this time Granesv^whocommanded the 
kisurgents oo the south side of James river, was 
defeased by captaia Cous^ and slain ; and, 
about the same time, the greater part of James 
liver declared for the governor. 

Meanwhile the lacaty of West-Point was 
brought to a conclusion by Graathaftis on terms 
equally agreeable to both partiest. A general in* 
demnity and oblivion of past o&nces^ on the part 
of tfee government; and a surrender of their atms^ 
fflid restoration of their plunder, by the instir* 
gei^, were the only stijJulaftrcMis, whffoh were de* 
manded or conceded cm either side. So anxknirs 
were all men to terminate the present anarchy, that 
tihrey scarcely tbought of making terms r and the 
jjovemment appeared to forget the wounds^ wkich 
had been iniliicted on hs dignity ; and the peopic 
the repeated violations of their charters and Kterties^ 

The current ran now t& strong in favor of loy* 
alty as it had formerly done in sapport of rebeU 
Ikii; and so perfectly sfkieere were the people^ 
that they could not permit themsdves to entertain 
the least disdrust and jealousy of tiveir adversaries^ 
But the wounds of a false pride and mistaken 
honor ane not so easily eradicated. The vain 
pride of ancestry, by nourishing a notion of a 
more pure and honondble blood; the insolence 
bf power, pretending to derive^ its auAority im* 
mediately or by delegation fipom heaven^ camiot 
lN>ook the insolent avowal of rights and daims in 
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the people- All attempts to wrest their privil^s 

from their oppressors are considered a pro&nation, 

1676. which can scarcely be punished with too much 

rigor ; and though they are sometimes compelled 
to abate somewhat of their pretensions, they never 
forgive. The wounds of aristocracy rankle deep; 
and though they are apparently cicatrized, the 
slightest irritation is sufficient to open aod en«» 
ame thetn. 
The conduct of sir W. Berkeley was in direct 
contradiction to his own solemn assurances, and 
the tenor of his proclamations. Instead of the 
pardon and indemnity, which had been promised, 
nothing was heard of but executions, fines, and 
confiscations. His pftrtizans were let loose through 
the country, armed with the terrors of judicial 
power, enforced by military authority. All the 
copious stores, whidh malignity and vengeance 
had been laying up^ during the existence of the ci- 
vil war, were now drawn out ; and a trifling injury, 
an insult, nay, even a look, were recollected and 
punished with inhuman severity. An attempt had 
been made to procure the condemnation of the 
obnoxious characters, by influencing or intimida« 
ting juries; but the acquittal of ten in one day, 
by various pannels, convinced them of the impos- 
sibility of wresting this noble institution to their 
purpose, and it was abandoned for the raiore sum- 
mary proceedings of martial law. 
Governor's Before these partial and vindictive tribunals, 
cruelty. which were filled by the most violent partizans, 
by a sort of general proscription, the great body 
of the people were brought in succession, and 
punished according to the degrees of their rebel- 
lion. To such a pitch of injustice and indecency 
had they arrived, that they reviled the prisoners 
at the bar, in all the bitterness of rage and revenge. 
They are represented by the king's cornmis- 



JlJw^^, to l^^v^pii^ceeded " with Aat aayeteiacjr ^^P- 
0^ if they bad b^n the wc^si wUne^^?, r^het ^^^—^ 
ti^ii judges of the coiicL^i^ fWBr''^^ 

4f»ani©g ^ the sarapie time."* The ^overnqr 
iw^Jf ofee^ ^Uen4e4 th^se tri^Js, wd gave coy^- 
teciance to tibeir bloody and inhuman proceedings. 

One of these cases is preserved in an order of Case of 
Ae ilfcing and 1^ jiglish privy counc^, to the li^ute- Brummond. 
nant gover<KM:" and council of Virgijixi^, oq Ihp 
pei^tion of §arah Urymtmc»id ; which, 4qr inju^ 
tice, ha^ been seldopi exceeded. The pecitiop 
stat^, 4hat her husband, ** William Drummoody 
w^s, ^fter tl>e late rebellion, tpdcea, strips, and 
ibr^qght ^fore sir Wyiiam Berkeley, ^.^d by him * 

immedisitely (althqugh in Ume of peace) was, 
^^ithojut any thing be^\g l^id tp his.ch^ffge, sen- 
^eaced to die by Qu^rtial law; although he jieyer 
bore arjiis por any n^ilijaiy c^qe : jjQt being*per- 
jnitted to.a<>Stwer for himsielf, pr received to trial, 
acQordingtp the knpwnJa^scrf' England;! but 
within .four hours after sentence, being hurrie^ 
away to executipn, by the smd gavemQr^s paisd- 
Qlll^ order, who before that tiioe, on spm^ pri- 
y^e ;grudge, vo,wed th^ the petitipfj^'s .said 
husband should.i>ot livepne hour after ihe wias lu 
l:U3;power; that ^l^hough the ss^id William Berke^ 
Jey did invest the widows of the ^bek^ that were 
^tber killed <)r c;xecuted) in their hiwband's^ 
:t3ite5, nay, ey^u the widow of that gra^ditehel 
Nathaniel JBacoQ* the i^viky one. except^! by loyal 
paiidpn ; yet, so gfc^t was the saidgaveja^i^in- 
.*^te^cy,?gwx$ft thejpetitiooer!3 hushapd^ tiiatihe 

'^ "^Anctcot fCGonls* 

Bb 
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CHAP, not only tock away his life, but caused his smiU 
*^^^gg^ plintation to be seized, and given to hifnself by 
1676. the council ; his goods to be removed and em* 
bezzled, and the petitioner, wititi her five small 
children, to fly from her plantation, and wander in 
the desarts and woods till they were ready to 
starve." 

This case is, perhq^s, highly coloured, by the 
distress mid indignamn of the widow ; but, in all 
its leading circunk&tances it was confirmed I^ am- 
ple testimony ; and the loyalists, who afterwards 
entered into a vmdication of the conduct of sir 
W. Berkeley, did not pretend to impeach its va- 
lidity. They state, indeed, that Drummoiid was 
a rebel, and that his punislunent was just. 

The reportof these tyrannical proceedings filled 
the colony with consternation and horrc»*^ and 
numbers were preparing to abandon their country 
for ever.* Fifteen had already been executed, and 
the ragfe for prosecutions appeared unabated . The 
jmb were crow<fed with prisoners^ and a consi- 
derable number had been able to l>uy their lives 
only, by die sacrifice of their estates, or by con. 
Anting to pay enormous fines, imposed at the dis- 
creticm of their judges, and which were destuied at 
once to feed the avariqe and vengeance of their 
^rrantsf....*' For sq it happened," say the king^s 
commissicmers, ^"^that none did escape being 
found ^ilty, condemned and hanged, that put 
themselves on their trial, there happened to be so 
much guilt or fear in most men, that there was 
not a m»i, who would not mucl^ rather have a fine 
imposed on him, before he would ventore to jtand 
tio his trial : so ^t last this was the question to 
criminals. Will you stand yoi^ trial, or be fined 
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and sentenced as the court shall thiric fit?'* It is CHAP. 
difficult to conceive a state of society mwe dreary 5^^;-,^ 
and deplorable. . icffT^^ 

While these arbitrary proceedings were at 
their height, the assembly* which had been sum- 
moned by the governor on his return to Green Jamiaiy 20; 
Spring, met; and Herbert Jefiries, who had re- Commis- 
ceived the king's commission to act as lieutenant tioncrs ar- 
govemor, accompanied by sir John Berry and ^^^' 
Francis Morrison, who had been named commis* *""**7 
sioners, to enquire into the state of the colony, 
^rived in Virginia. With them game a regiment 
of regulars to suppress the rebellion. 

These incidents afforded a short respite to the 
public distress, and a considerable degree of 
anxiety was manifested by both parties, respect- 
ing the objects of the commission, and the nature 
and extent of its powers. 

' On the first notice of the arrival of the arma- 
ment, the governor repaired to Kiquotan, and re- 
ceived on board the Bristol, the dispatches from 
'the privy cQuncil. The commissioners then read 
to him their commissions, and delivered the seve- 
ral prockmattons and instructions, and an act of 
general iiwlemnity, with the single exception of 
aeon. Here they first learned with astonishment 
and indignation, the trials and executions by mar- 
tial law, and desired that this mode ^ould be re- 
linquished, as plainly repugnant to the laws, as^ 
well as the cxpressi commands of the king. The 
governor urged, in justification of his conduct^* 
that " he doubted whether a[ legal jury would have 
found them guilty. The contrary, he said, he was 
afterwards sufficiently convinced of, when he saw 
upon the trials had at his majesty's oyer and ter- 
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mkef , that ihtte nvm mt st prisower, that came td 
. the bar, ^t was^ brought hi guiky by the jury.'* 
lerr/ ^ ^ The commissioners next urg^ the propria 
of publishing tte king's proclamation <rf i^idem- 
idiy, as a necessary step towards appeastfig the 
fears and restoring the tranquility of society. 
Cot^mor |Jr T the goveriujr's vengeance was not yet sa- 
refiMWr 10 tinted, and his hsuighty spirit was roused b^ thas 
ctewaUon^ ^lempt to interfere with his authority. He re- 
of indem- fused to publish the king's proctonatiwi, unless 
nity and he was permitted to except from its benefits cer- 
pardon. tain characters^ whom he had marked out for 
destruction. 

The commissioners fiirfing that »o*hi»g was 
to be gained h^ reasonii^ with a rash and sple- 
netiic old man, proceeded diteody to the immedi^ 
ate object of their voyage, and opened their com* 
mission for hearing and determining grievances^ 
Thx moment the nature tod objects of the 
commissioners wope made known, agerwraljoy* 
prevailed throughout the colony, and their tribui. 
nal was contimiaily crowded with the victhns of 
loyal cruelty and rapacity. The wictows of diosc, 
who had been executed, attended, weeping, with 
their children ; and using the sacred privileges of 
]jH:urabie anguish and despair, invoked justice on 
the head of the tyrant. Ti^ public irbdignation 
too, in proportion to the eibrts, which had been 
used to suppress it, now burst forth in charges 
agamst the governor and his creatures ; and crimes, 
which had not before bcea heard of, were pre- 
sented and substantiated by evidence. 

In this delicate business, the cQmtmssioners 
proceeded with inoderiition.t Aware that several 
of these accusations had received a strong cdor<« 
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ing from the palssiona and interests of the pctii CHAJR 
tioners, they summoned before them some of the , ^ ' 
most modemte and disinterested characters from 1677. 
every county,, tihat, by their unbiased testimony, 
they might be able to determine with justice and 
certainty. ' ' , 

EvEi^ with this cautipn, the mitftberv the vari- 
ety, and enormity of those charges which were 
supported, astonished them, and they were at a 
loss to reconcile this assemblage of odious vices 
with the received reputation of sir W. Berkeley* 

The commissioners applied to the governor 
Cm- the restoraticni of the estates, which had been 
seized without trial or conviction, and sent him 
tfie written opinion of lord Coke against the le- 
gality of his proceedings. But these estates were 
held by himself or his creatures, and he refused to 
Gompfy with this requisition; ajipealing tiom 
thdr decision to the king and privy council. In 
this ease the commissioners summoned six per* 
sons to value these estates, under oath, and ex* 
act^ bonds, with approved security, from the 
holders, to abide the dicision of the king.* 

The continual solicitude of a mind, once finely 
attempered, but now become peevish by age, and 
irritated by opposition, began sensibly to affect 
the h^th of the governor. Although in the spirit 
of a cavalier, he affected to despise the opinions 
of the people, hie could not avoid observing the 
horror, which his presence every where excited; 
and his pride was humbled by the open counte- 
nance given to his accusers, by a commission es- 
tablished by royal authority. He disdained, how- 
ever, to manifest his uneasiness, and his deport- 
laent was marked by the same iserenity and dignity, 
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CHAP, which graced his mote prosperous fortunes. But 
jg__^^^_ his griefs, in propcMtion to the eflbrts used to sup- 
1677. press them, preyed on his hedth ; and &e irrita- 

tion of his temper would often betray itself, spite 
of his caution, in sudden sallies, and bursts of 
rage and invective. 

To relax any thing of his sternness and severity 
at this season would, he thought, be imputed to 
the suggestions of fear and the compunctions erf 
conscience ; and, in order to preserve the consis- 
tency and dignity of his character, he resolved U> 
act with greater vigor and severity. Neither his 
feelings nor his safety would permit a much Ion- 
ger stay in Virginia. He wanted to justify his 
conduct before the king in person : but he was 
resolved, that every moment of his stay should be 
consecrated to vengeance. 

In this spirit, Giles Bland, who had been sur- 
prised by Ludwell on board the Larimore, was 
brought to his trial ; and although he pleaded that 
sir W. Berke:ley had his pardon, witn the royd 
signature in his pocket, he was found guilty, by 
a jury summoned by the loyal sheriflF of James*- 
Town, and executed. Nine others were brought 
up in succession, and suffered the same fete. As 
it to manifest in the most explicit and public 
manner his contempt of their remonstrances, the 
members of the commission were invited to aN 
tend these trials, and it was there, they witnessed 
that indecent and savage zeal in the judges, which 
has been mentioned above.^ 

Iris not easy to conjecture where these excesses 
would have stopt, if the governor had been per- 
mitted to proceed witliout interruption. But the 
assembly, which was sitting at this time, voted an 
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^address to the governor, containing these remark- 
able words *' tiiat he would desist from any farther 
sanguinary punishments, for none could tell where i*^^ 
or when it would terminate.'' 

Touched by this just and moderate reproof^ 
and perhaps glutted with blood, hie stopt short in 
the midst of his cai:eer ; and, having now appeas- 
ed the ofiended spirit of official dignity^ and set an 
^x^mple to traitors of the just and dreadful punish- 
ments with which Heaven, by means of its earthly 
delegates, punishes rebellicMi, he prepared for his 
departure to Britain. 

Several circumstances, of ajiaturc wholly 
unexpected, contributed at this time to confirm 
his disgust. The assembly, which he had sum- 
moned immediately after die suppression of the 
rebellion, and whose fears, as well as their loj alty, 
would, he thought, induce them to enter fully 
into all his schemes of rapine and revenge, had 
learly evinced a disposition to thwart and diso- 
bli^ him. In his address^ at the conmiencement 
x>{ the session, he had taken occasion to advert to 
the generous protection afforded him by the peo- 
ple ot Accomac, an^ requested that the assem^ 
bly would devise some honorable tnark of dis- 
tinction to reward their loyalty. When this part 
of the governor's communication was in debate, 
in ^ committee of the whole, colonel Warner, the 
speaker, said, ** he knew not what marks of dis- 
tinction his honor could have sette on those of 
Accomack, unlesse to give them ^ar- marks or 
iumt marks, for robbing and ravaging honest 
people, who stayed at home, and took care of the 
estates of those who ran away, when none inten- 
ded to hurt 'em^" This was a direct attack on the 
character of the loyalists, and, in some degree, an 
«Keulpation of the views and character of Bacon. 
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CHAP. T«c remonstrance to the governor against bis 

^^' sanguinary proceedingh, is an <;vidence, that this 
iC^7. ,, disaffection was not coiifiued to Warner. In feet, 
the prcbtnt assembly^ eontained several old mem- 
bers, V ho, during the thr^e jn-ect^ing y4:ar^, had 
argutxl freely on the several subjects of j>rit vance. 
An>ongst these I fiiid the nitme of Thomas Press- 
ley, one of .the men hers for Northaji\pton sq early 
as the year 1667- This is the nian mentioned in 
an old pnanu script, addressed to thenar] of Ox- 
ford, lately published in the Enquirer, of iihi$ 
state, who, on his return home, told his neighu- 
bor, the mem^ber from Staflord, '* de believed 
the governor would have hanged half the country 
if they had let him alone."* 

Sir William Berkeley returned in the fleet to 
England, supported in the midst of his infirmities 
by the energies of a spii it, which age nor misfor- 
tune could not wholly es^tinguish. He indulged^ 
hope, that his bare presence would .remove from 
the mind of the king all unfavorable impFe$sions« 
But on his arrival, in conversing with some qf bis 
friends, he found, tliat his conduct in Virginia 
was regarded with horror by a majority of Uie 
council, and that the king himself either joined h^ 
his condemnation, or was. ashamed to sanqtipn^o 
many enormities. 

The pillar, that suppwted him through<soTO?U3y 
misfortunes was now removed, and he ^nk^t 
once into the grave; a venerable ruin, whifh had 
long nodded and bowed to every blast, but whic^ 
contrary to general expectaticHi, was prppped and 
supported by the excellence of its materials, {^od 
the admirabk harmony of its parts. The character oi 



* See Appendix toRebsUioa. 



VIRGINIA. 20» 

its architecture Vf^gmhic^ and several barbarous €!HAP. 
traces (A the false taste, which prevailedi in those ^gg^^^gg/g^ 
days, were visible in many of its parts. The taut 
ensembte too, wanted something of the softened 

f races and just proportions of the classic orders : 
utt^ierc was, nevertheless in it, an air of gloomy 
and solitary ^ndeur, for some time previous to 
its fall, which left a deep impression on the spec- 
tator ; and though he could not, consistently with 
his judgment, approve either the plan or the ex- 
ecution, he could not hel'p regarding it as a spec- 
tacle worthy to excite the liveliest interest, afui to 
. gratify the most ardent curiosity of the antiquary 
and the naturalist. 

The historians of Virginia d'well wifh peculiar Character 
complacency on the virtues and accomplishments of sir Wn^ 
cf this gentleman ; and although they rarely ma- Berkeley, 
nifest either the disposition or capacity to preserve 
the memory of their atchievements, by skilful Mid 
striking portraits of their principal personages, we 
are indebted, on this occasion, to their zeal for 
some detached lineaments, which will serve to 
convey some faint traces of a true likeness. 

Living in times of civil contention, when the 
great qualities of the understanding are boldly and 
rapidly developed, it is on all hands agreed, that 
sir W. Berkeley was conscientiously attached to 
the principles of his party, and scruputously ob- 
servant of those finer touches of feudal or diivat- 
ric honor, which were thought to constitute its 

Srincipal .perfection. The republican party in 
inland justified their opposition to the arbitrary 
measures of the court, by arguments and exam- 
ples drawn from the Greek and Roman common- 
wealths; and seeing that the instances of patriot- 
ism and self-denial were most numerous and 
^wn^icuous in tfeose states, whare the manners qi 
^ Cc 
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CHAP, the people were plain and simple, they aifected % 
^' Roman plainness in dress, and the Spartan seve- 
rity of manners. The softness and polish visible 
in the followers of the court> and which were the 
offspring of wealth, of indolence* and privileges, 
were regarded with horror, as the causes and 
symptoms of a fatal and inevitable corruption of 
manners* The cavaliers, or, as they stiled them- 
selves, the gentlemen of that day, on the other hand, 
piqued themselves on their lineage and descent ; 
and modeUed their manners on those gallant and 
adventurous knights, who freed Europe from 
dwarfs and giants, the ruthless proprietors of en- 
chanted castles, and who rescued distressed beauty 
from the dungeons of enchanters and magicians. 

To ardent and generous spirits, it must be con* 
fessed, there was something fascinating in the ex- 
ample of those worthies, who freed the softer sex 
from the thraldom of a coarse and barbarous 
tyranny, and raised them from being the slaves of 
their husbands, to that equal rank, which they 
have since maint^ned, and which they continue 
to adorn by their virtues. It was seen, that the 
sphere of human happiness was enlarged by 
this liberality ; that from this moment the con» ' 
nexion between the sexes became more lasting, 
,more rational, and endearing; and that the men 
were daily improving in humanity and virtue^ 
under the soft and bewitching influence of beauty^ 
rendered more interesting by the graces of cuJw 
ture and education. 

It should be acknowledged too, that the grosi 
and improbable fables of the feudal age were no 
longer accredited : so much only of the laws of 
knighthood and chivalry survived as served to 
keep alive and nourish a high and romantiq honor. 
An English gentleman no longer rested on hi$ 
pedigree and his lance^ for the esteem of maiv- 
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kind. More copious and lasting sources of glorjr CHAP, 

and estimation were discovered in the attainnient ^' 

of knowledge, and the distinctions of society* 

The school theories were corrected and improved 

by experience, and that inimitable finish given 

by travel, so necessary in the forming the fine 

gentleman. 

Unfortunately for the world, those noble 
qualities were lessened, if not wholly obscured, 
by some ol the causes, which contributed to pro- 
duce them. Thry saw the accomplishments, so 
precious in their estimation, almost exclusively 
confined to the court and aristocracy; and thty 
rashly concluded, that the people at large, rude 
and barbarous, unamiable and unlettered, were 
utterly incapable of self government. The privi- 
leged orders appeared, by their intellectual supe- 
riority, to be pointed out by Heaven as the go- 
vernors, and it seemed little short of impiety to 
resist them. Hence their attachment to royalty, ^ 
The king, in point of riches, and descent, and 
power, and learning, was supposed to be the first 
gentleman in the nation, and they idolized in 
Sieir chief, the supposed image of their own 
accomplishments. 

Amongst a 6lass, where all were distinguished, 
sir William shone conspicuous and distinguished; 
and although his actions were atchievcd in so re- 
mote and obscure a comer of the empire, that the 
parent state almost forgot its existence, amid the 
shocks of repeated revolutions, he has afibrded the 
most conspicuous proofs of disinterested fidelity and 
successful courage. We see him, when the hopes 
of the royal party were extinguished, in every other 
quarter, by the genius of Cromwell and destinies 
of the republic, set himself in array on the banks 
of James river, with his scanty means, against the 
most formidable power ia Em ope. Overpowered, 
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CBAP. at length, by mimbets, he Coa-ces from>his ^lemiey 
^' the most liberal terms; having augmented, rather 
than dimiuished, by his capitulation, die privi- 
leges of the colony. Henceforth he is heard of no 
more, till, starting batn his retirement, and i^ecpn A. 
ing the popular impulse, he overturns the protec- 
tor's government within the colony, andproclaiin$ 
the second Chatles. So that he had the .good for- 
tune to be the last to abjure his alle^ance to roy* 
alty, and theifirst to renew it. 

It were to be wished, that the remainder of the 
portrait, for the honor of our nature, could b^ 
made to correspond. It would at least iiimish 9 
];deasing picture of courage and fidelity: and 
although the n\aia actions of the original weri^ 
projected on a scale of erroneous policy and mis- 
taken honor, )bwt one opinion could be entertained 
of the qualities of his heart and the graces of his 
jmaimer. But we are afraid, that sucdi a correspon- 
dence would destroy all likeness. In the suppres- 
sion of Racon's rebellioi^, he has been accused of 
acting with ^ spirit of revenge and cruelty. His 
declining years were tainted with avarice, and 
stained with innocent blood : his deportment, as 
governor, was haughty, insolent, and repulsive. 
It may be urged, that these charges are utterly 
irrecpncilahle with the character for nice honor 
and severe virtue, which has been unanimously 
ascribed to sir W. Berkeley. I cannot help it. X 
must only say, these historians were either igno- 
rant of facts, or they were unwilling tp speak the 
ftrjith. They .jpeak only of the morning of hi^ 
power, when he merited,, by his virtues and urba. 
nity, the character they ascribe to him* They 
saw nothing of the meridian fervor of its. beams; 
or, when lurid and portentous, he set ip ja sea of 
blood* 
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- But such revoliitionsare neither rarenor linconu CHAP. 
mon in.the human character. We. must no longer ^^^«__ 
look for those graces and virtues in this man, tihat 
once made him the idol of the people's bve ; that 
transported them into rebellion, or reclaimed them 
to allegiance. Age had blunted that fine edge of 
sensibility, and obscured that inimitable polish of 
manners, whosie fascination was long remembered 
with delight and admiration. What had been 
spared by age and infirniities, opposition had en- 
flamed into madness ; and all that remained of th^ 
accomplished cavalier of the year 1&40, was a^ 
feeble and wrinkled old man ; fitful and splenetic, 
captious and overbearing : whose feebleness and 
petulance were those of a child, whose wrath and 
cruelty were those of a tyrant. 

The absence of sir William Berkeley devolved ^^"^• 
the government on Herbert Jefiries ; and tht re ?^^^''^,. 
dress of private grievances proceeded without any Jn^nt^ '^" 
considerable interruption. The loyalists, justly vernor. 
apprehensive that they would be immediately cal- 
led on to disgorge their plunder, did all in their 
poMfer to embarrass and mislead the commission ; 
and lest their silence should be construed into an 
admission of the various charges alledged against 
them, they drew yp a defence of sir William 
Berkeley's administration, in which they took oc- 
casion to animadvert, with some asperity, on the 
conduct of the king's comniissioners. But this 
publication is remarkable for little else beside its 
querulous and peevish spirit;' and, as it was not 
calculaljed to make any material impression, no 
notice appears to have been taken of it by the par^ 
ties interested. 

An opposition, of a nature rnore alarming, and 
from a quarterwhere it wtis least expected, was en- 
countered by the comipission conjointly with the ^ 
governor. 'J'o enable the king's commissioners to 
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prosecute their enqiiirics with efect, it had been 

usual to give them tiie power to caU for persons 

1677. and papers ; and all persons were commanded) on 

their allegiance, to obey their requisitions. 
Commissi- 1^ conformity with these instructions, the com« 
oners apply missioners applied to the assembly for the inspec- 
, for^ assem- lion of their book5» and journals. We are not in- 
bly's jour- fonned whether diis application was made with a 
^' view to examine their judicial or legislative pro- 

ceedings. The assembly, as a court appellate, 
might have had cognizance of many of those cases, 
which fell under the jurisdiction of the cbmmis- 
sioners. Nothing could be more just .and equita- 
ble, than that all the light possible should be 
thrown on their enquiries. But the assembly, 
which are j^^^^s of their privileges, refused the applicationy 
refused, notwithstanding their personal respect for the 
members, and their entire approval of the object 
of the commission. It neither comported with 
prudence nor their dignity to submit their pro- 
ceedings to the agents of the king. It would serve 
as a dangerous precedent, which might hereafter 
be made use of to intrude on the privacy and in- 
dependence of their body, 
but are ta- '^^^^ conduct of the commissioners, on this 
keabyforce. occasion, did not correspond with their characters 
of peace-makers and restorers of the public tran- 
quility. Finding that the assembly would not be 
induced to sanction what they conceived a dan- 
gerous innovation of former usages, they forced 
the journals out of the hands of the clerk. 

Notwithstanding the military force with 
which the government and commission were sur- 
rounded, and the fears and despondence, which 
the late unfortunate rebellion had left on the pub- 
lic mind, the assembly resented this outrage, with 
a spirit and dignity, in perfect consistence w ith 
the character of their country, and die uoble ardor 
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<Jf their ancestors. They voted, that the power 

cjcercised by the commissioners, in the seizure of 

their original journals, ** could not have been 1677. 
granted by the king, because they fou^d that the 
same was no where practised by the kings of Eng- 
land;.. ..they therefore declare it a violation of 
their privileges, and insist on receiving satisfac* 
tion for this, and assurance that no similar outrage 
should be offered in future.^' When the circum- 
stances of Virginia are at this time accurately con- 
sidered, perhaps no avowal of privilege was ever 
more noble and spirited. 

There is reason to believe, that the jealousy 
t)f the assembly was not entirely without founda- 
tion. Since the government of the common w^ih, 
the king had evinced considerable solicitude re- 
specting the proceedings of this body. It has been 
seen at^ve, that sir Wm. Berkeley had been in- 
structed to procure the erasure of all acts and 
proceedings injurious to loyalty. The late unac- 
countable rebellion had probably revived these 
fears; and the journals were now demanded, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether there was any 
disposition to shake oflf their dependence on tlie 
parent state. 

It is difficult to conceive how Morrison, a citi- 
zen of Virginia, and for many years a member 
and speaker of Uic assenibly, should have been 
engaged in a procedure so ungracious and unpo- 

Eular : but the imperfect records of those times 
jave us wholly to conjecture on this and several 
other points equally interesting. Even the memory 
of th^s whole transaction/ had beeh irrevocably 
lost, but for a letter from tiie king to lord Culpep- 
per, near six years after : so mutilated and abrupt 
are the' records of the most interesting events, 
even in the only copy, which has survived. 
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The interior affiiirs of the coutitfy, being now 
sufficiently adjusted, the governor and comtnts- 
sroners proceeded to the consideration of Indian 
dfeirs; a subject, to which their attention was, 
with peculiar emphasis, directed by the commands 
rt the king and the apprehensions of dte people ; 
and whose neglect had been thought, more than 
any other cause, to have contributed io the late 
rebellion. An experience of seventy years had 
evinced tire fallacy of the prevailing opinions re- 
specting this pec^le. 

Notwithstanding their ignorance of the 
arts of civilized life, they were found to possess 
that courage and sagacity, which often enabled 
them to baffle the combinations of European im- 
provements. An invincible spirit of independence, 
a contempt of death, a thirst for war, an ardor and 
constancy in friendship and in hostility ; courage, 
patience, and sagacity : these were the properties 
of the North American.... and these were all the 
attributes of heroes. Their passions had hitherto 
prevented their doing justice to the character of 
this people; but the truth was dally manifesting 
itself, that the Indian was a man formidable alike 
by the powers of his mind and his body; and the 
absurd contempt in which they had hitherto afiect- 
ed to regard him, was rapidly giving way to sen- 
timents of apprehension and respect, 
SixNaUohs. The alarm excited by the Indians on the fron- 
tiers, was now increased by the inroads of the Five 
Nations;^ a foniiidable confederacy, whose em- 



* They call themselves Min^os, are cdled by the French 
Iroquois, by the English Five Nations, a'uljbytbe southern 
Indians Wassawomacs. The Scnecas, who live to the west ; 
the Mohawks, to the east ; and the Onondag^s between theni 
are the elder thbe6....the Cayugas and Oneydat are the 



j^ft^tf^Hled i^t the back« o^the Englisli settle- tVLhK 
Jt^&^t from the north of New England to Caro- _ ^ 
Jina^ eMfc the south ;. and westward, as for a$ the 72 
w^rs erf the Mississippi : a tract of eouiHiy, ex- 
ceeding twelve hundred miks in length, and six 
hu$^ed in breadth, Wherever these savage con- 
quepQFS aftpeared, the In^an nations terrified at 
l^eir e^brao^linary cour«*ge, an^ their high repim 
t9tioQ, retired before them ; and> it was^ owii^g to 
t3^Rf of their irruptions, that the Susqtieha?inas»aa4 
otiher n^itions at the head erf the bay, were obliged 
^ take refuge with the Piscataways and the faidiaii 
aUies of Virginia and Maryland, inhabiting k>w^ 
down-^h the Potomac, which was supposed to 
be the cause of Bacon's rebellion* This savage 
republic was, at this time, in close amity wi^h the 
English at New- York ; but the infiuenee of 
French jiesuits and missionaries, according t^ 
j^nie writers J or, as otliers will haveit^ the a^varic^ 
cpr n^fi^ai antipathy of the Dutch traders,t had in^ 
laired them with jealousies of the Vkrginians, and 
prompted them to hostilities. 
- Thjl advapt^s, which might be reaped from 
an alliance with this people were early t discerned!: 
j^ the French and English governments, and Aeir 



younger trilics. The* Monacans, or Tuscaroras^ v^ho wet e 
l^ken into the confederacy in 1712^ make the sixth oatiorw 
TheiNanticocks andConoies, who formeily lived at the head 
k)f the Chesapeake, the seventh. Jefferson'h JKotes, 

^ They earried t1)ei^a9m8 as far south as Carolina, tothtf 
Bo^ward ^New EBglaad, and as lar west as the Missi^p* 
jn. ^ ^ QoldcrhVoLIyfi.ZX. 

t 'CoWen's Five Nations. Vol. I. p. ST. 

\ Ibidem, p. 38. 
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friendship tvas sdught^vith an anxiety propdi-tioil*. 

ed to its importance ; and their chiefs were reccl^ 

1677. «^ vedat Albany with the attention due to ambassa- 
dors of sovereign states, and with those forms 
and ceremonies consecrated in their rqgSrd and 
estimation by immemorial usage. The gover- 
nor of Maryland, terrified by the late destruc- 
tive visits of this people, was preparing to 
make use of the influence of New York, to esta- 
blish a firm and lasting peace; and the govern- 
ment and commissioners now employed in esta- 
blishing che tranquility and securityof thecountry> 
could not easily overlook a people, whose war- 
riors, spread over a great extent of her western 
frontier, were able so essentially and vitaUy to 
affect her prosperity, and even her existence. 

But previous to any attempt of this nature, it 
M as necessary to open a treaty with the neighbor- 
ing Indians; and in this, rK)twithstanding the just 
grounds of distrust, which the coi^duct of Virgi- 
nia had excited amongst this people, they succeed- 
ed with less difficulty, by reason of the conster- 
nation occasioned by the dreadful irruptions of the 
Five Nations, 

Ar^Rizt'D df the present pacific disposition, 
deputies from the several tribes, as far north as 
the head of the bay, repaired to Middle Planta- 
tion, and concluded a peace on terms equally sa- 
tisfectory to all parties; and, until Virginia could 
Inake arrang:ementsfor dispatching commissioner^ 
to Albany, it was determined to solicit the atten- 
tion of Maryland, which was on the point of send- 
ing colonel Coursey,* as an envoy, to the Five 
nations, to take care of the interest oP- Virginia 
at the same time* 



Co^ca'bFive NciUQUs^ Vol. I. p. 38. 
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Me a kwh il £ the report of the peace had reach- €HAF. 
€d the remoter tribes, dwelling on the banks of ^' ^ 
the Susquehanna; and the commissioners^ pre- ^^77. 
vious to dieir departure, had the gratification of 
seeing thwir sachems arrive, in order to be inclu- 
dtd in the treaty. So completely had the terror 
of their Indian enemies extinguished in their 
minds all jealousy and animosity against the whites. 
The indisposition of the governor prevented the 
final ratification of this treaty ; but the principles 
having been prrviously agreed on, the commis- 
sioners departed, and, a peace* was concluded, p«.ace con- 
which was afterwards referrt^d ta in all discussions ciudedwUK 
and disputes in Virginia. the Indians 

Sir H. Jeffries, now left to himself, had to en- Intrie;ucsof 
counter the low mutterings and covert intrigues ^^c loyalists 
of the disappointed loyalists^ Actuated by a sin- 
cere wish to heal the wounds of the colony, and 
to restore to social intercourse that confidence, 
lyhich had received so violent a shock from the 
rancor of civil commotion, he forbore to notice 
this conduct, 90 long as they were content to con- 
fine their resentment to Idwering eyes, and sullen, 
and angry visages. But this mc^eration was mis- 
taken for fear or hypocrisy ; and their insolence 
rose into open reproaches against hi^ administra- 
tion, and gross personal invective.. 

It was no longer possible, consistently with 
his feelings as a gentleman, or the dignity of his 
office, to wink at these practi<:es ; and having sin- 
gled out one case of peculiar indecency, he round 
it necessary to interpose the authority of the laws 



• Each town, by the articles of peace^ pays three Indian 
l^rrows for their latid, and twenty beaver skins for proection 
^ifery year. Bewrie^^ 
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ir»77 
Case of 
Liidwell. 



"to ^tuAicite a tniscSiief^ which Hiigfat olfaet^Hse 
^SM^eli into open mutiny. » 

Philip Lu^well, whose Icrpl^andtxstinige 
in the capcore of 'Biand's squadroa» iias been -men- 
"lioned above, was^ so<wi aft^ the departure >of m* 
W. Berkeley, deprived of the office of colleetw, 
<m account of his violent and vindictiive conduot 
^urirHg the r0beHioii, He had sufiefied, as he al* 
kdged, coi^iderabte loss by the liicaFsions of 
<ieorge Wrfklale ; and, as the treaty with tfao^ 
insurgent was supposed to leave att the loyal But- 
ferers their remedy at ilaw, he bad sued him for«, 
cjonsiderable sum in 4lie county ocwrt of New- 
Kent* Walklate, astonished at a proceeding, 
according to bis <^nion, repugnant to the spirit; 
^f the tiieaty^ applied to the governor, ^hocgranted 
him a protection, and refused to Liidwdl the pro* 
cess of dedimus potestatem^ to ^enable him to 
make good his charges.^- irritated by a conduct, 
which, considerii^ his losses and servioes, be 
oons^idered m the highest degree ungrateful and 
arbitrary, fee gave vwy to the fury of his resent- 
ment, and uttered bitter reproaches inaU-cdn^pa* 
nies against the justice, >die honesty, and even the 
person of the governor* 

T'HE invectives of Ludwdi, as tli^y a{^)ear in 
evidence, contain a mixture of tiiies^ousand 
ludianous, and may net be urtinteresting, as they 
.give some idea of the state of manneps at this time. 
He said, /* tliat the governor was a worse rebel 
than Bacon, for he had broke the laws of the 
country, A^^ich Bacon never did.«.>tJ9at he was 
perjured, in delaying or preventing the execution 
of the laws, contraty to his oath of govtjmor.,;. 
tiiat he was not w^orth a groat in England.. ..and 
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Aat, if eyery fatifol fitde fellow, wilh a periwig, CHAP, 
that c£»ne in govomor to this couiitry, had iiijerty ^^^ 
to make the laws, as this had done, nis children, lerr. 
nor no man's else, could be ^>alie in the tide or 
-estate left them." 

Thjese <iharges the tgovernor laid before the 
^council; aiKi, inasmuch as Ludwdl was a member 
of this body, he forbore, in compliment to them, 
to <bmg Mm bclorc the bar as a criminal, on a 
change of treason ; and desired their advice as to 
die conduct, which should be observed on this 
pCKmsion. 

Th£ council, with a spirit of justice and mo- 
tderation, determined that the evidence fully esta- 
jblished-the several charges ; but, that ajury should 
te impanneHed. inasnsucl) as in no c^se ought they 
to be judges Md jurors. They urged, at the same 
time, the propriety of appointing a president pro 
tern.; for, sir W illiam Berkeley being absent, 
and the lieutenant 'governor not permitted to sit 
in the trial of his own cause, vdthout such ap- 
pointment, there could not, in their opinion, be a 
4air triaJ.^ 

Th^ governor having given his assent to these 
regulations, the case was lull) heard by a jury be- 
fore the council, sir Henry Chicherly jpresiding; 
and a veidict of guilty was brought in by the jury 
on all the charges. The counsel, for the governor, 
immediately moved, that the wliole proceeding 
should bt trarrsmiited to the king's. majesty and 
the lords of tlie privy council, that, according to a 
statuve of the 12th of Richard III. ihcy may advise 
of f onxe punishment proportioned to the offence. 
T his motion succeeded, and Ludwell was ordered 
to jSnd bail in one thousand pounds, to answer 
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CHAP, and abide the issue of the decision. LudvveB zip^ 
^' . pealed from this decision to the grand assembly^ 
1677. urging that such had been the known usage of the 

colony. But the court, after some consideration, 
evaded a direct opinion on this question, by or- 
dering, that the oiotion for an appeal should be 
transmitted, with the other proceedings, to die 
king and council for their advice.* They admit, 
in their order, that the irivarivtble custom in mat- 
ters of appeal was, ab had been stated by the de- 
fendant, and that there was not a single precedent 
to shake the authority of this usage ; yet, notwith- 
standing these admissions, which certainly deci- 
ded the point in favor of the jurisdiction of the 
assembly, they ordered, that he should find an 
additional security, of five hundred pounds, for 
his good behaviour to the governor pending the 
determination. 

In this argument, the parties appear to have 
changed sides. The governor, one of the com- 
mission for restoring tranquility, and securing the 
rightsf of the colonists, attempting to introduce 
the influence and prejudices of a remote, ignorant, 
, and unconstitutional power, to control or defeat 

the end of justice and liberty.... while Ludvveli, 
heretofore, the advocate of high handed and high- 
toned principles, and the accessary in a plan of 
sanguinary proscription, boldly and emphatically 
asserted the rights of the i>eopIe, and the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary. But siuch changes will 
excite little surprise in any one, even but slighdy 
acquainted with tlie subtle casuistry of the passions* 
It is certain, that the late commission, with 
much immediate benefit, did intioduce consider- 

* Ancitjnt records. 

t See Report of Commissioners, 10 AppendiJ^. 
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irblc mischief iti the colony. Independent of the CHAPi 
forcible seizure of the assembly's journals, which ^' 
has been relattd. ihey mingled in their report to 1677. 
the king several observa^^ions, calculated to pre- 
judice the political interests of the colony : and all 
the care does not appear to have been taken by ' 
them to guard against those arbitrary principles, 
which almost invariably succeed an unsuccessful 
lebellion. 

The death of colonel Jeffries, which happened lers. 
in the following year, devolved the governmenr Pcath of. 
<Mi sir H. Chicherly; and, in ordtr to attach a i^^?^\.. 
greatcr digmty tohis admmistration, a commis- cherly suo 
sion of lieutenant governor was. forwardt d by ceeds a* 
the privy council. The substance of the public lieutenant 
acts of his government are briefly but accurately governor, 
stated by Beverley. ' ' For the greater terror of 
the Indians he caused, by the advice of the assem- 
bly, magazines to be erectt d at the heads of the 
fpur great rivers, and furnished them with arms, 
ammunition, . and garrisons. An act was also 
passed for preventing the importation of tobacco, 
which Carolina and Maryland were in the habit 
of sending, for reshipment to England." This 
act has, I think, been censured on just principles, 
by this historian : *' For, had they,'' says he, 
*' permitted this custom to become habiiual, and 
thus engrossed the shipping, as would soon have 
happened, they could easily hive re^ulaled the 
tnttic of tobacco at any time, without the concur- 
rence of those other colonies, and without sub* 
mitting to their perverse humors as formerly." 

In the spring of the following year lord Culpep- i679. 
per arrived, as lieutenant and governor general of Lord Cul- 
Virginia, and brought with him several laws, P^\*?^^' »r- 
which the king, by the advice of the commissioi^ ^'^^^' 
crs, liad recommended to the attention of the ge. 
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pH'i^/ iffiteT assctftbly.** ButM*atcontribttted mon^d^ 
^' aoy other circuimtance to render hin^elf ^id hi*L 
^679. authority respected and agreeable, w^ aa act ot 

general and unqualified mde^MiHyy for aU f^Kmceal 
committed during the h^ rebellion ; ^nd vepam* 
tion was allowed to those^ who should be re- 
proached for their conduct on that oeca^oh.t. 

Nothing ftirnbihes a more striking proof o£ 
the state of public opinion, than the effects ascri- 
bed by tliis loyal historian u> this act : so true is, 
it, that we ought to look for a true picture of the 
s^te of manners and policy, not in the reflections 
of the historian, but the ficts^ which he Delates. 
Complai- In return for this seeming patriotism, the as- 
sanctrof the scmbly imagined thty could scarcely evince too 
assembly, much gratitude and complaisance. They appear^ 
desirous of showing, that though nothong was to 
. be gained from them by violence and pride, there 
was nothing, which they were not re^dy to bestow 
consisitntly with the interests of their constituents, 
in requital of kindness and liberality. 

This principle, noble in itself, is Babk to run 
into a dangerous excess in matters of nationai po- 
licy ; and ispften attended with the most injurious 
consequences. Where constitutions are unwritten, 
and not exactly defined in all thekr parts ; or, 
where, though toler^fbly clear on paper, the ma- 
gistrates are in the habit of exercising ^eir fimc- 
tions with a ccHisiderublc latitude of discretion, 
the indulgence of a legislature is often resorted to 
as a precedent ; and popular bounty arwi genero- 
sity thus become the means of creating and sanc- 
tioning severe exactions on themselves. 
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Ijr ^ preseftt case, thfewas certainly ^c ftct ; 
smd the assembly, by the favors bestowed on 
Culpepper, in the overflowing of a generous gra- 
titude, were laying up, for themselves and their 
children, ample sources of uneasiness and op^ 
pression. 

The first symptom of the compk^sance of Hiis 
body, appeared m an act for raising the public 
revenue, for the better support of the government. 
The duties enumerated in tjiis act, whose quan^ 
turn or duration before depended on the temper 
of the assembly, were now made perpetual ; and 
instead of the wholesome check, which formerly 
exited, by tl>e revision of the estimate and ex- 
penditure by the assembly, they were declared 
henceforth to be subject to his majesty's sole di* 
rection and disposal. 

An acquisition df so much importance to the 
king's prerogative was compensated by one equally 
liberal and unprecedented to Culpepper, to whose 
address it was principally ascribed. An additicMi 
of one thousand pounds was made to the salary of 
the governor, with one htkndred and sixty pounds 
for house rent, per annum. 

But the assembly were not satisfied with these 
substantial tokens of royal bounty, bestowed at 
their expence ; unless they were themselves inte- 
rested in his advancement. It had been usual to 
lieceive -presents of wine, liqiK)rs, and provisons, 
for the support of the governor's table, from the 
masters of merchant vessels : he procured the 
establishm^ of a regular duty,* proportioned to 
the tonnage, for every vessel, which entered or 
cleared out pf any of the ports, of Virginia. 
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CHAP. Havinc succ^ded in these important points, 

•*ss==aEB *^^ appeared nothing of sufficient interest to 

1680. demand nis personal attendance in the colony ; 

August ^ and he repaired* to England for the purpose of 

^^ ^d^l enjoying #he ample revenues of his office. The 

p&M^for *" practice otactiqg by deputy had, for forty years, 

England, been rarely resbrted to by the govemOTS of Vir- 

ginia. Every thing desirable to man might be 

easily procured within tlie colony. The richest 

wines of France and Portugal ; the sugar, coffise, 

and rum of the West Indies ; the oil and olives 

of Italy and iht Levant ; and the rich spices of the 

cast : these all, with the other various items o£ 

luxiuy, had long be^im to be relished by the rich 

land proprietors ; and the constant intercourse with 

. Britain enabled them, to procurfe them by their 

Inerchants in that country, or by tlie factors or 

masters of ships, which loaded and unloaded every 

where on the banks of the rivers. Nothhig was 

wanting but the sports, the wealth, the style and 

splendor of the mother country ; and these wants 

were amply compensated by the simple manners, 

the unaffected hospitality of the Virginians. It 

was, moreover, the intention of government, that 

the place of governor should not be a sinecure. It 

was Jusdy considered an office of trust and diffi. 

culty, and that the personal influence and autho- 

rity of the governor should be always at hand, to 

allay or repress the ferments of a jealous and high 

spirited people. It was supposed tliat the absence 



• Beverley, although he certainiyr had the use of the an- 
cient records of this comQion wealth, betrays a want of ipdus- 
try and attention in his statements, which seem to arise. from 
the want of genuine materials. Lord Culpepper remained ih 
Vit^inia, from the spring of 1679, to August, 1680, asap* 

S^ars by a report of the council of Virginia in 1682 ; and 
everley makes his stay fall short of one year. 
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of governor could be*only on some extraordinary 
and emergent ocsasion ; and even ttien, it had been 
usual to procure the permission of the king. Lord 
Culpepper did not wait for those formalities ; and 
his abuse of this precedent procured, widi the 
forfeiture of his commission, tt\c entire removal 
of a practice, at once so injurious to theauthcnri^ 
of the king and the interests of the colonj^ 

The government, during*the absence of lord 
Culpepper, devolved again on sir H. Chicherly* ' 
Previous to his departure, lord Culpepper recciv- 
<eda letter fifom lord Anglesey, keeper of the privy 
seal, andiclcven other noBlemen, acquainting him, 
*' that his majesty had be^n pleased to appoint them 
a committee of his privy council, for the inspect 
tion and man^igement of all affairs relating to the 
foreign plantations: and directed him and the 
council to transmit unto them quarterly, a parti- 
cular account of all matters of importance, whe- 
ther ecclesiastical or military, which shall concern 
the colony of Virginia ; and more especially, what 
shall be proposed, debated, or concluded, in the 
council, upon the framing and perusing of laws ; 
and the present state of the colony,, and the ob- 
structions in the course thereof; and this account 
to be signed by the governor and council/' 

It is not easy to discover the object of this 
committee* The desire to be informed of the 
obstructions to the trade and prosperity of the 
colony, seems to argue a wish to remove them in 
conformity with the several addresses of the as- 
sembly to; this effect, and the known wishes of the 
people: but their wish to be informed, '' more 
especially, what shall be proposed, debated, or 
i^oncluded, upon the framing and passing of laws,*' 
implies something like a desire of exercising an in- 
quisitorial power over the freedom of debate, and 
the independence of that body. The records state 




228 HISTORY or 

simply, the feet. For Ae motives and objects ^ 
the most interc'^iiHg measures of Aose times, wt 
1680. must be conoent with conjecture 

August 4. The answer of the council to this tetter, dis»- 
^^^^- patched after the departure of lord Cu^pper, is 

rem^kable for its conciseness and indifference* 
They state,, '*that the information demanded* had 
• been anrmallv transmitted to the secretary of state ; 
that lord Culpepper had carried with him exact 
copies of the. laws enacted during his residence; 
that the assembly had lately represented the state 
of trade; tq wluch they could add nodding, but 
that it was in a more declining condition.* 

They wrote at the same time to lord Culpep- 
per, acquainting him with this correspondence* 
They intreated that his influence might be used to 
procure a cessation in planting tobacco^ and that 
the soldiers might be paid off; there being no 
barracks and tlie peopk absolutely refu^ng to re- 
ceive them, notwithstanding the orders of govern- 
ment^ and that regular bilkts had been made out 
iot tWs purpose . f 
Discontent! M]p:AKWHiLB, the rapid depreeiatjon of tOf 
of the peo- bacco, added to the operation oS the commercirf 
?}«• restraints imposed by parliament, had produced 

a general dissatisfaction among the people. They 
had vainly attempted to apply a remedy to the for- 
mer evil; by procuring the co-operation of CiB*cdina 
and Maryland. This plan had foiled through the 
jealousy or avarice (if those governments ; and 
they were left to struggle with difficulties, which 
were daily accumulating, and of which they could 
see no prospect of termination. They could not 
even hope for the sanction of thei|f own govern- 
ment, whieh formerly approved a cessation. Other 
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inaxhns were now entertained by the cxecntive, 

more suited to tlie views of the conrt ; and the 

enquiry was not, what' would be beneficial to the lesi 
country; but, how will it dfect his majesty ^s 
revenue? 

Most of the evils, which had been complained 
erf during the rebellion, still existed; and it is not 
improbable, that the fires, which had been kin- 
dled by that event, were not entirely extinguish- 
ed; and that some of the embers lay concealed * 
tinder the fears of the people and their profession^ 
of loyalty, which required only a breath to blow 
them into a conflagration. 

Some of the best and intelligent patriots, how- . 
ever, deterred by well founded apprehensions of 
the power of the mother country, were resolved 
to persevere by way of remonstrance; amongst 
which number were a* majority of the council, 
and their influipnce and authority Were c(mstartt- 
ly exerted for the prevention of partial riots and 
insurrections, 

Some circumstances existed at this time, which 
rendered this care and vigilance ineffectual. A law 
had been enacted in 1680, which strictly forbade ^^ . 
all masters of ships to lade or unlade^ urrfess at ^^^^l^ *"^ 
stated places. This was done for the encourage- 
ment of towns, which had long been a favorite 
project of the colony. The" execution of thi^ law 
had been formerly defeated by difficulties^ grow- 
ing out of the circumstances of the country ; and 
it was now attempted to be enforced by penalties 
sufficient, it was thought, to guard against all fli* 
ture neglect and non-observance. 

Whatever be the policy of this measure, it 
was certainly, at this time, most unseasonable and 
injudicious ; and the attempts to enforce a strict 
tsxecution pf its provisions gave rise tp insurrcc- 
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tions, which wanted only a leader of equal talents 
to make them as formidable as that of Bacon. 

When the season arrived for shipping tobacco, 
the masters of ships, according to former'usage, 
disperse themselves, for the greater convenience 
of trade, over the rivers ; alledging, that their 
principal customers found it impracticable to 
transpoft their good? to tfie Aarts specified in the 
act ; and that there was neither reception nor shel- 
t^ for themselves or merchandize at those places* 
Informations were lodged against the delinquents 
by the proprietors of land contiguous to the mar« 
kets ; and as the prosecution was excited by men 
so deeply interested in a strict.obs^rvance of this 
law, they suffered qonsiderablc diflSculties and ex* 
pense; and many of them actually abandoned 
their voyage. The planters, prevented from sel- 
ling their crof)s, partook of the djsgust and resent- 
ment excited by these regulations,, ai^d all men 
beheld, with the deepest concern, the deplorable 
circumstances of the country, and the still: more 
melancholy presages of future disaster.* 

The first open expressions of discontent ma- 
nifested themselves in the counties of New-Kent^ 
Gloste/, and Middlesex,* where the people as- 
semblied, and drafted petitions to the deputy go- 
vcj-npr for the summoning an assembly. In otiher 
counties their proceedings were not conducted 
with i equal moderatio|i; and, sir H. Chicherly, 
alarmed at the symptoms oV insurrection, which 
every where appeared, and apprehending a recur- 
rence of those, scenes, of which he had been an 
eye witness and ft sufferer, J during the rebellion 

-. ■* ; ■ : — : — 

* Ancient recoitls. t Ibidem, 

\ Sec letter to earl of Oxford. 
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bf Bacon, thought it prudent to gratify the wishes CHAP, 
of the people ; and le§t h^ should be prevented 2s==s^b 
from executing a measure, which he deemed ex- l68i. 
pedient and ^utary, he did iiot take the advice 
of the council on this occasion. He was- aware, 
from past experience, of the baneful consequenced 
cf divfded councils. As he was determined on the 
step, he thought it more hcmorable to tike the ' 
whole responsibihy on himself; and/ashewas 
unwilling to admit them to a community in the • • 
iKMior, if the issue Wqp favorable, so he disdained 
to engage them as accessaries in the disgrace, 
which would not fail to attend an unproductive 
^nd ruinous concession. 

In this dispoisition, he summoned the assejn. 
bly, whichJiad been prorogued from the 15th of 
February, m the preceding year, to meet on the . 
18th of April in the following ; and he had the 
satisfaction to see, fliat this concession wiis at- 
tended with the immediate advantage of sooth- 
ing, for the present, the popular ferment. 

We know little of the character of sir Henry 
Chicherly. There is, however, considerable bold- 
ness and liberality in this concession ; and al- 
though the cotmcil thought proper to ascribe the 
succeeding excesses to this policy, there is no 
reason to doubt its immediate efficacy in stilling 
the discontents ^nd clamor? of tlie people. The 
king, indeed, had commanded him not to sum- 
Jnon the assembly until the 10th of November, 
1682,j at which ^inie lord Culpepper ^vas ordered ^ ^ 
to repair ft> his government.* ' 

Meanwhile the comnE^ssioners of the trea- Nov. so. 
sury signified the king's pleasure for paying and 
disbanding the two companies of iirfantry, and 
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CPAPi money tints sent, with a schedule annexed, to th* 
^* deputy, governor, Nicholas Spencer, Nathaniel 
t«Bi. Bacon, and Philip Ludwell, or any three of thcm^ 
to act -as a commission on tfiis occasion* 

The assembly, summoned by sir H. Chicherly^ 
^t length convened, and proceeded to the discus-p 
sion of the several subjects, whose importance 
had given rise to their call, and demanded theit 
most ^lirious attention* But instead of con«* 
fining themselves to the question of cessation, the 
speakers, as their fancies led them, launched out 
into the sea of general politics. The present me- 
lancholy state of the country ; the commerce 
crippled, its productions depreciated by a conspi^ 
r^cy of English merchants, and the u^ant of salu- 
tary laws; all confidence destroyed between tikic 
people and government ; these, and sufli like topics 
were handlal with a degree of heat, that augured 
a deliberate and determined opposition. Sir H- 
. Ghicherly was disconcerted by the turn the debate^ 
was likely to take, and the resolute manner of tha 
qppo^tion. He knew very well, that the picture of 
public distress was not too highly colored in th<i 
speeches of their orators ; but it was impolitic and 
daageroiis to agitate subjects, which would but 
enflame the passions of ttie people* and which 
could receive no efficient remedy, but from the 
returning reason and justice of the govenunent.^ 
Having vainly attemjJted to check tliis dispo« 
sition, he determined on an immediate dissolution 
of this assemWy, and in order to fix him in this 
resolution, he received an order from the king^ 
which although dated in Jauuary, 1681, did not 
come to hand until this time, forbidding him to 
call an assembly, nntij the 10th frf November^ 
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1682, at which period, lord Culpepper was direct- 
ed to rc|>air to hih government. Immediately on 

receipt oi chis oidtrv he dissolved the present as- ifisi* 
stmbly, and issued u proclamati^m, directing a 
new election, ai>d summo ling the burgesses to 
meet on the day dirt ctcd bv the king, ^®^' ^^* 

The solicitude displayed by the government of 
England respecting .the acts and pro :eedings of 
this body, affords tlie best testimony of their ge- 
neral spirit and intelligence ; and there is stispng 
reason to believe (hat even^o early as trasj 3ippre- 
hensious were entertained, that there existed a 
strong tendency towards independer^ee and repub- 
licanism in the North American Colonies. It is 
known with certainty, that these enlarges were 
mnde formally against Virginia not ten years after. 

It has been an universally received opinion, 
arising from tte want of an authentic history, that 
Virginia was distinguished for her invariabjp loy- 
alty, and her submissive and, tractable temper, 
during tlie greater part of htx colonial existence ; 
and it has been custoinar} to contrast her yieliiiri^ 
policy with the sturdy patriotism of New- Kngland. 
Nothing can be more unjust than this coro^ri- 
son, because nothing is more unti ue. Without 
derogating from the well earned Ilime of New- 
Jingland ; their noble ardor for liberty, their 
fiteady«ind animated resistance against force and 
corruption; the conduct. of Virginia, from the 
ftst n)omei;its of her existence* was ex^ctiy the 
opposite of what it has been represented; and al- 
though comparisons between confederate states 
are always invidious, she has no cause or motives 
to shun them, save those of friendship and affection. 

MeaJcwhile the people of several counties, 
having lost all hope of a cessation by the dissolu- 
tion .of the assembly, ran tiigether tumultuously, 
Ff 
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vM ^eccedea Mb ifee ^tir^ <testructioii of the 
^_^^_^__ tdbateco J^fenls in the bfecls, before they ^wsre trans* 
1681. pteited. ITwir jtoceedings were 90 timed, that 

flie steatdKm was too felr aedvanced to make good tfee 
fciss by ^ed ; attd as the culture i»f sweet scertted 
' tobacco was almost exclusively confitwd to Vir- 
giniia, Wiey directed their efibrts peculiai4y to the 
destructiPOfi df this «(Hti 

Sik M. Chiche^ly, by rtie advice of the council, 
Hfeued scveriil proclamitiowt against the riotefs ; 
but dS the paflrties, ^according to the report (rf the 
council, y/efe generally poor and Ignorant, it was 
fflfet thought prudtnt to proceed s^nst Acm by 
a legal inquiry. 

WiiiLsT dtiese events were passing, lord Cul- 
pepper arrived, and shcwdy ^ter the assembly 
convened, agreeably to notice. The arrival of a 
goveffiOY Would, at any tiwie, be Sufficient to ex- 
^te cOfiEsiderabte curiosity: but in the present 
circiiinstances. it was regarded with anxiety and 
scAcitude^ He nvight be the herald of peace and 
Hb^rty ; fflid was, jjerhaps, authorised to take off 
the grifCYcWs sbM^les,- whicfh had loaded their 
cdmifterce and pasyfefcd their industry. They 
knew HCtle of the personal charJicter of liis lord- 
stiip: btit their ccmduct, during his former resi- 
'defice, was such as to give him content, ahd to 
impress him with a favorable opinion of their 
manners and liberality. It ^Vas not improbai:^, 
that he had not been insensible rf this condnia; 
and had made a favorable report to the king. But 
thtir past experience had taught them what little 
reliaiice shontd be placed on the ^ng^s s^rants ; 
ad^ diat a bare suggestion from their ma^er easily 
efiaced the-decpest impressions of colonial bounty. 
The late riots added to the public anxiety, frofli 
an apprehension, tim they would aervc as a»pre« 
text for the introduction of arbitrary measures ; 
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and from a conviction, that ttough tj^ faint eteli- CHA^, 
ings of gratitude soon disappear from the mipd -g-^i--^ 
of a courtier, revenge, and thq spirit of oSbpde^ Wt9. ** * 
pride, indent deeply and in^elib^ their s^pg^ine 
lines on his memory* 

The countenance and deportment of the go^ 
vernor were thought to have lost that e^sy smil^ 
. and bending condescension, which he wore during 
his first visit* They knew not that the ftice 6f a 
courtier is as much .at his command as his wardr 
robe, and that he can put on a new fiiqe to §ui}: 
the particular ehajficler and. situation: and perr 
hkps they had forgotten that the easy simplicity of a 
former assembly had put it out of their power to 
keep him in good hugior, by regulatiiig the es- 
sential article of revenue. 

Every moment's observation took something 
from their hope;^, ^nd encreased their apprehen- 
sion. After the first cold fpripalities of good breerii- 
ing were exchanged with the public functionaries, 
his manners settled down into a severe and gloooi^ 
dignity. He demanded of the council, in the ns^me 
of the king, a strict ^count of their administra- 
tion in his absence ; and insiniiated» in language 
not difficult to be understood, that to them, must 
be ascribed the discontents a»d disorders of the 
people. The delay of the ships destined for Britain, 
as affecting the commerce and revenuesof the king, 
was^ a topic on which he enlarged wi4^ peculiar 
animadversipn. He threw out dark and mys- 
terious hints of the consequences of such conduqt, 
and declared his determination to punish with the 
utmost severity, all those misguided men, who 
had dared to fly in the f^e of their sovereign. 

His deportment towards the assembly was Speech if 
somewhat less offensive : but still fiu* removed Culpepper 
from his forrafcr conciliating affability. He dwelt to assembly 
on the king's goodness, in causing the soldllrs to 
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CHAP, be disbanded at their request, atid in jOTantinghina, 
^' , authority to raise the value of the currtntcoin, in 
1681. conformity with the wishes of a former assembly : 

in addition to these marks of royal generosity, he 
noticed the king's desire, expressed to liis coun- 
cil of Virginia, to be iiiformed of the state of tlie 
colony, and of those disabiliries, which obstructed 
its advancement, in order, as he inferred, that he 
might know where to apply the healing hand of his 
royal mercy and clemency. The coiiduct of the co- 
lonists, lie was sorry to add, did not seem to merit 
those concession* ; afnd he was*commanded by his 
majesty to demand, that a declaration ol a Ibrmer 
assemUy, respecting the sei2fure of iheir joinniils 
by the commissioners, during the government of 
Herbert Jeffries, should be expunged from their 
records, as highly unwarrantable and derogatory 
to his majesty's prerogative : and that a bill be 
proposed to the assembly condemning that pro- 
ceeding, and declaring the full right of his majesty 
and his officers to call for all the records and pub- 
lic journals, whenever they shall think It necessary 
for his royal service. ^ 

Opposition^ The assembly, in their reply to this address, 
in assembly expressed their gratitude for the concessions, 
which had been alluded to. But in discussing that 
part, which spoke of the king's permission to raise 
the value of the coin, a warm opposition arose ; 
and, on tsiking the question, a great majority wer^ 
against the exercise of this power by the govemon 
It was contended, by the opponents of this mea- 
sure, that the exercise of a povyer so dangerous 
would be carried into a precedent, and tlrat future 
governors would think themselves at liberty to 
follow so seducing an example; thcit specie, which, 
in a country without credit, was essential to com- 
merc^ would be, under this regutStion, but as a 
fcathlr blown about by the breath of a governor j 
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ana uiu. aic people would have tio certainty of the 

value of the coin, which ^as dfeposited in their 

chests or in their pockets. They stated, that the I68I. 
legislature, whose duty it was to enact all laws for 
the regulation of commerce, both in law and rea- 
son, was the cmly proper organ for the exercise of 
this power. 

A BILL was accordingly introduced for regu- 
foting the rates of the different coins current in the 
colony;* but the governor stopt short its progress, 
by insisting, that this power was a part of the royal 
prerogative, which had never Ijefore been called 
in question ; and he declared his determination to 
reject any bill, which the burgesses should pass 
on this occasion, as an attempt to invade the just 
powers artd^rerogatives of the king. The usual 
mddd was by proclamation, and this mode he was 
determined immediately to a<iopt, without any 
counsel or concurrence of their body. 

The proclamatictfi was^ accordingly issued, rais- January 3 1 , 
ing the value of crowns, rix dollars, pieces of ^"^fl^^^^^p- 
dght, from five to six shillings ; half pieces, to l^^^^ ^y^^ 
three shillings ; quarter pieces, to eighteen pence ; proclamati- 
and the New-England coin to one shilling; and on. 
declaring, that money tendered at this rate shall 
be deemed a lawftil tender ; except for the duty 
of two shillings per hogshead on tobacco^ the quit 
ranits, and other duties payable to his majesty, and 
for debts contracted for bills of exchange. 

However the question of prerogative shall be 
decided, this mode of exercising it was certainly 
in the higest degree illegal and arbitrary. To ex- 
cept his own salary and the revenues of the king, 
from the operation of a power exercised contrary 
to the judgment of the legislature, and in the midst 
of great public distress, bespeaks a baseness and 
meanness, of which there are not many examples. 
These exceptions, in fact, amounted to a new tax; 
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CHAP, and in this light tbiey wereccmsidcred by the pea-" 
m „ y* I pie, who insisted on jAying their duties with the 
JG8K coin, at its staaidafd value, in defiance of the ex- 

ceptions of the procl^fnation*. 

The governor was un wiUii^ to try the questicMi 
of law before any erf the courts in Virginia. Th^re 
was something too shartiekss in the transac- 
tion, even for him, to permit it to be discussed 
and canvas^d with the freedom and severity of a 
kgal scrutiny. In tbisdilemma, whilst he<iiras yet 
balancing between the fear of shame wd the loss 
of revenue, he hitt>n an expedient, which he fondly 
Reduces it imagiaed would remove his embatrassment. By - 
toils rormer a, new proclamation he reduced the rates of the 
Standard. ^^ ^^ ^.j^^j^ former starakrd. > 

The arguments of the assembly, ^Bifgainst this 
stretch of a pretended prerogative, were now en- 
forced and confirmed, and their predictions fully 
verified : and «11 disinterested men beheld j with 
concern, how little respect yms had to laws or 
charters, to natural justice or common decency, 
when they chanced to interfere with dieav^u^ice of 
- the king and his governors. 
^ It is suggested by BeveHey, Aat money had 
been put into -his Iwdship's hknds for the paying 
of the soldiers, and that when Ms project was ripe 
for execution, he issued the proclamaftion, and 
payed them with light pieces of eight, which he 
had provided for the purpose. But ttus could not 
have been. The money destined for this object 
was never in the hands of his lordship, but of a 
special commission ; and I find, by a letter of this 
1682. * comn^ission to the lord* of the treasury, that' they 
had paidofFthe two first companies, in obedience 
to their directions, at a time, when his •lordship 
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was^ hc^ in the cdteaiy. I am tocmisl confirmed in CHAP. 
my opinioa of th^ incbrcectness of this statement, -^a-X' 
hy obsisrving this historian's inaccuracy respect- i68i. 
ing the dates of the principal events of Uiis admi* 
iU3tratik>n.. He makes the alteration in the coin to 
lake ptace in 1680 ; whereas, the king's instruc- 
tion is dated the 27th of January, 1681, and tlie 
f>roelamation was not issued until the 31st of Janu- 
ary, 1683.* 

It do^ not appear that the aseembly sat for any 
considemble time : the rjecc^-ds of the colony being 
entirely silent respecting their proceedings. In all 
probability the governor was glad to free himself 
from their importamities by a dissolution. This 
was a safe and ea^y wj^y to silence the voice of 
freedlem, and we find that it has been resorted to 
on every occasimi since th^ year 1676. Although 
the government ivas certainly nuor^ arbitrar}^ since 
that period, the assemblies also displayed greater 
spirit and opposition : and both these facts, which 
in their nature differ from each other so widely, 
»re proved by the frequenf and sudden dissolution 
of assemblies. It is worthy of remark, that' the 
Baiae power was incessantly exercised about this 
time in Massachusetts, to break the spirit of op- 
position in their assemblies : and, perhaps, t<^the 
influence of this part of the prerogative alone it iis 
to be ascribed, that die parent state was able for 
«o long a time to preserve her authority in her 
colonies. In a limited monarchy, thit power alone 
is susEcient for the destruction of liberty ; unless 
thcrq be an efficient check in the legislative right 
4o raise supplies. Tlie people of Massachu- 
isetts had been wise enough to retain in their hands 
4J^ whole of this power, and they were therefore 
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CHAP. less exflN^scd tD» or a&cted fap suddca di^dif^ 
^' tioiu. The mad prodigaliQr of the Virginians had 
I6du impaired the counterpoise to the executive power; 

and they had no noeans to parrjthc sudden stn^e 
of prerogative, ufiless when the pec^le, enflamed 
with sudden fnry, broke out in insurrections with-* 
out concert, and consequently without e&ct* 
GoTcmor's The governor now left to the exercise of func-* 
severity to tions purely executive, proceeded to a severe en- 
plantcut- quiiy into the late insnrrectioo* The king had 
^^"' instructed him, thai: the plant cutters, and their 

instigators, ' came properly within the purview of 
the statutes relating to treason, and had cquuiuUkI- 
ed, that the rioters should be progeeded against 
by the attorney- general, s^ punished with the 
utmost severity. '» 

The jails contained sever^of these uphappy 
• men, who daily harassed the council board with 
petitions and remonstrances agakist the length 
and severity of their confinement. Previous to the 
arrival of lord Culpepper many liad been dismis$-v 
ed, on their assurance of penitence, and the pro- 
mise of a peaceable demeaiior ; and it scented to 
be the opinion of the deputy governor and ,the- 
council, ^at it was more conducive to humanity 
an4^ pohcy to avoid, in the present distresses of 
the country, sanguinary prosecutions. But it did 
not comport with the dignity of lord Culpepper 
to enter into any compromise with men, whcHfU. 
his majesty 4iad branded with the ej^ilhet of trai- 
tors ; and the attorney general was immediately 
directed to proceed against them. . 
Robert Be- 1'he vengeance of tiie government was prmci- 
vcrley. pally pointed against Robert Beverley, clerk of the 
house of burgesses. This.man^ possibly (he same, 
who acted, during the late rebeflion, with so much 
activity and success for the restoration of sir W. 
Berkeley, it has been seen, refiisedto pfoduce to 
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thr iMRincil hoard tie joraiiaJa of the asgtemHjr, CHAPi 
suad wjufc ordered into custody fiswr what they term- ^> ^^,^^^ 
td the iasAtcoce and ceaiunaacy of bb. cetidttct. i68i 
Awsu^ that he would every whseire be regar^ted as *-<^ ^**^ 
a victim to tyranny, it was mt thonght siafe to ^^^^ *^ 
confine him on shore, and he was ordered WBdci May &• 
the care of the sberiffof Middlesex and a guard to be 
taken oo board the Duke of Yc^^ a Bntish sbip^ 
ait ths6 tiine lyiog m ti^ riven His confi.nemait 
Was thought a favorable juctcture to get posses^ 
siott of the journals, and a comiDittec of che coun^, 
eil was af^iiited, consistuigof Ralph Womdi^, 
Matttew Kemp, aiid Cteistopher Wormky, to 
iekie the assembly^ papers in the possession of 
Beverley, and' to break open doors if they were 
fe^ed. The sa^ciQ^ of £everky 1mA foreseea 
t^is event, and secreted the papers. A ww carder 
was n^dr, directing thact he should be delivered 
by the eapt^iin of the Duke of York to captaiii 
JeH'ies, commissioner of the CoiFicord, aifid a strong 
guard was appointed to prevent his- esoaspe^ 

1j .was hoped, by this detail of persecution,, to 
be^ him to thek puarposes* But they kadtadeal 
with a man,,^ who giforied m his suffering, aod^ 
whose Sj[)irit rose in proportioni to«the efibrts Ubcd 



• The stoty of this man"i gwfltfrhir5?«i hear* some Hk^iicss 
t€^ tbe case of Wiikea. Every fact aet dbwn in Che accouBt of 
|lK2se tona^ extraonftnary as it m&y s^m^ is to be found ia 
the aBci^Rt fecopds.oftbis dtajte,Dow in my possession ; and 
which* after the convplelion of this work,shaIU by pern\issioii 
bf Mr. Perkins, to^ whose fiiendship I am indebted for their 
perusal, be depositeil in the cow>cil cho.n>ber, Ibr tile in^^ec*- 
tion of th< ciArioiiti. T& these volumes^ we are iofdeb ed for a 
klioirk^^e of eiients» for tnop^ than a century, which other* 
wta»W(mld have been lost; and which, though they exhibit 
nothing splendid, will be regarded by America as a curious 
piece of antiquity. 

Gg 
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CHAP; to subdue it. He peremptorily rdiised to comply- 

^' with their requisitions ; alledg^ng» that " his mas- 

1681 ters, the house of burgesses, had alone the right 

Lord Cul- to make such a demand, and that their authority 

WTOr ^^ alone, on this occasion, he durst or would recog* 

nize or obe)." 

He was inimediatelysent on board captain Cus« 
tis's sloop, in order to be imprisoned at Accomac* 
From Custis's sloop he escaped, probably by the 
connivance of the sheriflFof York ; was retaken, at 
his own house at Middlesex, and ordered to be 
brought before the governor and council at James- 
Town. His spirit roused under persecution* The 
board repeated their requisition, and received the 
same steady and determined reftisal ; and he was 
remanded on board Custis^s sloop, to be impri- 
soned, agreeably to a former order, at Accomac. 
16^85 The voice oi Beverley was heard fix>m his pri- 

Sept. 25. g^,,^ jjg demanded, as a matter of right, agreeably 
to the laws of England and the colony, that a writ 
of habasas corpus might issue in his behalf, to the 
sheriff of Northampton* The council rejected this 
demand, on the absurd plea^ that the whole pro- 
ceeding had been referred to the king for his ad- 
vice, and that his pleasure was not yet known on 
this subject. So little were the members of the 
council versed in law or constitutional liberty, 
that, although in general well affected to the inte- 
rests of the people, and no wise disposed to en- 
courage an undue influence ^n the king or his 
governors ; they saw not the dangers, which would 
result from their impolitic and illegal persecution, 
and that their own interests were inseparably con- 
nected with those of the burgessesi It is highly 
probable, that their dispute with the house of 
burgesses, during the session of 1680, left some 
traces of pique and resentment on their minds ; 
and that they took advantage of the precedeut 
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of 1679, to humble the pride of their antago- 
nists. 

There was, in reality, little ground of jealousy 1683 
On the present occasion. By the constitution of ^^^ ^^^' 
their body, they had a decided superiority over ^^^ ^^ 
the ill-defined, de^iultory, and short lived privi- 
leges of the assembly. They \^ere presumed to 
be always in session, and to hold thtir offices dur« 
ingUfeor good behaviour; while the members 
of the assembly, suddenly assembled, and as sud- 
denly dispersed, presented only a pale and fleeting 
image of authority. 

Meanwhile Beverley was again at large, in 
defiance of the authority of the council ; and no 
one was able to explain the time or the mode of 
his liberation. He took no care to conceal him- , 
self; and the council, to save their pride, coiv 
ceived themselves obliged to take notice of a cir- 
cumstance, which perhaps, they had otherwise no 
objection to tolerate by connivance. 

A NEW order was accordingly issued, that Not. lu 
** Whereas, the petition of Beverley, with the ^^^^' 
other proceedings in his case, had becii forwarded 
to the king fqr his advice, and no s^nswer had as 
yet been received thereon, and that to proceed 
upon the charge against him woiild speak a want 
of duty to. the king, and of respect to ]iis excel- 
lency the governor, whq was daily expected ; and 
die board being informedj that the said Beverley 
was at that juncture at large, which might prove 
inconvenient, they order him to be taken iniocus- 
tod) of ttie sheriff of James City, by him to be con- 
veyed back again to the sheriff ol Northaniptoii." 

Beverley received the information of this 
order with the utmost indifference. He appeared 
to consider his sufferings as honorable proofs of 
his devotion to the rights and privileges of the 
peopiei and he would not ?Ycn get out oi the waj 
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oTIiis f)urMers. He h^ped^ miA not witfaouti 

sou, that a persecution carried on, on one ^ 

1683 with so muchTmeor^ and ito -tittle regard t o iiho rty. 

Lord Cal" ^nd sustained by him with a^oom^tanc^ :Md4Q3do(^ 

^S^ ^ ^^^^ appeared to 4cfyAeiiiaIigiiky<rfliis«ie^ 

tnies, would not f<Hl lo fpocure for Um ji general 

^} mpat)^ ; ^^ ^at die spirkof the assembly, ak> 

Teady 4)igh> would fee roused to ^ vindicaticm «!* 

Jtheir former pri^^ges ^^d conse^^uenoe by 1m 

example, tie was ^mstimed by these t«|^ oon- 

sideraticms, which furnish, m reaKty, the true tse>- 

cretoftheconstanc^ ofm^yn>; an4bepnepa!radto 

. enoount^r with alacrity the new damgers to^vhich 

4ie might besubjecied,by the ma6ce<^his^eftefl^^ 

«nd those of the constitution. 

Meanwhile Ae execiition of the lender of 
t^ouncil was attendtd with dificulties, wliich ex^ 
ercised anew the padienceof that body. The ve»* 
sel, on board of whidh Bewriey had been {mt 
to be transported to Aocomac, was confined on tfiis 
«tde the bay by <:ontrai^ winds, and the i^eriff of 
York . was directed, by a new order, to take hilfh 
' in charge, and secure him at such place as lie 
should deem fnost<Kmvement, until Jie was tiien€ie 
remanded. 

The H4^ole history bf this f vent mesats some. 
thing of the appearam^ of a romance ; and when 
it comes to be kmmn, that not a singte iract of i^ 
is to be found in any of the historians of VirgiJiia, 
it will l^ many well meaning men be thought to 
be foisted iti for the pi^rpose ot enlivening tte lati- 
guor of a dull and spiritless stettment of facts* 

On the arrival of the goveriKM-, tfae persecuikjtn 
against Beverley assumed a regular a«d 'legal 
. shape. It was judged prudent' to proceed ^ 
grounds less exposed to objection and reproach 
than had been formerly thought sultcieiit ; land 
h^ refusal to deliver cop^ of die ^m^etets^^ 
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Jcmniais was Tmw made Bubordiwarte tb chas^»e» tif CMA». 

a ^higher and fesrame serii9aasinatuxse. The accasatkm ^^ - , , 

<:onsisted lof ttntee faead^, idz* «bat lie ibad broken ^ 683. 
«^icn pubKc tetters, directed to* dae secretary's ^^-**^ ^^* 
<3ilce, witfc <ftK writs ^dosed for cadling sen as* ^^^[ ^^ 
sembl}^ m Aprit i'682, <and tMk on bim tbe eK^ 
icflncisiejof WiJttpart ofihe gtrvermneat, wiiidi'betemigs 
ta thetisecret^ry^s office, itmd was contrary toiiis; 
4liat he hsid^msiAc mp i^e joumaL, and inserted his 
onajest^ *&:letter8therein,^bmngfirstt€ominunicated 
•to^ hooseof bui^essles at thoir^orc^ion) after 
'their prorogation; and that he had refused to de* 
liv^ooi»es of llle journal of tbe house of burgesses 
in i682» ?to ^the lieutenant govemcMr and council ; 
-sayii^, *' that he mighrt not do it without leave of / 
tiis wa«i3ers*''^ 

"Notmitr^a^TAvntvc ^aH the time and ingc- 
^mity, wfM^ch had been tcmplloyied in collecting 
-«attwr for accusation against him, these were all 
<the &cts, <or ipnetiefided focts, <3hey were able to 
fcring fotwarid^ and there is litrie difficulty in be- 
lieving:, w4)en we consider l4ie history of his per» 
secution, and the arbitrar}^ principles of the execu- 
tive, that the two first were introduced merely to 
justify the illegality of their former proceedings, 
and to cover the weakness and violence of the 
prosecution. 

The attorney- general was instructed, that by a January isi 
decision of the king's counsel at law, the offence 
of the latp rioters could be brought under one of 
the statutes of treason, and he was ordered to pro- 
ceed against Somerset Davis, John Cocker, Bar- 
tholomew Austin, and Kichard Bay ley. Thtse 
men were immediately taken into custody, and 
their trials set for the fourth day of the ensuing 
term. 

Freed from the bold and vigilant censorship 
pf the assembly, lord Culpepper stretche4 the 
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CHAP^ powers and privileges of his office to the utmost- 
^ pitch of leiision; and he found coadjutors but too 

1683. pliant or too dastardl} in the members of his coun- 

Lord Cul- cil. It is difficult lo explain the principles on which 
vernor ^^' these men acted. The greater numbrr were na- 
turalized and rooted to the soil. Most of them 
were bom in the country, and all of them had 
abandoned the hope, and even the wish, of d>i ng 
in Briuin. Their interest was essentially connect* 
ed with that of the legislature and the colony. 
The members of the present council, in particular, 
had occasionally betrayed unequivocal s) mptoms 
of public spirit. They had seconded the popular 
wishes for a cessation, by intreatin.^ the sanction of 
lord Culpepper to this project, and they h id sup- 
pressed the late insurrectioji without bloodshed. It 
mij^ht be supposed, that such men would have but 
small inducements to become accessaries to a go- 
vernor, who vir^ited the country after long intervals, 
like a swallow, and. wiQ, in a short time, would, in 
all likelihood, aijandoi it for ever, in a scheme for 
enslaving their country men and their postenty. 
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// ha9 been eonceixftd a better arrangement^ immediately to tub* 
join the docmnenta on which the author haft coniftiitd his tiar- 
ration of Bacon's Rebellion^ than to reserve them for an ah* 
pendix. They nmll fumif*h a more convenient reference^ and 
they are of such unquestionable authority^ thaf^ though diffrr* 
ing toto c7t\Q from every account of this singular event they 
will produce inim dia*e conviction cf their authenttcity. Pir* 
hafis in a different arrangement^ their importance xvotUd be 
merged in the mass of other matter, 

SIR, 

VIRGINIA is, at this point of time, under the ?:reatest CHAF. 
distractions, that it hath ft It since the year 1622, when ihe V. 

Inriians in one night murdered «o many, that they left not 



500 alive in the whole colony. At this time the Ifidians seem ^ * , 
to have all conspired, as the others have done near New- J^^.??" * ^^ 
Engbnd ; and the present danger of this place is the greater, p*"'*'^* 
because of their discontents among themselves, w,hich are p^, 'i*? j 
grown to so great a height, that, for the defence of the colony ^"*^* **"** 
against the Indians a b dy of about 500 men are in arms, 
without the g vernor's commission, (who denied one to them) 
•. ..setting forth a declaration ")f the^r dangers and their griev- 
ances, and taking no notice of the proclamation se .t from 
the governor to forbid them and suppress them. They are 
headed and led by persons of the greatest quality here, which 
was wanting to them in 1674, when they wci*e supprtist by 
proclamation aiid advice of some dis reet persons, that had 
then an influence over them ; which is now much otherwise, 
for they are conducted by one mr. Nathaniel Bacon, who 
was lately one of the council, and many other gentemen of 
good condition ; so that it may he feared the enemy will 
make great advantage of these disorders in the govemmentf 
which already wants that reverence that should enable it to 
protect itself and the publick The heads of the declaration, 
the names of the persons er gaged, and the jotirnal of their 
proceedings, are here omitted ; because, sure those gentle- 
llien^ who are employed as commissioners from the governor^ 
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CHAP, and conneil to bis majesty, win be able and ready to reiife-^ 
V. sent all the particulars of these unhappy proceedings,, which 
may be the ruin •£ Ihe nm9t bepeficia^ flamation, that be- 



^ * , longs to bisi majiciM-y's crvwn^ ifihe fgpod prpvidance ot God 

JCKicon 8 re* jji^^uj^ ^^j piev nt it, by remitting this people and reinforc- 
Dellion. j^g ^1^ government, which is principally charged to be the 
occasion of this defcetio»b^ the discontented party, who, 
perhaps, are much the greatest number. They complain, 
that great taxes are imposed upon them every year, by ways 
iFeryoneqMii; fa^nni^ tfccfn. tevy Imanly by the p«4 wlien> 
by th« peeiep a«rt are «i U»e hcttmat ccodiisttft^ «h» hmng 
nothing but their laJ air Ux maiiuaifi. tbtmsclves^ mw^%i and 
children, pa)f as deeply to the pubUck; as he thai hath 20,pOO 
acres. One principal occasion of these levies i^s said to be^the 
f^ien meeting of the assembHes, and the very great allow- 
snce to them that were as members c^ it ; every burgess be- 
mg allowed 130 lb». tobaccO' a day, front the time mey get 
&om. bowe^ besifks attawaocea §ot their maii ami horses^ 
(for which they commonly charge the ceunHry with a hun- 
dred pounds of tobacco more) which, b/the charge of e\ery 
county, amount to 500 lbs. of tobacco daily, for their tw^ 
burgesses, tbo' many of tha^ counties an» soaimO tHat they 
have net above 500 Uthabbs, and sonj^nft m naany. And^ 
as a greater weight to this burthen^ they fcrllMrr complatni 
that their burgease*^ do give to (lie govcimar aj>di other great 
ment gifts, which are alsa kvied by tlie pell, besides what is 
laid upon the people by the assemblyyby Uw nameof Ibe ptih* 
lick levy ; and the justices of the peaee fpr caffh ^ouftiy {hf 
some sort of authority they prelead tu) by an avbilMVf tao^ 
which commonly exceeds Uie publick l«vy i liar which camca 
(as is said before) the people bc§^R to tmMiy m 1074. At 
this time diacontents are stronger gcoiMH and the parlies dis» 
contented are more numerous aa4 much raoaer coiotdeqabie ; 
so that the most prudent counsel and appHcalioAs a*e «u>st 
necessary at tbUtixne ; bai.it seenos here to be very imlihelgr 
that the authority and power lodged m the aged 90%f«f nor and 
Vis divided council, are abl« to appear and si^tlrtlMB^ sea- 
sonably and efieciuatty, without the s^raciousassiatance of his 
majesty and bis connctls, which may pef^apa be epporlanti^ 
done. Whilst those persons are attending his naajesly> wiba 
are imployed hence by the govenu>r» s^nf solier men here 
are of opinion^ tliat bis majesty may easily do t)naga> which 
will certabily tend to the quiet and sattsfectien of hisiptapit^ 
by a few concesuons and directiuMi. 

I. Bt confirming every man's pcopetty to^tha ptasettt poir 
sessors and their heis^ by a po«i«r iHidav the hcead aea^* 
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2 By enlarging their liberty, in declaring, that all such CHAp. 
j^s are bom there, shall be free born subjects of England, to V 

all intents and purposes. ^ ■ g? 

3. 1 HAT the act for wages of burgesses be made to ex- J^' ^' ^ 
tend no further than the statute doth in England for the ^*{:?" * *^' 
pferliament men there.' bellion. 

That the tax of 'is. a hbgsS ad, upon every hogshead 
of tobacco, be closely applied to publick charges, it being' 
Supposed Sufficient to discbarge also the wages of the as* 
sembtymen, and other necessary txpences of the govern- 
ment; the law expressly appointing, thfi. after the go- 
vernor is paid his salary, the remainder is to be appli- 
ed to other uses of the publick ; and no allowance is gi- 
ven by that law that any part of it shall be given away: 
and if at any time it shall appear, that the necessary charge 
of the government sh|kli exceed the tax of 2s. per hogs- 
he^, that then it be levied by a land tax, which seeiTis 
to be most equal imposition, and will generally take off ^ 
the complaint of the people. . although, perhaps some of 
the richest sort will not like it, whp hold a greater propor- 
tion of land than they actually plant ; who may then, by 
an expedient very beneficial to the countryv'iay down part 
of those lands, to be taken up by such as will employ it ; 
by which means the country will be inhabited, and the king's 
customs increased, and the people, living near together, 
be better enabled in their defence against the common ene* 
my the Indians. 

Such considerations as these are. amongst many sober 
men here, and may, perhaps, be worth the considering by 
such as have the care of his majesty's interest in England ; 
because his majesty's revenue from hence, which is esti- 
mated at more than a hundred thousand pounds yearly, 
must hold or be diminished according to the security, 
peace, and prosperity of this place, from whence so beneficial 
a crop is to proceed and flow into his majesty's treasury. 

The account of. disorders in Virginia, in a letter"] 
to Mr. Charles Berne, from Mr. Bland, coUec v 
tor of the customs J 

From James-Town, dated April 20th, 1676. 

HEMORANDIXM. 

A COMPLETE charter was granted, and passed the of- 
fices, -but the ne\^s of Biicon's rebellion stop'd it in the 
Hamper office, and my lord Culpepper being appointed go- 
vernor on the death of sir William, obtained, that this poojP 
charter, which we have; only should be granted. 

Hh 
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CHAP. A Review Brenane and Conclusion^ dnwn f^om the fofe* 
V. going narratirci t)eing a summaiie account of the late 

.--- * rtb.-ilion in Virginia. 

^^ ' , ^ Tfe first action of the late cooitnotions among his tna- 

hTi*^ a * jesty*s distracted subjects in Virginia, was mearly oiv the 

account of self-preservation against the Indians, who cofti- 

mittcd levrral murders, and almost daily incursions and 

depredations on ihe inhabitants of that colony. 

The slow and dilatory proceedings to provide for the pub- 
lipk safetv i 

The great and heavy impositions of fort-money, »nd the 
•littleor no defence they proved of to the country against the 
Indians ;tlie pressure of the patent money, anecessaiy but 
grievous tax, considering the general poverty of the coun« 
try ; which tax might have been madt much more easy to 
them, if but a few persons would have followed mr> secretary 
Lud well's example, who freely offered to lend the codhtry 
500/ for three years' interest free. 

To which may be aHded, the sudden disbanding the forces 
^ raised against the Indians, under the conimand of sir Henry 

Chicherly, knight, general of Virginia, being just ready to 
inarch out and disarm the neighbouring Indians. 

The refusing to grant a commission for the raising a new 
force against the Indians, under the command of such a 
general as the governor should be pleased to appoint, ear- 
nestly petitioning and freely prefcring themselves to go out 
at their own charge. 

This gave occasion to the unquiet nnpatient crowd to 
' follow and cry up Bacon, whose forwardness to head them 
encouraged them to choose him for their general. 

In about 20 days after beating up of drums for volunteers 
Qacon gains a considerable party, and begins his march 
against the Indians Widiout any commission. 

The governor and his friends intended to divert his de- 
signs, but they cannot. 

He proclaims Bacon and his followers mutrners and re- 
bels, for going against the Indians without a commission ; 
follows hi^i with a party of gentlemen to the&lls of James 
river to take him ; returns vvithout effecting any thing, 
^ In the governor's absence the people below draw into 
arms, and declare against forts as an intolerable pressure, 
and of no use to them at all. 

The forts are ordered to be dismantled, and the assem- 
bly is dissolved that enacted thenv, and all to appease the 
rage of the people^ and still their clamours against the go- 
vernment. 
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A if«w etectioh of burgesses being no^-jone forth, the CHAP.. 
dissatisfied party chose f reemtn,(^ (not freeholders) that were V. 

never before eligible, for their burgesses ; putting up a party ■■■■■■ ^ 
for' their own tCirn, and at the same time chose Bacon and « t 
Bxewse burgesses for Henrico county. ^1^?^ ^ ^^' 

, At the meeting of this new assembly, Bacon comesdown "*^*"^'*' 
to James-Town, in a sloop and armed men in her ; is shot 
at, and forced to fly up the river ; is pursued and taken pri- 
soner by captain Thomas Gardner, and delivered up to the 
governor. 

Bacon ' is pardoned by the governor, and set at large on 
his own parole; is reinstatc^d, ancf ^'^^ again in council of 
Virginia ; and, as crt^diblc report says, was proinisscd a com- 
mission to go against tht Indiars, for which he waits some 
time in town; but perceiving himself delayed or disap- 
pointed, departs privately wttiiout one, and informs the peo* 
pie he cannot obtain one. 

This enrages the people: whereupon they offer Bacon to 
go down tot^wn with him themselves, and if they.qun't gaih 
bixn a commission by fair means to compel one 5y force. 

They accordingly come and surprise JameS'City ; sur- 
rounded the statehouse, (sitting the assembly); rage thereat ; 
Morm for a commission for Bacon ; which, upon the earn- 
est importunity of the council and assembly, was at length 
obtained of the governor, as also an act of indemnity was 
passed to Bacon and his party for committing this force, and 
a high applausive letter was writ in favour of Bacon's designs 
and proceedings, to the king's majesty, signed by the go- 
vernor, council and assembly. 

In this interval of time, having taken Larimore's ship, the 
governor returned to James-Town from Accomack, in com- 
pany with the ship Adam and Eve, captain Gardner, com- 
mander, under 16 or 17 sloops, and about 600 men in arms. 
Bacon and his party are again proclaimed rebels and trai« 
tors, and threatened with the utmost sereriiies of the law : 
upon this Bacon calls his few men together, and telling thera 
how the governor had proceeded, makes an argument to en^- 
courage them (tho' tired) to advance to James-Town against 
the governoi, which they did by the way rpaking up their 
small number, about 300 men, leading along with them their 
Indian captives in a shew of tnqmph, and thereby to gain 
the affection and applause of the people as they came in. 

Bacon coming up before the town rides up very near it, 
sounc^s a defiance and fires ; dismounts, surveys the ground, 
causes a trench work to be cast up, of felled trees, earth, and 
brush, made in the night by moonlight; next morning upon 
day break, a small party of Bacon's run up to the palisadoeS; 
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and fire briskly on the guard, retreating without any dangec. 
or deniage. ' 

A SALLY is made by those of James Town, with ^reat 

i , pretence of resolution, but little real valour and less success ; 

J^con 8 re- ^^^ forlorn falling oflF, being fc»llowed by the rest, as if they 

bellj^n. j^^ g^j^ ^^ ^^^ ^Y%cy did in good earnest, leaving both their 

dead and their drum behind them on the place. 

Bacon gets grtat guiis, and | laces them on his works, 
which indeed commanded tbe sloops ; but though it terrified, 
could not annoy the town 

Now, though the governor and^his party had by much the 
advantage of the enemy, both in time, place, and nu.tiber, 
the cowardise and baseness of the generality of sir William 
Berkeley's party, who were men intent upon plundei only, 
by promises of which he drew them on with him, and to se- 
cure which they made giounds at last to leave him, was such, 
that of all there was only some twenty gtntlemcn willing to 
stay by him ; and at lust only sir William Berkeley himself, 
who undoubtedly had rather died upon the pl^^^e than de- 
serted it, had he not been overpersiiad^ to it, and burned 
away to Accomack against his wiiL 

And such is the fear of discovery, that for fear they em- 
ba!kt and weighed anchor in the night, and silently fe|l down 
the nver ; thus flying from the face of a langiiishing enemy, 
that had for a week's .space lay exposed lo much more hard- 
ships, wants, and incommi^dations, than themsclv^-s ; ic r tnis 
very service i was supposed the death of Bacon, who con- 
tracted the disease whereof he dyed, by lying, in a very wet 
season, in the trenches before the town 

Bacon having early intelligence next morning of their 
havinjij thus quilted the town, enters it without the least op^ 
position; and, considering of what im(X)rtance a place of 
that refuge was or might be to the governor and his party, 
imineriately resoxves to lay it in ashes, and the same night 
set fire to the tpwn, church,and statehouse, which they them- 
selves, who had so basely deserted it, beheld to their sliame 
and regret, as they rid in their slooi)s and ships a litile be- 
low in the river ; anr* the same night arrived two ships more 
in Virginia, hrim and Morris commanders. 

Bacon having laid some time ol the bloody flux, died at 
one mr Pate's house, in GioMer coiinty. 

Aftkr hisdeatli the rebel party were'hcaded by Laurence, 
Ingram and Walklate. snd n^uch spoil and rapine done, and 
little or no considerable service done on the other side to 
hinder them or subdue them ; but only what was done by 
t)ie seamen, which causes sir William Berkeley to see a ne* 
qcssity lo ofler Ingram and Waiklate terms of pardon, todc- 
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jjyer up West-Point, and the plunder they had taken : the CH \P. 
governor remaining then on board of a ship in Yorii river, V. 

ironi whence he wrote several comphmental letters Vj Walk- ^^i=s 
late. '«'«. 

Granes, the chiefest rebel on the south side of James ri- J^*l^^" * ^^' 
ver, was iw)l dctd by capiain C,oust'l ; ant' all his guards, *^<^*"^** 
with drums, tbllowers, and amuiuuiiion lakea Also about / 

the same time the greatest part of James river declarwd for 
the governor. 

Captain Grantham is entrusted by the governor to ma- 
nage the treaty at West Point, and to receive he Ci»uniry'» 
arms and f()U«)Wers with the plunder; all which he tffcclu- 
ally perlormcd, to the ample salistaciion of sir Wm. Berke- 
lcy» and peace of the colony ; but to rhe disquiet of divers 
loyal gcntiemen of tiie coun ry,btcause themselves weie hot 
concerned in so considerable a piece of service. 

In nne, what signal service was done, as to the surpressing 
of this rebellion, must be justly attributed to the incessant 
toil, courage, and good sucees's of those few sea captains, 
Morris, Couset, Grantham, Prim, and Gaidner^. who merit 
this due recommendation ; and the more, because the coun- 
try have been ungrateful to them. 

His majesty's colony being tlius put into this happy pos- ,^ 
ture of peace, the governor returns to Green Spnng, which 
the rebels had much spoiled and plundered during his ab- 
l^ence, and preiixt the 20lh of the ensuing month for meet- 
ing of a new assembly there, for the settlement of the dis- 
tracted alFairs of the colony. 

Thus havinp: given a brief and impartial account of the ' 
rise, progress, and cessation of the late tioubles in Virginis, 
>vith some few reflections thereupon, we shall conclude this 
narrative, with the time of the governor's return to Green 
Spring, whi^h was not abovw a week before our arrival. 

And fnr what relates to the condition we (ound his ma- 
jesty's colony in, and such other matters whereot his majesty 
inay expect or com maiKl an account, we are in all obedience 
ready tq renionstrate, who are iiis majesty's most dutiful 
and loyal subjects. 

herbert Jeffi iesy John Berry y Francia Morrison, 

A true and faithful account in what condition we found your 
majesty's colony ol Virginia; of our transactions luiing 
our st-»y there, and how we lift it together ; wiih our iii«st 
humble opinion wiiat means will best conduce to the firm 
grounding and seeming the peace thereof for the future. 
Upon our first arrival within the capes of Virginia, J.»nu- 

fU'y ?Slth, 167,6*— 7, we had advice of the death of that grand 
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CHAP, rebel Bacon, his burning of James-City, md tk« gotemorti 
V. return to his house at Green Spring, 

'-'' = The same day we dispatehed letters to sir William Berke- 

-^ , ley, to advise him of our arrival, and such particulars as were 

j^acon s re- injceg^ary for his knowledge. 

Deinon* Upon receipt whereof the governor was pleased _to. come 

on board the Bnstol, then riding at Kigotan, in James river, 
where we read him over our own commission, and delivered 
him the several instructions under the great seal and privy 
signet, together with the piintcd proclamation, inqu'tries, 
and former instructions; as also certain int^rloc.utorit: hedds 
in writing, which we had prepared for your majesty's im'nc- 
diate service, for the landing and quartering the soldiers, 
/ and preventing arty dam tge to his majesty, as also to desire 
an answer and account of such other matters as appertained, 
to our inquiry. 

Upon further conferences with him we understood that he 
had executed several persons for the late rebellion, by the 
power of the martial law, and gave us a list of their names ; 
but resolved for the future to desist from that course, and to 
let the laws run again in their old channel, pleading a ne- 
cessity for trying and condemning by the martial law ; for 
that he doubted whether a legal jury would have found them 
guilty. The contrary he was afterwards sufficiently convin- 
ced of when he saw upon the trials had of his majesty's cora-*^ 
mission of oyer and ter\rjner, that there was not a prisoner,, 
that came to the bar, that was brought in guilty by the jury. 
At first we found the people under a general eonsterna-^ 
tion, by reason the number of the unconcerned in the >atc 
defection were so vei^ few, which in our sense seemed to 
urge a kind of necessity of opening to them your majesty's 
royal acts of grace and forgiveness, when the whole body ot 
the country lay trembling and in pain in this particular, and 
many for fear ready to forsake their habiiations, and not at 
such a time to stifle and conceal them from the4>cople, and 
the rather, because several gentlemen of Virginia had seen 
and brought with them his majesty's proclamation printed 
in England, or that we could not conceive amiss for the go- 
vernor to publish them to the people. 

He told us he %6uld draw and publish ^ proclamation of 
his own, with such excepiions as he had latitude to make, 
which he said at first should not exceed & persons, but they 
p^vcd many more. 

After we had opened our own commission for hearing 
and determining^ grievances, we found the people, generally 
cotnplainjng, and petitioning against illegal seizing of their 
estates, without any warrant, tryal, charge an4 conviction ; 
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miYid of sfeveral that catne in and subraitted tiiemselv^s upoh CHAP. 
the governor's proclanmtion oi pardon and indtinnity. that , V 
yet were imprisoned afterwards, and their estates wholly ta- ""■"■" 

ken irom tlam, or lart>e fines trui compositions paid for litem. » ,« 

For so it happened, that nortdid tfacape beingf und guilty, M^.^* ^ 
condemned and banged, tha put tl.emselves on trial, there *^AHon. 
happened to be so nmch t:,uilt or tear in most men, that there 
Was not a man but would much rather acquiesce to have any- 
fine laid upon him before he uouid Tei:tnre to stand to his 
tryal ; so a* last this was the question to criminals, Will you 
iBtand your tryal, or be fined aid seniei^ced as the court shall 
thii k fis ?.... which latter was, ior the aforesaid leasons, laid 
hold of by all, and a fine laid arbitrary, and without any jury 
or power by your majesty's instructions, but quite contrary 
of restitution of pardon, for so we find the ^'ords to run ; and 
were nut warning to tell sir Wm. Berkeley, as well publickly 
as by letter, tl>at we humbly conceived this course contraiy 
to his majesty's royal instructions ; and that your majesty 
pardoned all things or nothing o€ penalty and punishment, 
and that there was nomedtum. 

We also observed some of the royal party, that sat on the 
bench with us at the tryal, to be so forward in impeach- 
ing, accusing, reviling^ the prisoners at bar, with tliat inve- 
teracy, as if they had been the vorst of witnesses, rather 
than justices of the commission ; both accusing and con- 
demning at the same time. This severe way of proceeding 
being represented to the a-;sen.bly, they voied an address to 
the governor, that he'would desist from any further sairgui- 
fiary punishments, for none could tell where or when it 
Would terminate. So the governor was prevailed on to hold 
his hands, after hanging twenty three ; eight of which w« 
set at the tryal and condemnation of, and advised that they 
should be executed injheirown counties under small guards, 
to try the temper of the people, which proved all peaceable. 

In the whole course of our proceedinjrs we have avoided 
to receive any complaints of public grievances; but by and 
under the hand of the most ci edible, loyai, and sober per- 
sons of each county, with caution, that they did not do it in 
any mutinous manner, and without mixture of their old lea- 
ven, but in such soft as might become dutiful subjects and 
aober rational n»en to prevent * 

Whereas we did, upon the daily complaints of divers of 
your majesty's subjects, by several leUexs presented to sir 
William Berkeley, that it was a most apparent contradjction 
to the common course of the laws in Engtend to seize or dis- 
pose of any man's estate before a lawiul tryal and conviction 
of his crime; and shewed him the opinion of the learned 
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lord Coke positltely against ity^ whereof h6 took littkCfiutioa 
ornotice, but writ us word he appealed to your majesty aikl 
most honoui able privy councK, and the learned judges of the 
law; so we desired bim, that nil estates forfeited, and con- 
ceived to be foi feit/d, ot atiy person, as wcli of such as with« 
out any tryal i ave died in actual rebeliioi., as of those that 
have ah'eady suttcred deatn, might be lairly inventoried, 
appraised, after the just value of the time of seizure, and 
good security given lor tije preservation of your majesty's 
right in the said lorfeitures, until your majes y's royal plea* 
sure might be known in such cases, and sir William Btrrke- 
ley's appeal answered ; which be not doing, we appointed 
persons undtr oati> to inqaiie into and report unjto us 
the true valut , number, and name of such forfeited estates, 
dispossessing none in whose possession they were, but only 
taking bond to your majesty's use m the mean time, which 
bonds were <lehvered to secretary LudwcU, and are fifteen ir> 
number ; and the first precedent of this nature Wus made by 
sir William Berkeley himselt, by granting the petition of 
the widow Bacon to enjoy the estate of ner late husband, un- 
der the CO- diiions before specified, to which he desired and 
had our concurrent assent. 

And, lor other estates, seized by the governor's party, as 
by several petitions was to us suggested, and by oaths proved 
to appear, we also made otu* general rul. to order, that such 
persons, in whose hands any such goods, cattle, slaves, op 
servants were, should give true invento^ ancl good security 
of and for the same, till your majesty shall be graciously 
pleased to determine concerning the restit^ution thereof, ac- 
cording as your niajesty, in your most wise judgment shall 
see cause 

And we were then and are still of opinion, (with all hum- 
ble subjection to your rnajesty's royal will atwl pleasure) that 
such estates, goods, and things, as were plundered or iorci- 
bly seized during the late rebellion, and especially since the 
laying down arms at West-Point, for or by either party, to be 
restored on both sides, if the same were to be found in specie, 
and also declared the fining of the people, without any tryal, 
jury, or conviction, as delinquents, and as some without sum- 
mons or hearing was and is (in our opinion) against law, 
and that it looked like par iality and injustice to fine 
others, when Ingram, Walklate, and Langstone had a free 
and full pardon from the g werndr, without any fine or other 
punishment, who made fullr'^stitution of what they had plun- 
dered, as well from the Indians as the English, the Indian 
plunder excepted, which air William Berkeley called his. 
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^6Ugh taken by the fcb^l Walklate, and had given, himtbf CfeAP. 
the governor for his good service*. ' V. 

As to the retrenching of the great salary paid to the mem* ^fiff^^^^^*^ 
fccrs of the, assembly, upon oiir special assurance in a publick na^Q^i --^.. 
Fetter of ours, to the governor, council, and burgesses, and k^iKQ.. 
instance afterwards, they have reduced it to as low proportion 
as it could possibly be broaght to, for the mcitibers to sup- 
port their ordinary score at James-Town. 

But, as to that most important affair of the Indian pcacc» 
the breach and want whereof had so Completely involved that 
colony into so much misery, daily dread, and heavy taxes, 
and occasioned such general dissatisfaction among your ma* 
jesty's subjects, and was the ground of the rebellion itself, 
sir William Berkeley nor the assembly, made not the least 
step or offer towards progress in it; although we had so ear- 
ttestly recommended and pressed the necessity of it, by our 
•publick letters to the meeting of the assembly, and rein- 
stance afterward* : as also your majestv, by your own pri- 
vate instructions, regarding his endeavours with our assist- 
ance therein, which, seeing he had not done, (upon hb depar* 
lure) the honourable Herbert Jeffries, your majesty's governor 
now, with our best advice and assistance, hath so effected 
and performed it, as that not only the neighbouring Indians, 
that then signed the peat e, are highly pleased and satisfied 
with it, but the equality and justice of it, arriving to the know- 
ledge of other remote Indians, (lately our most implacable 
enemies) they also are, of their own accord, come in, and 
^pressed themselves desirous and forward to be included 
in the same league and amity ; but the governor being sick> 
jrf further time was^prcfixt for the meetmg on this occasion. 

Lastly, wc shall let your majesty know in what conditioii 
we left ybur majesty's colony. As to the peace and seltle- 
Ihentof it, we humbly conceive it to be secure and enduring, 
*nd that this good peace with ti»e Indians (which we tfiist 
Idso is like to be a long ^nd lasting one) wifl not a little con- 
duce thereto : the people of Virginia. (from the great chalfge 
they formerly underwent, and damaged they formtily nus- 
tained, by reason of a war with the Indians) being now made 
sensible how much a peace with them is their ease, security 
and interest. 

As to the condition we left tjje aniiy there in,tnily it, wa» 
but bad ; for, at our coming away, the day before wc sailed, 
the c,ommissary mr. Needier, being on board us, told, that 
ih captain Middleton's company, there were about 1 50 sick 
mm, and the officers all sick, and that ihtre was the like 
number of sick men in every bther company ; and that theie 
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GHAF«v {krQ?ij|]on$.badbeen 9a&f ^icBt (had ihcf boetHible tOrfiii^tchX 
V. thejr must of necessity iiare b«en (ytartered ta the cowtrys 
S~=« 8^t Urge- 

Bac ' ffi- '^^^ ^^^ caj^tnity auttended your maj|ei!sity's aiieaineiit w^ 
Wpon ^ ije- ^jm-ing thei» to the stiraog^ degree of weakness hy the vk^ 
'^w^o^ IpnciC md luu-ioua manner of semng them, th^ h ia aUnosI^ 
impossible to esqpresa ; 90 we had scarce (Ben to get up om: 
anchor, and not above 91X weeka proviaion left qs, and the 
country unable u> supply, having consulted ih^ ablest a|id 
most diw:i:eet gentlemen in ViJ^inia in order to itj who al*. 
led^ed and. ail agreed, that it was impossible to do it as your 
Xftajesjty'sy service required? so nobody would undi;rtak.e it. 

As to any fear or livelihood of future comnxissiona and 
insurrctioos, therc^ is not the least ground or aj^earanx;^ but 
perhaps of some petty breacbea of peace among the diaa^. 
g;reeing pa^ties^ that nv^y happen^ by rea^^an of rectimina'*' 
tipn a^dfi^equ^nt aggravations, ^queotly u%^ on both sidea 'r^, 
fgr prevention whereof and securiug a good and fin» pe^cc 
'for the future* in that your maj^stj^'a colony, vre shall, with 
all humiUty> lay dowa ogr best^ oj^nions and judgments aa 
follows,: 

t. That z, general penal a^t of d)Uvioni, by your majea*. 
tyVcommand^be presi^rlbedand drawn up bere^ and sentover. 
to the governor and assembly of Virginia^ and they enjoined 
to publish Wl pasa the s^va^i which o£ themselyea they will 
ni^vcr do. 

2. That aj^ood fort being ordered to be l^uiltat Jamev 
Town^the ancient and tnost cqnvenientplace for on^aa also 
for ^le. atJitehouse) where the brick work may yet be s^rvi^^ct 
able* that yonr majesty may be pleased to ^rdpr the crectioiv. 
of both these, Uio' by a siogle jsupecnumeraty vote the last 
assemUy they wei;e for mpving the atatebousp elspw^e^t;. 

That a certain number of the 'Masoned sc^dlers may re^- 
main i^ garrison there> for the maiQietianQe wht^eolEi with- 
out hcixtg; a charge to youyr majesty, or burtheningth^ P^plea^ 
w.emost hu^mbly pro|xise, that the quit rents of t|je cdon^ 
which is of s^aall apcount to your msycjsty, and cpm?s not. 
into your e^cchequcr, may go and incur the end and purpose 
above proposed : e^ also, thajt your majesty will please to. 
order the assembly to lay such an imposition on liquors im- 
portedthfice* as in your raaj^sty'a island of Barbadoea is 
raised* apd employed for the Uke end* which will both l?uUd 
a fort* aadinaints^n the soldiqra therein- 

3, That,' for the fature, the Virginia ships go in fleet* 
every year, accompanied with one of your njajjesty's frigates^ 
until such time aa tlie peace o( tb^ couniry lie ao fiiwijfi 
grounded as not to be shaken.. 
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«. Tbay Ae m of attAiwftr pa«wl tqr^e Ik* wsemblfs 
bfejbf ybtip rtiajesty^ tfetnrtiands^ repealed and takfen iolr » 
all those that ane tibt excepted by yourimije*ty*s proclaikia*- ^ 
tion, and sueh as art out of febetlton and lied ftom justke ; ^^ 7^ . 
which act had not been made or c<m«ented to, bm that th^ u ir^^ 
|;ovemoir refused else to pa^s an act of tsbtiron, whkh| ia "^""''^ 
Effect h little more one than by name only. 

5. The independent plantaiionn (>f CaroUiia laftd Maryland 
being at present very prejudicial) win, In titft€,l^te utterif 
destructive to yofur majesty's intevetft tind gotennkient ih 
Virginia; 

Th£reforb> we humbly propose, that with a s^o t6 tht 
ri^t of the honourable proprietors, the juHsdfctioa and 
powet of governn^ent may sb reside in your majesty, that 
they majn^ read^y obedieftt te all orders, rules, dind pmctal^ 
of your majesty and most honorable council; else yourmai* 
jesty will not only find you have given away a great deal of 
land, but ap many subjects alao^; tfhd th^ next g^eneratfoAi 
they will not know or own the royal poi^r, if ^eir writs^ 
tryals,and process be permitM to continue, as they now are, 
%Q the names of the proprietors, without any salvo of allegt-^ 
Ance to your majesty ; and it is daily seen, that n«t only meia 
•ervants, but also runaways) rogues, and tebel$, fty to Caro*- 
£na, on the southward, as their oommoti subterfuge an4 
lurking place ; and when we remanded some of the late re- 
bete by letters, could not have them sent back to us. 

W£ fthoold not have presumed to present this to yov^ 
-ttnyesty did we not confidently befieve, in our humble opr- 
^oAs rtid judgitients, that what we have informed or hum* 
Uiy propounded to your majesty^ is true, and ^r the peacb 
and happy settlement and advantage of your niajesty's co- 
lony of Virginia ; whkh, aa it has been the unwearied dilfr- 
%tnat and endeavours, so it ia the hearty prayers and desire^ 
of your majesty's most dutiful faithful subjects and servanta. 
jQhn Bem/y FrmcU Motrhon. 

Tb tomjHle the narrative from whence the Breviarie and 
t3oncIu%ioh is drawn, whkh is, indeed, a scandalous lible and 
invective against sir William Berkeley and the royal party in 
Virginia, Robtert Holdoli, John Langston, and many other of 
the rtioaft eminent rebels, were sent for by particdlat waf* 
!l*ants, ^gntd Herbert Jeifries and Francis Morrison, and de^- 
fivered to mr. Wright, uftder sheriff of James-City county, by 
Ttir. Sherwood, requiring them to appear before them at a 
day and time prefixt> to testify what they knew concerning 

the proceedings of William Berkeley, knight, &c these 

«iMrrants not being ditt^ted to be t^ccuted^ aa «»u«^ and «»^ 
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be kept bf hitn, but to be delivered to the parties tbemselV^ 
and be doth testify that there had been none ot the warrantal^ 
of this nature but went directly to such per^ns as he knew 
to be notorious actors in the rebellion^ as appears by certifi« 
cate under bis hand, dated August 7th, 1 677. 

The proceedings of sir Wiiliam Berkeley to provide for 
tht publick safely were not slo# nor dilatorie ; but he sent 
orders to the heads of the rivers to draw of the smaUer plan- 
tations, and placed many of them together for their natural 
safety, and suipmpns the assembly. The assembly met* re- 
solves on such courses as be knew roost expedient for tti^ 
publick safely. 

Sir Wm. B'^rkeley accordingly prosecutes the resoJutiona, 

Tboss great and heavy impositions were lawfully imposedf 
and without such impositions the publick safety could not b^ 
provided lor. 

Xhe imposition of a tax for raising money to buy the pa« 
tents was done by the assembly, and sir Wm. Berkeley re** 
ceived no advan^iiM^e by it, but colonel Morison did. 

The stopping the forces going out under the command of 
•ir Henry Chicberley, was very prudent, when there was a' 
necessity of calling the assembly ; and if sir Henry bad not 
been ^lopt, colonel Morrison has no assurance of what hit 
success might have been. 

. It would have been very imprudent for sir Wm. Berke«» 
ley to have relied on volunteers for the publick safety, whea 
another and better course wan appointed by the assembly and 
jcouncil ; and that this was mere pretence appears when Ba>> 
con had extorted a commission in the next assembly, for thea 
the charge of the country yra% greater. 

Sir William Berkely had not done his duty, had not Bacon 
and his followeia in arms been proclaimed rebels and trayr 
tors, as likewise if he had npt endeavoured to suppress hia 
rebellion. 

Sir Wm-Ber)^cley endeavouring by all means the peace 
•f the colony, dissolves the old assembly, and calls a new one, 
and by the choice of Eiacon and Brewse, in Henrico countyy 
he had cause to doubt, the choice in all other counties having 
l>een regular. 

Bacon being taken, if he were thus pardoned by the go- 
Temor, it gains great evidence how unwilling he was to shed 
blood, which in other place is laid to his charge ; and though 
the event may make some conclude, that another course 
would have been better, yet sir William Berkeley's know- 
ledge of the ill temper of the assembly, which was much \nr 
fec:ed with Bacon's prif'ciples, (as is said) might be the reason 
'^hU endeavouring to win hin^by lenity) to makQ him U«#f 
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Jbl ifi tb«t junctispe of afi^irs. But Bacon, knowing his fortune 
more ckapcratt: than it could appear to others, and that iic 
had no visible way of support, resolves to fish in troubled :j^^- 
waters ; steals out of town, draws the rabble together, sur- n^ ' »^ 
prizes Jdnies-€ity, surrounds the state house, the assembly i^ik,^, 
sitting, and by tbrce extorted a commission for general, an 
act of indemnity for himself am} party, a letter to his majesty, 
and several blank/ commissions. 

After which, sir William Berkeley (to prevent further 
mischiefs) dissolves that assembly ; nor is it to be wondered 
at, that he did not immediately put forth proclamations to 
undeceive people, because he had then no means of securing 
himself, nor forces to have maintained such a proclamation 
by ; but he took the first opportunity he could of doing all 
this, which when Gioster county (having been plundered by 
Bacon, before his going out against the Indians, of their 
armst which left them exposed to the Indians) made an ad- 
dress to him, who immediately repaired thither. But Bacon 
having advice, thereof sent him by Laurence and Dmmmond, 
and coming speedily down with his whole force, he was com« 
pelled to lei^ve the place ind retire to Accomack, and endea- 
vouring in all places, and by all means, to maintain the go- 
vernment, and not leaving it, as is here asserted, in the hands 
of the rebel Bacon. Bacon then summons the people, and im« 
poses his most wicked oath on them. 

Larimork's ship is seized by Bland, made a man of war, 
by putting more guns into her, and sent over to Accomack 
to take sir William Berkeley ; but is itself retaken by his 
men, sent under the command of colonel Philip Ludwellj 
and by the taking of this ship the colony preserved to his 
majesty ; for there being fifty sail of ships gone to Virginia 
frcMn London and the out parts, befoi*e any embargoes were 
laid, they would have alMropt in« one afier another, and been 
taken by this ship, if she had not been thus retaken, and what 
the consequence of that would have been is left to conside* 
ration : W colonel Ludweil's reward for this great service 
was, to be turned out his office by colonel Jeffries, as soon as 
sir William Berkeley was gone for England ; and if this had 
not been effected, neither Morns, Couset, Grantham, Priov, 
or Gardner could have defended themselves against Bacon's 
sea force, though they deserved well by assisting the go* 
vernor to reduce the rebels. 

Bacox, after this, resiumes his Indian design ; that is to 
say, kills and takes some ftw Pamunkey Indians, whom he 
himsttlf, afore he had any commission, forced or frightened 
them into the woods, to become enemies to the English, if 
,tMtj wer^ so; aodlu sdi this relati')u there is no account o$ 
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^ * , Jamcs-City, lirfth stifch rtiert m hfc cmiW g«t W follow^ hiirt, 

lviii«4«% (''^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ **^^^*^ Hsorie toWifer In his fnajt^y'^ pay) 

^"'®"* and aH tli<>!le hfe Hiid Wrt^ l^dvidcd fbr sir WiHlam Bettelef 

at his 6^n charge, (for the taking my thing fi^tti the rfcbfeli 

^ is imputed a heinous crime to those frt)ni whom thef had 

taken a!l)aridbyii^at tbfey peHbrmedistDlietefeii howHttle 

be could reiy dn vfAuntfeers, Who are ttlc>re apt to cotfimand 

their officers thai to be C6mttiahded by ihfemj neithct caa 

the ill success be fittpated to sir Wm. Berkley, i^ho was not 

Wanting to perform hiapart, but could not with twenty men 

. stay iiir that plaee when the . rest trere resolved to quit it) not 

punish them at ihW time for theif disobedience. 

Bacin enters James-^^lty and bums it, (vei^ soMier like^ 
and with gi*eat judgment, these volunteer* sa^) whh:lr waa. 
rather an evidence that bis ca&< was desperate, for he cer- 
tainly had preserved it for hia own accommodation, If ht- 
had not thought it $ or ititended, by msiking his men guiltf 
of wicked acts^ to engage them flirther in so bad a course. 
He doth not loiig survite this and his other vilhinics, dyings 
of the bloody flux, or lousy diseasci or both; and sir Wm. 
Berkeley had the honout*, by his prudent conduct, (notwith*. 
standing his great age, and the weakness of his body, brought 
on him, or muth increased, by the fatigue he underwent ia 
the continued duties of hi& tharge) to reduce the whole colony 
to its foriner obedience, due to his majesty, without any assise 
tance either from England or Maryland, or any other part ;. 
and to leave, it to his successoH ill perfect peace, if the opi-. 
nion of my lord Coke coming among theiti, and the coun^ 
tenancing the most active abettors ol Bacon sinfec the arrival 
of his majedtyS commission^ and discountenancing ihose^. 
which lost their estates and hazarded their Kves in his ma^ 
jesty's service, have not infused new boldness into those ifl- 
men to attemjft new disordefs- ftle last leibrrs give c«ide t6> 
, , suspect it, but God avert it. ^ 

lif the account of the transaetions in Virgime, ift that part 
of it, which concerns sh* William Berkeley, which is given 
under tlie hands only of sir John Berry and colonel '^torri^oiiV 
they object the executing of several i^trsorts by martial law, 
all which executions were diiring the heat of rebellion, when 
sir Wm. Berkeley had no place of strength to secure them, 
nor i^uard whom he could rely on to keep them ; and as he 
told them he had great reason to thmk a legal jui-y would not 
have found' ihem guilty, neither could he be convinC'tfd tO. 
theconirarj by what he saw afterwards, i>f >the tryalaofte* 
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f f ^m bytl«e coinims$t9no(o3^eirdPdtorQUiiec,tboug1i they €!HA^ 
^ere ^11 found guiUy by tJie jury \ for the»c pcrwin$ wer^ npi V, 

^lottgbt tp tlwiir tryaU liefore the country wt>^ wboUy reduced 
^y bim tQ perfect obcjdience^ and after tbat bis majesty'^ Rocan' 
fcrces w^ue arrived, JMid there was ^ a^nfficient strength Xq r^f^ * '^ 
iu«M(f th^ ia^ : but U i$ certrin all th^p^inon^ ^x^qutcd by °^"*^*^ 
ilA^rtia) law were nc^odrious^y gulHy. 
.. Wh»th^* tber? w^j a greaX neceoity oC opening bifi 
XoajfEjsty's VQif^l act of grace and f<tMr^ven^| in that juncture 
of afiaksy Hiay deseiiVe a further exainu>^tion ; hut no geiH 
tleman of Virginiii Qouild &ee ^r bring ovin^.with him bit ma*^ 
jesty's proclamaUon if ijthout th^* cPffni^tucaUpa V> whom 
only it wa* entrusted* . . 

Tqere is DO proof made of the seizure of any manV^state 
only during the heat of rebeUlQ% or such men's as were at- 
tainted by act of assembly or fined in a courtt. 
« T«£x are impatient of the leas^ i^^regfu^rity of the goiter- 
nor or royal party, o£ whiph they s^re ^irict inquisitors. ; 

An]^ though, they knqw w«llvtha^sir Wca JJerkcley bad 
his houses burnt in Jaaie«^it;y» ,b^ 4 V^Utnii^ bouse ^t Greets 
Spting almo^ i^uined, l\\& hou^tkold goods and others of 
gfeat value totally plundered) that h^ had^np^ ^ bed to lye ^lU ) 
two great hi? ast*. three huudrtjd sheep^ Si^venty horses antl 
n^ares) aU hia cor^ and provi^iot)^! u^k^n a^^^y^ and the resd 
of the royal party as ill handled^ they cannot endure the]fi 
sbou^ have any srn;|e of tjheir gre^c Iqs^es^ and suiBfcringSr 
nw? giv^ tbtjm any better n^mes. thsMi. the; worst of witnesseSt 
Vfhwi they tajke iv>tice of suCih thiags> tQ tlie a,ctprs of all 
thoH« n^isphiefft coming toa l^gsd^try^ hy which they wert 
justly condemned) they themselvea b^ing judges^ which mak^ 
tjm^e reports h since whiqh they have al^ protected a notot 
riomn rebel &W b^ing pros^cut^ by c;ouj:sie oi law in the 
Hfiwrta of justice- , / 

;How they h^ve in th^ whol^ course of their proceedings 
avoided tK> »e<;cjve any complaiintof puWick grievances, but 
l^ aM un^er th^ haiids of the mpst grcidible* loyal, and sobes 
persons in each county» \vith caution, that ihey did not doit 
19 any nauti^ons manner^ and withoul^ mixture of their old 
l^aViefii but in su^h sort as m;Lght beoome dutiilil subjects and 
spbec men tp present^, app^L*s by the eertificate of mr* 
Wrighin above, mentioned dated August 7th, 1077. 
, As ft>r th^ p?t,rt,icjuh|r Qfis(3;a given in (which they aggravate 
9fi i^^uch aa ppsj^ble) they wert takeu ^ft^p si? Wm. Berke-* ^ 

ley'* ret^n^ for Englandt and being nott iodifferently stated^ 
no pairticular answer <?aa he made^ to them till they ave ve^ 
tainted 9^s^ tQ Virginia) nnd if they are further insiisted on^ 
H,iA,«R!t *>Hb^Qi U^X ^"»ik 5^BPe^ flight, an4 fcivcaous \ and 
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R is Very remarkable, th^e \i not one private grffctatwHSK 
brought against sir Wm Berkeley bcifore this rebellion. 

All these things considered* sir Wm Berkeley had great 
reason to differ ftx>tv the opinion of the learned lord Coke^ 
rtientioned by the commissioners, and to appeal to hi!i ma* 
jesty and most honourable privy council, and the learned 
judges of the law, who, 'tis hoped, will find csuse to justify 
sir William Berkeley's proceedings, which, when the case 
^all be better stated, and better understood than yet it is* 
will bt found to have been entirely for the go6dof the colcw 
«y and his majesty's service, though to his loss andTuin. 
The tklis is — An Answer to the Objections against 1 
sir Wm. Berkeley, in justification of his proceed* > 
fefes- - . } 

Charles 11. 
'Tbusty and well beloved, we greet you well, having re* 
ceived a report in council from our council of trade and plan- 
tations, upon the petition of Sarah Drummond, relict of* 
Williani Dinimmond. late an inhabitant of Virginia, wherein 
they represent unto us, that they have rtiad the same peti- 
tion, setting forth, that the petitioner's husband was after 
the late rebellion in that our colony, taken, sm| t and brought * 
before sir William Beikeley, our then governor there, an4 
by him immediately, (though in time of peace) without lay- ' 
ing any thing to his c*ha!^e, sentenced to dye by martial 
law, although he never bore arms in any military office, riot 
being permitted to answer for himself, or received to tryal 
accoiding to the known laws of this our kingcibm ; but wiih^ 
in four hours after sentence, being hurried away to cxecu* 
tion by the said governor's paiticular order, Vrhobefoi^c that 
time (u|)on some private grudge) bad vowed that the* pcti'^* 
tionef^g said husband should not live one hour after he wa^ 
in his power. That although the said William Berkeley did 
invest the widows of the rebels (that werie either killed or ^ 
executed) in their husband's estates; oay, feven the wido^ 
of that grand rebel, Natha.»iiel Bacon, the only person ex^ 
cepted by your pardon, yet so great was the ss^id govcrnor'tr' 
inveteracy aj^ninst the petitioner's husban*", that he did not 
only take away his Kfe, but caused his sma:l p fntation to 
be seized and given to himself by the council, his goods to- 
be removed nd embezzled ; and for it the petitioner with 
her five small children, to fly from tbeir.j^antations, and 
wander in the desarts arnl woods, umil they were t^^dy ta 
starve... but at the arrival of our commissioners (upon giv-* 
ing secvrity) the petitioner was, bylheir charitthic compas*' 
9ions> reinvested in the said plantation, and a small remail^ 



icT pf her Mid httsbafid's ^er«oiFHa estatcf, until «uch time •> tSUWi 
our pleasure should be knoivn ; without which she and heir V. 

^?e children must have inevitably peri«t»ed.,»«atid tberefiore ^•J!?"'"''* 
tiUfnbly praying, since her said husband was seDtchced and ^ - 
fHK to deaths contrary to the laws of this our kingdom, and ^Ji? "^ 
wnce we wefe pleased to grant htm (anions; mtiny others) o^"**'*^ 
Jt pardon, in case he had l)een culpable, that we tiirould please . 
|o order the petitioner to be restored and confirmed in wh^l^ 
ever estate was taken from her husband, as aforesaid, par- 
ticularly to her plantation and the crop now upon it, and that 
the security given to abide our pleasure, may be can^ceUed 
land given up( and our satd council further representing^ that 
they have discoursed with our trusty and well beloved sir 
John Berry and colonel Morryson, our said late commissions* 
ers for the alfairs of that colony, t^MJChing the truth of the 
jietitioner's allegation, and find the case in ail the parts thereof 
to be very deplorable : Vre have hereilpon thought fit to sjg* 
nify our [^sure unto you, and to require and authorise yoAty 
our lieutenant governor and/;ouncil of Virginia, to give all 
^ort of assistance for quieting the said Sarah Drummond in 
the possession of all she hath and enjoyment of the present 
crops, as also in the remedy of what she is not hitherto re^- 
Stdred untO) or the value thereof, in whose hands soever (he 
same may be found. But our pleasure is, that the security 
she hath given be not cancelled, but that yoti cause her to 
^ive such further security, for what else may be restored 
unto her, as you, our said lieutenant goVernor and council 
there shall think fit, and so to remain until they receive our 
final determination upon Ihe whole matter, and so ive bid 
^ou fareWel. 

Given at onr court at Whitehall, the 2^ day of Octobex^ 
1667, in the 29th year of our retgn. 

By his majesty's command. 

k. COVENt^Y. 

To our trusty ^d weH-beloved Herbert JeffiieS, esqr, "* 
our lieutenant governor, and the council of our oolo- v 
tiy of Vii^ginia, in the West Indies J 

London, November the SSthi 1677, 
(To Secretary Ludwett.) 
Th«: great 'pf of solemnieing the happy match bt*twe^!Jb 
tec prince of Orange anttthe 4ady Mary, so retards all bust* 
tiess, that we know no more wl^at settlement will be mad6 
in Virginia afifaifii than you do there ; but that yon may gUvs* 
«t whatsis likely to be, (ibr I cando no more) I shall send 
fou account how for we liave proceeded. We hafedcliVctt^ 
:- Xk 
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in oof papers ; whieh are« first, How we complied with bU> 
instructions ; next, a narrative of the rise, and management 
of the war, (whicii we were enjoyned to enquire into and re- 
port) ; then, a relation how we found the country and hpw 
we left it. and what we humbly conceived to be the best 
means to keep it in peace and quiet for the future ; lastly^ 
a list and character of all the royal sulFerers, that we knew 
«f, not excluding others that we heard nothiog of, but left 
them to a further inforntation. The articles of peace were 
read in the cabinet council and approved of there, but were 
Iransferrcd (as idl things arc; concerning the plantation) to 
the lords for the conmiittee of trade. Our first summons 
there was coticerning mrs Drummond's petition. All we 
eonld say in that was, that the general report from all hands 
was, that he was barbarously treated ; stript before con vie* 
tJon, his ring tore off his finger, condemned at one o*clock, 
and hanged at four^ but for his guilt, we said, that was as 
great as the worst of the rebels. Alter the petition was read, 
my lord chancellor was pleased to say, he knew not whether 
it were lawful to wish a person alive, otherwise he could 
trish sir Wm. Berkeley so, to see what could be answered 
to such a barbarity, but he had answered to it before this. 
1 he woman had an order, which was afterwards confirmed 
by the king and council, that she should have all het* estate 
restored, but that her secuiity shouH be continued, or rather 
another aidded, since her particular must come under the ge- 
neral rule ; and his lordship said, that sir Wm. Berkeley's 
act of attainder was only intended by him for an act of in- 
demnity for himself, and his lordship ihca ^ieclared, if there 
had been any power of martial law it was a part of the civil 
law, by which no estates are forf^dited. I, sir, told your bro« 
ther all this at my first landing, but he treated it with so ri- 
diculous arguments, I hope they will never question tbe le- 
gality of these tryals for his suke and my poor nephew's. I 
hear mr attorney -general is onfered to draw up an instru- 
ment to quash that bill of attainder. Our next summons was 
concerning the articles of peace, when my lord Berkeley was 
present ; who being in the council chamber, before the lords 
sat, met with sir John Beny, who. With an angry voice and 
a Berklean look, told sir John, that he and Morryson had 
n2urdered his brother. Sir John as sharply returned again, 
that we had done nothing but what we durst justify. Hi« 
lordsliip replyed, he knew we were doing enough. When I 
caiae in (for I was not there at first) he felMipoii me^ taxing 
me with ingratitude, loading me with more obligatians from 
his i)rother, than the whole family had done to tlie whole 
Wrld; and indeed spoke of mfc as if I had been a servant, 



yraOINIA. 207 

(and that a mean one too) in tbe &mily, and not an hoRouc CHAP« 
of tt. All that I answered was« that I sliould appear ungrau;- V. 
iul if I ahould say I was not obliged, because his lordship smmsasam 
said tvas; and to shew hoW innocent I am of that, I could ^ , . 
lell hi« loixlship one ^reat obligation from his. brother, that . ^?^ * '^ 
kis lordship never heard of; but I thought that was fittest foij ^Uion, 
privacy, it was so very great. But if he urges me again I dci 
assure him, the whole board shall be judge of it. I also told 
his lordship, if we had injured the deceased sir Wm. Berke- 
ley,* it must either be in the country or here. In the country 
all our transactions passed by letters, to which we referred^ 
havipg never had half an hour's conversation with him« but 
in open court. If his lordship thinks it to be here, it must 
either be in our narrative of things^ not acted while we were 
present (though commanded us to mquire of) ; therefore if 
we were misinformed, it was no misinformatif>n of ours, since 
we took the best means to know the truth of every particular ; 
and we desire, thut several royal persons here, that were thea 
in Virginia, may be examined in every particular of it, and 
we should be very glad to find ourselves deceived in any 
thing, that intrenches upon sir William Berkeley. For th^ 
personal grievances laid to his charge, we left them to the 
proof of those that came thither to complain of them At • 
this his lordship desired a qopy, which he woi^d pay for and 
keep as records. It is thought his lordship will not be pre- 
sent at any more hearings ; nor, indeed, need he, for we have 
used no epithet unbecoming sir Wm, Berkeley's character. 
Our busitiess we were sent for was to make enc{uiry and re*- 
port; and therefore^I think we could do no less than we 
have done. I am sure mr. secretary Coventry says, be will 
vindicate me to all the world ; that, neither before my going, 
nor atter my return, I have offered any thing to king and 
lords, but with a respectful tenderness to sir Wm, Berkeley^ 
nor have we ever sp<>ke of his lady* but with a, civ.Iity that 
belongs to her sex : thougli she was pleased to tell madam 
Jeffries, she wondered I would be so impertinent as. to go to 
Virginia, where I was so hated, that the people would tear 
ine to pieces. Pray remember my service to hei\and tell her 
ladyship, she was very uncharitable she would not foriiam 
me of the danger I went to ; but I did not mind it, for I had 
no guns shot off, nor bonfires imade for joy of my going away. 
I will not send you the list of the loyal sufferers, because I 
know two or three copies are sent in by alderman Jeffries. 
I wish there could be as ready a way found out to recom- 
pense them as we were ready to present them with their 
just character of worth and loyalty ; but of this let me assure 
yoy, that neither out of aflecUon nor hatred have I meoiioned 
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CHAP, or omittefl tny iMie, ae it appeuvs in th^ charaeteref Bev«t« 

V. ley. I think we have given him his due of the best sid^, but 

7fS^^^ not in the worst; fw if aJI f)e truth that is 8pok«n of hin» 

*^ , here, hp is the veriest vilLun that «ver breatht^. But let htm 

^^^* scandalous petitions he wsnt us aboard, which state an^wem 
to Howard's clerks and secretaries complaints against him. 
I believe it will be found, that the king and lords, before our 
bearing it, will take that measure, that all goods in specie, 
at the making of our order, shall be returned on both sides i 
then, if he has embeszled any part that was in his custody^ 
lie shall deaily pay for it. How tii^ majesty will dispose of 
the delinquents we are altogether ignorant of; the mosc 
think they are so inconsiderable, that they will be gi anted 
to the paying of tlie ()ebts, ^nd for a provisian of thos^ who 
were executed. 

I FEAR, when that part of the narrative corner to be r^fkd> 
that mentions the GlocesttMr petitions, your brother may be 
prejudiced ; for there are two or three that will be sum- 
moned, will l^y the conthvarxe at your brother's door and 
Beverley's, but more upon your brother, iir ho, they sayt 
was the drawer of it. F<h'9 at the first sight, all the londs judg" 
ed, that that ^'t^as the ui^happy accident, that made the In« 
dian war recoil into a civil war ; for the reason you alledgedf 
that bond and path were proffbred the governor, intended, 
not against Paeon, but the Indtans, confirmed the people th«^ 
Bac n's commission was good, it never being before disa* 
Towed by proclamation, but by letters writ to bis idajesty ia 
i:ominendation of Bacon's acting, and coppies thereof dia* 
persed among ttie people. All I can serve your bvolher in 
is to silence them so &r as not to name particular parsoi^a, 
91 thing w« have alwaya declined in our papers. K^ally, 
Vkv. secretary, the service I do your brother in this, and 
whatsoever may come in my way^ is mearly upon your ac- 
count ; for none would attempt a more ruinous design against 
our reiKitations than he did, by that libeUous letter hp writ 
to AlexaiKier Culpepper- 

I y OR GOT to let you know, that when the articles of peao^ 
were ordered to be printed, some complained there was 
too much land taken up, which p»ave a great minister a 
hint to say, that there was a >sore place under that, which 
was to raise great fees to the secretary, of which he would 
speak another lime. This made alderman Jeffries and my- 
seU' think you are not so well wi\h the minister as you 
tbought and I hoped. I am resolved next week logo to himc 
aijd to desire to know if any person has, since you wenti 
made ill impressions on him : we judge it must ekhcLr h^ 
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ifam one that H now with you, or from Bhmd^ family. Sir, CH \P. 
oneof them lately, as I heiirdfsaidahat thoug;h you was no? V. 

theft«9 your brother was, to ridicule Bland on hts tryal I -g' ' "■' 
s«nt the person word, that he much wronged him, for to my ^ , 
knowledge he refused to sit, but commanded by the govcr- j^.v^ 
nor. that he was silent, though all besides spoke at the ^ 
tryal, Mr. secretary, assure yourself, you shall in all concerns 
find me a true and constant friend, iho«ig^h I must confess, 
I cannot but sometimes reflect on the occasion of my ruinous 
voyage. I am sure^ I and my poor &mily will find (without 
the king's money) the sad effect of it. I have been ten 
weeks in town already, at the exp^nce (when least) of six 
poiuids a we^k, and yet I an no further, or see any hopes 
of a return. My wife is now in town, who will write to you, 
and give you an account of the fair Const antia, who is now 
at Hotly port, ahd had come up, but that she is troubled wirh a 
great c^ld. I will not wrong you so much as to doubt of 
^our care of her concerns, there never was a woman more 
deserving than she, which I am sure you believe ; but if you 
knowed what proffers she refusfd, without so much as givjn^ 
a hearing, lest she would stain her unspotted, unblemished 
IHMistiincy, you would say more than I. 

All that I desire of you, besides the justice of believing 
me your real friend, is so to stir up my nephew, Charles 
Morryson, as that be punctually sent a ho^rshcad of old Dea- * 
con's crop of fallers neck, by Pride Morrice, in one of the 
James river ships Let him send the bill of lading, to be 
delivered in my name, to messrs. Brown and Saunders If 
you knew how sneakingly I look in that family, till that 
is performed, you would not blame my care to have it, to 
come out of that debt, which I am sure will never be but 
by your solicitation. Chatles is a fool, if he does not peiform 
his promise, (or if he fails I will never give him a penny 
whilst I live. Sir John Berry overpersuaded me, else he had 
not had the gun, which cost 8/. at the first penny. 

If this courtly is not enough to shew your friendship, 
pray send me what birds and squirrels you can, to make me 
friends, which I as&ure you shall be yours for lurkeys &c. 
Deer, I expect them not from 'you, having friends ot* your 
own to oblige ; but pray let all mihe theie know, that I shall 
take it for an obligation if they send me such, since 'lis the 
only bribe I will own or take. Any master I am sure will be 
careful of them. 

Dear sir, tlK>* I profess to hate writing, yet I do not shew 
il, when I have wrote ail this to assure you of thi^i short truth, 
that I am, and will fver remain, your laithful affectionate 
servaBt. francis morryspn. 
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Harry Norwood came yesterday out of Hbllaiid. I htre^ 

not seen him yet, but will shortly, and press him to sign 

l^^g - that, which he has not done : the neglect, as things lo6k» 

Bacon's re- ^^^ ^ danj^erous. 

bellioa. ' ^ ^^ almost forgot to tell you, that I stopt a petition 

against you, for puttmg '^ut one Whitehead from his clerk- 
ship. The petition suggests, that it was for no misdemeanor 
in his office, but upon a mere trick betwixt your brother and 
him. The petition was in the hand of a near attendance to his 
majesty. I promised you would either restore him, or send 
a just cause of his turning out. 

To the right honourable sir Henry Chicherly, knight, presi^ 

dent, and the honourable council of state. 
77ie humble answer of PMlip LudwelL 

Whereas, I have, by your honour's favour and justice^, 
received a copy of a letter from the right honourable ^Herbert 
Jeffries, esqr governor, &c. containing in it the nature of an 
information charged against me, of high misdemeanors.com* 
mitted against the authority«of his majesty's government 
hei'e, and also such time as your hor.Qurs thought meet for 
my answer to the same, which in all humility I here present 
to vou, as far as the nature of the charge will allow me, it 
being in general terms, and I altogether unacquainted with, 
the import of those evidences taken against me, mentioned 
in the first letter or charge. I most humbly desire, that if it 
shall be found necessary, upon the opening the dedimus, and 
examination of the evidences by virtue thereof, that I may 
have liberty and fime allowed me for a further ^swer to^ 
what may be objected against me. 

I HUMBLY conceive it may be allowed, that a man may 
speak his own merits without vanity, especially where life or 
' estate^ or. which ought to be more dear, reputation, is con-, 
cerned. I shall, therefore, liumbly beg your honours' leave 
* to pjive you a short review of my services, and then of my 
sufferings for those services, to preserve the authority of his 
majesty in this country, in the person of sir Wm. Berkeley^ 
his majesty's governor, &c, and for the interest of the whole 
country, which I doubt nottvill appear to all the world, wilh^ 
out contradiction; that I was With sir Wm. Berkeley,- and 
consequently followed and obeyed him, from the very begin- 
ning to the end of the rebellion, I am confident cannot be 
denied, and humbly hope no fault can appear against me in. 
any station during those times. It will ialso appear, that 
when sir Wm. Berkeley had not (by the general defection) 
one foot of ground on the western sh re he cotild with safely 
stand on, I was one of the few that accompanied him V^ 
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Accomack, where we had not long been> but Bacoti pursues CHAP. 
us with captaui Larimort's ship, with 1 6 guns in her ; a small V. 

foark, with four guns, and a sloop, in all which were 350 well ffS?^^^^^^ 
armed men, under the command of Giles Bland and cap- ^ • pp 
tain Wm. Carver, the latttr being a very good seaman, and ^^^^ * 
a stout resolute fellow, and also a vessel ot about 90 tons, be- ^ ^^' 
ing newly come in, which mr. Bland seized in his voyage 

^ver, and made prize by Bacon's law and for his service 

Whilst sifairs stand in this miserable condition, God Al« 
fnigbty gives a signaLtoken of his mercy to us, by stirring 
up honest captain Larimore to promote his majesty's inte- 
rest, by the preservation of his country, by sending a note 
privately on shore to the governor, that if he would send him 
force he would deliver up the ship to him> which the gover- 
nor suspecting, from the ill character unjustly given him of 
-captain Larimore's Royalty, commanded my advice what was 
best to be don«in this conjuncture of time, and I advised him 
to accept of the offer, because our condition was every way 
as desperate as that seemed to be, and consequently no 
-choice left us, and offered myself to go on board ; so, on 
my humble request the governor presently gave me a com- * 
mission for it, with wliiph I went down immediately to 
the water side, and wiih twenty six men besides m>Scif,in 
two small boats, got on board the ship, took her and the other 
'Vessels with all their force, disarm the men, and send mr. 
Bland and Carver on shore prisoners, with as many of the 
•others as we thought convenient. 

Thus have I given your honours a brief account of this 
kind of service ; which tho' it wants many of its just cir- , 
cumstances, I fear may seeiti tedious to you, but I humbjly 
-beseech your honours to consider the benefit that in alllikfc* 
lihood accrued by this fatal blow to Bacon's designs ; for with 
this force he must be concluded absolute master of every 
main's fortune m this country, and with that, every mer- 
chant's ship that came in, of which there were twenty before 
his majesty's ships arrived, and although some of the mer- 
chant ships arrived were of considerable force, yet coming ia 
without any notice, which tliey could not have without a mi- 
nicle, might easily have been surpiised. If this had happen- 
ed, then I beseech your lordships to consider whether this 
nilght not have put his majesty's ships in some hazard, con- 
sidering that although sir John Beny is, without all doubt, 
Q gentleman of unquestionable conduct and courage, and 
would not have valued much a greater number in a larger 
room, yet, being in a narrow river, whether Bacon might not 
have burnt or otherwise destroyed them. 'Tis impossible, it 
onay be said^ but that when his majesty's forces appeared^ 
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CHAB. fiacao woofdliaTe resigned; the fikdibood wberebf mmf W 

V. gttffssed by those imths he. imposed on the pec^e^ to oppose 

^^Bsa^BK any forces his majesty should send m, snd also by his dccbf^ 
g. ' ^ rations to the peoi^e, but ] shall leaTe.this to your better 

tocon s re- consideration 

peUion. Besides thi^ (most honourable gentlemen) I do avei^ 

that after my coming unto York river from Accomack, bf 
another order from sir Wm. Berkeley, I was the prime cause 
of taking away and 'securing four ef the enemy's sloops, 
which was all the vessels they had but one smaU ship, which 
we had also secured, had she not been removed two days be^ 
fore, and hauled up where we could not come at her. This 
was no small discotirageitient to the enemy ; neither mm it 
performed without great hazard, as many can witness. 

I DOUBT not, most honoured sirs, but most of you here 
know, I was never wanting, at all times^ to oppose the rebels 
«]1 1 could, with all diligence, hazard, and hardships. I wil 
not presume to trouble ym further with this, but humbly beg 
your patience, while 1 say something of my sufferings for 
Hiy thus serving his majesty, under the comn>and and oon- 
* duct of his governor sir Wm. Berkeley, according to my 
duty and allegiance The ruinous condition I was left m I 
hope is not unknown to yoin* honours here present, and I am 
sure to many in the country besides ; being pkmdered of aH 
in their reach^ both without and withm doors^ besides my 
books and papers to a considerable value. 

^Yet, I give God thanks I was not so much concerned at 
this (tho' their malice reached to all that had rehition to me) 
as I was joyful for the happy restoration of the country, hav« 
ingtbe biint hop^ of such a settlement as. that we might 
enjoy the poor remains of our foKunes in peaces and thiC 
the laws might haye their former vigour, (which for some 
months had been wholly laid by) so as by theia every man 
might recover what should be found in justice to belong to 
him. 

But I did not long enjoy the effects of these hopeM con-' 
siderations; for, although I applied myself as eariy as any 
one, except colonel Bridges, yet it pleased the right hoeour" 
able governor to take out of my hand the collector's place of 
York river, the only little suppoit left for myself and fon^y, 
which I held by sir Wm. Bcrkeley'^s commission, thecaibo 
whereof I do not yet know. 

Upon consideration, that, by the actofthegr^d a^semblf 
all persons were left liable to be sued for trespasses, commit* 
ted in the time of rebellion, I commenced my actions agalost 
some of the principal of those that plundered me, but was 
lundered in the proseciuioitby apix>tec;ion granted to George' 
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Warttlatc, contrary t6 the cypress words bf the laws of thii CHAP. 
Country and inahyslati^tes of England. V- 

Moreover^ when, in order to niwking my proof , I desind ,g^g 
k dedimUB protestatem for theexarninutionof wiinesaes, it Wi-s n^^.Q,^»5 y-^ 
denied mehy which means, thou^^h I had judgment granted jj^i^on, 
ine the last assembly for a small part of wliat 1 lost, yet I 
'could not have judgment for my papers ^nd booka, taken 
Viih my foods^ to the value of near 40,000 lbs. of tobacco, 
lor want of evidence ; a great part of which tobacco I must 
pay to other people or go to jail, as being security for an ua« 
ider sheriff, who died in the time of his collection, which pUcc 
I was forced, for the remainder of his time, to manage the 
best 1 could for my security, and had, with much care and 
pjiins, preserved the bills and accounts, by which I shoi!ild 
have Vcceivt d the tobacco to pay those debts for which judg- 
ment doth daily pass against me in the court, wliich makes 
the loss double: now I do humbly beseech your honours to 
believe me thus far, that it is a great trouble upon my spirits, 
beyond all my losse.s, that I stand here before your honours 
as a contemner of that authority to maintain which I have 
Severely suffered ; and I do further cJesire your behtf, that I 
take no pleasure in recounting these roisfntunes, but could 
heartily have wished none of them had happened ; and do 
further humbly desire, that if there shall be any thing found 
5n those depositions, by which it shall appear to your honours 
I have done any thing derogatory to the. honour of his ma- 
jesty's governor or government hers, you will be pleased to 
consider the great cxas[>e rations I had, which possibly might 
l^ise mc^by their continued course, to that height of passion 
as'to speak those things, which, in a better Consideration, a 
calmer temper, I should not have done, and which I shall 
most readily and humbly acknowledge, when it appears. I 
h^I^» gentlemen, if the strictest enquiry be n»ade into my 
past life and consideration in this dountry, I shall be found i o 
father than a ti*ue and faithful subject to his majesty, especi- 
ally In these times of our troubles, without any other design, 
God Almighty is ifny witness, that I know of, than discharg- 
ing^ my duty and allegiance as I ought. 

As to what the right honourable the governor is pleased 

?^ charge me with, concerning a letter casually lost and dis* 
overed to him, I think it hard that that letter should now be 
brought as an aggravation against me in this cause, having 
laid still 80 long, and nothii% said about it ; neither doth it 
even appear it hath been mentioned in England. I do not 
"weH rt member it, but since it is so reflected on, I humbly 
ilesires a copy of that letter may be laid before jouc honouis* 

1-1 
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CHAP, tnj am most ronfident there will not be found ft word ifi If 

V* of his majesty's commissioners spoken but wi(h rcsj>ect ; an4 

jgyg * shall further beg your honours will be pleased to give your 

Bacor's re- ^P"^w>'^®f*t in gtneral, being writ only to a private gentle- 

bellion ^^^ ^^'^ novf^ most honourable gentlemen, being well a** 

sured of your justice and integrity, I shall, in al^ humility, 

Fay my condition before you, for your own considerations, and 

desire that you will please to weigh well the impcfft of those 

depositions against me ; but I fear I hold your honours t09 

long, and shall therefore humbly rest in <hope, that there wiU 

be nothing found whereby it may be thought that I have m^ 

jured any of a malice intent But if it shall appear, that any 

follies have casually been committed, in time past, I hope 

Ihis may be amended for. the future l^ 

Your honours' most humble 

and most ofc>edient respondent, 

PHILIP, I.UDWE£l^. 

March 28th, 1678. 

Recorded, * > 

i*cr Henry HartireH, clerk council 3 
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to Albany.-^ An assembly. — Jts spirited proceed^ 
ings — right of king to revive laws repealed exa* 
mined — Governor suddenly appears, and prct^ 
rogues assembly. ^-r-Succession of James II. --Hls^ 
resentment at the proceedings of the assembly. ^^ 
Directs that Beverley should be prosecuted. — 5(?- 
veralpersons indicted for seditioy^ and treasonable 
expressions. — Death of Beveiley — reflections on 
it. — Servility of the council — King*s project of 
establishing ptpery in the colony.^ — Kegroe, plot 
in Northern i^ech-'^Governor'^s innovations in 
the mode of administering justice^ ^r- Message from 
colonel Dungan-. — Wfns issutd for summoning 
^an assembly. -^Frank Page appointed Clerk of 
assembly — Refections on this appointment.--- 
Determined opposition of assembly — is dissolved 
at the special request of counc^il — Partial insur^ 
rections. — Hhderation of council — Rumors of 
XQ^olution itTEngland* — Joy of the people. ^-^Qr^ 



CHAP. der from duke ofShrev)shun to put the cotony ^ 
^ ^' If est state of defence. — Remonstrance against 

Howard heard, before privy council — their deci-- 
$ion. — Sir F. Nicholson appointed lieutenant gO'^ 
vernor.-^State of Colony at his arrival. — Com* 
missary Blair. — First measures of Nicholson.--^. 
Flan of a college. -^Govemor'^s tour through the 
counties. — His organization of militia. — An as* 
sembly — Its cordial co-operation with thegover* 
nor in his plans of improvement — present him 
three hut dred pounds^ as a token of their respect 
and attac/iment. — Liberal endowment ofuniver* 
sity of fF/lliam and Mary — Royal bounty. -Sir * 
Edmond Andtos arrives. Sir F. Nicholson takes 
his seat in council — removed to Maryland as go* 
vernor. — His fiostility to Virginia a^id her sister 
colonies.^-- His project for their union and concert. 
— His motives for this project. — France sensible 
of the value and importance oj the Noi^ Ameri* 
. can provinces. — -Her proj* ct for cutting them tru 
two, by capture of New- Tork --^Plan (?/' Callier. 
— Exptditionof Frontij^niac defeated by ravages 
oJ the Six Nations. - • Plan of general defence pro* 
posed by the English governors -rejected by Fir* 
ginth." Motives of her refusal.- " Resentment of 
Nicfiolson. ' . 'Memorial of colonel ^larry. . . - Ex* 
traordinary nature of this memorial.- "Reflections^^ 
t^n this memorial. 
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LORD CULPEPPER having forfeited his CHAP. 
commission, by refusing to return to his govern- ^^' , 
ment, lord Howard, of Effingham, was appointed*! 684. 
his successor; and, on the 28th of February, he ^^^^y- 21. 
was sworn into office before the coun il in Vir- ^^ ^^^^ 
ginia. On the same day lie issued several procla- ^^^^ 
mations. Oncof thtm recited for the information 
of the colonists, as had been usual ou such occa- 
sions, the date and other most material circum- 
stances of his commission. The second continued 
all those officers, who had received their appoint- 
ments from former governors, A more important 
measure was the calling an assembly, to meet on 
the 16th of the following April. 

The e^cecutive, of late years, by their arbitrary 
pleasures, and by their sudden prorogations and 
violent dissolutions of assetnblies, had attracted a 
considerable degree of attention and interest to the 
proceedings of this body. It was considered as the 
legitimate and natural support of the rights and 
privileges of the people ; aiij they could npt help 
considering the violence, that h.d been used to- 
wards it on several occasions, as palpable and 
wicked invasions of the just rights and liberties, 
which they had inherited from their ancestors. 
These sentiments the representatives, on their re- 
turn home, would naturally encourage ; so that 
each dissolution, although it immediately freed the 
government from the censures and remonstrai\ocs 
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CHAP, of that bo^, swelled the tide oi discontent, andl 

^^' attached an importance and interest to their ^o^ 

1684. ceedings, which, during a more tranquil period,^ 

they had not been iable to acquire, 
pxpectati- WHATEVER fond illusions might liave beca 
ons raised raised by the arrival of a new goyrempr, they were 
by his am- spj^^jmy dissipated. The arbitr^ury principles of 
Disappoints Culpepper were p»rsiKd without any vari^ion^ 
them by his Those of the plant cutters, who had beeaexcept- 
arbiti-ary ed in the proclamation of a general pardon, were 
proceedings executed, ^d their estates applied, without the. 
advice of the assembly, partly to the payment of the 
attorney- general, the clerk of the general court, 
jurors, sheriffs, and witnesses. The remainder 
was Ittt unappropriated,' and became^ according 
te an dd order of the privy council, by the exam- 
ple of sir William Berkeley in a loose property^ to 
\ise the language of the order, the property of the 
governor.* Richard Bay ley, the last oi these un- 
. fortunate men, was prdertd for execution a short 

time after the mcetingof the assembly. In no in^ 
stance was the prerogative of mercy interposed for 
. a reprieve or suspension of their punishmisnti • 
The case of Beverley remamed yet un^cided;. 
The prosecution of this singular man w^ attrnded 
with considerable perplexity and embarrassment. 
If ^ny opinion had been delivered by the privy 
council on his case, the proceedings in which, as it 
has been seen^^ had been forwarded for their advice, 
it dooj^ot appear ti9 have been so absolute and 
decided as to warrant his execution. It was known, 
;; that in the refusal of the assembly's journals, he 

had acted entirely with the approbation and advice 
of , that body; and the other charges were either 
so frivolous, or so weakly suppcMted by evidence,, 
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that there was littte hope left, unless by executive CHAP. 
management, of procuring his condemnation. ^^' ^ 
Even though this difficulty could be gotten over, 1684. 
it w^s not deemed prudent, in the present temper 
of the people, to shock their fears and jealousy by 
his execution. 

The nature of his offence was not exactly dc- Persecution 
fined. The indictment stated generally that he had ^^^cverky. 
been guilty of high misdemeanors, and no prece- 
dent, that could be collected, enabled them to affix 
a legal punishment to his transgression. The as- 
sembly was in session, and well knew that he suf- 
fered for his attachment to their privileges. They 
wanted his services as clerk, and they would not 
supply his place by a new appointment. 

In this dilemma, it was determined to attempt Procures 

procurins: if possible his conviction, in order after- ^*® cpnvic- 

1 -. 1 -^ r^u • 1 • -^ tion, in or- 

wards to mak« a merit of their clemency m remit- dertomake 

ting his puni&hment ; iand even in those innocent a merit of 
times, there was sufficient patronage or influence pardoning 
in the executive to effect an object so illegal ^^^* 
and wicked: Beverley was found guilty on tlie 
vague charges, which hud been brought forward 
against him, and a pardon was immediately offer- 
ed him, on the sole condition of liis begging par- 
don of the council, without any mention whatever 
being made of the delivery of the journals, which 
was well understood to have been the main ground 
of the prosecution*^ 

It was thought prudent, by the friends & Be- 
verley, that his safety and usefulness should not 
be sacrificed to a vain punctilio ; and as his ene- 
mies tacitly consented to wave their right to an 
inspection of the journals of assembly, it was justly 
considered as a partial victory by the friends of li- 
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CHAP; berty. The humiliition, if indeed it could h€sii 

^^' called, would be coniined to himself; while the 

1684. consequence of his noble resistance would remain 

to his country and posterity. It was represented, 

that this was not the time for a serious contest 

about executive privileges. The late unfortunate 

rebellion had too much strengthened the hands of 

the executive; and time was required to revivd 

the public confidence, and chase away that de- 

spondtnce so fatal to patriotism and public spirit. 

teverlcy These representations had, at length, the de- 

makcs con- gjj,^^j ^g-^^^ . ^^j Beverley, having appeased the 

Cessions to • •ir^i ^'1^1 • 

governor & ^^^^^ pride of the executive, by the concessions, 
council, but which had been demanded, and given security for 
retains the his good behaviour, resumed his station as derk 
journals. of the assembly: a station he had filled with so much 
honor to himself and benefit to his country.^ 

Beverley, the historian, has preserved all the 
acts of this assembly, which, have survived the ne- 
glect and obscurity of the public records, and 
these are too scanty to apsvver even the purpose of 
mere annals^ 

This aera, so interesting, as being the da\Vn of' 
a more ju:>t and enlarged mode of thinking on the 
subject of government, is unhappily fated to dark- 
ness and obscurity. Enough remains in the king's 
instructions and the orders of the Virginia ooun^ 
cil to prov^, that the assemblies evinced the most 
deterttiin^d opposition <to the arbitrary measures 
of the court, and ^^^heir frequent and violent disso- 
lutions suffici'^ndy confirm this fact: but the 
causes, which contributed to this secret revolution 
-in public opinion ; the speeches of particular mem- 
bers, even the greater number of the acts, all these 
things, so essential to a lively, interesting, and 
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^mdtlc view of the times are wanting ; and our 

apprehensions lest the cradle of Virginia hbierty 

should be hurried away by the dwarf fiends, which 16«4, 
surround it, are only appeased by a knowledge of, 
the subsequent events; 

* According to this historian, the duty on li- 
quors iiiipolrted from the other Knglish plantations, 
was imposed during this session. It was.laid^ as 
he alledges, under pretence of lessening the levy 
by poll; but more especially for rebuilding the 
state house, which had been burnt during the re* 
bellion. The' duty was at first laid on wifte and 
rum pnly, at the rate of three pence per gallon, 
\vith the exemption 6f such as should be imported 
in the ships of Virginia owners. The guard at 
the king^s stores at Middle Plantation^ was dis- 
banded, and rangers Were appointed to defend the 
frontiers against the incursions of the Indians,"^ 
J)articularlyof the Five Nations, who, Indiefiance of 
the late treaty, continued their destructive ra- 
vages; We arie hot told what was the fate of this 
assembly! ^ 

Me a n \;<r h 1 1 e , the Warriors of the Five Nations 
iit the instigation, it is supposed, of the French in 
Canada^ continued iheir destructive ravages on tiie 
frontiers, and their reputation for courage and fe- 
rocity, added to their eilormities^ excited just 
alarms throughout the colony. The Indians, irt 
friendship with Virginia, equally with the^^^^tes 
were sufferers by these incursions^ and w<Mfear- 
ried off by their conquerors, with their usOS po- 
licy, to augment their strength. 

The expence of supporting a body of troops, 
adequate to the defence of a frontier so exposed 
and extended, against enemies so sagacious and 
intrepid, would, indeed, be enormous ; and it was 
thought more expedient to open a negociation un« 
Mm 
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dcr Ac influence of d« governor rfNew^^RMrtV 

^ith the sachems of tfiis savi^ republk:. 1^ 

1684. ot^cct appeared at this time of so much knpor- 
temce^ that the personid infiucnoe of the govecnor 
was thought essential on this occa^on ; and there 
appearing nothing, which demanded his iiwnedr- 
hme 19. ^ aiteodon in the colony, he ckparted* in com^ 
pany with two members of tiie cduircil, leaving the 
government in the hands of colonel Bacon, and, 
on the 13th July he spoke with the deputies df 
these tribes at Albany, f in the presence of colonel 
-,. ■ *. ,- , ■ - • ,„■ — . 

♦ Ancient record*, 
f Proposals m«de by the right honorable Francis lord How« 

ard of Eflingham, governor-general of his majesty's domi^ 

nion of Virginia^ to the Mohawks, Oneydoes, Onondagas, 

and Cayugas. 

tt is bow abcwt seVeh y e»*s, said he, since you {iinproTok* 
k(^} came into Virginia, a country belonging to the great king 
of England, and committed several murders and robberies, 
carrying away our christian women and children prisoners 
into your castles. AM which injuries we designed to have re-* 
Yenged on you, but at the desire of ^ir Edmond Andross, tbeM 
jgovemor-generdlof this country^ we desisted from destroying 
^ you, and sent our a^nts, colonel William Kendal am^colo* 

Iiel Southbey Littleton, to confirm and make sure the peace| 
that colonel CoUrsei)r of Maryland inckided us in, wiien he 
first treated with you. W« find, that as yoii quickly forgot 
Hrhat you promised colonbl Cotiraey, so ^ou ha.ve witfull^r 
broke the covenant thain, which you prbmi4^1 oUr agent^ 
colonel Kendal, should be kept more strong and bright^ if w^ 
of Virginia Inrould bury, in the pit of obtivioll,ihe injury then 
donfe us ; which, upon governor Andtx>s;s's intercfcssibrii and 
youf l^bmission, we were witling to forget : but yoki jabi &t 
^I'mifiding the covenant thea.ma4ci hitve every yealr since 
come into our country in a wiLrlike manner, under pttHence 
' of fi^^hting with our Indians, our friends and neighbours, which 
you ought not :o have done, our agent having indbded them 
fikewise in the peace. Y<iii not only deslfroyed and took se^ 
teral of them prisoners, but you hate also kftled smd burnt 
our christian people, destroying com and tobacco more than 
you made use of; killed our horses, hogi» and c<atle, not td 
eat, but to let them lie in the woods and stink : this y^u did 
when.you were not denied any thing you saidyoii wantod4 



J^^^^g^i governor of New- York, md the magia- CHAP. 
Ii^tes of Albany. Eight Mohawk, three OneydocS) ^^* 
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I must also tell yo\h that under th^ pretence of friendi^hipi 
you have come to houses at the heads of our rWer8(whca 
they have been fortified) with ar whUe sheet on a ppley and 
have laid down your guns. before the fort; upon which our 
|H:opIe taking yod for friends^ have admitted your great mea 
into their forts« and have given them meat and drink, what 
they desired. After the great men had refreshed thems«'lves» 
luid desiring to return, as they were let out of the fort*gat^, 
the young menqommonly rushed into the fort, and plun* 
dered the houses, taking away and destroying all the corn, 
tobacco, and bedding, and what else was in the houses. When 
they went aw»y, they generally also took several sheep with 
them, and killed several cows big with caif, and left them be* 
hind ihem ci|t to pieces, and fiung about, as if it were in de- 
fiance of u«t a;id in derision of our friendship. These, and 
mitfiy more inJMiies^ that you have done ua, have caused ino 
to raise forces^, t^send to the heads of our rivers, to defend our 
people from Uiese outrages, till I came to New York, to co- 
lonel Thomas Dungan, 3H>ur g^vernorrgeneiraU to desire him, 
as we are all one ^mg's subjects, to assist me in warring 
against you, to rjeyenge the christian blood that you have shed, 
and to mak« you. give full satisfaction for all the goods that 
you have destroyed ^ but by th^ naediation qf your governor, 
i am now coH^e to Albany, to speak with you, ani to know 
the reason of your breaking the covenant-chain, npt only 
with u« and our neighbour Indies, but with Maryland, who 
are great king Charles's subjects ; for our Indians have given 
king Charles tlieir lapd ;^ therefor^, I, the governor of Vir- 
ginia will protect them, as your governor, under tht great 
duke of York and Albany, will henceforth you, when the 
chain of friendship is made in tween us alU 

Now I liave let you ki^ow, that I am sensible olj|ll the io- 
jiiries you have done us, and by the desire of your^governor- 
general) I am willing to make a neyi^ chain with you for Vir«^ 
ginia, Maryland, and our Indians, that may be more strong 
and> lasting, even to the world's end } so that we may be bre-? 
thren,and great king Charles's children. 

I propose to you first. That ypu call out of out countrie* 
pf Virginia and Maryland, all your young men or soldier* 
that are now there. 

Secondly, That you do not binder or molest our friendljj 
^n^ians from hunUng in our mountaina^it hftvin^bt^n thtii^ 
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three Onondagas, and three Gayiiga sachems at- 
tended : the Senekas had not yet arrived. To use 
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pounfry and none of jfours ; they ntver ^ into your country 
to disurb any of you: ' > ' 

Thirdly, Though the damngeg you have done o^rcotintry' 
be very great* and would requi'^ a great deal of satTsfiiction> 
which you are boynd to give, yet we assure you, that only 
by the persiiasions of your governor, who is at a vast deal 
t>f trouble and charge fpr y<^ur welfare, which you ever ou^ht 
to acknowledge, I have passed it by and forgiven you; upon 
this condition, that yotir people, nor any living among.y.otii 
lor the ftiture, cverconiinit any incursions upon our chrts^ 
tians or Indians living among us, or in Maryland. '' • ' \ 

For the b<^t»cr conBrmation of tlife tame, and that thepeace 
now concluded may be lasting,! propose to kavc twohatci;^ 
cts buried, as a final determ'mation of all wars and jirrirga 
between us ; one on behalf of us and our Indians, and tbe 
other for all your nations united together, that ever did ua 
any injury, or pretended to war against our Indian' friends^ 
or those of Maryland. * . 

And that noitHing may be wanting for confirmation thereof 
(if you desire it) we are willing to send some of our Indian 
sachems, with an agtnt, next somnser, about this time,that^ 
they may ratify the covenant wi:h you here, in this prefixed 
house, where you may see and speak together as friends. 

That the covenant how made between us, in this prefixed 
house, in the presence of your governor, may be firmly kept 
and performed on your parts, as it always has been on ours; 
and that you' do not break any one link of the covenant-chain 
for the fxx ure, by your people's coming ne$ir our plantations ; , 
when you march to the southwaixly keep tu the feet of the 
mountains, and do ri^t come nigh the heads of our rivers, 
there being no btaver hunting there ; for we shall not for the 
future, tfepugh you lay down your arms as friends, ever trust 
you more, you have so often deceived us. 

The next day the Mohawks answered first by their spea- 
ker, saying : 

We must, in the first place, say something to the other 
three nations, by way of repix)of for their not keeping the 
former chain as they ought; and therefoi-e we desire you^ 
great sachem of Virgmia, and you Corlaei ,* and all here pre- 
sent t9 give ear, for we will conceal nothing of the evil they 

< f ^ovcraor ofNew-Vork, 
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Ae figurative language of this people, the chain CHAP, 
of friendship was^ brightened at this meeting, and ^ ^* 
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have done [Then tuminpftothe other nations] You have 
licatd yesterday all that has been said i as for our part*?, we 
are frer of the blame laid on us; we have always been obe- 
dient to Corlaer, and have steadily kept our chain with Vir- 
ginia^ Maryland, aini Boston ; but ye are stupid and brutish^ 
and have no understanding^, we must stamp understandings 
into you. Let the new chain made yesterday be carefully 
preserved for the future. This wc>earnestly recommend to 
)LOU)ibr we are ready to cry for sbame of you ; let us be no 
more ashamed on your account, but be obedient, andxake 
this beliy to keep what we say in your memory. 

Hear now, now i« the lime to hearken ; the covenant-chain 
fcad very near &\\pU by your not keeping it fir«nly. Hold it 
fast now, when all former evils are burietl in the pit. 

You, Oneydocs, I speak to you as children; be no longer 
childish^ or void of understanding. 

You, Onondagasj our brethren, you are like deaf people, 
that cannot hear ; your senses are covered with dirt and filth. 

You, Cayugas^do not return into your former ways. There 
are three thwigs we must all observe 

First, The covenant with Corlaer. -Secondly, The cove- 
nant with V'irginia and Maryland. Thirdly, with Boston. 
We must stamp unders'^nding into you, that you may be 
obedient ; and take this b&lt for a remembrancer. 

Then Cadianne^ the same Mohawk speaker,' turning to 
my lord, said ; 

We are veiy thankftU to y^Uj great sachem of Virginia, 
that you are persi^aded by Corlaer, our governor, to foi'give 
all former faults. We are very glad to hear you, and see 
your heart softened. Take these three beavers as a token. 

We thank thee, great sachem of Virginia, for soif $ig9 that 
the axe shall be thrown into the pit. Take these tw) beavers 
as a token of our joy and thankfulness. 

We are giad that Assarigoa* will bury in the pit what is 
past. Let the earth be ti*od hard over it ; or rather, let a 
strong stream run under the pit, to wash the evil away out 
of our sight and remembrance, and that it may never oe 
digged up again. 

f The name the Five Nation? always give the gpver* - 
por of Virginia. - * 
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CH AF, ijhc hatehet was buried b^ both parties with sdl^n^ 
.^ijj^^jj^ solenmities usual oa thie ratificiatiwof treses. 
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Assarsgoa) you are aman of knowledge and' understandings 
thus to keep the covenaiit-chaui bright f^ &ilirer ; and novn 
again to renew it, and make it stronger, (Tlien pointing ta. 
the three other nations, said,)' But they are chsua-breakers. I 
lay down tilts as a token, that we Mohawks have preserved 
the chain entire on our parts. Gives two beavers and aracoon* 

The coychant raust be kept ; for the fire trf love of Vir- 
|;tnia and Maryland bums, in tbis place, as^well as oum, and. 
this house- of peace must t)a kept clean. Gives two^beai^rs. 

We how plant a tree? whose top will reach the sun, and its, 
branches sprca<l fkr abroad^ so that it shall be seen afar off; 
and we shall shelter ourselves un4t;r it, and live in peace 
without mojeatation. Here he gave two beavers, , 

You proposed yesterday^ that if we were desirous tasee. 
the Indians of Virginia, you are willing to send some of their, 
sachems next summer, about this time to this place. This 
proposal pleases me very much, the sooner they come the 
betteu, that we may speak with them in this house, wJiich is 
ap|X)inted for our speaking H'ith our friends ; and give two, 
belts to confirm it. . 

You have now Iie^rd what exhortation vre have made to 
the other three nations ; we have taken the hatchet out oC- 
their hands ; we now therefore pray, that both yciur hatchet» 
may likewise be buried in a depp pit. Giving twp beHvers. 

As§angoa, some of us Mohawks are out against our ene- 
mies, that lie afar off, they wjll^o you no harm, ftbr plunder, 
a$ the others do. Be kind to th^, if they shall happen to 
come to any of your plantations; give them some tobacco 
and some vi<^tuals ; for ihey will neither rob nor steal> as the. 
Onirydoes, Onondagas, and CayiTgaa have done. 

The Oneydocs particularly thank you, great sachem of 
Virginia, for consenting to lay down the axe. Tlic hatchet 
is taken out of all their hands. Gives a belt. 

We again thank Assarigoa tliat he has made a new chain* 
Let it be kept bright and clean^ aiid held fast on all sides ; let 
not any one pull his arm from it« We include all the four 
nations in giving this t>elt. 

We again pray Assarigoa te take the Oneydoes into hi^ 
favor, and keep the chain strong with them i for they are o\i,i^ 
diildren. Gives a belt. 



LoitT) jHcPmrd dn his return ordered thfe mlli- ^HAP; 
tia to be prepared to march against tht Indians at aMM ^ 
tliehead of the bay^ who, during his absence, had 1^8*- 
made a violent inroad on the frontier settlements.* 



The Oneydoes give twenty heave t^ as a satrsfattion to^ 
what thty promised the lord Baltimore^ and devm tliat they 
sriay be discharged of that debt. 

The two govei'nors told them, they would use their en* 
tjeavors with the lord Baltimore, to persuade him to forgive 
What remained. 

Then the Indians desired that the hole might be dug to 
i>ury the axes^ viz. one in behalf ^f Virginia and their Indians^ 
another in behalf of Maryland and theirs, and thti^e for the 
Onondagas, Oneydoes, and Cajrugas. The Mohawks SQid» 
there was no need of 'burying oi^ their account, for the first 
thain had riever been broke by them. 

Then the three nations spoke by an^nondago^ called 
^hanoiijanihta, •who said : 

We thank the great sachem of Virginia, that he has so 
readily forgiven and forgot the injuries' that have been done ; 
«nd we, for our parts, gladly catch at, and lay bold of the 
new chain Then, each of them delivered an axe to be butied 
•nd gave a belt. 

, I speak in the name of alt three nations, and include them 
in this chain, which We desire may be kept clean and bright 
like silver. Gives a belt. 

We desire, that the path may be open for the Indians un- 
Afler AssaHgoa's protection, to come safely and freely to this 
place, in order to confirm the peace. Gives six fathom of 
wampum.^ 

Then the axes were buried in the south-east end of the 
«ourt-yard, and the Indians threw the earth upon them ; 
after which the lord Howard told them, since now a firm 
beaee is concluded, we shall hereafter remain iri^ads, and 
Virginia and Maryland will send once in two or three years 
to renew it, and some of oitf sachems shall come, according 
io your desire, 1) confirm it. 

Last of all the Oneydoes, the Onondagas, and Cayugasi 
jointly sang the peace song, whh demonstrations of much 

£y ; and thanked the govemdr of New-York for his^effectuai 
edtatioa with the governor of Virginia m their favour, 

CokUn's Mve Aation^s, vol. i. pp.^ 45-^5 ^ 
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This year dkd Charles II, wtfoscgovcmoMibti 
^^_^^^ at home and abraid, prsented one unvaried image 
1684. of weakness, tyrann} , andinsipoerity ; aneglectof, 

I^*^'^ or racher a deliberate departure firom those decent 
^'*"*** ^ principles and dutieis, which form the strongest 
cement to social life, and constitute*its best onKU 
ment and j»x)sperity • 

Taught prudence by the fete of his fether^ 
he foreboic tiercising suddenly any violent 
stretch of prerogative, which would wdy shock 
the pi cjudices and alarm the jealousy of die nation. 
A more refined and cautious policy was introduce* 
ed ; and wfiuenu^ a mysterious power, hitherto 
unknown in the constitution, was caOed in as an 
auxiliary, more to be depended on than preroga- 
tive so jusdy suspected ; and battered by the as- 
saults of die long parliament. By a long course of 
gradual encroachment, he, in a great measure, 
frittered au'a} or weakened those inestimable pri- 
vilegesj so lately wrested from monarchy ; and 
with a constitution tolerably free from defect in 
theory, England, at the period of his decease, ex- 
hibitcd a picture not materially difierent from thtf 
absolute monarchies of the continent. 

An hypocrite in matters of religion; his pti*. 
vate life wasopenly profligate anddissdute: by his 
example virtue was openly laughed outof counte-' 
nance, and chastity and integrity were considered 
as vulgar and rlistic qualities, admirably calculated 
indeed for the poor and base bom, but utterly and 
eminently beneath the consideration of the great 
and exalted. The manners and literature erf thd 
nation could scarcely hope to escape thfc joint 
operation of a power so resisdess, and an exam-* 
pie so contagious. Literature was rapidly exchang- 
ing her noble and majestic simplicity ; the solid 
precept, the terse and unforced reflection, the na- 
tural sail) ; for the quaint conceit, the pert, dis- 



yc^ii«\^tticism, the strained artifi^^^ CHAP, 

tew bliffooner}\ Language indeed, added to its rich- ^ss^s^sam- 
ncss and compass during this ptriod ; but this 1684. 
has been justly thought as affording no equivalent 
for the natural sentiments and the rude and vigo* 
irous beauties of former times. 

In ho part pf the empire was the bdrieful tieh- 
dency of his trieasures and principles ft It mord 
sensibly than in the North American colonies. 
Far removed from the seat of power ; wanting a 
concert among themselves, and deriving little slip* 
port from royal charters ; they presented, in their 
growing and prosperous fortunes, their simple 
manners^ and sturdy patriotisrti, objects too invit* 
ing to the avarice and jealousy of the king This 
imperfect portrait is drawn principally with the 
view of directing the attention of the reader to a. 
circumstance but little attended to, viz, thatthe lo vi^ 
ebb to which freedom was reduced in all he En- 
glish colonies, not even excepting Ma-.sachusetts> ' ' 
during this reign, and forabonsiderablel'meafterj 
must be ascribed to the perfidious policy and ar-^ 
bitrary principles of this man ; and it will afford 
isome slight consolation to the antiquary and tht 
patriot, that England, with all her boasted intel- 
ligence and patriotism, was in no better conditioti 
during this period. His successor, wanting hi$^ 
capacity, and infuriated by bigotry ^ prevented the 
complete consummation of his project by hii* 
violence and presumption. ' 

The succession of James II was fgrmallyan- I68s. 
il6un(5ed, and* he was proclaimed With the usual Fcb'ry. 1$, 
demonstrations of respect. An humble address, 
signed by the governor andcouncilj the sheriffs, 
justices, and professing to speak the wishes of the* 
freeholdersgcnerally,wassent tothenew king; con- 
£ratulatii)g him on this occasion^ and tendering 
N B 
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Um Aar *6Tes and fixtnnes mh c u e i^ he shocdd 

have occasion todemaDdtfatnu His first advances 

l^>. towards Virginia were gracious and obliging, and 

raised the same hopes by idiich, notwitfastand* 
ing hts known bigotnr and t^ranor, the modm^ 
coontrjr had been ddoded. He cootinoed aU die 
officers within the rojral gift, and promised a new 
great seal to the colony, whose derice should be 
emUematic of his glory, and a sjmbol of his re- 
gard for Virginia. 4^ return for these vain profes- 
sions, which cost nodiing, but which, from his 
former character, being wholly unexpected, wet€ 
regarded as the most gracious concessions, did 
the governor and council pledge the Mood and the 
treasures of the colonists. 

It does not appear, that this event was regarded 
in the same light by the body of die people, and 
it was thought prudent to stretch die power of the 
governor, in oider to rq>ress the growing discon- 
6ctbb6r IS* tents^^ A proclamation was issued by lord How- 
ard, stricdy forbidding all seditious discourses, 
and by this measure he had in view the shielding 
the character of the king from charges of papacy 
and tyranny, and his own, from well grounckd ac- 
cusations of rapacitf and extortion. During the 
recess, he had undertaken to enlarge the fees and 
perquisites of his office, and to impose arbitrarily 
new fees, without the advice or authority of the 
assembly; and those who refused to comply with 
his illegal requisitions were thrown into prison, 
and refrised the benefits of the plainest and most 
incontestible provisions of the lawsiof Engbnd.f 
He had summoned an assembly to tkieet on the 
first of October, by writs, bearing date lOth July; 
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|$ut the general discontents rendered a meeting of CHAP. 
this body at this juncture imprudent, if not dan- ^^' 
gerous, and on the plea of sickness he prorogued 1^85. 
them to the following month.* / Nov. 2. 

Meanwhile colonel Byrdand Edmond Jen- Commissi* 
nings,attorncy-general,whohad been sent, attend- ^"<^^ 7»^^ 
cd withachief from eachof die tribes of Pamunky,jJ^^^^^ 
Chickahomini, and Matapony, and one from an pairtoAlbgi? 
other tribe of the Powhatans,t to ratify the treaty ny. 
made by lord Howard the preceding year, re- 
turned, having fully accomplished the object of 
his mission. At this treaty it was agreed, that the Sept^^mb^; 
Virginians and their Indians should henceforth 
be at peace with the Five Nations and their tribu- 
taries*; and a Mohawk orator, who wound up the 
ceremonies, after cs;culpating his tribe and the 
Senacas from all share in the late ouitra^s com- 
plained of by Virginia, sang all the links of the 
chain, which he held in his hand, and which was. 
the symbol of the friendship, which was hence- 
forth to bind the contracting parties. After this 
he sang, by way of admonition to the Onondagas, 
Oneydoes, and jQayugas, J who bore the imputa- 
tiQuof having infringed the former treaty, and 
concluded with a song of peace to the sachems of 
Virginia. 

Meanwhile, the assembly, which had been An aueitir 
prorogued to the 6th November, met at James*- ^^y* 
City, and proceeded immediately to a spirited en- 
quiry into the state of the colony, and more par- 
ticularly of those arbitrary measures of the governor, 
which affected at once the privileges of assemblies 
and the liberty of tlie subject; The intrepid Be- 
yerley, destined to make new sacrifices to the 
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CHAP, liberty of hi3 country, and te encauntcF Bew fd^ 
y^' _ secutions, was still their clerk ; and by hib courage^ 
io?5; " j^eal, experience and fidelity, |ie coatributed to 
animate and confirm the prebcnt opposition. Never 
i^ince the foundations of the governpaent, not even 
at the seiztire of Hei vey, drd the assembly disb- 
play a more darjpg and determined resiit^ce. 

Fbom severe strictures on the conduct of thfiL 
eoyernor in disbursii;>g the amouiU of the late du- 
ties on winc3 ^nd liquors, without their control, 
and refusing to subnxit the estimates to their revi- 
^ipn, according to. the provisions of the act, they 

Ssed rapidly m to the more alarming abuse of 
authority : his vident stretch of prerogative ; 
iHegai txaptions of fees-; hi** arbitrary ^izurc 
jof individuals, and their rigorpus imprisonment, 
\a spite of their demuids to be brought lo ti ial ; 
;}iis repeated refusal of the writ of habeas corpuSj^ 
\vhich was the right of 'a\[ subjects of England, 
and >vhich their anqestois had purchased at an in.- 
i^it^ expence of their best blood. 
Its spirited Kj£ SOLUTIONS, in the spirit of these charges, 
proceed- were cairied with litde opposition; and, in order 
*PB*' to secure in-fnturc the personal liberty of the peo- 

ple, as well as the privileges of their own body^^ 
irom similar invasion, several acts were passedt 
^Icu^ated to render more clear and certain those 
wholesome and important provisions^, whic^ had 
been so grossly violated. 

^T is scarcely necessary to add, that these ?iCts 
were negatived by the governor. He did npt evea 
condescend to explain the reasons for his rt]e<> 
tion ; and' the assembly, already suffiicieiitiy irri* 
tated against him, abandoned all reserve on this 
pccasion. 

Lord Howard, in obedience, as he alledged, tq 
the king's instructions, had issued a proclaniatiorij 
jrepealii^ several acts of assembly, whicb w^rf 
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Jjbemadves Te|«als of Imm^r a^ofe, swd decbting 
the. acts repeak4 by tb^ body to be revived, and 
henceforth to remain in full force as they weie be^ i^es. 
fore tbe passing these acts, ^ 

T«is procteiation the assemUy pronounced Right ef 
JUkgal and unwarrantable, and as holding out a K*"^ ^° ^^ 
doctrine, which was utterly subversive of those rep^ealcdw 
iBstablished usages and principles on wliich the amined.. 
governxnent had ever been administered. They 
contended, tliat if governors could at pleasure re- 
vive laws, which had been solemqly repealed by 
the aiisembjy, the weight of the popular branch 
was utterly annihilated in the government; that 
the repeal as weU as the enaction of laws were 
plainly of the same nature, and should be exercis- 
ed by the same body, and that no rational distinct - 
tion could be even irnagined between them ; that 
if the king, by his prerogative, had authority to 
xep£al laws solemnly passed by the legislature, no 
one could doubt of his right to enact them ; an^ 
that all those checks and balances, devibed with 
SO much care, for the security of liberty and pro- 
pel ty, were so many idle distinctions, which might 
sound well to the ^ar, but were utt:erly impotent 
. when opposed by prerogative, f 

This was, perhaps, the nicest distinction that 
had been taken during the existence of the colo- 
nial government. It might have been answered, 
that the king liad a double negative upon all laws, 
one by his deputy, the other by himself in coun- 
cil ; that though the assembly's repeal of the acts 
in question had received tl^e assent of the gover* 
fior, and^vere to all intents and purposes laws un« 
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CHAP. tU the king's pleasure was declared, they wmted 
, yet a farther property to render their validity abso- 
n$6. lute and certain... .the royal assent ; that until thi^ 

final ratification^ the law^ repealed by the assem- 
bly, although their operation was suspended, re- 
vived of course fi*oni the moment the king had 
refused his assent to their repeal. 

We are went told whether the governor used any 
arguments in support of his prerogative. Should 
we judge by an^ogy, drawn fi-om his own cha- 
racter, or the general cmiduct of the governors of 
Virginia, a disdainful silence or obstinate nega- 
tive were the only arguments, which he would 
condescend to use on this occasion. But althougti 
neither his insolence nor his capacity would per^ 
mit him to reason, his chagrin, his fears were ma- 
nifested in a way more consistent with his office. 
Dec. 15. He suddenly appeared in, the chamber of the house 
^Ta^^^^ of burgesses, and prorogued their meeting to the 
JmS and 20th of October, 1686.* The burgesses had fore- 
prorogues seen this ^vent, and' had taken care to pireservc 
them. on their journals,! for the advancement of liberty^ 

and as an example to future assemblies, the noble 
ardor and spirit of their opposition. 

It is difficult to conceive why he should have 
prorogued instead of dissolving this body, which 
was the usual remedy for refi-actoiy assemblies* 
There is only one conjecture which can satisfac- 
torily account for this proceedure. The general 
disaffection left no hope of a better choice of cha- 
racters by a new election, and he was not without 
hope, that, by a judicious management he might 
disarm opposition^ and set aside their declared re- 
solution of appealing to the king, and sending an 
agent to support their accusations against hiin. 
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' 'Alt HOUGH he had litlte to apprehencHrom any 
charge of tyranny before a tribunal like that of . 
James, he was not equally indifferent to the means 'fiss 
of eratifyins: his resentment against the colony, J^«8entmen« 
^^A u 1 ^ ^ 4^- • r j«^ 4. 1? of James at 

and he lost no time m forwarding an account of theprbcecd 

the proceedings of the assembly, aggravated by jngs of sm^ 
every circumstance likely to wcwrk on the pride sembiy. 
and jealousy of that weak and biggotted tyrant. 
This representation produced an order from James, August l| 
which, for its singularity, is given in his own ^^^^* 
words. He states, that " Whereas, he had been 
informed of the irregular and tiimultuous pro*- 
ceedings of the house of burgesses, in the late 
mutiny of the assembly, the members thereof hay- 
ing not only spent their time in frivolous and un- 
necessary debates, but likewise presumed to raise 
disputes touching the negative vo^e wherewith the 
governor is entrusted, which he could not attri- 
bute to any other cause than their disaffected and 
unquiet dispositions, and their sinister intentions 
to protract the time of their sitting, to the great 
oppressionof his subjects, from whom tliey receive 
>vages : as a mark of his displeasure, he com- 
mands the governor to dissolve the present assem- 
bly, to the end the inhabitants of that colony may, at 
fiuchtimeas he should think fit, have opportunity of 
electing such other members as may have a more 
carefril regard to our service and the good of the ^ 
€olony. And whereas, Robert Beverley, clerk of Directs thai!' 
the house of burgesses, appears to have chiefly Beverley 
occasioned and promoted those disputes and con- should b© 
tests, his majesty's will and pleasure is, that he prosecuted*' 
be declared incapable of any office or public em- 
ployment within that colony, and that he be pro- 
secuted according to the utmost severity of the 
law, for altering the records of the assembly, if 
he, the governor, should see cause. And his 
majesty charges and requires the governor, or 
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CHAP, commander in chief for Ihe time beings iip5ft \\i% 

^ convening assemblies, to find a fit person to ext 

1 685. ecu te the office of c4erk Of the hcMise of btirgesses j 

and not to permit any other person whatever to 

execute that office, and requiring the assembly (fi^ 

tnake him the usual allowance." 

Such were the extraordinary theans thought 
necessary by a king of England, with advice of 
his council, to keep under the nobte Vdolir of 
freedom in Vii^iniaj at the moment when M(^s^ 
Sachusetts and the New- En^and colonies, depriv- 
ed of their charters^ and disseized of the x^a* 
luable inheritance of their ancestors, were tiott- 
Signed to the condition of slaves under aroyed 
* commission, vested with powers merely executive* 

It should be considered too, that the charters of 
the New- England states were the freest upon 
earth; whilst that of Virginia, under which rfie 
made this glorious stand, was little more than a 
tnere executive commission, without any menttott 
whatever of a legislature, and that too so immedi* 
ately after the rebellion of Bacon, when she had td 
struggle against those high-handed measures^ 
which invariably mark the conduct of the victOTi* 
0US party towanls their opponents* 

Indeed nothingappears more wonderfill thaa 
the unanimity> which pnevailcd at tiiis time in 
Virginia, so soon after a civil war, conducted 
with so much bitterness and animosity. The 
j^hort- lived distinctions of loyalist and rebel, to^ 
gether with all the irritations and injuries to whicli 
they had given birth, were forgotten ; and both 
parties^ with a modei^ation and good sense, which 
can scarcely be too highly appreciated, directed 
their joint effi^rts to an assertion of their rights 
against the alarming encrpachmentfe of the J^ritiA 
government. 



Of this feet there remaiss sufficient evidence CHAR 
til the conduct of Beverley and LudwelL I'heae , ^^^' , 
inaen were the most violent advocates for the pri. 1686. 
Vileges of the executive, during the rebellion* 
They were now the most ardent supporters of the 
privileges of assemblies and the rights of tht^ . 
people. 

MJEAN#HiLE, the Virginians, justly alarmed 
mt the arbitrary measures oi the governor, and con* 
eluding, from the known principles of the king, 
and his late instruction respectmg the freedom of 
assemblies, that there was a fixtd design against 
their religious and civil liberties, no longer pre. 
tended to conceal their disgust and uneasiness* 
Amongst a people, who always valued themselves 
for their courage and their devotion to liberty^ 
those feelings would naturally manifest themselvea 
in stnxig expressions of indignation ; and as the 
ruling power was little disposed to admit any st i > 
tures on its prcJceedings, measures were taken ex* 
actly similar to those adopted in Britain to repress 
and punish the malecontents. 

Edmunb Bowman was ordered to appear be- Several pet 
fore the council, for treascoiable words used against sons indict- 
Ibe king,andthe justices of Accomack were com- ®.^ ^rsedi- 
manded to take his bond, with security^ for his treasonable 
appearance. James Collins^ for treasonable ex expressions 
pressions against the kii^, was thrown into pris(m 
aud loaded with irons. The council, too, appear 
to have adopted the haughtiness and insolence of 
the governor* James Howard was committed for 
slighting colonel Learns authority, and the attorney- 
general was directed to proceed against him. . 
Christopher Berryman, disobeying president Ba- 
con's warrant, was ordered to beg pardon on his 
jLUees, 

O o 
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CHAP. The irttrcpid Beverley was no more,* having 
^^' ^ied sometime thib year; but the malignity erf* his 
1686. enemies and those of tfie constitution, pursued 

Death of jiinfj beyond life and the grave. Although nothing 
^^fl*^^!^^!' is mentioned explicidy in the records, of the tim« 
tyiOusevent '^™^ circumstances of his death, there are strong 
reasons to believe, that his former imprisonment . 
and persecution^ added totte he^v dangers he was 
compelled to encounter, by the late instructions of 
the king, had undermined his health and hastened 
his dissolution : so that he may juj^tly be consi- 
dered a martyr to the constitution. Could this 
have been the Robert Beveiley, who, during th<5 
late rebellion, was so violent a partizan of tyranny ? 
who hunted treason with so much violence and 
malignity ? who w^ so distinguished for his cou- 
rage, activity, rapacity, and sanguinary spirit ? If so, 
few changes of character were ever more radical 
and sincere; and he lived tto make full atone* 
ment for his former excesses, by his unshaken 
fidelity in his late trial, and his noble ardor aiid 
constancy in opposing the encroachments on th^ 
liberties of his country. Virginia has been unjust 
to this man, in not preserving any authentic cir- 
cumstances of his birth, manners, education and 
character; wherewith the historian might radse a 
monument to his feme ; and, by a sort of judg- 
toent, her own reputation suffers equally by the 
neglect of those pious officesi which would have 
served to illumine one of the darkest pages of her 
history. 1 regret that I cannot render him that 
iustice to which his merits so fully entitle him :5 
but his su&ring, his principles, and courage, have, 
I hope, raised for him an interest and respect i^ 
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Ae In-ea^t of the reader, which, unconnected and CHAP. 
unsatisfactory as are the incidents ol his life, and ^^ ^ 
feebly the capacity of the histqirian, will stand hipi i^Si6. 
instead of a more exact t)iography. 

The insolence of the council was equalled only April 4, 
by their mean and servile adulation to the king, i^^^;,.^ - 
They, in one of their addresses, thank him for hSs councilT 
gracious indulgence* of liberty of conscience: a 
principle indeed, just and noble in itself; butwhich 
they were well aware was intended merely as ^ 
prelude to the establishment of popery, With ^ 
meanness still more disgusting, they intreat his 
majesty to accept the lives and fortunes of his sub- 
jects in Virginia, fqr the inestimable honor of a 
glorious scaUt I" such lofty terms do they speak 
of a bauble bestowed in the childish pruritnce of 
royal vanity. 

The king was evidently preparing the way in King^ pw» 
Virgioiji for the complete establishment of his fa- j^ft of esta^, 
Vorite maxims in religion and politics ; and the *^l*s^\"F^ Po* 
tractable spirit of the council pointed thetn out as ^^^y! 
the fittest instrumenf^ on this pqca^ion^ 1 hey 
were all, 'tis true, qf tne church of England, and. 
would doubtless be shocked by an undisguibed 
avowal pf such ^ project; but th^y were the mere 
creatures of royalty, and could scarcely be sup- 
posed hardy enough to oppose a power, which, 
had triumphed over the liberties of England. 

Philip Ludweh., who had lately embarke4 
with the countiy party against the m^surcs of the 
court, was, about this time dii>placed by the king, - 
and Isaac Allerton, a papist, was appointed in his. 
room X The proclamation in favor of liberty of 
conscience had some time before been publish^ 
ed ; and, by a sprt of royal casuistiy, Allerton'^ 
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rtRj^oud scruples were tH)t oSfettided by the tendft^' 

of the oaths ot office, which were dispensed with 

J 687. in his favor. Jc^n Cus^is, another member of that 

body, was for some other pretext, displaced ; land 

John Armstead, anothtr papist, was appointed * 

Negjro plot A ftAN of insnrrection of the blacks was a£t 

in Northern this time discovered in the Northern Neck, just in 

^?^^' time to prevent its explosion. The governor on 

this occasion commanded, that the laws af^insft 

the meeting of negroes should be strictly enforced. 

There are no data by which we irhight estimate, 

With any accuracj , the population of this race in, 

Virginia. B\it as there was a stock so early as 

J6^, and a continual trade was driven by the 

planters with the Royal African Company, for 

Cargoes of hkely young negroes of both ^xes, 

wc should conclude the number was con^derabte* 

The laws enacted, by betraying the fears of the 

coitmistSj are Conclu:>ive evidence of this fact* 

When we consider the proportion between the 

numbers of the whites and blj^cks at this day^ 

When Virginia has been lon^debarred the liberty 

of importing, under seve e penalties, perhaps wfi 

shall find reason to believe their numtxrrs fell little 

short of one halfi 

Coremor^ The governor, now secUre in the co^opereEtioii 

innovation of the. council, and free from the immediate cen* 

in the niocie sorship of the assemblies, began to make more 

of adminis- jjnportant innovations, not oiil) in executive du- 

tke?^ •^"^* ties, but also in the administration of justice. Aft 

^ probates and admini^crations on wills were directs 

"* ed to be drawn verbatim in the same form, and 

thty were declared to be invalid unless impressed 

with the seal bj the governor. A regulation, which 

affected so nearly the titles of estates,' excited • 
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ftitmgBcnsation through the colony. For the use o( CHAP, 

this seal the enormous lee of two hundred pounds gggg^gg^^ 
!t)f tobacco and cs^k was exacted by the governor. 1687. 

A Moafi extraord^ ary, aldiough a less misi- October 3Q. 
chievous regulation, was the establishment of a 
new court 61 chancery. The plan of this judica- 
ture, with 8ome of the reasons lor its in^tilution, 
aie found in the journals of council. It is stated, 
*• that for the reducing ol cases depending in 
chancery, to a more nretlicdical manner than at 
present, he had thought for the future to assign, 
«)rder, and appoint the seventh and tenth days of 
each general court to sit, hear and determine 
causes depending in chancery ; and that his cx- 
tcellency, and so many of the council to his as^ist- 
toce as l^e weight of matters depending might 
require, had <irdered, that all chancery bills might 
be filed four days before, .and answers two days, 
that there might be no room for unnecessary de- 
lays of business. V Beverley, speaking of this in- 
novation, says> that he erected himself into a lord 
chancellor, taking the gentlemen of the council to 
i^t with him as mere associates and advisers, not 
♦lading any vote in the crnises before them. And 
that it might have more the air ofa new court, he 
ivould not so much as sit in the state-house, where 
^U the other public business was dispatclied, but 
took the-dining room of a large houvse for that use. 
But this foppery inighft be forgiven, but for the 
€rpirit of avarice and extortion in which it appears 
to have been founded. The same author says, that ;^ 
he likewise made arbitrary tables of fees, peculiar 
to his high court. 

. During this year a message was received from Nov. lo. 
colonel Thomas Dungaii, governor oi New York, M^ssai^e * 
signilying king James's instructions to him to ^''^"^ coIq- 
build forts for the defence of that state ; and his ^^^IDungaa 
desire, that Virginia should contribuie towards 
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an object, which it was ]Mreteiided, was cquaRir 
for the protection and security of all the £ngU5.h 

1687. plantations. The message of Dungan farthe r stated 
that from the recent establishment of Pennsylva- 
nia, and East and West Jersey, little was to bp 
expected from their contingent. That Maryland, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut had agreed to 
furnish six hundred men,^ and that they expended 
the last year ten thousand pounds * This may be 
regarded as the first attempt to establish a con^ 
cert amongst the Englibh colonies in America. 

But this projectf of James had its rise not in any 

, enlarged views of patriotism or policy. He wished 

merely to strengthen New-York, of which he was 

at once sovereign and proprietor, at the expencc 

of the other colonics; and he entertained little 

doubt that his influence, as king of KngJand, would 

direct dieir joint effortstto thi^ favorite object. But 

Virginia was not in a disposition to make any new 

sacrifices to cpmplaisance ; and without permit* 

ting themselves to be aft;cted by the mess^e of 

Dungan, the king's instructions, or the pretended 

importance or urgency of the occasion, they ob- 

stinately refused to contrib^te ^ shilling for thi«, 

purpose. J 

V^rits igsu- LoRi? Howard issued writs summoning an as- 

cd for call- sembly, to meet on the I9th of April, I088, and 

ing an as- commanded the sheriffs to elect two burgesses in 

every county. . This assembly, prorogi^ed by rea- 

1688. son of his lordship^s indisposition, cojivened oa 
April t4t. t|ie 24th. || But before they could proceed to bu* 
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idness n clerk was to be appoint©^ in the jrfacc of 

Beverley ; and as the king's instruction relative ^ 

to the mode of appointing this officer, was in di- l^^s. 
rect opposition at once to ancient usage, and the 
feelings of the legislature, there would natuFalljr 
arise considerable difficulty iif adjusting this pre^ 
liminar). 

It would be expected, that the principal ques- 
tion, which for several years had divided the dif- 
ferent branches of government, now that it was 
fairly at issue, would draw out all the zeal and 
talents of the parties. The records preserve only 
a brief and unsatisfactory account of this event. ^ 

On the second day of the session Francis Page Aprils s; 
was appointed clerk.^ This is all we k«ow of a F. Pagcapj* 
transaction, whose discussion for several years was ^^'">^^ 
attended with such violent agitation, j|od which 
was justly supposed to involve some wthe most 
valuable privileges erf* the legislature. 

There remain some circumstances, whicli 
throw a faint gleam on the darkness of this event. 
Page, if he was iitdeed appointed by the council, 
which is probable; and if he was suffered to offi- 
ciate by the house of burgesses, which is wholly 
uncertain ; did not hold his place longer than thisj. 
session : f when Peter Beverley, the relative, pos- 
sibly the son, of their late intrepid defender, was 
l^egularly appointed lo this office. And as the elec- 
tion of Beverley took place at a time when the 
most complete and cordial unanimity subsisted 
between the executive and the representatives, it is ■ < 
highly probable, that he was either elected by the 
legislature, or appointed at their special instance. J 

8oic£ faiatrays may be let in on this subject 
from other points. It is known with certainty^ 
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tiidt this assembly, ^though convenedTat tiic f^ 
presii directions of Uie king, waa even more up» 
tractable and obstinate than the preceding one ; 
and thtre remains on record mi opinion of ibt 
coimcil, by way of advice to the governor, in fovor 
of an immediate dissolution of this body as a pu« 
nishment for their turbulent and refractory spiriu^l 
It is not improbable, that their Opposition was in- 
flamea by the attempt to foist on them a ckrk con# 
trary to their wishes; But these Gonjcctiilesj 
though certainlv plausible, are for wide of that 
clearness so desirable in history. 
. It is highly probable^ that the prc^ess of the 
Prince ot Orange was not wlioUy unknown at this 
time in Virginia. The resistance of the le^lattire 
had certainly become more serious and decided ; 
and ther^-ose a hope, grounded probably oa the 
report otWie successful issue of ihis event, that 
the oppressions under which the countrj'^labor^ 
would find speedy and effectual redress. Nothing 
less than such expectations could have detained 
the people in any subordiimtion; so irritated were 
they with th^ ^ministration of Hoivard* A more 
important measure of this assembly was a spirited 
remonstrance against the oppressions of lord How. 
ard, and the appointment of colonel Philip Lud- 
well as their agent to present it to the king-t 

In addition to their well grounded sub}^.ts'of 
uneasiness, mys.erious hints and dark surmises 
were thrown out, of some new and dreadful dan- 
ger. Now, the papists and Indians were in a plot, 
to cut the throats of the protestants4 In some 
places it was reported, that the plot had taken 
place, and the people ran to arms, to defend them- 
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iK^Ms iigiifitst^ those &KfMA lenemfcs,* The 

f^onnty pf Stafibrd wis inflamed by the boW and 

enthusiastic, harangues of John Waugh, their 1688, 
preacher ; and some €09init$tion$ had taken place, 
which augured the most ialarniing C0n8equenoe8.t 
The upper part of Kappahannock was actually m 
Ari»s;t ahd, considerii^ the ger^ral discontent, 
these were jusdy cottsi<tered as only forerunners of 
it great and general revolution. 

In these difficulties the president and council Moderatioqi 
thought proper to act with reserve ; and although of counciU 
it became absotutely necessary lb take some no- 
iice of the riots, u4ifich were every day taking 
place, their proccedii\gs were strictly according 
to law, and nothing of that insolence or severity; 
^which before marked Afleir demeanor were visible 
tn the operations of govemnient, 1^ opprtes-^ 
sive fees and other illegal exactions of How** 
ard, which liad so largely contributed to the pr^ 
sent discontents, were remitted. (| 

Ck)x.oN£L John Scarborough had told lord 
lioward, "** that his majesty, king James, would 
wear out the church of i\ngl^dt' For that, when 
there was any vacant offices, he sluppJicd them 
with men of a diflferent persuasion." For this gC- 
fence, at the information of kwd Howard, he was 
prosecuted ; and was now, after a sh(Mt exami^ 
nation, merely to save appearances, discharged bjr- 
tile oouncil.lf Three counsellors weie dispatched 
to quell the disturbances in Stafford, and a com- 
mktee of three of the council was appointed toi ^ 
waftch over Ae public safety; and to act in those 
emergencies, where a quorum could not be had. in| 

* Ancrent reooitls. t ^^fidenu % Jbidsm. \\. Ibidem. 
5 Ancient records. fl|| Ibidem. 
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Nothing short of this moderation, and their hofiefr 
of an immediate redress of all thek gi^ievances^ 
could have pi^vented a civil war» 

But the maiq difficulty yet remained, and this 
was in itself of a nature so delicate, as to require 
Ae utmost caution and deliberation. Several 
months had elipsed since William had been seat- 
ed on the throne, and he had not as yet been pro- 
claimed in Vir^nia; a neglect, which, in the 
present ferment of men's minds, would be sup- 
posed to &U little short of a direct support of the 
kte king. A suspiciom of this mature had already 
been instrumental in fomenting the late conuno* 
idons, and it required die utmost address and dis- 
cretion to secure them, even for a short time^ from 
the consequences of suspicions, which would be 
daily accumulating. But the council had pledged 
their li^es and fortunes and those of the colony to 
James i they had thanked him for his indulgence 
of liberty of conscience; they had co-operated 
with HowttH in extending the at-bitrary princi- 
pies of his government, and in depressing the au^. 
thority of Ae jpseHibly within the colony ; they 
had submitted to an association with papists, and 
dispensed in their favor with the usual tests pre* 
scribed by law ; and after these so many public 
professions and indications of their loyalty and 
attachment, all at once to veer about, when their 
change coifid not by any logic be ascribed to the 
zeal of principteor the influence of ccMiviction, 
was indeed attended with no small embarrassment^ 

It was not imprt)bable> too, from the opinions 
entertained in England of the sacred nature of 
kingly government, that the present proceedings 
would be set aside, as informal and unconstitu- 
tional; and-that, as the present ferment was per- 
mitted to cool, the sovereign power would return 
Into its ancient channels. They could not, they 
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l^ughty use too inuch caution nxrder these cir- 

cuip$tances. The event of the former revolution ^ 

in England, and the restoration of Charies II, con. 1698. 
^rmed them in their cs^ution i §nd it was not until 
they hadexliausted every pretei^t for delay, |nd 
they had received repeated commands to this ef-. 
feet from the privy council, that they 9,t length \^gg^ 
agreed to apppint a day for proclaiming William Mayi 3S« 
and Mary. 

BuT« whatever uneasiness and emb^rassment Joj of tbe 
this procedure might have caused the council, it people. 
V^as received by Uie people at large with every 
demonstration of unfeigned jpy and exultation ; 
and the public?, iiiidignation, which threatened every 
moment«ome great and violent convulsion, im- 
mediately subsided into the calm of content, or 
the temp^ra^te warmth of rational hope. . 

About tliis time the president ^d council were Prc8Mlciic> 
officially instructed Ijy the duke of Shrewsbury,* ^ ^^^^' 
to put the cplony in the best postujre of defence, qwIm froni 
the nation being on the eve of a war with France, duke of 
This was the mmous war undertaken by a coali- Shrewsbury 
tipn of powers principally proteatant ^ for the pro. ^ t^' }^^ 
tection of their civil and religious liberties a^nst ^J^^JI^^* 
the enormous power and ambition of the Bourt ^fdefeo?^. 
boas, directed by the genius of Lewis XIV. It 
was declared in form a short time after ; and as 
jElngland was considered as the he^d of the coa. 
lition, the eflForts of the enemy would probably be 
directed to the destruction of her distant posses- 
sions. Some intimations had even been received 
of 3f projected attack on NeW- York ; and it was ^ 
considered of the utmost importance to direct the 
joint efforts of the British colonies to the protcc- ^ 
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tk»<^die central stale, whidiwas the true p«hit 

^^^^^ erf coaimiintcatictf) between the WNrth and soutb. 

1689. • Thft c^Rpfaiiiit of tte legislature, enmisted t^ 

Eeraoc- LoxtweU^ H lengtji camie t& a hearing before die 

strance a- •— council, the petition was divided kilo tw<i 

ard heard P^^rts- <>«€ GontawwBg: a general chaq^ ot mat- 

beforeprivy adnairastratioft against Ho^rard "; the ^khcr, praj« 

coudciL ing, that cotaki ^rodamations^ in diemselveff 

illegal, and which were [^in invasions of the 

rights oi the legislature and crfony, shoiM be 

declared void. The subject of the petition was 

supposed to invcdve.a question of prerogative, and 

it had ever been the. custom, in aB doobt^ oses, 

lo wie^ the sense »ifd meaning to die royai into* 

Their de^i* rest. In the present instance, a more liberal, or ^^ 

aioa. Hiore prudent, disposition appears tp have actu^ 

ated the government. On all the pomtsof their com* 

• j^aint the privy council decided^ in fiivpr of the 
legislature. But die concessions lost mu<^ ef th^ir 

* v^ue by a pre^nble,*. which denied the principle 



* 1st. At the court at Hampton cowt, the 9tb «f Septenw 
ber, < 689, the kin^ makes an order in council to this ei&ct^ 

Upon readintr a report of the right honorable loi-ds of tbjK 
Commit^ for 1 rade and Foreign P^ntations, that in obe* 
die nee t» his majesty's commands, of the 18th ef March^ 
Ihey had considered the petition ol Fhilip Ludwell) |pth the 
address of tlie house of burg;esses in Virginia* tm^ the lat«, 
king James IL touching several matters^ which with their 
bpinion are as follows : 

Whereas> a proclamatfon had been issued in Trrgtnia, by 
ibc lord Howard, governor in chiefi m pursuance of iB-<»^ic- 
lioDS Cr.>m his Fat-e maiesty, king ('har)es II, dedariag an 
act, passed in Virginia, November, 1682, tor repealing the 
^xflVact of assemWy, made in June, 16S^ The house of 
burgesses conceive ^he said proclamation unwarrantable an(| 
of ill consequence, and therefore pray the same be made 
void Their lordships consisted, the attorney and si>l'i£it3ar 
general, who rc{or cd their opinion, that the act of 1680> 
by the king's ni^ailowi g the act of repeal, was revived , yet, 
inasmuch as the said actoi assembly is represented as ino<^-' 
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cofftended for by Virginia in the question of pjm^ 

rog2^ive; thus appearing to conbider their dc- 

cision more a matter ©f grace than of right. ^689. 
Wit)! the reserve peculiar to courts, no notice 
was taken of the personal charges against l<Ktl 

venient aiid prejudicial to tliat cplony, they humbly ofibr 
tbeir opinion that the same be repealed. 

2^.y. Whereafft they cpn^plaiiv that a fee of 200 lbs. of 
tobacco and cask, lately received by the lord Howard for the • 
use of ttie seal, they find that fee, upon complaint thereof, 
was not disattowed or thought unreasonable by the council 
of Viri^a. Yet, tnasmoch as the same liad not been esta* 
bjtshed by the said courciU ais by the lord Howard's corn* 
mission is Requisite; apd the same being also represented 
as burdensome and uneasy to the colony, they* offer their 
opinion, that it be discontinued, as also the fee of 33 lbs. of 
tobacco demai^ded by the secretary of that colony for record^ 
ing^ surveys of lands* But as to the fee of five p->unds ster* 
ling, received by every escheator ibr every office founds 
\v hereof complaint is also made, they are of opinion) that; 
the same is legal, and fit to be continued, as being an ancient 
and customary f^e, and paid only by such as receive a con« 
siderabte benefit t^reby. 

. L^astly, a« lo the comptainit nuMJlB, that the fines and for« 
feitures in Virginia are not app^li^d to. such purposes, as by 
the said representation is particvilarly set forth and desired, 
they represent that the said fines and forfeitures having, by 
letters patent being granted, by king Charles H, to the lord 
Ci»l|>epper, and others, were re*purcluised bv tht late kin^ 
for divers considerable sums of money, actually p3^id to tho 
said lord Culpepper, and a further pension of six hundred 
pounds per annum, payable for twenty one years, and now 
<5harged upon the establishment of his majesty's army, so 
t^ the said fines and forfeitares are become wholly at the 
disposal of the cr ; wn, as they were before the purchase of 
the i^roperty of the said patentees. Yet, upon examination 
they find, that since the said purchase no part of the said 
revenue has been employed or disposed of otherwise than 
fbr the better of the government of Virginia, to which use 
they are of optmon it may be applied in such manner as his 
saajetty st^ould direct from time to time, and not otlierwise ; 
*:he same Iieing not in any manner appropriated to any par* 
Ocular use or purpose—Which report his majesty approved. 
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C^^P- Howard; ud if any enquiry w» intended, ^it 
^^g^Lg^ would he conducted with the deliba:ution due to 
l^^f . the importance of the diarges and the quali^ (^ 
his lordship. 

LosD Howard sdU pleading ill health as his 
r^tson for not returning to his government, and 
the council having delayed to enquire into the 
diarges exhibited against him, there was not 
ground sufficient, if there existed any disposition^ 
to cancel lus commission.^ But Virginia was 
'without a cMef magistrate, ^nd it was prudent, 
on the eve of a war, whose flames would vnosti 
probably extend to both hemispheres, that the 
government should be admimstered by some per- 
son of weight and experience. . x 
Nov. 1 4. Sir Francis. Nicholson was appointed lieutc* 
Sir FrancU nant governor,, and on the 8d of June, in the foU 
NicholtoD lowing year, he took the oaths of office, and entered 
lieuLeovcr- ^^ *^ duties of hi3 government. The day after 
nor. his installation, the conimission of Commissary 
Blair ^ from, the bishop of London, was laid before 
the council. The duties of commissary were some-i 
what analagous to those of popc*s legate. Here- 
presented in the colonies the right reverend father 
• ^ of the English church. Ii?mad^visitatk)ns through 
the dioceses, enquiring into, and porrecting the 
discipline of the churchesi, and acting in all cases 
with that supreme ecclesiastical authority exer-r 
ci§ed by his superior hiniself. I find that a Mr. 
Temple had formerly exercised those functions 
within the colony ; but it is not expt^sse^, that 
he was vested with the high commissioa of ,th€i 
present commissary, and I am not able todiscor 
ver either the date of his arrival or departi^. 
State of CO. Qn. his arrival he found the M^hole cdoi^ dis- 
Jony at his affected, and ready* to break out at the slightest 
vnvaL irritation into open revolt. Nothing had hitherto 
preserved even the appearance of tranquility bu^' 
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fee fevolution iil Ettgland, and the hopeof rcdreSs 

from a king elected by die nation on principles of 

liberty. The decision erf the council in their favor, t689. 
on the grounds of complaint entrusted to LudWell, 
had served, to keep alive their expectations; and 
the great prudence of the president and council, 
in dispensing with the arbitrary fees, and cau- 
tiously avoiding' every ground of irritation, had 
somewhat appeased the fury of theiF resentment. 
But the colony had the justcst grounds of indig- 
nation against Howard, and they had hoped, that 
the remonstrance of their legislature would have 
procured them a rekase from the government of 
a man become so odious to them by his insolence 
and tyranny. Yet this man was permitted to retain 
his commission ; and sir F. Nichotison, although 
apparently the reverse of his lordship, was but his 
deputy, and would doubtless become his tool for 
enforcing his arbitrary principles, and would,* on 
all occasions, speak and act only as his lordship 
should dictate. Such were the apprehensions of 
Ac Virginians at the time of his arrival. 
' The administration of Nicholson commenced 
tnih a considerable show of activity, and with 
much real moderation and liberality * The plan 
<rf a post-office was proposed, and the project of a 
college, broached during the preceedingyear, was 
progressing under his bounty and patronage. It 
was obvious, notwithstanding, that this object; 
however interesting to theipuntry, couhd receive 
adequate encouragement only from the legislating ; 
^nd it was proposed, by the projectors, that an 
assembly should be convened for thi^ purpose; 
But it seems, that he was under a promisfif to lord 
Howard, to call no assembly, unless coni()elled to 
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the procedure hf the most urgent ahd^palpabh^ 
necessity. His lordship jastly apprehended, that 
those vigilant censors wcMild e^loy themseives 
m collecting new inatter of accusatioii agiBnrt 
bim ; and his conduct, whilst m Vii^^a, waft 
not of a nature, closeiy escamined la a potiticaror 
religious light, to adquire him respect or counte* 
ftance widi the whigs, who now formed a majorilrf 
both in the kgi^s^re and cabinet of the natioo^ 
i'lanof a BsiNG thus disappointed in legislative aad, a 
coliegc. tobscription by pennissioii bf the lteute«aiiit go-* 
veiTior was opened, headed by his own name and 
tiiose of the council ; add in a short time two thou- 
sand five hundred pounds wert subscribed ; i«^ 
which sum is included the generous beoevoknc^' 
of several merchants in Lowion.^ 
Tour thro* The new governs became immediately seiu 
the coun-^ ^\y\^ q^ j^js airivai, that the public ferment re-# 
^^** quited to be managed witii a cautious and gesxtle 

hand, and that a plan of admints^ation di^fly 
the opposite of his^decessgir, should be tn$tanti5r 
adopted. With this view he thought it expedietft 
to make a tourf through the several coiinttes, -with 
the ostensible view of inspecting the arms, takA 
observing the discipiineof the militia ; but in re- 
ality, with a view to ascertain the «tate of opimon, 
and if po^isifele to impress them with a lavorafcte 
opinion of his person aiid principles. 
* In the prosecution of this plan his deportment 
was happily calcul«it«|| to sdothe aiKl oonctbartc 
He discoursed freeiy (if co<i!\try improvements ; 
he instituted public exercises^ and distributed 
prizes to all those who excelled in riding, nraMng, 
shootingv Wrestling;^ and ciidgelling.J The people, 



• Bev«Hey*s Virginia, t Beverley.— Anclcm reeon)ii 
i Beverley.— -Aneiiim records. 



VmoiNIA; 813 

'^ih ipng time accustomed to see in their gover- CHAPi 
tiors only stem and gloomy tyrants, were grateful ^ ^ . 
for these condescensions; a^id their passions, 1689. 
Which every moment threatened the most dread- 
ful convulsion, gradually subsided under the in^ 
fluence of a mild and conciliatca-y government. 

BuTj in the midst of the politeness and respect, 
which he every where experienced, all his obser- 
vations tended to show, that without an assembly^ 
his efforts to restore the public tranquility were 
partial and inadequate ; arid he resolved to gratify 
the public sentiment^ in defiance of ihe express 
prohibition of his superiori 

For the first tiipe sincfe the rebellion, the isgi. 
different branches of government convened with An assen^ 
the most favorable opinion of each other ; delibe- ^^Y* 
rated without heat and even witjiout opposition, 
and parted with mutual and cordial respect. The 
|>roject of a college was highly approved of, and 
recomnxended to the patronage of their majesties ; 
iand the commissary^ Blair was appointed as their 
agent to present the address on this head« 

In this assembly the governor gave his assent its cordial 
to iseVeral acts for encouraging the manufactures co^perati. 
of the cjountry ; and, as every improvement of ®" "^^^^ ^^^ 
this nature tended to make the colony less depend- S^^^"^®^* 
entonthe mother country, it was justly considered 
as propf of a wise and liberal policy, which could 
not be too highly appreciated. He also passed a law 
for theestablishment of to^ns, and for the improve- 
ment of trade. The law concerning towns, or, as it 
was called, of cohabitation,, had divided the opini- 
ORs of the colony for near fiffy years. It had been 
often enacted into a law and asoften been repealed, 
owing to the circumstances of the coutttry. The 
succeeding legislature, by suspendiil^ its opera- 
tion, ptpved that the public sentiment was not yet 
. Qq 
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ina^ up oh tfiissubjecU It b suggested, diattte 
tnain opposition to this project arose from the 
En^sh merdiants, whose consigned trade it w» 
apprehended, would sufier bjr the erectioa of 
ports.* 
AteemHly The assembly evinced their esteem and value 
prcscnU for the liber^ity of the governor by a present of 
500/, to go- thre^ htindred pounds, accompanied by an ad* 
dress at die dose of the session, in which thi^ irr- 
4reat him to receive k as a iestim<H^ of their 
attachment, and the deep sense they entertain of 
fais virtues and obliging demeancM^. But the king^s 
. instructions, about this dme, havii^ strictly fer- 
t)iddefi the several American govemms to receive 
any donatives, an address was sent to their ma- 
jesties, praying that he might have leave to accept 
(t. This permi^ion was obtsuned, wd he pve- 
Mnted one half to the coUege.f 
Liberal eh- Th£ assembly's address, re^peetii^ a coSege^ 
dowmeotof had a4*eception equally favorable ; and a charter 
luniTeraitf. ^^ drawn in e^ct coitformity to the wishes of 
the agent, mr. BIsun Some more sc^ tokens of 
royal bouti^ were added, towards foimding anden* 
dowing the university : near two diobsadd pounds 
sterKng, the balance then due on account of quit, 
rents; twenty thousstod acres ef ehoice laiu}, to^ 
gether with the revenue arisir^ by the penny per 
pound on tobacco exported froni Virginia ami 
Maryland to the other plantations* 

So frail is the tenure of patriotism tli the toysd 
govefnors, that Nicholson, lately eulogi3ed and 
rewarded, before the close of the next session, be- 
came an object of distrust* The act <rf cohabita« 
ticm to which he had given his assent, not being 
found gratdFiil to the kmg, he labored, with all the 
iirfluence he possessed, both with the legisktai^ 

* Beverley. f Ibidem. 
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and ^th individuals, to procure its ropeaL^ A 

ch^ge so violent and bidden was thought to pro- 

ceed from Knotives not entirely disintepested^ At ^691,. 
an early period of theif his^y, the Virginians, 
hoped to be able to bind their governors to their 
interest by gratitude. They seemed tp have for- 
gotten, tliat the governor was the servsmt of the 
crown, BXid that his policy would be^ways direct- 
ed and controlled by the policy of the court. Fatal 
experience alone could convince them (^ the va^ 
nity of such expectations. 

In February, 1692, sir Edmund Andross sue- 1692. 
ceeded as governor in diief, and sir F. Nicholson I^PJ-*^^* 
tookhiss^tifithecoiMicil.tItimmediateiybecame ^ndr^Ts"*"^ 
a question, w|)ether the dissolution of the assem- goYcmor, 
bly was not necessarily the effect of the arrival erf 
a new governor^ We are not told what were the 
arguments used on this oqqasion. The assembly- 
was, however, dissolved, and writs were isi^ued 
for a new election of burgtsses.! 

Ac^oaoiNG to the usage of former governors 
several proqlams^tioi^ were ^ued immediately a£. 
ler his inst^aticm. It may not be amiss to recite 
s(Hneof the subjects pf these executive manifestoes, 
which here, as well as ki J^nglasdi^ w(pre now coi^ 
fined within their proper limits. 

Iif one, the people are informed^ tha,t Pete? 
Heyman w^ apppinted deputy post master, and 
they are con^manded to be aiding and assisting to 
liim in the etecution of hb ofiice : by another, ^ 
jK>lemn fest is enjoinedl to. implore Grod's blessing 
on the consultations of the assembly : another 
enjoins a second iast to avert God's judgment, the 
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CHAF. country being sorely afflicted by the measles : ^ 

. ^'^.' fourth declares, that the said Heyman hath power 

16?2, to set up ferries over every river, creek, or lake 

within the government, where there was no pre- 

viousgrant.* 

The new governor brought with hini die col- 
lege charter; and the assembly, which sat shortly 
after his arrival, declared, that the subscriptions 
to the college were due, and immedir^tely deman- 
dable. They gave a duty on skins and furs for its 
more plentiful endowment; and the foundation of 
the college was laid-f 

Th £ subscription money did not come in with 
the same readiness with which it had been under- 
written. /'However,'' says Beverley, *' there was 
enough given by their majesties, and gathered 
0-om the people, to. keep ail hands at work and 
carry on the building, the foundation wl>ereof they 
then laid ; and the rest, upon suit,^ had judgment 
given against them." 

Sir Edmund Andross is represented to have 
been actuated in his administration by a sound 
judgment and a liberal policy : to have been exact, 
diligent, and methodical in the management of bur 
Siine^s: of a conciliating deportment, and of great 
generosity, t • 



• Ancient records. t ^idem, — Beverley. 

- % Sir Edmund Andfoss was a great eiiccmragerof mano- 
facmre's. In his tin\e t'itlling mills were sei.up by act of as* 
sembly. He also gave puriicular marks qI his favor towards 
the propagating of cotton, which since his lime has beci) 
much neglected He was likewise a great lover of method, 
and dispatch in all sort» of business, which made him fin4 
fault with the management of the secretary's office And, in- 
deed, with very good reason; for, h'oni «hc time of Bi^con'si 
rebellion, till then, there ntver was any office in the world 
TQore ne^igently kept. Several patents qi land were eptefCfl 
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Sir Francis Nicholson was removed in. No- CHAP, 

vember from Maryland to the government of Vir- ^h > 

ginia; and, to give the greater dignity and autho- ^f>9S. 
rity to his government, he bore the commission ^*.'' FJ'anc'"* 
of chief governor. This man, whocould be haughty chief eovcr* 
and affable ; prudent or prodigal ; a patriot or ^or. 
courtier, according to circumstances, had acted 
as the deputy of sir Edmund Andross in New- 
York, underthat commission, which abrpgated the 
charters of the New- England states; and ^dminis- His hostili- 
tered the government of New York without the ty to Virgi- 
agency of assemblies. After the seizure of his ^^^* 
principal, he had been driven out of his govem- 
pient, for his activity in enforcing measures deem- 



l)1ank upon record ; many orfj^inal patents, records, and 
deeds of land, with other matters of 8:reat cor^seqiience, were 
thrown loose about the office* and, suffered to be dirtied, torn 
aid eaten by the moths and other insects But upon this 
gentleman's accession to the govemmentt he immediately 
^d\e directions to rdbrm all these irregularities ; he caused 
the loose and torn records of value to be transcribed into 
new books ; and ordered conveniences to be built within the 
office, f T preserving the records from being lost and con- 
founded as before. He prescribe^i methods to keep the pa- 
pers dry and clean, and to reduce them into such order as 
that any thing might be turned to immediately* But all these 
conveniences weie burnt soon aftep they were finished, in 
October, ^ 698, togethei with the office itself, and the wliole 
state-hobse. But his diligence was so great in that affitiry 
that though his stay afterward in the country was very short, 
yet he caused all the records and papers, which had been 
saved from the fire, to be sortec} again, aiKl registered in 
order, and indeed in much better ordtr than ever they had 
been before. In this condition he left ^em, at his quitting the 
government. > 

He made several offers to re-htfild the state-house in the 
same place ; and had his government continued but six 
months longer, 'tis probable he would have effected it after 
such a manner, as might have been least burtnensome to the 
people^ designing the greatest part at his own cost. 

Beverley y $ 1 42, fifi. 90^9 1 . 
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GH Ap. ed by the people destructive of their dvif and rell- 
^j,„,,^][l^ gious rights; and, as has been scen^ was almost^ 
J 698. immediately appomted the deputy erf Howard ii| 

Virginia; and from thence, after riie arrival of sif 
Edmund Andross, possibly by som^ agreement 
with the prc^rietor, he was employed to adminis- 
ter the govemnrient of Maryland. 
His vanity His observations, during these various em- 
and ambiti- ployments, all tended to show the necessity of 
^* treating the. people of all the plantations with cour. 

tesy and politeness : but the picture of a brav^ 
people, galled by the action of arbitrary govern* 
jnent ; dtecent and orderly in their habits ; jealous 
of their privileges, and occasionally transpixted by 
indignation against their abuse or violation; nei- 
ther their merits nor sufFerijngs, nor the unreason- 
able and wicked aggressions, of their governors, 
could inspire him with a sense of justice or com- 
passion. He remained the base and pliant tool of 
Oppression. But to do away the odium of his ex- 
pulsion fron\ New^York;j he found ijt prudent to. 
' mask his designs, by a, shew of frao^ness and libe- 
rality; to refute the charges of tyranny, by the 
mildness of his rule in Virginia; and thus, by 
laying up a stock of popularity, pave the way for 
the full completion of his projects^ His character 
appears to have been formed cm th^ Hxodel of a 
wild ambition and a puerile vanity.^ The repu- 
tation of a profound statesman and a consummate 
general ; of a mind intimately acquainted ^vith the 
local concerns and dispositions of the colonies ; 
and a genius sufficiently bold and ardent to con- 
ceive and execute the most difficult enterprize i 
nothing less could satisfy the cravings of his inor- 
dinate vanity. 

There is reason to believe, that the project of 
a general government for all the colonies, devised 
by James, but rendered abortive by the revolution, 
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Irtas revivccl by him, ^s the best meaiM of gratify* 

ing his ambition, and securing the absolute au- 

thority of the parent state. He hoped that, by his ^^^^: 
exertions to bring about this event, added to his 
experience in American affairs, he should be made 
choice of to fiU the place of governor general; and 
to this point, from this moment, all his language 
and action^ appeared to have a decided ten(fcncy^ 

The circumstances of the cdionies atihis timte 
presented a fair occasion for the success of his pro- 
ject. On the accession of William, the war, which 
had been long averted by the diplomatic skill of 
Louis XIV and his ininisters, was immediately . 
pronounced necessary to^ie security of the religion 
and liberties of Europe ; and the nation and parlk. 
aiment having seconded the bold views of their so* 
vereign, it was ente^4 into with a spirit propqr* 
tioned to its importance^ 

FuL LY sensible of the great power and sagacity 
4of the foe with whom they had to contend, it has 
been seen, that accounts were early transmitted to 
Virginia, tobepreparedforherowndcfenceandthe 
protection of the other colonies^ The pressure of 
a war with thennost powerful prince, which had 
appeared in Europe since the fall of the Romaii 
empire, did not permit them to second tho» di*^ 
rections by a respectable body of troops ; a cir- 
cumstance, which might have been decisive of the 
fete of thp British colonies. 

WhatjiVer opinion the British nation might France aem 
have entertained of the value of her colonies, it sible of the 
appears, that the French monarch knew justly how ^a^"© of the 
to appreciate their importance. The count de Cal- Englishes 
liers,* governor of Montreal, during his residence 
in Canada, after a long experience, derived from 
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obsenr^ons on die.spot, had formed die bold 

prefect of cutting in two tl|e English c<^onies by 

1698.^ the capture of New-YcMt. 

Her project Th e advantages that would result from the suc- 
of cutting ^^ ^£ ^j protect were obvious : By destroyinir 
by capture ^* concert, it would leave the colomes to fall se« 
of N. York, parately, an easy prey to an invader ; it would 
immediately establish the safety and tranquility of 
Canada^ by enabling the French to subdue or ex- 
terminate the Five Nations, who had lately, by a 
furious imiptioni laid waste the country, even to 
the gates of Montreal and Quebec.* 

De Calliers left Canada inmiediately after 
the failure ot the expedition frcnn New-Edgland^ 
under the command of sir W. Phipps; and, as the 
danger of the province was regarded as imminent, 
and its escape providential, the project of Galliers 
was immediately adopted, 
Wan ofCal- A powerful fleet, having onboard troops and 
lier.'^1692. military stores, sailed from Rochfort and arrived 
at Chebucta early in September.! Here the pfen 
of the campaign began to disclose itself. Coiint 
Frontigniac issued orders to Caflinier, the admiral, 
to sail to New* York, and to continue in the bay 
until the first of December, when, if no farther 
orders were received, he was to proceed to Port 
Royal, where he was directed to land his ammu-^ 
nition, siores^ and provision, and return to France. 
The general himself was immediately to repair to 
Quebec, from whence he would march, with the 
whole force of Canada, by the f oute of Sord river 
and lake Champlain.j: 
Expedition This plan, which appears to have been laid 
of Ftontig- ^ith judgment, was defeated by the operation of 

Dl&C* \ 
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• Cotden's Five Nations. f ^^dcm, 
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t^i*Cutnstances, which could not have been fore- 

Ssecn, On the arrival of the count at Quebec/he 

fbund the whole country in the greatest constcr- 1698 
nationi on account of the destructive inroads of Defeated by 
the Five Nationsj who carried fire and desolation ^f^^^^pfy^ 
even to the gates of Montreal and Quebec, and Nations* 
spread like an inundation over the open country. 
Employed in measures of self-defence, the mag- 
nificent project of Callier was necessarily aban- 
doned for the present; and New- York, without 
any ckertions of her own, saved from the most 
iminent danger.* 

But the plan of Callier would certainly be re- 
vived ; and it became necessary to provide effi- 
cient means fot the future security of the central 
province. The British government was daily be- 
coming sensible kjI the great value of her Ameri- 
can colonies; and the dangers to which they were 
exposed from Canada; These fears will appear 
groundless to those, who will judge by the relative 
strength of the French and English provinces ; 
those of the forifaer amoilnting to little more than 
fifty thousand, while the latter exceeded a million 
of white inhabitants. Such was the prodigious in- 
crease since the year 1606, when a few wretched 
adventurers^landed at James-Town. But the union 
of civil and military authority in the persons of the 
French governors, added to the judicious policy 
of appointing none to this station but officers o£^ 
approved merit, considerably lessened the disjpro'^i 
portion. Their extensive influence over the nu- 
merous trioes of Indians, with the exception of 
die Five Nations, who lie oh the back of the colo- 
tiiesj from the north of New-England to the waters 
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ofike Mississippi aiul the Ohb, tended stai Mbe^ 
to eaualizc the stretiglh of the parties* 
16^8. Urged by the state of circumstances ia the ycai^ 

^pian of gu- i^ij^^ the goveriunent of Engiwd had aet oa fiE)Ot 
fewce ^ro* ^ P'^'^ ^ general defence^* by which the qao^. 
l»sS^the ^ ^^^ coioay was in the ratio of 'm poputeticm^ 
English go- and the scale was forwarded to the diffexeat gOm 
Ttmmcnu verncH*s, with dkectimis to recommend it to tfad 
assemblies for adoption. 

This plan did not take effi^t^becauBe the cdb^ 
T*ies, which w^e most exposed, were dcsinms.oE 
employing their force in a manner more agroeiA)le 
to their own judgment and inuuediate interest ; 
and those, which were more remote ff om the poin^ 
of danger, were imwilling to j^articipaite^ in ther 

cxpence*t 

AMONGst die rest, this plan was proposed to^ 
the legislature of Virginia by sir Francis Nichol- 
son, and every ailment, which ingenuity could 
devise^ urged for its adoption. It was even assert-, 
ed, that a Iwrt on the western frontier of New-Yotfc 
was essentisd to the security of Virginia ; and that 
it was therefore incumbent on the legiedature ta 
Itejectedby contribute to its ^ecUoii and n^intenaoce. But 
Viygioia. these arguments, although enforced by the advice 
and even commands of king WiQisun^ coujdmd^ 
IK> impression on the determined ^irift of the 
assembly*! 

The astonishment andmortificadeteo^NidioW 
son were great at this decided and unqualified 
rejection: but the time was past^ when a goV«v 
nor couSd act in open defiance of the forms of ktwi 
and the constituticn. The revqluticHi kt Eo^^md: 
had thrown a new light on tbe nature and temms 
of a limited government. The expulsion of a mo- 
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Barch, on accoimt <rf the btfeach of his truht jnd CHAP, 
the abo^se erf his prerogatire ; and die election cA a ^^^^^g^ 
stranger, had withdrawn the veil, which had been ia?8. 
mysteriously spre^ over tl^ original contract^ 
Govttmtnent was now alrac^t.imiVersally regarded 
as; a trui^^ not an inheritance ; and the discussioa 
of piirtciples, jus^y deefmed so impottant, could 
scarcely feil to find its way into Virginia, wh«^ 
the people cc^ecived themselves entitled to sdl thd 
priviieges of Englishmen. 
. Disappointed in effecting his jprojects by hia 
own influence, he 1^ the proceeding before th* 
king, and urged in the strongest terms the refi-uc^ 
tory spirit of Virginia, and the propriety of oblig-^ 
ing her to see her trtie interests on this occasion,* 

The tepresent^tion of Nicholson had so much 
the 9ppedt*aiice of goal sense and propriety, that 
king WiHiam refconwneftded anew the considera^ 
ti6i\ of the matter to the ai^semtbly, grounding i( 
on that palt of l^ichols0n*s report, ** tfiat New* 
York was the barrier of Virginia against the In^^ 
dia|is and the French of Canada ; and as such, ^ 
Was btit justice she should defend it. " f 

TwE assembly, after n serious and deliberate Motives fct 
exathinaticm of the arglimet^ts insisted on, fmmd Its, refua^. 
iio reason strong enough to induce a change ia 
the^r determination. But their rdapect for the ad^i. 
vice and opinicm of a king, whos^ accession had 
been so ausfricious to tt^ r^hts and happiness of 
ihfc cotony, required, that th^y should explain the 
grounds of their dissent. They therefore humblf 
iemonstriat^d, " that ntitter the forts then in being, 
nor atiy bthfer that niight be built in the province 
of. New York, could in the kiast avail to the de- 
fence and security of Virginia ; for that either the 
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Frqpch, or the northern Indians, might invad% 
^^__^^^_^ that colony, and not come within a hundred mile% 
tW9. , ofany such fort.* 

The anxiety of Nicholson to gain this point is 
ascribed, by an American historian, to a desire of 
securing to New- York the sole trade of the neigh- • 
bouring Indians, in which Virginia formerly had 
participated. But this motive should by no means 
be admitted. The objects of Nicholson were far 
more extensive ; and although his talents were 
certainly inadequate to their successful executioni 
his plan is by no means defective in boldness or 
judgment. 
Resentment The total failure of a project, on whose imme-. 
qi Nichol- ^j^^.^ success he had rested with perfect assurance^ 
*^" owing to the invincible obstinacy of the house of 

buegesses, excited in his mind an antipaliiy to the 
use of assemblies, and the whole frame of colo- 
nial government, which manifested itself in the 
most vindictive and implacable form. In order to 
the full gratification of this passion, he represented 
the late dissent of thie legislature from his majesty's 
advice, as proceeding from a spirit of rebellion, 
and a propension to republican government; 
charges, which as they struck in with the fears 
and jealousies of the mother country, were most 
likely to to render the colony an object of suspi-^. 
cion and distrust. 

His conduct, a short time after this event, 
proves clearly, that his plan was more profound 
than Beverley has been willing to acknowledge. 
He is stated to have publicly declared, that Ncmf 
York should not want the quota of Virginia, air 
though he should pay it out of his own pockety 
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und immediately after he set out on a visit for that CH \P. 

province-* asss— ' 

On his arrival he declaimed in all companies 1698. 
against the unseasonable parsimony and diso- 
bliging temper of Virginia ; and, in order to im- 
press indelibly the opinion of his munifii :ence and 
public spirit, he. gave his own bills of exchange 
ftw the sum wanted. 

He calculated, that the report of his bounty 
would gain him applause at court and amongst 
the colonies ; arid it would have the immediate 
effect of reconciling the state of New- York, whose 
indignation he had once experienced on account 
of his mal administration. 

The historian Beverley, however, who lived 
during these events, gives a very different face to 
the transacticm. Reasserts. *' that Nicholson took 
a defeasancefrom thegendemen to whom the bills 
were given, specifying, that till her majesty should 
be graciously pleased to remit him the money out 
of the quit-rents of Virginia, those bills should 
nevei be made use of. 1 myself," says this histo- 
rian, " have heard him boast that he gave this 
money out of his own pockets, and only depended 
on the queen's bounty to repay him : though the 
money is not paid to him to this day." 

Ne I t h e r was he contented, added he, to spread 
abroad this untruth then ; but he also foisted it 
into a memorial of colonel Quarry to the council 
of trade, in which are these words : "As soon 
as governor Nicholson found the assembly of Vir- 
ginia would not see their own interest, nor com- 
ply with her majesty's orders, he went immediately 
to New- York, and out of his great zeal to the 
queen's service, and the security of her province. 
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he gave his own bills for ^ine hutidredl poiDitl^' 
to answer the quota of Virginia, wholly d^pendiQ^ 
on her majesty's favor to reirtiburse hira out of" 
the revenues in that province." 

This memorial contains some other particulars 
too curious to be omitted. They furnid^ sddu 
tional evidence, if indeed any more be thought 
necessary, that the character s^nd temper of Vir- 
ginia have been grossly misrepresented : that in- 
stead of a tame and unmanly submission to po^er, 
howsoever exercised, she has ever been conspi<4 
cuous for her tenacity in support of her rightSg^ 
and her ardent anc| animated resistance against 
oppression. 

* Ik this memorial the people of Virginia are re* 
presented ** to be both numerous^ aund rich, of 
republican notions and principles, such as ought 
tip be corrected and lowered in time; and that 
then or never was the time to maintain the queen's 
prerogative, and put a stop to those wrong perni- 
cious notions, which were improving dajily, not 
only in Virginia, but in aU her majesty's other- 
governments. A frown now from her ma^ty coi^ 
do more than an army hereafter.^ 

It is surprising, that diese memorials have not 
excited more attention and curiosity. They are 
certainly the earliest proofs, that have passed un- 
der my observation, of the jealousy and appne-v 
hensions of the parent state, arising 0^omt the sup^ 
posed wishes for independence and the power of 
the colonies. To Virginia these documents are 
peculiarly interesting. Amongst colonies, all dis* 
posed to rebellion, and eager for independence^ 
she is represented to stand foremost and conspi- 
cuous ; and to the insinuations thrown out against 
her, of a servile loyalty and tame submission, she 
can oppose this as aa irrefutable confirm.ation of 
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% tho\imnA &cts, cqmHy strong and cowmdngy 
sprejri over the face of her records* 

To how many other reflections and c<«ijeotures 1698 
will these papers give birtfai. Perhapa we should E^traordi- 
not be wrong in dating by these memorials the of7h^s*m^ 
firs£ faiat dawnings of independence m the mindis morkd. 
of ttee colonies^ and of illegal aggressions in the 
councik of the mother country* Apprehensioa . 
and jealousy often beget the vcary mischiefs they 
wished to guard against. The loss of confidacice 
on the one side weakens the attachment on the 
other. Distrust would every day widen the 
breach, and prc^art, at some distant day, fee a 
&3al separation. 

Several otlqer memoFials^ of a nature less 
important, were forvvarded by Nicholson. 

In one of these he states, that the tobacco of the 
€otmtry often bears so laiv a price that tt ivoiad not 
yield clothes to the people; and yet, presently after 
in the same memoiial, he recomnmids it to the ' 
parliament " to pass an aet^ forbidding the people 
t& mah their aam clothes. Beverley, commenting 
Ckh this, c^ls it a charitable act^ that the plcmtm-^ 
^hall go naked. 

In another memorial, concerted between him 
and his creature, colonel Quarry, he proposes^ 
*' that all the English colonies of North America, 
be reduced under one government, and one vice- 
roy, and that a standing army he t^ere kept on 
foot to subdue the queen's enemies;" surmis- 
ing, that they were intending to set up for them- 
selves. 

DuRiKG his administttition one half of the coU ii^04* 
lege wats erected, and the school discipline com- 
afieliced. The sea: of government was removed 
from James Tbwn to Middle Plantation, which, 
in honor of kiiig William, wa& called Willianats- 
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burg,^ and a state-house erected opposite ttie 
college, to which he gave the name of the capitol. f • 

But, notwithstanding the arbitrary principles 
of Nicholson^ his administraticm was marked by 
none of those glaring improprieties that stigma- 
tized the times of Berkeley, of Culpepper, and 
Howard. TTie whig principles were recently esta^ 
blished, and the darii^ spirit of the British parli- 
ament had transfused itself into the colonial legis- 
latures. The assembly of Virginia granted or 
rejected agreeably to their ideas (rf fitness and pro- 
priety, without any regard to complaisance or 
politeness; and the governor had no means to 
punish their obstinacy, except by secret memo- 
rials to the king, which, under pretence of affec- 
tion for the pafent state, conveyed the basest and 
most nialignant slanders against Virginia. 

The interior concerns of the colony were con^ 
ducted with moderation, and blessed with con- 
teat and tran<]piility. The character of the king, 
and the mode of his dection, gave assurance to 
their civil and religious establishments ; and the 
pMple gave themselves up to the enjoyment of 
blessings, which it appeared scarcely possible for 
fate itself to affect by any new changes or dis- 
asters. 



» By the act 285 acres were appropriated for a city-^220 
6f which were set apart for buildings, and the lot* Were half 
acres. 

An act continuing the act directing the building the Ca- 
pitol and the City of Williarasburgi with additions. 

Vipginia Lawe,^^Purdie and I)ixM9. 

t Four hundred and seventy five feet square were appro* 
priated for this building, and two hundred feet round it were 
itserved. Ibidem. 

This act wat in sid^stance passed in 169a^ 
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iSTrcHOLsoN was succeeded in his government CHAP. - 
ib) Kdward Nott, who, in order to attach greater ^^' 
weight to his authority, was dignified with the 1705. 
commission of chief governor. By some agree- ]^^^'^''^ . 
inent between the parties, a part of the salary NQtt,gorr; 
was to be paid to George earl of Orkney, This 
is the first instance of this sort of transaction, 
which occurs in Knglish hisfory.^ 'Ihe order for 
Nicholson's recal bears date' the 12th day of 
April, but the lie w governor did not* arrive 'till 
the following August. > • 

Ihe history of this administration comprises 
but few occurrences worthy of notice. A gen- 
eral revisal of the laws, so long wanted, and so 
much desired, \^s past by the assembly. The 
other most important acts are thus stated by Be- 
verley. 

** 5 152* This assembly als(>passed a new law, 
for ports and towns, grounding it only upon en^ 
couragements, according to her malfesty'S' letter 
to that purpose ; but it sc^ms this also could not 
please the V irgmia merchants ii\England, ^or they 
complained agittnst it to the trovvn ^ and so it was 
also suspended. * 

'' § i 53. This assembly also past the law mak- 
ing slaves a real estate, which made a great al* 
teration in the nature of their estates, and becomes 
a very good secuiity fof orphans, whose parents 
happened to die intestate. 

** § 154. Tflff assembly also voted a house to 
be built tor the governor's residence, Snd laid du- 
ties to raise the money for it. But his excellency 
lived not to see much effected therein, being taken 
off by dtath in August 1#6. In the first year of 
hi> government, the college was burnt down to 
the ground.'' 

S 5 
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Edmard 
Jennings, 
pn;udent* 



* Alexander 
Spotftwoody 
govefnor^^ 
1710. 



The manners tf Nott were mild and condU 
iatory , and his capacity respectable. The assem# 
blics, disgusted with the conduct of Nicholsoni 
dwelt with pleasure on the virtues of the new go* 
vcmor ; and the pet^lc, whoa^ gratitude is always 
IB advance, began already to regard him as a 
model of virtue and excellence. Befiw^ these 
expectations could bfe disappoiiUed the govtraicMr 
died.* . * * , 

The death \)f Nott devolved the government 
on £dmund Jennings, the f resident, and the coun. 
cil. The general tranquility^ added to the wder 
and regularity in^oduced by the revolutionary 
principles, retidei^ the duties of the adminis- 
tration, kss arduous. ' i^o emirgence called for 
additional ta^es ; and the ordinary revenues, -ma- 
naged with economy, wei« sufficient for the pur- 
poses of government The recent reviaon erf 
the laws had embraced all Ihe case^pointed out 
ter experiente :^ no assembly was therefore coo- 

^ned.. * t* * 

A CQHMis SIC N^'meanwhilt had Issued, appoinft- 
i«g briga^er.general Hynt^, lieiii|pantgovemm-» 
undfer the earl of Orkney : bUt l^^^ving been ta- 
ken on his passage, by the l*rei\ch^ colonel Alex- 
sender SpotsWood was appointed lus successor. 

Br I tAf-N^ appears ^> hav&a^opted about this 
time the pdicy of France, in appoiAting military 
charactei-s to her colonial governments ; and the 
measures of bpotswood be%nt%t> confirm this 
opSnion* He had acted with some feputatimi in 
the West Indies, and was som^^what vain of hiA 
miiiter}' skill and capacity. * 

Immediately aftof his arrjiva}^ his 9^ention 

was directed to the means of extending tlie West- 

' ern f ontier, so as to intercept the communicant 

tion between Canada and the Mississippi. ^ It 

was not till a considemble -^me after^ that the 



VIRGINIA, «Jl 

grand project of France, for uniting her distant CHAPk 
settlements, had explicitly declared itself : there ^ ^^* 
is reason, notwithsta^ing, to believe^that SpOts^ n 
wood, was not wi^out suspicimi oif her iutdn- 
tions. 

A PASSACJE over tiie great ridge of mountains, 
attempted during the aaministration oif sir Wm* 
iBerkicley, became the first object of attention. 
This expedition was conducted \Yith considera*» 
ble parade and solemnity^ TKe legidature, sen- 
$ible of its |mportaiicc««and animated by the spi# 
^'it of the governor, made ample provision for its 
success. Many of the most considerable men in 
the colony attended as volunteer^; and by their 
numbers and figfore added lustre to the occa^on. 

-An opinion had long prevailed, that these 
mountains presented an cverlastii^ barrier to the 
ambition of the whites. Thelf great hei^t ; 
their prodigious extent; their rugged and hor- 
jrid appearahce, suggested to the imagination ug- 
defined images of terrorv The wolf, the bear, 
the panther, arid th^ Indian, were the tenants of 
Ihese forlorn |]id inaccessible precipices." 

An attempt, as it were, to conquer nature it- 
self in th^ passage of these mountains, would be 
regsuded, as in the ki^test degr^ perilous and 
ramantic ; and puUic solicitude wbuld increase 
in proportidn to the dangers and difficulties c^ 
tJie project. 

Great tfie»wa^ the glory attendant on the 
governor's success. After several days march, 
distinguished by no remarkable occurrence, he 
reached the summit, and beheld, for the first time, 
tiie beautiful champaigns| whidi stretch on every 
side, to an immeasurable distance. After de- 
scending, he explored the transmontane vallies, and 
returned with a glory in those times little infc- 
iriorlo that of i^lanibal. 
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The passage of these mountains suggested 
^^^^ to Spotswood materials for new projects. The 
TnSf™^ French were, about this time, becoming an ob* 
ject of apprehension to the Enghsh colonies ; and 
their defeat and extinction were generally ccm- 
sddered as the only means of assuring their own 
safety and prosperity. The ardent spirit of Spots- 
wood was fired*by thegloryofsucha contest :..and 
he prepared a memorial for the English govern- 
ment, in which aU the positions, from the AUe, 
gany to the lakes, are 4rawn with a military 
hand, accompanied with a detailed and labored 
commentary, designed to inspire a hostile spirit. 
This memorial contains a number of conjectures, 
which were afterwards realised ; *and his opinions 
were adopted long after, when the facts to which 
he alludeS; of French aggression and ambition^ 
could no longer J>^ doubted. 

I SHALL now draw to a close ^^n »ra in the 
history of Virginia, so barren in incidents, that 
little is left the historian beside a list of governors, 
and sm exact order of their sxtccession; cor- 
rect dates, with now and then some striking event, 
which comes alone, and seemed* to be without 
consequences proportionate to its importance. 
These are materials by far too scanty even for the an- 
nalist. Tlie first part of Hume's History of Eng- 
land has been objected to, as far too superficial : 
but where is the propriety .or judgment of dwcl- 
ling on incidents, either obscure tjr of little value. 
An account of hollow and precarious truces; o£ 
wars entered into without a motive, and carried 
on with savage valor and savage ferooity ; furnish 
a scope by far too confined for the purposes of 
history. In its consequences, indeed, the sli^teslt 
incident may become interesting and eventful: 
but insulated, they furnish a detail, disgustful^ 
^d beneath the notice of rational curiosity. 
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Instead of attempting, then, to swell beyond 

their just dimensions, pttty events, the author ^^ 

should re9er\^e his strength for occasions where it ino. . 
. may be properly applied and exerted; and if his 
genius will permit, he will ri»e with his subject: 
but he will b^ too wise and honest to practice on 
his readers, &y a pompous description of trifles, 
or by grave reflections introduced out of place, 
^nd without application. 

The revoliitipn of 1688, beside the immediate 
removal of a weak and wicked tyranny, was at- 
tended with the ^lore durabk^ffect of improving 
the spirit of the constiftition,' and of rendering 
popular and*even fashionable the principle of re- 
sistance to arbitrar}^ power. To^ have denied the 
truth of this principle, viould be a libel at once on 
the nation and tfee government : and however of- 
fensive to kings and courtiers ^as the admis- 
3ion of it in all its extent, all descriptions of men 
bowed to it with reaLor aflfected veneration. Tile 
prevailing opinions at court are easily seen in the 
administration of the most distant provinces;, and 
as the government of James was supposed to be 
equally obnoxioys to all parts of the empire, and 
the legislatuse of Vir^nia Ijgid repeatedly remon- 
strated against* the arbitrary proceedings of his 
deputy, she was apknovYledged to be entitled with 
the rest of the erapfre to die benefits of the reform. 

The whig ministry in England sent whig go- 
vernors to Virginia ; and although they did not 
always, entertain any enlarged notions of liberty, 
it was nevertheless 3greeal)le to their principles 
and pride, that their administriition should be as 
jnuch as possible the opplBite of Ho^jard and Cul- 
pepper: names justly odious to Virginia. 

It was discovered todi that without giving any 
violent shock to the feelings and opinions of the " 
Virginians, they migfit be easily retained in obe- 
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CHAP, dience; and that by ^tlc tpeatmcnt and'ski^ 
^ijjggjg^jgjjg poHcy, they might ht evew reconciled to all t3aAb 
1710. reguldttons respecting tradt deemed so important 

by tihe mother country, ^uxl so hard^nd oppres* 
sive by the 0€>lonies. It was only necessary to 
flbstain from acliial violence, opem|roachment on 
the independence of assemblies ; to-pcnrnt as&r as 
possible, ^vhate^^ regiH'ded the internal a<]mims« 
tration of justice, of gov6nlment, and police, 
within the colony,^ to be cofidu0ed according to 
ancient usage and laws : in a word, that the forms, 
at leasl^ of free government shouM be constsuit- 
}y bdcMre their eyes. The carelftf^fenerosity of 
the people, hdghtenedby gr^titudbe, by the liberal 
cpnduct of their governed, would anticipate their 
wishes and their W|nts ;* and wh^ was refused to 
violence and insult, would cheei&lly be given to 
gratitu4e and alfection. ^> 

, ^ The ppcrati9n of these princ^les produced ^ 
profound calm in Vir^nia : the different orders 
of government apparendy uniting their affec- 
tions^ and poKcy to advance the general interest, 
and that of the colony. At pe^e^with the 
Indians, and having no con^tutional points 
amongst themselves,,whos^ discussion might en- 
flame their resentment, and essoite their fears, 
it is not wonderful, that^eir history,' during this 
period, and for a pdnsideif ble time after, furnish* 
<?s little curious or important. 

Nor was there in the colony a direction suf- 
ficiently strong tow^ds wtttcrs (rf taste or li. 
teratiire, to compensate for fflre barrenness of miH*. 
tary or political incident. This may be pro- 
perly denominated the dark age in Viiginia : for 
although there are many instances of good sense, 
and even some of bcrfd^nd appropriate expressi^ 
ons, of shrewdness and s^acity, in their assem- 
blies, diese are rathet* exceptions to the general - 
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rule, f^t a remnant has descended to us of any CHAP, 
mo^ disquisition, of the investigation of any pro- ag^as 
blem ; in any science. No ode, no sonnet shines, 17 lo. 
even for a moment, thro' the gloom ; so that lit- 
tle is hazarded in ass^rti^g, that ^Virginia, since 
1624, was stationary, if not retrograde in her taste 
and aquirements. * « 

It may be objected^ that the plan of an uni- 
versity proposed, and successfully carried throu^, 
does not seem ^o justify ^thisji ppinion ; that a ^ 

scheme of education, so generous and extensive, J 

bespeaks a relish for literatfire^arid a strong sense / 
of its value: but, wide is*the interval between a j 
consciousness of ignorance, or even the desire * 
of removing it; aiid the aptual attainment ^o£ 
knowledge. * . ^ 
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Let us now pause for the purpose of exaniininj^, with AppfkdixJ 
more attention, the ground, which has been trodden. In or- ij wg 

<!er to .preserve the unity and compactness of historical detail) 
it has been thought more judicious to leftve out all ui)n«ces- 
i»ry digressions and abstruse or subtle disquisition^ Minute 
details of rfevenue and finance ; the organization of courts of 
justice, and the nature and e^ttent of their jurisdiction) ; the 
Aate of arts.an4j.:t»anners are, for a like reason, excluded 
from a narrative of facts. Ari^anged under separate heads^ 
they naturally succeed : holding up a ck-ar mirror to the 
events, which have gone by ; arid e'xhibiriqig a inoral and 
philosophicill picture of the evanescent materials. Such an' 
examinatioh of the last hundred years at Ifeast, may not be 
"Wholly uninteresting : and it will afford a relief to the itiind 
altematt-iy agitated or becalmed, by the violence, the rapidity, 
or languor of the incidents^ wliith are related. 

By the dissolution of the proprietary government, the ton- Retrospeet' 
don cott^pany were, with sc£(^elv the shadow of justice, vio- 
lently deprived of a property, which, with^ infinite danger and ' ' , 
loss of blood and tre^girfci, they had reclaimed from the wil- * 
derneas. The loss 4)f the colonists was infinitely more seri^si 
slnd alarniing. In the annihilation of the c6mpany's autho- 
rity was involved the destruction of tha't frame of government, 
which was so endeared by the benefits and the happiness it 
was daily conferring ; and the people saw their rights and pro- ' 
perties exposed without defence to the avarice, rapacity and 
arbitrary spirit of the court. 

Considerable solicitude and ^prehensions prevailed 
with respect to the views of ihe king ; and the opposition, 
which had been made by the people and the assembly to the 
dissolution of the proprietary pending the dispu e, was con* 
tinued after its decision and termination They continued to 
pray, that their pr^rties might be assured to them ; that 
the use of assemblies might be continued,, aud that none c^ 

Appends voL ii. . A 



A^nvrnx. die fiic^ott of tbc carl of Wairvick should be permitted t^ 
bearaflf port in he administraiieD of jostke and goTemment* 
James md after biro Charks, rebictantly consented to the 
first and last part of the pr&jer ; but it was a considerabie 
time before an tmcqoiTOcal acknowledgment and admission 
of their right to the use of assepiblies could be obtained. 
£fen theOf k was more a concession of grrace than of right ; 
and it #as unaccompanied by anfof the formalities and 
• aolrronitibs usual in the ratificaion of national contracts. No 
charter was granted ; no constitution or contract had been 
enteredtnto between the king and the colonisU. 

AVL they had to rest on was the kicffs declaration tn his 
instructions to sir William Berkeley, that In all its concems) 
dril or ecclemastical, the colony l|as to be governed accord^ 
ing to the laws of England ; that civil and criminal jmtite 
trere tal>e decided agreeable to the foriDs of kgal procedural 
in the mother counuj. and thi^ the governor aiKl council 
conjointly with the representatives! should form supreme 
legislative authority in the colony, 

Tbess immunities were in themselves sufficiency libera] : 
l^t they wanted that assurance and security esseutial to 
Ireedoattf The body of instryctions to the governor was a 
]>rivale document^and (he blessings it immediately coni'-rred 
lost much of their value by the reSection, that they might be 
l«called with the same levity and caprice hf which they 
were gtanted^. 

The personal inflilefKre of sir W- Berkeley ^contributed to 
appease the public anxiety | and by a seenrity^ nattiral tp 
snen, who ^re happy for the present^ they ei^oyed the bles- 
sings of actual fre^omf withoiM appearing to think ^at^their 
lot was liable to be affected by (qture disasters or vicisffiiludes. 

Tbe revolution !n England^ and tb^ military splendor of 
^ commonwe^iUh, toge;tber with a temporary, ^Haoge jn 
u^ condition^ was accompanied with -consequences on the^ 
character and sentimehts of the people, whjpB otitlived the 
event that gave them birth; and although- the insQi;rection 
in favor of the royal causes and their coi^uct for a sh»rt time 
after the restoration) would #eein to speaH a perfect acqui'^ 
escence under s royal govemmentt we must certaJnIy date 
the revival of pubtic splHt, and the caution and jeijousy.of 
patrioiisiii,by this eveE^t. ^ " 

In vaifi did tfie king enjoin the erasure of ^dl ^ts derogoi 
tbry to royalty from the journals of the colony: events of so 
much boldness and grandenr had left. An impresaic^ too 
deep to be effitced by precautiohs, either verbal or written^ 
and every year disclosed some new prpof of' their impatien€^> 
ee pixKure a more secure and permanept estabJiafameo^, . 
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f &i$ nfgulat} but grad^sj estpansion of public tentimentt \VPttt^it. 

|>roduced the co-operation oF the different branches pf go* '"'< ' "i^fi*" 
vernment in 1667, for an in?provement jo the poKtical con^ 
^ition of the cdlony $ and agents were appointed bf the gene* , 
ral assembly to procure a charter on principles -more suited 
to the circunistaDces of the colonf 9 and the increased intel« 
Jigence of the people. It has beei) shown with what spirit 
perseverance, and sucasss these agents ivged the claims of 
the colony, against the appiehensions, the jealousy, and the 
>sophistry of tlie courts and how the new <:harter was almost 
immediately revoked^ owing to tht res^ntm^nti or father tho 
fears excited by th6 rebellion of ^acon• 

The goveniment, m its forms and powers, waa nearly th<^ 
$ame as under the proprietary, in 1624 The genetal assem* 
bly, consisting of the governor, council, and bui^esses, coa* 
suited in the same apartment ; and every thing was decided 
i)y a plurality of votes This was the simple process of en- 
acting laws. After the restoration an important innovation 
took place in this department, and the govwuor i»aa inve8tt:4 
"With an absolute negative on the proceedings Qf |he othey ^ 

branches. 

TaE number of the executive, including the govemor| 
*ince the year 1624, occasionally varied froni twelve to four« 
teen ; and during the wiiole of the period above-mentioned^ 
\viih scarcely any emolument, they discharged altematelf 
the duties of a judiciary, a legislature, and an executive. 
The small sum set apart for the Compensation of those ar« 
duou^and comprehensive functi:>n« was judiciously tfistri'* 
buted amongst them, in the exact ratio of their attenuoo and 
lictivity. 

The executive duties of the council were, to assist the gc* 
♦ernor by t eir advice ; but they were allowed no check or con« 
trol on his opinions ; and the governor was at full liberty to 
carry into efi^t any opinion not incompatible with his corhf* 
mission, in defiance of their united opposition. Yet, though 
Ihey seem at first view to possess only the shadow of autho« 
rity, they had a real ahd substantial power, arising from th# ' 
variotis important duties they weie in the habit of discharging, 

As judges of the general courti their influence was trx- 
Icnded throughout the colony. As'members of an assembly, 
where every thing was decided absolutely by vote, and the 
representatives were few in number, their number and in^ 
fluence would have no small weight in the decision of all 
importatft questions; and tlieir aid would be assiduously^ 
courted by tho^ court and popular parties, if such actually ex** 
isted. The personal influence of sir VV. Berkeley had, hqvr» 
everi in a great measure^ destroyed these distinctions^ 
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Awpwpix- EvBK in the executive departrAent, where they appear tfi| 
^^sssiSmSm be wboLy shorn of autbority,it yas oeitber safe nor prudent 
in the governor to act for any considerable time in defiance 
of their oounsely or to imnifest any CQ tempt or slight to* 
^ards their persons or ofiice. The fete of Hervey evidenced 
Iheir importam^ in the government, and the alarming authe* 
rity with which they were clothed : 9n authorit> 9 neithef 
derived expresslf^from any warrant or commission, qorspe^ 
cificaily marked out in theoiiginal distribution of powers; 
but from their united iitBuence of executive, legislative) and 
judicial functions. 

^' Bi&FoitE the year 1680 the council sat in the same hous^ 
with the burgesses of assembly, mu<:b resembling the model 
of thfi Scotch pailiament ; and the lord Culpepper, taking 
advantage of some disputes among them, procured ^he 
council to sit apart from the assembly ; and so they became 
two distinct houses, in imitation of the two houssrs of parlia* 
ment in England, the lords and commons : and so i« th^ 
constitution to this day."* 

The po^r of the goveitior was less equivocal, and his revcf 
nues more ample Like the king, whose authority be faintly 
reflected, he was himself always sufficient to the purposes of 
government. By a stroke of the pen h^ might summon as* 
semblies, and disperse them by the breath of hi^ nustrils^ 
Like him, he Was the fountain of all honors and eixkolumtnts x 
the head of the church ; the general of the armies, and high 
admiral of all the wjters included within the maritime juris- 
diction of his government. 

The only check {o a patronage so extensive, and power 
so enormous, was the right possessed by assemblies of grant- 
ing or refusing supplies. But in order to be efficient this 
power should be thoroughly understood, and exercised with 
unremitting jealousy and attention ; and these requisites, 
which were rare even in the co^imons of England, could not 
be supposed to have attained any considerable maturity or 
efficiency In a remote colony, where the popular qualities 
of a governor,' who was ap object rather o( affection than 
distrust, could lull suspiciop to sleep, and silence disaffection 
in its birth. 

Indeed a spivit of cpmplaisance and accommodation wai^ 
reciprocated between the different J^ranches during the 
greater part of sir Wn». Beikeky's administration, which 
would seem to render distrust or jealousy unnecessary^ if cXf 
perience had not shown that these qualities are alw^s essep-^ 
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tial to the security and perm^ence ofliberty. These ren^rtoL-AppxWBtx. 
are particularly true cfyir^kiia, wh6 had no regular con^|Ni^-^ 
tjon, and where the executive would be disposed togi^ as 
wide a latitude as possible to his undefined authority^ . *,* 

*' § 2. The RoVcrnor is appointed by the crowns his -coiim 
mission is under sea), and runs during pleasure. 

" H£ represtnis the king's person there in alLthing^, and 
is subject to his instructions. * / 

?' His assent is necessary to the laws, aereed upon by the 
council and assembly : wit » out it no law can be made. 

" His test to all laws, so assented to, is al o requisite;' * 

^< He' calls assemblies by advice of council, but prorogues 
pr dissolves* them without. * 

<' He calls and '))resides In all cotincils of state, and hath 
his negative thei-e also. • _ * 

" He appoints commissioners of county oo^irts for the ad- 
ministration of justicefby consent of council. • 

"Hi; grants commission^ to alf officers of the militia, un« 
dcr the degree of a lieutenant general, (which title he ijbars 
himself ) as he thinks fit. ; 

" He ord<^rs and disposes th6 militja for the defence of the 
country. 

** He tests proclamations. * / * , 

" He disposes of the unpatented land according to the 
charter, the laws of thai country, and his instructions ; for 
which end, and for the public occasions, the seal ofthe colony 
is committed to his keepinjp^. ' ^ 

■** All issues ofthe publi^ revenue must be on his test. 

" And, i)y virtue of a commission frOm the admiralty, he 
is made vice-admiral. 

" The governor's Salary, till within these forty five years 
lastp^sti was no more than a thousand pounds a year; be* 
sides, which, he had about five hundred more in perquisites. 
Indeed, thf general assembly, by a public act, made an addi- 
tion of two hundred pounds a year to sir Wm. Berkeley m 
particular, out of a p:reat respect and esteem they bore that 
gentleman, ,who had been a long time a good and just go- 
vernor ; and who had laid out the greatest part of his revenue 
in experiments foi* the advantage arid improvement of the 
country ;' and who had besides suffered extremely iri the time 
of the usurpation. But this Edition was to determine with 
his government. '' 

.''Sir William BerKtley, after the short interval of Jef- 
frey's artd Chicherley's beinp^ deputy governors, was suc- 
ceeded by the lord Culpepper; whoi under pretence of his 
being a peer of England, obtained of king Charles H a salary 
yf two thousand pounds, besides one hundred and sixty 



AwKv^nr. B^nds a year for house rent» because tber# was no htmm 
"""""^ — ' • appointed by the country for the governor's reception. This 
salaiy was continued eter since to the succeeding^ governors. 
' << If the adminis4lition of the government happened to faB 
into the hands of the t>i'esident and couacd^ there is then 
usually allowed to the president the addition of iive hundred 
pounds a g^r only ; and to the council no more than what 
is given tlRn^t other times,"* 

TaE house of biygesses was composed of representatives 
from the several <feuntie«. As each county was represented 
'>in. the ratio of her tithable inhabitants) the number was neces- 
sarily unequal ;^nd as the governor was loolied on. as the 
image of the sovereign, the repi'esentatives fondly cherished 
the resenibtaoce between their corps und^he house of cdm^ 
mons. A close imitation of the forms of that celebrated body 
was visible in their proceedings ; and lik^ them, they consi* 
it&red thepnseWes as the sole and legitimate organs of th€ 
public will. * "^ 

IHet were convened by writs issued from the office of tlie 
secretai'y of state, under the seal of the colony and the sigf 
iiature of the govemoi^ ai^d these writs are directed to the 
sheriffs of the several counties, and should bear date forty 
days at least before their return TSe mode of summoniog 
the voters is by a pKiblication of the writ at every church and 
chapel in the country, two serei^al Sundays successively. 

The laws passed at their meeting, haVihg rec^ve|l the 
assert t uf the governor, are, with a}l convenient dispatch^ 
trtinsrnitLed to the king for his approbation. Buttbeyren4^ 
in full Unxe until his pleasure be known ; aiid bi^ silence is 
interpreted into an assent. No special times are appointed 
for their meeting, and much of their weight is lost on this 
account. Nothing but the power with which they are vested 
6f raising and af)propriating revenue, wo'uVd render them pf 
any accountin the constitution. * 

<^ § 4 The burj^esses of assembly are elected, and re^ 
turned from all p^rts of the country, viz. from each coun- 
ty two, and from Jame;s4[^ity one^and from the college Oiic 2 
which make up in all sixty burgesses ; They are convened 
by writs issued from the secretary's oflfke, under the seal of 
the colony, and the test of the governor. These are directs 
ed to the sheriff of each cotllqf respectively, and ought to 
bear date at least forty days before the rcturn.,...The free* 
holders are the «nly electors, and wherever they have a free- 
hold, (if they be not women, or under age or aliens) they 
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freeholders, is by publication of the writ, together with qjlg^*^^ "^ « 

<3ay appointed by the alieriiT for the election, at every cbui 

and chapel in the count)^ two several Sfindays successively. 

The election is concluded l^y plurality of voices; and if ei« 

ther party be dissatisfied, or thinks he has not fair lieatmcnt^ 

he may demand a copy of the pdll, jihd upon spplicHtioti to 

the house of burgesses, shati have his coinpiaini enqMired 

iiltOc But.to present undue elections,, many acts hnvt^ beeti 

there made agreeably 4o some lately t^nacted iit Eik^]Hn<t. 

^ The first business of a convjention, by tht- governor's 
dfreption,1s to make choice of a speakeryand to ptcsen^him 
In full house to the governor. Upon this occasion the speaker^ « 

in the nanie of th#bou$e, petitions 4he gov en kor to conRrm. 
the usual liberties and privileges of the assembly ; namejy^ 
access to his person, whenever they shiaU have occ^ision ; * * 
freedom of speech and of debate in the bouse, wit||out beiR|p " 
fisrther accountable ; a protection df their persons and their 
servants M>m arrest, Sec. Ana these being granted, te the 
governor, and the cause of their meeting declared byTiim, 
they proceed to do business f choosing committees^ atid in 
o^ei things imitating, ai^near as. they can^ the method of the 
honorable h' use of conimons in England. 

« The laws having duly past the house of Burgesses, the • 

council and the governor's assent; they are tr^^nsmitred to 
the l^inft^by tha n^xt shipptogi for his approbation, his ma- 
jesty ''ha^ng another BegaUve voice But they imniediatdy 
be^me laws, and are m force, upon the govtmor's firsi pasti- 
Ing them) and so remain, if 1ii» majesty dpn'tacru^illsr repeal > 

them ; although ]ie be nit pleased to declare his assent one 
way or othef . 

** There are n& appointed times for their convetition; but 
they are called together 'whencter the exigencies of the 
country make k necessaty, or his majesty is pleased. to order 
any thing ttf be proposed to them.*** 

The administrar ,>n of justice was in the general Vourt, Adn)inistni 
consisting of a qui f\im of the cpuncil, with the governor act- tion of juw 
ing as president ; and during his absence, the senior coun- tice. 
C^Uor. This court ha;d cognizance of all mattery, civil, crir f 
jninal, or ecclesiastical. 

, « They sat firat only ti^^w^ yearf their sessions were 
afterwards increased to tliree^qd were called quarter courts. 
In the year 1632 another innavatib^ took place. Four quarter 
courts were appointed to be held at j4mes-ToWn yearly, viab 
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Appcirsijt. on the first dafsbflScptcinbcr, December, Marcli,aii43&ii^' 

^^^msssms ..f have not been able to learn whether aiyr other change look 
place within the ptrriod wc afe describings in the time or 
mode of ^dministeflji^: justice by this body. 

The assembly possessed a general snd appelate juris* 
diction, and their decisions were final on all matters of appeal 
brr>u^hi fjrpm the ^^^netal dourt or. the cdunty courts. They 
discharged somcriimes the duties of a grand national inquesti 
tn^ acu d cjccai^ioiul^y as a high court of impeachment. 

« 5 125. To return to my lord Ciii|ii:pper's government," 

^aays BeTcricy, *^ 1 cannot omit a useful things whicfi his 

'^^dship was jiltrased to do with relation to theif'courts oT 

« /jn*tice it stems, nicety of pleadings with all the juggle of 

West minister- Hal K wai cteeping^nto Iheir courts: the 

ckrkS be^ran, in some cases, to enter the reasons with tbd 

jtJdt^mcnt^t pre ten ling t6 set precedents of inviolable form 

to be obsQpred in all toture proceedings. This ray lord found 

ffiuli with, and retrenched all dilatory pleas, as prejudfcialtd 

^ juslicet keeping the courts close to the merits w^e causey 

jn order to bring it to a speedy determination, according to 

the innocence fS lormer times; and caused the judgmenits 

to be eirtejed up short, without the reason, alledgihg, that 

, ' these courts yvere not of so great expcriertce^ as to be able 

^ ** to r|iake precedents to posterity; who ought, to be left at 

-^ * - fiberty to retermint; accordkig to the equity of the control 
irersv bt' fore them.** ^ , »^ . «' JK\ 

*' § 130/ This lord, ^ys the saiti|^storian, s{:^kiiig of 
lord Howard, though he pr^tencf^^ no ^reat skilly 4n 
leirat procee<;tings, yet he zntndt great inn^r^j^hs in ttCtW 
courts, pretendii^g to follow the English ' Jbrfi|^ Thus he 
created a new court of chancery, distinct froiff the general 
eourt, who had ever before claiif^ed that jurisdiction. He 
, efepted himself into a lot d chancellory takiiig the^entlemen 

of the councit to sit with him, ai^merl: associ^tesr and advisers, 
not having any vote in the causes before themV* And thatiC 
miglift have mbre the air of a riew»cotirt, he would notso 
much as sit in thes^ate house, where alFthebther public bu^ 
siness was dispatched^ but took the diniilg room of a large 
1 house for that use. He likewise niade arbitrary tabK s of feesy 
• peculiar to his high court Howtver his lordship not begins 
ning tfiis' project very long before he left the country, all 
these innovations came to an eml upon his removal-; and 
the jurisdiction returned to the general court again^ in the 
time of col6heL Nathaniel Baton^ nifhom he left piesident*'* 
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Oftke Coutta of Im^^ in Virginia. APFF.KDi3t. 

« § 2!^. 1 ftAVE already, in thr! chronology of the gofrem- 
inefit, hinted vrhat the constitution of their courts was in old 
times, dnd that ap|)eals lay from the general court to the 
iissetnhly. That the gerteral court, from the beginning, took 
tognizance of aH causes Whatsoever, both ecclesiastical and 
Civil; determining every thing by the standard of equity and 
good conscience. They used to come to the merits of the 
cause as soon as tiiey could, without injustice, nevtr arfmit- 
ting such impertinences of form and nicety tis wt 1 1 not ab- 
sohitely necessary : and when the substance of ilie case was 
sufH^ently debated, they used directly to bring the atiil to a 
clecisfoii. By this method all fair actions were pio-jtcuted with 
little attenda9ce, all just debts were recovered w'nh the least 
lexjjertec 6f rodney and time, and all the tricking atitl foppery 
df the la1«r happfrly avoided. 

" Tir« lord Ciii pepper, who was a man of admirable sense, 
Mfd well skilled in the laA^rs of England, admired the consti^ 
tutioritrf their <:ouns, and kept them close to this plain me*- 
thod ; retr^ching some innovations that were then creeping 
into them, under the notion of form ; although, at the same 
time> hfe was the occasion of taking a'way the liberty of ap- 
peals to the assembly. 

« BtTT the lord Howard, Who succeeded him, endeavored . 
to imroduce as many of the English forms as he cotlld, being 
dkectly opposite to the lord Culpepet in that point. 

** And lastly, governor Nicholson, a man the least ac- 
quaiinted with thre law of any of them, endeavored to intro- 
duce all the quirks of tli« English proceedings, by the help 
cff some wretched pettifoggers, who had the direction both df 
his conscience and his understanding. 

'« § 23. Th^y have two sorts oT coOTtS, tlTat drffer tmly m 
jurisdictidn ; namely^ the general court, and the county 
courts. 

« § fi4. The general xourt Is a court held by the governor 
iind council, or any five of threm, who by law arc the judges 
of it, and take cognizance of all causes, criminal, penal, ec- 
clesiastical, and civil. Frbm this court there is no appeal, 
except the thing in demand exceeds the value of three hun- 
dred pounds sterling ; in which c^se an appeal is allowed to 
the king 9tnd council in^Enghmd, and there determined by 
a committee of the privy council, called the lords of appeal'; 
the like custom being used for all the other plantations. In . 
criming cases I don't know that there is any appeal from the 
sentence of this court ; but the governor is authorised by his 
^ommfission, to pardon persons found guilty of any crim^ 

Append. roL ii. B 
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AfnwDix. whatfoerrr, cxcc{it of trcami md witfol flnrdcr ; and evc^ 
'^^^^^^^^^^^ IB tboae cases ht niajr repriere the criniiBal, vhich repricft 
stands good, md maf be conitmicd frvm timt to dine» imtU 
bis iiiajefty*s pkasore be signified thercn, 

*^ $ 35. This cooit is beld twice a Tear, bcginnins on the 
tStb of April, and on tbe 15th of October: each dmc it 
conttnoca eighteen dafs, exdndinj^ Sundays ; if tbe business 
bold them so long: and these vi;re ibrmerly the only time 
pf gaot-defiTery : bur now by the goTcvnor's commission, be 
appoints two other courts of gaol-deliTery : and tbe king 
allows one hundred pounds fisr each coint, to defray th» 
^arge thereot 

^ $ 26 The officers attending this general court, are the 
shenflT of the county wberein it sits, and under officers Their 
business is to call tbe btigants and their cindences in court, 
and to impannel juries ; but each sheriff in bis respective 
county makes arrests, and returns the wriu to this court. 
. ^ $ 37. The way of impanntling juries to serve in this^ 
court is thus : the sheriff and his depudes, every morning 
that the court sits, goes about the cown, summoning the best 
of the gentlemen, who resort thither from all parts of the 
country The condition of the summons is, that they attend 
the court that day to serve upon the jury, (it not beipg known 
whether there will be occasion or no) and if any cause hap- 
pen to require a jury, they are then sworn to try the issue, 
otherwise, they are in the evening, of course, dismist from all 
farther attendance : though they be not formally discharged 
by the court. By this means are procured the best juries 
tlii« ( ounty can afford ; for if they should be summoned by 
vrntofvenire^tTom any particular county, that county cannot 
afford so many qualiBed persons as are here to he found, be- 
_ i|^^W Qf the great r4^«ort-of gentlemen from all parts of the 
colony to this county, as well to sec fashions, as to dispatch 
their particular business. Nor is vicinage necessary there, 
to distinguish the several customs of particular places, the 
whole country being as one neighborhood, and having the 
•ame tenui^s of land, usages, and customs. 

** The grand Junes ai'e impanntlled much after the samft 
manner ; but, because they reqi:ire a greater number of men, 
and the court is always desirous to have some from all parts 
of the country, they gke their sheriff orders a day or two 
before to provide his pannel. 

** $ 28. In criminal matters this method is a little altered ; 
because a knowledge of the life, the conversation of the party, 
may give light to the jury in their verdict. For this reason, 
a' writ of venire issues jn such cases, to summon six of the 
nearest neighbours to the criminal^ who.fimat be of the samd 
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county wherein he lived ; which writ of venire is returned by AypEWPix. 
the sheriff of the icspective county, to the secretary's office, ••i-i-i— w^-» 
and the names are taken from thence, by the sheriff attend- 
ing the (];eneral court, and put in the front of the p mnel, 
lyhich is filled up with the names of the other gentlemen 
^mmoned in the town, to be of the petty jury for the trial 
of that criminal If the prisoner have a mind to challenge the 
Jurors, the same liberty is allowed hifii there as in England ; 
and if the pannel fall short, by reason of such challenge, it 
must then be made up of the by-standers. 
. *< § 29. All actions in that country are generally brought 
to a determination the third coun, unless some special ex* 
traordinary reason be shown^ why the party can't make his 
defence 30 soon. The course is thus : upon the defendant's 
Bpn*appearance, order goes against the bail, (for a cafiias is 
generally their first process) on condition, that unless tho 
defendant appear, and plead at the next court, judgment 
thai! then be awarded for the plaintiff: when the defendant 
comes to the next court he is held to plead ; thus by com^ 
Bion course a year and a half ends a cause in the general 
court, and three or four months in the county courts. If any. 
one appeal from the judgment of the county court, the trial 
always comes on the succeeding general court ; so that all 
business begun in the county court, tho' it runs to the utmost 
of the law, (without some e^trftordinary ^vent} ought to be; 
finished in nine months, 

<< § 30. Every one that pleases, may plead his owncause^ 
or else his Friends for him, there being 1^0 restraint in that 
case, nor any licensed practitioners in the law. If any one 
be dissatisfied with ihe judgment of the county cuu t, let it 
be for any sum, little or great, he may l^ave an appeal to the 
next general court, giving security to answer and abide |he 
judgment of that court : but an actipn cannot be brought 
originally in the general court, under the value often pounds 
sterling, or of two thousand pounds of tobacco, except in 
some particular cases of penal laws. 

« § 31. The county courts are constituted by l&w,and'the 
justices thereof appointed by commission fh)m the governor 
with advice ofcounciL They con^st of eight or more gentle- 
men of the county, called justices of the peace, the sheriff 
being only a ministerial officer to execute its process. This 
court is held monthly, and has jurisdiction of all causes with^ 
in the county, cogni^ble by «ommon law or chancery, and 
not touching life or member, and never was limited to any 
value in its jurisdiction, as mr, Oldmixon would have it, page 
^98 : but in the case of hogstealing, they may sentence the 
^^imiml to lose his ears^ which is allowed by a p^rUcukr act 
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Appcin>ix« ibr that pwepose^ as the ptmisbmcnt of the second offence;j 
isstBsssssssa^ tbe third is felony. In ail things they ppocifed la the sara« 
manner as i^ general court. 

M § 32. This month court has the care of dSl orphans, and, 
of their estates ; and for the binding out and weU ordertug- 
of such fatherless children) who are eitbeir without aa estate* 
or have very little. 

M Iv September, ananaUy, they are to enquire into the 
keeping and management of the orphan, as to his sustenance 
and education ; to examine into his estate and tbe securities 
thereof; fviz. whether the sureties continue to be responsible^ 
and the !ands and plantations be kept improTing and m repair^' 
&c. If the orphan be poor, and bound an apprentice to any 
trade, then their business is to enquire, how be is kept to his* 
schooling and trade ; and if the court find he is eitlier mis- 
used or untaught, thc^* take him from that master, aiKi put 
him to another of the same trade, or of any other trade, which • ' 
they judge best for the child. They cannot lund an oephaci* 
boy but to a trade, or the sea. 

<( Another charitable method in faTprofths poor orphans 
there, is this : that besides their trade and schooling, the> 
masters are generally obliged to give them at their freedom' 
cattle, tools, and other things to the value of five, six, or tea 
pounds, according to the age of the child when bound, over 
and above the usual quantity of com and clothes. The boys 
are bound Ull one and twenty years of age, and the girls to 
eighteen : at which <ime they, who have taken any care to 
improve themselves, generally get well married, and live in 
plenty ,' tiiough they had not a fiirthing of paternal estal^ 

Of the Church and Church Affdur9. 

^ § 33. TvEiR parishes are iiccounted large or sinalli in 
proportion to the number of tithables contained ki them^ 
and not according to the extent of land. 

"- $ 34. T»EY have, in each parish, a convenient churchy 
built either of timber, brick, or« stone, and decently adorned 
with every thing necessary for the celebration, of divine ser- 
flce. 

« If a parish be of greater extent than ordhiary, it hath 
generally a chapel of ease ; and some of the parislies have 
two such chapels, besides ih^ church, for the greater conve-* 
ivience of the parishioners^ lii these <;hapels the minister 
preaches ahemately, always leaving a reader to read prayers 
when he can't attend himself. 

§ 35. T«E people are generally of the church of England, 
which is the religion established by law in that country, fnona 
Which tliere are very few dissenters. Yet liberty of 



tftce ia given to all otheir congrbgntMHi* pretending to chris- ApyRNPig. 
tianiiyi on condition they submit to all parish duties. They 
have but one set conv€;nticle among ihem^ namely^ a meet- 
ing of q^iakers in Nansemond county^ others that have lately 
been, being now extinct ; and 'tis oWrved, b^ letting them 
alone, they decrease daily. 

** § 36, The maintenance for a minister there is appointed 
by law, at 1 6,000 pounds of tobacco per annum* (be the parish 
great or small) as also a dwelling house and glebe* together 
with certain pei^uisites.for marriages and funeral sermons. 
That which makes the difference in the benefices of the 
eiergy> is the value of the toliacco, according to the distinct, 
species of it, or according to the place of its growth. Besides^ 
in large and rich parifehes, more marriages will probat>ly 
happen, and more furieral sermons. 

" Fh^ fee, by law, for a funeral sermon, is forty shillings^ 
oi* four hundred ptmnds ol' tobacco ; for a marriaj^e, by licence, 
twenty shillings, or two huridred pouads of tobacco ; and 
Vhen the bans are proclaimed only five shillings, or fifty 
pounds of tobacco. 

^' Whkn these salarfes wer^ granted, the assembly valued 
tobacco at ten shillings per hundred ; at which rate the six- 
teen thousand pounds comes to fourscore pounds s'erling ; 
but in all parishes where the sweet scented grows, si %qq the 
law for appointing agents to View the tobicco was made, it 
has j^eneraHy been sokl for double that value, and never under. 

♦» In some parislies likewise, there arei by donation, stocks 
of cattle and negi*oes, on the glebes, which are also allowed . 
to the minister, for his use and encouragement : he only be- 
ing accountable Cor the suri'ender of the same value, when 
he leaves the parish^ 

** § 37. For the Well governing of these, and all other pa- 
rochial afiPairs, a vestry Is appointed in each parish. These 
vestries consist of twelve gentlemen of the parish, and were 
at first chosen by the vote of the parishioners; but upon the 
death ot any, have been continued by the survivors eleclin:*: 
anotiier in hts place. These, in the nanae of the parish, make 
presentation of ministers, and have the sole power of all pa- 
rish assessments. They are qualified for this employment by 
subscribing to be conformable lo the doctrine and discipline 
of the church of England. If there be a minister incumbent 
he is always in the vestry. 

<* For the ease of the vestry in general, and for discharg-* 
ing the business of the parish, they choose two from among 
ti>efnselve6, to be church waixlens, which must be annually 
changed, that the biuthen may be equally upon all. The bu- 
m«ss^f these cluurch wardens is to see the orders and agree- 
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ArrKwmx, ments of die ▼e9tr7 performed; tocoDectthe parish tbbtcccv 
* and ifistrifaute it CD the leferal datmefs ; to make up the 
accounu of the parishy and to present all prolaDeness and 
immoraliCf to the coimtf courts, and there prosecute it 

^ Br these the tobacco of the minister is arilected, and 
brought to him in hogsheads convenient for shipping ; so 
that he is at no fether troutile, but to rcceire it in that con- 
ditioo* This was ordained by the law of the countrj, for the 
ease of the ministers, that so tbcf being delivered &om the 
trcPoMe of gathering in their dues, may have the more time 
to applf tl^msehrcs to the exercise of their holy function, 
and live in a decency suitable to their order. It may here be 
observed, that the labor of a dozen negroes, does but answer 
this salary, and seldom yields a greater crop of sweet scented 
tob^icco than is allowed to each of their ministers. 

$ 38. Peobatks of wills and administrations are, accord- 
ing io their law, petitioned for in the county courts ; and by 
them security taken and certi6ed to the governor, which, if 
he approve, the commission is then signed by them, without 
fee. Marriage licences are issued by the clerks of those 
€X>urts, and signed by the justice in commission, or by any 
other person deputed by the governor, for which a fee of 
twenty shillings must be paid to the governor. The power 
of induction, upon presentation of ministers, b also in the 
governor-. 

^ Ik the year 1642, when the sectaries began to spread 
themselves so much in England) the assembly made a law 
. against them, to prevent their preaching and propagating* 
their doctrines in that colony. They admitted none to preach 
in. their churches, but ministers oniained by some reverend 
bishop of the church of England ; and the governor for the 
time being, as the most suitable public person among them> 
was left sole judge of the certificates of such ordination, ami 
so he has continued ever since. 

$ 39 Tb E only thing I have heard the clergy complain of 
there, is what they call precariousness in their livings ; that 
is, they have not inductions generally, and therefore are not 
entitled to a freehold ; but are liable, without tri d or crime 
alledged, to be put out of the ve«try : and though some have 
prevailed with their vestries, to present them for induction, 
yet the greater number of the nifnisters have no inductir#n, 
but are entertained by agreements with their vestries ; yet 
are they very rarely turned xjut, without some great prova- 
caiion ; and then, if they have not been abominably scanda* 
jous, they immediately get other parishes. For there is no 
benefice whatsoever in that country that remains without a 
minister if they can get onei and no qualified nunister ev^ 
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^t returned from that country for want of preferment They Appekpix* 
have several vacant parishes. 

Concerning the CoUege* 

<< $ 40. THEcollege^ as has been hinted, was founded by . 
their late majesties, king William and queen Mary, of happy 
memory, in the year 1692. Towards the founding of which 
they gave 1985/. 14«. \0d. They gave moreover, towards the 
endowment of it, 20,000 acres of land, the revenue of one 
penny per pound on tobacro, exported to the plantations 
from Virginia and Maryland ; and the surveyor generars«- 
place of the colony, then void, and appointed them a bur- 
gess to represent them in the assemblies. The land hitherto 
has yielded little or no profit ; the duty of one penny per 
pound brings in about two hundred pounds a year ; and the 
surveyor general's place about fifty pounds a year. To which 
the assembly had added a duty on skins and furs exported, 
worth about an hundred pounds a year. 

** § 4 1 . By the same charter likewise, their majesties grant- 
ed a power to certain gentlemen, and the survivors of them, 
as tmstees, to build and establish the college, by the name 
of William and Mary College ; to consist of a president and 
six masters or professors, and an hundred scholars, more or 
l^ss, graduates or non-graduates ; enabling the said trustees, 
as a body corporate, to enjoy annuity spiritual and temporal, 
of the value of two thousand pounds sterling per annum ; 
with proviso to convert it to the building aiid adorning the 
college ; and then to make over the remainder to the presi- 
dent and masters, and their successors : who are likewise to 
become a corporation, and be enabled to .purchase and hold 
to the value of two thousand pounds a year but no more. 

'* § 42. The persons named in the charter for trustees are 
made governors and visitors of the college, and to have a 
perpetual succession, by the name of governors aod visitors^ 
with power ^o fill up their own vacancies, happening by the 
death or removal of any of them. Their complete number 
may be eighteen, but not to exceed twenty, of which one is 
tD be the rector, and annually chosen by themselves, on the 
first Monday after the 25th oC March. 

" These have the nomination of the president and mas- 
ters of the college, and all ot,her officers belonging to it ; and 
)the power of making statutes ^nd ordinances, for the better 
rule and government thereof. 

^^$ 43. Thk building is to consist of a quadrangle, two . 
sides of which arc not yet carried up. In this part are con- 
tained all conveniences of cooking, brewing, baking, &c. 
and convenient rooms for the reception of the president and 



'A i * t^lrW» . fhastem %ilti itMihy miire sehdiare ^ism are m feit €0«e 16 
it ; in this part are also the hall ^ttd school rdmn. 

« $ 44. The college wasinwtided to be an eniire squats, 
when (intsht d ; tw<» sides of this Vere finished in the latter 
^d of governor Nicholsen's timet and the masters and 
scholars^- with the ne€«s»>ary house-keeptrs and servants, 
%ere settled in it, and so con¥ifiued> till the first fear df ^ 
iremor Noit's timet in which it h«t>pened «o be biirtit (no* 
body knows how) down to the ground, and very fittle sav^ed 
^lat was in it, the fire bteakhig out about ttrn d^clcick tit 
Bight, in a iniblic time. 

» TtLt. governor and all the geMlemeii that \«<ei^ in tbim^ 
came up to the lamentable sp^tade> many g^ettlng otK ^ 
their b«ds. But the fife had got such pbWer bdere it was 
discovered, and was so fierce, that there i#as Ao hopes of 
putting a stop to it, and therefore no attempts tttmie to that 
end, . 

^ In this condition it lay til] the arrival of tdUmd Spot^ 
wood, their. present governor, in whose tame it was raised 
the same bigness as before, and settled. - 

" Tbere had been a donation of large sums of money, 
by the honorable Robert Boyle, esqr. to this coBege, for the 
education of Indian children therein. Int>rder to mak^ use 
of this tliey had formeriy brought half a dozth captive Indmn 
children slaves and put them into thecoHcge; this method 
did not satisfy this governor, as not answering the intent of 
the donor, so to *vork he goes among the tributary vthd other 
neighboring Indians, and in a ihort time brought them to 
send thtir children to be educated, and brought n6^ nations, 
some of which lived four huncired rmlts ^, taking tlierT 
children for hostages and education equally, at the same 
time setting up a school in the frontiers convchieirt to the 
Indians, that they might often «ce the^ cMhJteti tnaderthe 
.first matiagements, wher^they learm to read, paying fifty 
pounds per annum out of his o^n pockfet to the sdiool mas- 
ter there, after wliich they wei*e brought to the ccflegci; 
where they were taught^ till they g^ew big enough for theii* 
hunting ard other exercises, at which time they were retuiitt- 
cd home, and smaller taken in their stead. 

Qftke MUUia in Vit^mia. 
" § 45. The militia are the only standing foh?^ raTii^ 
ginia. They are happy in the enjoyment oif an e?verhistinfg 
peace, which their poverty and want of towns secure tb them. 
They have the Indians round about in subjection, and liate 
no sort of apprehension for them : and for a foreign enemy* 
it can never be worth their while to carry troops sufikient to 



tethqtttf tfie country ; and ^tM scattennpr Micitfwd ef tfcdr Avrwrnx. 
settlement wilF not an&iKer the thai^ of ao* e^q>edi«lon to ^ 
plunder them : so that they feci none but the distant effect 
of war i which, however keep thitn k^ poor that they can 
boast of nothing %ttt the security of per^toRs^ioid habitations. 

"46* The governor is lieutenant-general by his com^ 
mission^ and in each county doea appoint Ihe o^losiei) Keute- 
nant-k:6lone}^ and major, who have under them captains, ami' 
other eommi^ofied and subahem officers. 

« EVERV freennan, (by which denomioatiofi diey callaH)^ 
but indented or bought servants) from ^ixteen^o sixty yeafrs 
of age) it listed in the militia ; which by a law Is to be mo®- 
terfed in a gewetal muster for each county, once a year, and 
in single trdops and companies fotir tinies more at the least t^ 
most people th^e are skilful in the use of fire arms, bein^ 
aH theii* lived accustomed to slioot m the- woods. This, to* 
gether with a little exercising, would soon make the militkr 
useful. 

« $ 4f . Tffis. exact number of the miUHa » notm^w koowti, 
there not being any account of the number of late years^ but 
I gu^ss them at thia time to be about eighteen thousand 
fffective men in all. 

Anh whereas, by the practice of fiat mtr times ^on 
^militia law, several peciple were obliged ta travel some- 
times thirty or forty miles, to a private muster of a troop 
or company, which was very burdensome' to some more than 
others, to answer only the same duty ; this governs, just 
and regular in all hi^ conduct, and experienced to put his 
desires in dividing execution, so contrived, by dividing thfe 
counties int<J several canters or military districts, fofming 
the troops and companies to each Canton, and appointing the 
muster fields in the centre of each, that now throughout the 
whole country none are obliged io travel above ten miles to 
a private muster, and yet the la ^ put in due fex^cution. 

*' § 48. Instead of the soldiers they kept fermerly in forts, 
and of the cfthers after them by the nam^ of rangers, to scour 
the frontiers clear of the Indian enemy, thdy have by law 
appbinted the militia to march out upon siich occasions, 
tinder the command of the chief officer of the county^ where 
any incursion shall \k notified. And if they, upon siicli ex- 
pedition, remain in arms three days and upwards, they are 
then entitled to the pay for the whole time ; but if it prove 
a false alarms and they have no occasion to continue out so 
long, they can demand nothing. 

« I 49. The number of soldiers in each troop of light 
borsc are firom thirty to sixty, as the con^tence of the cm^ 
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A»yKwpnt* ton ipUI adttik; mi in a conipttiiy of foettbout fifty or tti^ 
fsaasa^sam Atroop or company may be goi tof^ther iA% di^*8 warn'mg. 

Of the Servmti9 mnd Sisve^ in Vtrghm. 

<< $ ia^ Tffsta aci^antsthey disttnguisb by the names of 
slaTea for life, abd sefvants for a time. 

** Slates are tbe negroes, and their posterity^ foUowin|^ 
tbe C0iiditi«i of the mother, actovding to the maitiui, ftreUu 
mefukur venirem. They are called slaves in respect of the 
time of tbetr serritude, because it is for lifo. , 

M SiBTAM TS are those, which serve only for a fow years^ 
according ta the time of their indenture, or tbe custom of the 
country. The* custom of the country takes place upon such ^ 
as have no indentures. The lav in this case is, that if such 
aervants be under nineteen yeal's of age, the3r must be brought 
into court, to hear their agt adjudged ; and fimn the age 
they are Judged to be of, they must serve until they reach 
four and twenty : but if they be judged upwards of mneteen, 
they are thoi only to foe servants for the term of five years. 

<* $ 51. The male servants and slaves of both sexes, are 
employed together in tilling and manuring^ the ground, in 
sowing and planting tobac'o, com. Sec. Some dislioctionr in-, 
deedt <is made between them in their cloUies and food ; but ^ 
the work of both is no other than what the overseers, the 
freemen^ and tlw planters themselves do. 

^ SupFiciENT distinction ts aUo made between the female 
servants and slaves: for a white woman is rarely or never 
put to work in the ground, if she be f>ood for any thing else. 
And t6 discourage all pl^niers from u>ing any women so, 
their hw makes female servants wofking in the ground tith- 
ablest while it suffers all other white women to bc^Absolutely 
exempted t whereas, on the other hand, it i^a commoa 
thing to work a. woman slave^ut of dobrs ; npcpHoes the law 
make any distinction in her laxeSi whether <her work be 
abroad or at home. 

<' $ 52. Because I have heard how strangely cruel and 
severe the service of this coiHitry i^ rcjpresenied in some parts 
of England ; I can^t forbear affirming,^ that the work of their 
so^vants and slavcis is no otiier than whs^ every common 
Ireeman does. < 

Other offi- ^ $ ^- Bssinks titc governor and councH aforementioned 

4cri. there are three other general officers in that ^looy, bearing 

his majesty's immediate commission, viz. the auditor of the 

revenue, the receiver ^neral of it, and the secretary of state. 

^ TsE auditor's4business is to apdit >the accounts of the 

public money of the govemjiienti and duly to transmit the 
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«^t6 of tkem to Eni^nd ; sucb'as the quk-reHts, the moiitf Ap^Wttm^, 
drisiog by the twd shillings pei^ hogshead) fort duUesj the 
fines and forfeitures, and th« profit of escheats and rights of 
land. His salary Is six per cent. 

«* The present receiyer-general is James HoscoW, esqr. 

« The secretary^ business is to keep the public record 
of the couhtry, ami |o take care that they be regukirly and 
iairly made up ; mamely, all judgments ol' the general courl> 
as likewise all deeds and other writings there proved ; and 
^rther, to issue all writs, both ministerial and judicial, relate 
Ing thereto. To m^ke out and record all patents for lands^ 
and to take the return of all inquestrof escheats. 

** , In thia office is kept a register of all commissions of ad«t 
ministration, and probates of wills, granted thpou^out thd 
jsirfony \ as dso of all births, burials, marriages, and persons 
th^t go out of the country ; of all houses of public entertain- 
ment, and of all public officers in the oountrjr \ and of man/ 
other things proper to he kept in so general an office. 

<^Fr^i^ this office are likewise issued ali writs forthoos^ 
ing of burgesses, arid in it are filed authentic cc^ies of all 
proclamations. - 

^ Thk present secretary is Thomas Fieket) esqr. 

« The seeretai^'s inconW: arises from fees for all buainet^ 
done in his ofhce, which cofne (*oomimtnfbu9 armU) to about 
70,00a lbs, tobacco per annum ; out ir>f which he pays 1 2,500 
and cash to the clerks ; his own perquisites proceed out of 
the acknow1edi3;ments paid him annually by the county clerkst 
and are besides about 40,00& lbs. of tobacco and <:ash. 

w § 9. ThIere are two other general officers in the countryi 
who do not receive then* commis^on and authority immedi* 
ately from the' crown ; and these are, 1st, The ecclesiastical 
commission, viz. the reverend James Blair, authorised by the 
right revei^nd fother in God, the lord bishop of London, or- 
dinary of all the plantations : 2d, The tountry*8 treasurer, 
viz. the honorable Peter Beverley, esqr. authorised by tlie 
gjeneral assembly. 

^ This cohimissary^ business is to make vitttations of 
ohtirches, and have tb^ inspecti<m of clergy. He is allowed 
one htHidred']pounds per annum,' out of the quit-rents. 

«. The treasurer's business is to receive the money from 
the several collectors, and to* make up the accounts of the 
duties raised by some late acts Of assembly, for extraordinar]r 
4»ccasfon8 1 his salary is six pe)r cent, of all money passing 
throtigh his hands. 

"These are all the general officers belonging to that go- 
Ternment, except the court of admiralty, whith has |\a 



«< 1 10. Ths ^tti^ pubtick coBimi«MQi| cfieen in t)ie go^ 
-vernineDt, (except those of tlie nMlitMy wbicli iiave been mea* 
tioaed) ^^« ccche^tors, n^val o^crrs, CQlkBC^;aK, ckrks of 
frourtft, sfacriffs of coundes^ survey on of land, and coraien. 

^ Tm% esohcatofs have their preciDCts er bouads, accoid^ 
iB% \0 ihie several Becks of bnd : for their piufits thejr de* 
IViafid five pounds ^ e^ch inquest ta|LeB) be^g paid ooky a4 
business bapp^s. 

^ Tm£ nav^ officers have tbeit bounds afioordiog tp tlietr 
districts on die rivers and so have the cf^kctors. The profki 
of the first arise ^m larg^ fees, upon the ciitehug and clear- 
ing of all shipsand vessels. The collectors have each a salary 
out of the treasury tn England of forty pcmnds, sixty poundS} 
er an hundred pounds* according to their seneral- districts^ 
' they be»ig appunt^ by the bonwfeble commissioners of Uie 

customs in England^ pursuant to the statvrte niade in th^ 
twenty fifth year of king Charles the second : and have more- 
over salaries of t^venty per cent, on all the duties they cc^* 
lecty by virtue of the same statute, and fdso large fees kn^ 
every cntery and clearing. 4 

^ Tb^ nav^l overs' mher profits ^re ten-per cent, for all 
the money by thcfn received ; both on the two shillings pef 
hogshead, port d^es, «kins and fors, and also on the new 
iinp«)S(s, on servants ^d liquors, when such doty is in beings 

<< The clerks of courtsi sherifTs, and sucveycMi^ are li ntited 
according to tlae several counties. Tha clerks of eo^s rer 
ptive their conuntssions from th^ secretary 9f stute; ihe 
sheriff theirs from the governor, and the surveyors 'of Ignd 
theirs frqra the gove^Hn^ of the college, 19 whora the officf 
of siu-veyor-general is vested l3^ their charter. 

** The clerks' profits proceed from stated fees, upon al^ 
law suits and bui^ine^ in their respective cofirts, except the 
clerk of the general c^urt, who is paid a salary hf the se- 
cretary, and takes the fees of that court/ to hioaself. 

^ The sberifiP/s profit 3s likewise by fees on ali busim^^s 
4one in the co^niy courts, to which lie is the mmisten^ 
officer, and not jtidge of the <;ounty court,, as mr. Qld- 
mixon stiles him, pge 289 ; but the best oThis income is by 
9 salary of all public tobacco, which is coBstantly put mto th* 
sheriffs hands, to be collected and put iirto hundreds, conve- 
nient ft^rthe market. He has hk« wise several other ad van? 
tages, which make hi? place very profitable^ 

*^ The profits of the surveyors of lands are according to 
t+»e trouble they take : their lees being proportioned to tb^ 
^wrvey^ they make. 



tf Tui coroner M a comiBtasioii oflictr rifio»bi|t4H«{mfilt A»n^^ 
are not worth naming, though he has liu^e fees allowed him 
ivhen he does any busii^&s. Theijs are two or more of them 
appointed in each pari<»h» as occasion requires ; but in thf 
vacanc^r or absence of any, up^n an exigency, the next justice 
of peace does the business, and receives the feCi which 4s on? 
hundred and thirty three pounds of tobacco fi>r an inquest on 
9 dead corpse, any other busii^iess seldono failing in his way* 
, ^ § U,, Th^re are other ministerial officers, that have not^ 
commission; which are surveyors of the high ways, coastar' 
bks, and h^adboroughs. These are appointed, relieved and 
. idtered^annually by the county courts, as they see occasion ; 
^nd.such bounds are given them as those courts think mosi 
4^onvenicnt» 

^<§ 12 Thsr^ are five sorts of standing public revenuea 
In that country, viz. 1st, A rent ri:served by the crown upon 
a& lands patent ; 3d, a revenue granted to his majesty by act 
^assembly, fpr the support and mantenance of the govern- 
ment; 3d, a reveiuie raised by the as^mbly, and kept in 
their own disposal, for extraordinary occasions ; 4(h, a rever 
pue raised by the assembly, and granted tolhe college ; and 
;f>thi a revifriu^ raised by act of parliament in Engltmd upon 
|he trade there. . > 

^ § 13 \sU Tii£ rent reserved upon tlie lands is called bis 
majesty's revenue of quit-rents, and is twa shillings for every 
bundred acres of land patej^ted by any person in that country, 
land twopence per acre foi: ali lands found to escheat ; this is 
paid into the (n^asury there by aU except the inhabitants of 
Ihe Northern Necjci who pkj nothing to the king ; but the 
vrhole qiiit*rent of the neck is ptid to ceitain proprietors ioT 
the lord Culpepper^s family, who have the possession thereof 
to tliemselves, upon the preten»(»^s be&re rehearsed in the 
first part of th^ book. - 

« The revenue has been upwardsof ^fteen hundred pounds 
year, since tobacco has hekl a good price. It is lodged tii 
the receifer-generars lurnds, to be disposed of by his ma- 
jesty. This money is left in bank there to be iaade use of 
upon any sudden and dangerous emergency, except when it 
4s called home to England. And for want of such a bank sir 
William Berkeley was not able to make any stand against 
-Bacon^ whom otherwise he might easily have si^dued, and 
consiequenily have prevented above 100,000/. expence to tht 
crown of England, to pacify those troubles* 

" § 14. 2d, The revenue granted to his majesty by act of 
assembly, for the sup}x)rt and maintenance of the govern^ 
ment, arises, 1st, out of a duty of twashillings per hogshead, 
whic^i is paid for every hogshead of tobacco exported out of 
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AppKimor^ ibaltltfiiMfi M, hfttn^t of fifcera pence per tcmhr t^uep^ 
8hip» upon each return of her voyage > whether she be empty 
or full; Sdf by' it duty oCsiv pence per poll, for every |iat8en« 
gery bond ctr free, going into that country to remain ; 4th» 
by the fines and forfeitures imposed by several acts of assem- 
bly. There is al >o an addition upon vjr^kg suid strays having 
no owner** composition of two pence per acre for escheated 
Itfid, chatties escheated, and the sale of land instead of rights^ 
at five shillings per right : -all which are paid into the hands 
of the receiver-general, and disposed of by the gpvemor and 
council, (with liberty for the assembly to inspect the a<;-' 
counts when they meet) for defraying th^ public charges of . 
the government. ^ 

^ The revenue, commumbuM anm^ amounts to nftore than 
three thousand pounds a year. > 

«♦ § 15. 3cl, Thic revenue arising^ by a^t of assembly, and^ 
reserved to their own disposal, is of two sor^ viz. a dutjr 
upon liquors imported from the neighbourinjp plantations^' 
and a duty upon all slaves and servants imported, except 
English. 

^ Ths duty on liquors used to be four ^nce per gallon, 
on all wines, rum, and brandy; -and one penny per gallon 
upon beer, cyder, and other, liquors, dtscounting twenty per 
c^t. upon the invoice, except o^S4 ^ . . ^ 

M Thr duty on servants and slaves used ta4>e twenty ^hiW* 
Imgsfbr each servant, not being a native of England or 
Wales, and five pounds for each slave or negro. 

<<^HE former of these duties amounts, commwnibua amn»i 
to six hundred pounds a year, -^nd the latter t6 more or less, 
as the negro sliips happen to arrive'. / ^ 

<< The oharge of building and adorning the governor^ 
house and capitol .was defrayed by these duties, and so was 
the erecting of the public prison. 

"The funds are gatltered into4he liands of the treasarer 
of the-tountry, and are disposed of only by order of assembly. 

"$16. 4th, The revenue i^ised by the a,ssei^iy, and 
granted to the college, is a duty pn sdi sKins and furs Export- 
ed. Thi.s fund raised about an hu;idred pounds a year, and is 
paid by the collectors to the college treiisurer. 

*' § 17. 5thf and last, T^e fund raised by act of parliansi^nt 
in England ^pon the trade there, is a duty of one penny, per^ 
pound iipon all tobacco exported to the plantations, and not 
arrived directly to; England. This di^ty was laid by statute 
25, Car. 2, cap. 7, and granted to the king and his successor ; 
and by their gracious majesties, king WiUlfimf and queen 
M^ry, it was given to the college. This duty docs not raise, 
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fooUi in 1r?r^»^nd Mainland, abore two hundred ponndt *Ap»EifPiat . , 
a year, and is aecounted for to the college treasurer a=i^-* 

. *'$ 18. THEThavebuttwo waysof raising money publicly * 
in that country, viz, by duties upon trade, and a poll taxt 
which they odl levies. Of the duties upon trade I have «!«*' 
]ken sufficiently in the preceeding chapter. I come.therefore 
BOW to speak of the levies, which are a certain rate or pro*^ 
portion of tobi^xo charged upon the bead of every tithal^' 
person in the country, upon all alik«, without distinction. , 

^ Thet call all negroes, abour sixteen years of s^^ titha* 
«ble, be they male e^ female ; and all white men of the samo 
age. But children and white womeki arc exempted B^ka all 
manner of duties. 

c( That a true accountnof all these tithab'e persons may 
be had, they are annuaHy listed in crop tin>e, by the justices 
of each county respectively i and the masters «f £iimilies are 
obliged, under great penalties, then to deliver to those jus- 
tices a true li^ of all the tithable persons in their families. 
Their levies are threefold, viz. public, oountyVand parish levies. 

^^ § \9» PvBVKi levies are such as are pr<3fK)rtiot|ed an^ 
laid equally by the general assembly, upon every tithable 
person throughout the whole colony. These serve p> d<:fvay 
several expences appointed by law to be so defrayed ; aucb 
as the executing of a crinltnad slave, who must be made 
f^ood to his owner; the talking gp of runaways; and the 
paying of militia w(ien they, happen to be employed upon , 
the service. Out of these are Ukewise paid the several, offi- 
cers of the assembly, and some i>ther public officers They 
£^rther defray the charge of the writs Jor the racing of the 
house of burgesses, public expences, and such like. 

<« THE^thority for levying this rate is, given by a short 
act of assembly, constantly prepared for that purpose. 

<« § 20. The county levies are such as are peculiar to 
•acb county^ and laid by the justices upon all tithable per- 
sons, for defraying the charge of their counties: such «s the 
building sChd repairing the court-houses, prisons,^ pillories, 
stockSfScc. and the payment of all services rendered to the 
county in gen^l. , ^ 

^ ^2\. Tnt parish levies are laid by the vestry, for the 
payment of all , charges incident to tte several parishes, sQch 
as the buildings furnishing, and adorning their churches and 
chapels; buying g)e{bes, and building upon them'; p^ing 
their miniBlers,|*eader8) clcrk$, a^d sextons. 

^ $ 5. The country is divided into twenty nine counties) Divisioni^ 
and the counties as they are in bigness, into fewer or mo|T 
parishes^ as they are filled with inhiibitante;». 



Ar^lbfMii. * « TitB mtthM b( bai!tii6\TSg the Cbumiei is at tftis tii*e' 
with respe%t6 iht ccrfivtt>iertce of hating ^ach county Ktnit* 
ed tb otie single river fcr its ti^dc and ihiijptng ; so tbat any 
ofie, whose cbncerns are altogether ift ont cotittty, may not 
be obliged to setfk his fiifer^ht and shipping rh tndrfe than one 
x^et. WhtreiAs at first they were bounded vi^rtfh respect to 
the fciteait^ and the prophi<5[uhy of the extremes to one com- 
Kion iientre ; by which means ohecbunty reached thtn qr.itd 
across a neck of land, from river lb rirer. But this way o< 
bbundh*^ tht ^buneies being Ibund mor6 infconvertient than 
the other, it was changed by a law into i^at it tfi^ is. 

** BEsmk^ this division into counties and pafflshes, there 
are two other subdivisiom, which are subject to the rulei 
and alteratiohs made by the county coutt^i namely, Into pre» 
cincts or boroughs^ for the limits of constables ; and into 
precincts or walks, for the surveyors of ^h way's. 

" § 6. TftERE is Another division of tSfe coimtry into necks 
of land,' which ar^ the boundaries of the escheators, viz. 

«<^1. TflE Northern Neck between Potomac and Rappahan* 
jK>ck rivers 1 -this is the proprietary in the Idrd Culpepper's 
family. . 

<* 2. ThA neck between RiSppahuinbck and York tiyerSj 
within which Pamunk^y Neckjp included'. 

« 3. The fteck between YoS and Janffes rivert. 
" « 4. The lands on the south Side James rfrer. 

« 5. Tbe land on the eastern shore * in Iffi five divisibn^ 
each of which has its particular eschiat master. 

•* In the Northern Neck are contai n trcJ si x counties, I , Lan- 
caster, viz. in which are two pari shea* narncly, Chritt 
Church, and St. Mary* White-Chape 1 , 2 NorthumheHand, 
two parishes, vlt. Fairfield jfhd Boulrary, and Wiceoco- 
moco. 3. Westmbi'eland, two pansUes, viz, Copely and 
Washington. 4. Standford, two parishes^ viz. Su Paul and 
Overwortoh. 5. Richmond, one parish, viz. Nortii-Fam- 
ham,' an^ part of another, viz. 'Sittenburn. 6- Kin^ George 
county one parish, naaied Hanover, the other pan of Sit- 
ttenburn. 

"In the^ne* between Rappahannbclsf and Yotk Rivers 
ar^ contained six btllfer counties, viz. I.Gloucester, In which 
vrt four parishes, viz.*lPesso, Abingdon, Ware and King- 
ston. 2. Middlesex, only one parisli, viz. Christ Qhurch. 
3. King^anxlQueeb, two patishes, v3z. Stratton Major, Sf. 
Stephens. 4. Khig William, tViro parishes, viz. St John^ 
and St. Margaret's. 5, Essex, three parishes, viz. South 
* Famham, St. Anne, St. Gary's. 6. Spotsylvania, one par* 
tsh, viz. St. George. 



APPENPI& m 

** In the Nccit bctWeen York and Japes ^^rs, there ire kvvt.vj)ix» 
%eYen counties and part of one eighth ; the seven entire "^ '" ■* 

counties are, 1. Elizabeth City, in which isonly*^ne parish 
learned also felizabeth City Parish. 2. The VXarwic^, in 
t^'hlch are two parishes, viz t)enby. Mulberry Island. , 3. 
York, in which are two parishes, viz. Charles and York- 
Hampton ; and part of a third called Braffcr'on. 4. James city 
in which are three parishes, and part of two others, viz. 
James City, part of Wilmington, IVlci-chant's-Hundred, 
and the other half Bucton. 5, New-Kent, two Parislies, vizi 
JBlisland and St. Seter's. 6. Charles City, two parishest 
viz. Western and part of Wilmington. 7. Hanover, one 
parish, viz. St. Paul's, and 8. Part of Henrico county, on 
the north side James river, by which river the parishes 
are so divided, there being two parishes in the whole coun- 
ty, viz. Henrico and St. James^ and part ot a third called 
Bristol. 

"On the soiith side JameS river are seven counties, and 
the other part of Henrico:, the seven counties beginning at 
th^ Bay, as I have done in all the rest, are, viz. 1 . Princess 
Ann, in which is but one parish, namely Lynhaven. 2/ 
Norfolk, also one parish, called Elizabeth Kiver. 3. Nan- 
demond, in which are three parishes, viz Lower parish, up- 
per-parislv, Chickabec. 4. Isle of Wight, in which are 
two parishes, vi|;. Warwick, Squecke-bay, and Viewport. 5; . 
Scerry, two parishes, Lyon*s creek, Southwark. 6. Prince- 
George, in which is one parish, viz. Martin Brandon, and 
the other part of Bristol parish in Henrico. 7. Brunswick^ 
a new county^ constituted towards the southern pas» of the 
mountains, on purpose that by extraordin^r j^ encoiirggementSy 
the seWleprients may send up that way first, as is given also 
to Spotsylvania county for the northern pass< It is made 
one parish by the name of St. Andrew! 

" On the eastern shore, that is on the eftit side of the great 
bay 0^ Chesapeak, the place to whi h sir William Bcrfc ey. 
l^tired in the rebellion, without withdrawing from- the go^ 
▼emment, (as mr Oldmixon declares'*he did) are two coun^ 
tics^ 1. Northampton, having one parish name^ Hungers* 
2. Accomac having one parish also named Afccomac. 

"In all there are at present twenty-nme counties, and fiP 
iy-four parishes. 

« §7. Therris yet another division of theccmntry into 
districts, according to the rivers, with respect to the ship- 
ping and navigations These are (he bounds appointed for 
the naval officers, and collectors of the public duties^ and 
tire as foUows : 
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Avttimtt. * 1. Ts< opptr pam of Jamet riven fro« IK^ ktiiii 

«2. THk Icmcr part* of James men fawn Hc^ \shabA 
dbwftwaitb fd the capes, afid round ^dint Comfoit, te B1»cIn 
river. 

^ J. ToB^ Pbqoosof), BM^jac-faaj^f and Pie0ildtattk«fife^# 

"4. RitPPAHAVHOC-BIVfeB. 
*< 5. POTO^ACBITEi. 

* 6. PocoxdKtf and the other parts on the caMetli, lludtf 
flHilerly tlir6 districts ; but they ate nowuiiited into one. 

Indiana ^Tnk Indians of Virginia are atmost lasted, Mt sdth 

fbwns,dr people as retain their names, and live in bodies, art 
hereunder set doim ; all which together can't ralse'five bfm«> 
dred fighting men. They livfe poofly and much ftt tear o( 
the ne i^borftig Indians. Each town, by the artides of peace, 
1677, i^ys three Indian arrows for their land, andC^reotf 
beaver skins for protection every year. 

** Im Accomac arc eight toWns, viz : 

^ MAtoifKtM is mach decreased of late by thesm^iVMr, 
that was carried thither. 

** GiaooTEqtrE. The few remains of this towi are joitt* 
ed with a nation of the Maryland Indians. 

« KifeQUOTANK is redaeed to^ery few tncn. 

« MATcnopuiroo has a small number yet fivlflg. 

« Occ AEA Koc has a small nutober yfet living. 

*< PoNGOTKqufe^ Governed by aqoeen, hot a siftilll Aa» 
tion* 

M OAtTAitfcoc has but four or five families. 

•< Chic6nessex has very few, who just keep the fiattie. 

«« NANDUGfe. A Seat of the empress. Not above tw^n* 
ty families, but she hath ail the nations bf this shore undef 
tribute. . 

« In Northampton, Gangasco, which is alttio^tas tmtfte- 
I'ous'^s all the fot^goiffg nations put tdgether. 
' «« In Prince Geoi^e, Wyanokeis eiainct. 

<* In Charles city, Appomattox extinct; 

«*IN Surrey. Noitowayes, which are above a hondi*ed 
bow men, of late a thriving and encreasing people. 

» Bv Nansemohd. Menfaecring has aboni thhiy bowiimen, 
who keep at a stand. 

" Nansameno. About thirty bowmcft. They hate iifr 
creased much of htfe. 

<* In King William's county, t^o. Pamannkie, has about 
forty bow-men, who decrease. 

« Chickamomonie, which had about sixteeti hCfST'^mtn, 
l0Ut lately encreased. 



4( Iir Eflses* ffaippab^nmoc, m4hc^« 

♦* In Bicfewond. Port-Tobago, ^extii^ct. 

^ Ifi Nofdwo^beriaixl. Wiccomopcp, bi^^lmt &w ia\tf% 
Jjyiog, wiiUh yet keep ^p t^eir tu^gduqi, ^pd retain tbe^r 
(fasl^on J yet Ike by tb^ip9elve% ^lepaij^t^ iv^m >^ «l^ter I'J'' 

Tjwpicxpprt? of the cplooy, 4vrwg tbie ^r^t tjb^rtjr y<?^rf> Commeroer 
JMFC i^^SkOfiA epcQlmvtJy to tob^pp; bw^t :ftPon |is the price 
of MiU ^nide fell I'lom three thiUii^s md m^ pcnqe the 
.pound} lo,tw.eaty ^ilvUings tbie buiKlre^ l^efgbt, thjs pecesai^ 
.of tbe iisQ]^40Ugbt othcir jH>urce8 of weitlth. A tmde yf^% 
lopeoed .by .several ent;erpri;uQg indivjduft]s with ,the jLodiaDa 
at the head of the bf^^, wUb tbosje pn their (rontiei», and the 
4x>vii)g warriors of tbe Si)t .Nf^tiopis* IIl^c ^ins of ibe ^er> 
4he elki apd buffaipe ; togi»ther jw^th the furs of the otter, the 
ihare, the fox* the fpp^k rati imd the beayer^ were procured 
iaexchapge for rum» hatchets, btopketsy <kc* ^c. 

XnStSrE peppk, pi^rtiy cured of the ^^ge for nmkingtp* 
(tecco by .the alarmiog dkprt^atioPf turned their attention.^ 
Uie .more .u^fiil culture of lingli^ gr^ip apd ^ncli^n corp ; 
:iindwece.iP.aj»hort:tipie^ble,(o.Tai^ ^buqd^Uy.p^ore th^ 
ifiufiicient for the hom* cpasumption. T^V^ sMrplus becai^ie.a 
;Pew item ferestportation, ^pd was either disposed of to the 
4rader&pf Maryland, C^rolipn, New-York and New-E^glAn4> 
^r direcUy Mth the mother copntuy. 

Tq^ lepterpirvBe of individuals had ,Qven ioduped them toi 
~c:arcy pn.a tTiS^e in ppen boat3 with C^^ada* The fp-dpr ^pd 
.^adYttPtuivips spirit. of the, colopi^ts,xvep ^o e^rly as 1632^^ 
ipay.be Collected from an order of .cpupcjl foebiddipgapy 
fbpatnp4er tep >tPP3..»nd a .flush deck> ,&ted witb grating pr 
. tarp^mlipg, to ti^c .with C^P^da. 

i*^M«iuw&.werp,AW4rded to tbe owners pf Virginia bujlt 
.ve»4d9« apd.to the.inyeptpi^.of evety u^efgi discovery ; bpt 
notwithstanding the alarming dep^^eciatipn in their U^pi/ty 
jand the iitt^ptiop pf govemmem to.coaimerce and manufac- 
ture, tobacco still contipued to be, the principal article of e^« 
.cbjmge ;ivith Britain; and. an imm^^e proportion of tlje 
t^hips, that, traded with lYirgipia were vWho% freig^htedwixh. 
^his eommodity. 

., £y^^ upder^ll these pnfavorable circumstapces^ the p^i^ 
^f Virginia would haye beep ePpsiderab)e;4>u^^for the restric* 
)4tiQns.ifl(ip9aed by the British pj^r|iamept. These i*estrictiops 
:>W$re,, tot a mopppoly pf the .staplecpmrntxiity by the .king. 
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%mm APPENDIX. 

APf ENDXXf or fermers appointed by him. As if tliis had been insufiicknt. 
jiir WilUam Berkeky was instructed by his commission ta 
take a bond from the masters of every vessels that sailed from 
Virginia^ to land his cargo in some part of the king's domt^ 
nions in Europe. The ordinance of 1 650, prohibiting foreign 
ships to enter her ports, was merely the pr^de to two acts 
of the conimonwealth, one of which expressly prohibited any 
kind of commercial intercourse between the colonies and 
other states ; the other enjoined, that no production of Asia, 
Africa, or America should be imported into any of tlie do- 
minions of the commonwealth but in vessels bek>nging to 
English owners, or to people of the colonies settled there, 
and navigated by an English commander, and by crews n^ 
which the greater part must be Englishmen. 

Tjie people of Virginia calculated highly en the opinion 
of their loyalty, after the restoration, for an abatement or re-» 
moval of those restraints ; but the policy of Cromwell and 
the commonweafth were adopted by the king and parliament 
to theirfullest extent ; and as if even these were not sufficient* 
the celebrated navigation act was passed. By this, in addition 
to the former regulations, it was enacted* ^* that none but na- 
tural born subjects, or such as have been naturalized, shall 
exercise the occupation of merchant or factor in any English 
settlement, under pain offorfeiting their goods and chattels; 
that no sugar, tobacco, cotton, {wool, indigo, ginger, or woods 
used in dying, of the growth or manufacture of the colonies^ 
shall be shipped from them to any othei country but Eng- 
land ; and in order to secure the performance of this, a suf- 
ficient bond with one surety shall be given by the owner* 
before sailing, for a specific ^um, proportional to the rate 
of the vessel employed by them/' The articles specified, in 
the language of the ac^ are termed enumerated commodities, 
and, as industry in its progi^ss furnished new articles of va<? 
lue, these have successively beep added to the roll, and sub^ 
jected.to the same restraints. 

An extension of the navigation act, a short/ time after, pro* 
hibited the importation of any European conimodity into 
the colonies^ but what W£^s laden in England, in vessels navi- 
gated and manned as the* act of navigation required. It 
was openly avowed in this act, that the object and intent of 
these regulations was to retain the colonies in former depen- 
dence, and more beneficial and advantageous to it by the 
further employment, and encrease of English shippers and 
seamen, as well its in the vent of the Elnglish wollen and 
pther manufactures and commodities, and in making Eng^ 
land a staple, not only of the commodities of those planta* 
UQns, btit also of the commodities of other countries aq4 
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places, for the supplying of them. In the prosecution of AppgHDiie» 
those favorite schemes, says the historian, from whom I prin- * 

cipally copy this commercial statement, the English legis- 
lature proceeded a step faither. As the act of navigation 
had left the people of the colonies at liberty to export tlic 
enumerated commodities from one plantation to another, 
witho^t paying any duly, that subjected them to a tax equi- 
valent to what Was paid by the consumers of those com* 
niodities in Elngland. 

It was pretended, that in return for the formation and set- 
tlement of the colonies by the mother country, all the fruits 
of future toil, perseverance and industry ought to be subject 
tosevere selfish and oppressive regulations ; and the lives and 
properties and rights of the colonists were conceived of little 
account, compared with the aggi^ndisement and pride of tlie 
parent state. 

T»ESE regulatibns, were in operation during a greater 
part of the time, embraced in the preceding narrative; and 
we can easily imagine, what would be the state of commc ce 
when clogged with so many tnonsirous restraints and mo- 
nopolies ; yet, it i s asserted, that the trade of Virginia, so 
early as the rebellion, yielded one hundred thousand pounds 
per annum, clear revenue to the king. 

The population of Virginia, experienced an astonishing Populatiou^ 
encrease, during this period. In 1624 the population 
scarcely exceeded two thousand souls. At the time of her 
surrender to the commonwealth, she was supposed to con- 
tain twenty thousand ; and at the close of Bacon's rebellion, 
the estimate would fall little short of forty thousand. Pur- 
suing the nation on either estimate, Virginia must have con- 
tained at least one hundred thousand at the close of this period. 

THR military force, or more properly speaking, the mi- tlc-i>«-^ 
litia, was composed of all those capable of bearing arms, gtreneth. 
Every man from 16 to 60, was enrolled on the muster lists ; 
and with few exceptions, were liable to be called out into 
service. Their long and dreadful conflicts with the Indians, 
and the absolute necessity, which was imposed on them, of 
vigilance, caution, and preparation, made them brave and 
eocpert soldiers. A strong military spirit always prevailed 
in the colony. The defence of sir William Berkley, against 
the troops of the commonwealth, displays a romantic gallan- 
try. The temper and bravery of Bacon's soldiers aflbrd 
an additional evidence of this fact. Tlieir incessant battles 
virith their Indian enemies place this matter beyond all ques- 
tion. 

Although, the planters of Virginia Vere probably infe*- 
lipr to Europeau troops, in grace and rapidity of evolution^ 
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Av^^mriT. and'oertaiRlf in milkaiy sctence, I very mack qBeaU^ntfilM^ 
were not 'better partixaas tb«o aof 9i Ibem ; t^^ never 
made use of tents ; tat laf , ^vhilst oo senHce, -wi the bare 
earth : they had to oontend mhh tntmkoh wh« rtamly gfiv^ 
quaner^ and whose lag^ance, cuaniog and dreadful valgr 
made ew&pf preoamion necessaiy s ilhc^ faaid ^to march thio^ 
thiok woods with their provi8ioos.«ntAieirbaokf ex^o^ed eve« 
Tf moment to the ittoat ttnmiaent dangers. * The /heart fK»* 
2mg tones of the war whoop were familMir to their eai»i aod 
the painted wfo^j with lus tomah^w;!^ gbved oo th^em irom 
behind the trees as they passed. 

T«E standing'forces of the tsokmy^ ^soDsisied of m oQioer 
and twenty men, raised as a i^ardfor-thei^overaor and as- 
sembly; and of b^ ween ^irty and ibrtgr men^^mployed togar^^ 
nson the forts at the ^leads of the rimrs, rBut these last 
were disbanded in the year 1676. The regular troops^ 
«ent to suitress the rebellion} weeve^laijWtdmnttdiatelsr dis* 
banded. 

T'B¥ manufactures do not appear to hAve^made ^much pFo- 
gross during this period. We .must not however, suppose 
from the silence of our records and historians ^Mi this head, 
that they Were wholly neglected. The su^tisnsion of inter- 
course with England during ft considerable part<^ thte oivil 
war, and afterwards the deptectation lof: their sU^pkf j>re* 
fvented a sufficient supply of tools, instruments <and i^lolhing 
irom )Britain ; and after the restoratimi their Attention w^ 
wrongly attracted to home imtanufiiiiCtureS) as <«re|lby .their 
'necessities as the encouragpementof the A&semMy,and bona* 
•tydfTered by the kmg. But the $seal displayed in the ojutaet 
for those projects gradually cooled, and if <we ^coept tthe 
manufacture of coarse cloths, and impainted'Cetlon, :and the 
ordinary exercise of handicraft .articles^of primai^y ne^ssi* 
ty ; nothing remained of that40unding'list,.pcepAy«d>JHrith 30 
muefar labor by the ting, and tecommend«d l^> leg;i%lati ve pre- 
mium and roya) bounty. Thefaagnificent^i^^ins, for the maa^ 
ufactureof silk, of salt, and iof irpOi had vanished,, Qi: he- 
come so iosignifioant, that na mention ^mai4e of them. 

SiiiP builcUng, as furnishing. a bokler field 1 fei speculati<>Q 
and enterprize, ;and as better suited to the genius end cir<^ 
cumstances of the colony, became an objeact o&mfl^e ardeiat 
and cor»stant ettentien. A pt^mium of .1300 pounds lof to- 
bacco "Was awarded by the assembly to the buUdeirs of ves- 
sels, not undeirtwenty six tons, . and instanaes frei^uently ,ec* 
cur, where the reward was claimed. During the reb^^tfion 
of Bacon, several ships from 1 10 to 300 tons burden, Wd^ 
pwnedby inh»bitatitAof VirgtUia^ 



Ship build 



LttMATVtti: was at the lowest ebb during tltfe perieil* Am^mtxQ 
Until the year 16»B no mentkm^ it any where ntade kv the £5^^^? 
reconh of schools^ or of any proTision for the instruction of 
youth. During that year> there is an order of conncil to col^ 
leet the Hhrarf sent over by the archbishop'of London. Tho 
collection was ddobllefls composed in a great measure (^ re« 
Itl^ious works : the disputes of angry chorehnien) atid th« 
labors of heavy eommenf ators. 

The uniformity, which prevailed in Virginia, must hav^ 
been highly injurious to the expansrofi of mind> by discoun* 
tenancing all doubt and dispotation. Curiosity is the child of 
doubt; but when the state assumes the rig^t of tbinkmg for 
its citizens, and punishes those^ who Assent from the esta* 
bllshed tenets, how feeble are the opportunities of acquirinf^ 
knowledge. After the ye^r 1 650 some feint traces of tolera* 
tion appear. The sectaries, with the exception of papists, 
were permitted, under eertmn restrictions, to celebrate the 
rights of their worship ; but they were too few in numbed • 
compared with the people, and perhaps too much under the 
inSuence of fear, to startle belief, or raise curiosity by the 
ardor or constancy of opposition. Some circumstances, too, 
have appeared, which induce the propriety of qualifying 
what has been said respecting the mildness of church go* 
vemment in Virginia. I am informed^ that in the office of 
the county court of Princess Anne, there exisls the record of 
the trial, condemnation, and execution, by fire, of a woman, 
on a charge of witchcraft ; and in all probability the case 
wab not solitary. In 1705 a law was enacted against atheism* 
Its prorimns, however, are not marked by any thing fero- 
cious or sanguinary^ and the clergy had very early been re- 
garded with a jealousy, which checked thtir aspiring pre- 
tensions. 

Tbe liberties (^ the cokmists, as far as they depended on 
eonstitutions and conventions, were scanty and precarious, Politieat 
during a great part of thrs period ; but as they were practi- liberties; 
cally enjoyed, they were ample and substamial : and they ^ 
were principally indebted for them to their own spirit and 
intelligence. Not all their o'oseqttiousness to sir William 
Berkeley ; not even their unfeigned respect and affection for 
his person and government, induced the slightest concession 
of tlieir privileges. And when, at length, the sense of colo- 
nial grievances, added to the pressure of parliamentary re- 
strictions, dissolved the charm, which lyiund them for so 
Ibng a time to this extraordinary man, they displayed in 
their resistance the same ardent and determined spirit l^ 
which they had ever been distinguished r 
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ArvTWDtti YtE price of com and other articles of food, during tldK 
~~ epoch, varied considerably, according to circumstances. Coni| 
at a medium, sold from ten to eighteen shillings the harreL 
A bull was worth seven hundred pounds of tobacco, or eight 
pounds fifteen shillings. Poultry would naturally command 
a greater price, from the delays and difficulty of procuring 
a stock from Europe, and the inconvenience of thek* muUi<« 
plication amongst cultivators, whose whole attention was 
almost wholly engrossed in clearing the forest for cultiva« 
tion. A gooscj during, the administration of Hervey, cost 
twenty shillings, and we should conclude, that other fowls 
were in proportion. 

The fates of ordinaries^ established in 1666, by sir \Vm. 
Berkeley, will throw more light on this head than is to be 
collected from the rates of separate (fom modi ties. As these 
rates were stated to have been fixed, in order to prevent the 
extortion of keepers of taverns and eating houses, we should 
conclude they are lower than the previous charges. 

A meal for a master, 

Ditto for a servant, 

Lodging for cither (per night) 

Spanish' wines, per gallon, 

French do. 

Brandy, English spirits, or ? 
Virginia dram, J 

Bum, 

Beer, - - * 

Cyder pr perry, - 

These two last are stated to be rated proportionally higher,, 
in order to encourage the produce of the country. 

From the circumstances of the colony an horse must have 
been an animal at once rai*e and valuable. In the year fifty 
six the assembly ordered two thousand five hundred pounds 
of tobacco to be paid to John Page, for a hoi^e lost in the ex- 
pedition against the Rechahecrians The complaint of Page, 
an^ the wording of the order, show, that this sum was not 
thought equal to that which the horse inight have eom- 
, manded. If we estimate the tobacco at the market price only 
six years after, it will amount to an hundred pounds ;. a pro- 
digious pricC) if we consider the rates in Europe during this 
period. In the same year, on the petition of Richard Nicho- 
las, it was ordered, ** that sixteen hundred pounds of tobacco 
be paid him* for the charges and cost he had been at in re- 
covering and finding a horse, which had been on the service 
in the same expedition." At the same time Richard Walker 
was ordered five hundred pounds of tobacco <^ for finding 



15 lbs. tobacco. 


10 


do. 


5 


do«, 


lOs. or 100 


do. 


8s. or 80 


do« 


16s. or 160 • 


do^ 


10s. or 100 


do. 


4s. or 40 


do. 


3s6or 25 


do. 
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Ihi libwt otHtnry Papons, and four hundred more when h» Appendix* 
Ibundtllat of Richard Eggleston.*' 

A BRIDGE wa^ erected duiing this period over Chickaho* 
yniny river, between the counties of New Kent, and Charlet 
Gitj. 

-^ The attornies general^ whose names have survived^ wtfro 
r- and E. Jennings ; auditors, Nathaniel Bacon and 

Wm Bird : secretaries of council, or of state ; Kemp, Fineh^ 
Hart well, Corker, LudwelU Spencer and Cole: commis^ 
•aiies. Temple and Blair; and the clerks of assembly, Minje^ 
Norwood) H. Randolphi Beverley, Page, and Beverley. 



PAPERS 

JinLAtlVt^ 5^ tHE MISSION fiOR PROCURtlTQ A Mojsjf 
FEMFBCT CMARTBR, 

tiight HonotabU^ 

As the prudence of princes is in- nothing more apparent- 
than in the choice of their ministers ; so his majesty mak^ 
ing choice ofj and caHing your honor to that high place, and 
degree of trust, wherein you now are) and we heartily wish 
you may long continue for the advantages of his majesty's 
dominions, and mcrease of your own honor, doth clearly 
evince that truth, and thence it is, that we (who are a remote 
•but a very considerable part of the English nation, if consi<- 
dered either Cor the present revenue we bring to the crown^ 
and advantages to the nation, by vending thVir manufactures, 
employment of shipping, and encreasing their trade, or for 
what may be reasonably ex[>ected hereafter from so growing 
a plantation) do by this, address ourselves to your lordship. 
With this petition, that your lordship will consider our pre"* 
sent condition, and heair those reasons, which we have order- 
ed our agents, col. Francis Morrison, mr. secretary Lud» 
well and ^ajor general Robert Smith, to present to your 
lordship, why we are unwilling, and conceive ought not 
to submit, to those, to Whom his majesty (upon misinforma^ 
*tion) hath granted the dominion over us, who do most con* 
tenttdly pay to his majesty more than wc )iave ourselve* 
for our labor, and do wish, that we could yet be more ad- 
^ntageous to the king and nation, for which we hope to 
lind his majesty's most royal favor and protection from 
such impositions, as will ruin us, and consequently his ma- 
jesty's revenue, from what we contend fo**| we humbly re- 
•«qv.e«t your lordship will judge reasonable. Sifice> it is no 
Append, vol. ii. £ . « 



Asmttsfou 

^ ' crown, wc may not be 9q;iCnited froniy mad adhjcclcd t^tNtf 

firiiow mbfcctSy comrty to dl fomer gndoDs promis* 
€t tod ateimncefl BtMl!i cmr mfwA misters; if dnabe rea* 
sooable and just for us, and necessarj for his majesty's ser-^ 
irici^ #e Irambly beg four bouol^s aisistaiice in thi99 observi^ 
fei^ what ttaf a^n ^(tt us iree, and for the fotanr secure ua 
from our feark c^ beinji^ enslaved^ and we shall ackne#ledg;ie 
jrvT firrors, the best way we can, and for erer pray for 
|tmr fonWrip^a prDsperity, as being right and honorable* 
Your honor's roost humble sern. 

WM. BERKELEY. 
Id the name of the ceund], 
THOS. LUDWELL, sec. 
ROBT. WYNNE, spkV. h. a. 
Dated frbm the assembly,* bokkn in \ 
James City the 2 1st Sept. 1 674. 

• Bsiiro to wait on the Hght hoOorsble lord Arlington, with 

a letter from tHe governor of Virginia, and his lordship amn 

Inanding u« so to give him the heads of that demise, grant* 

*d to him,and the lord Culpepper, #bieh the colony of Vir- 

V ginta were disturbed at, in obedience whereto, and out of 

desire of a fair con p' sure of the difierenoe arising from 

• the said grant we have taken dutt and do present to his lord« 

*• ' ship, tbese4)eads of the late demise, t6 his said lordship, and 

lord Culpepper, their executorS} administrat(Jrs and assigmt, 

for one aiid thirty yeari. 

' FiRst, the entire territoiy, tract and dominion, common^ 
ly called Vii^nf a, with the territory of Accomack, .with all 
Hghts, appurtenances and jurisdictions, together, with all 
livers, waters and loyaUiei whatsoever i are granted, m 
^foresaid^ and bounded on the north, with the dominion of 
Mar}iand; on the east, with the sea; on the south, with 
'Carolina^ with all islands within the said bounds, and within 
ten leagues of the shore, 

Sdly, TitE escheats of .a?l lands^ which shall become 
forfeit to his majesty, his heirs^ or successot^s^ are granted as 
«b6ve said, utider uncertain compositions* x - 

Sdly, The quit t*ents, and other rente, payments> dntios 
and re^rvatrtins, upon any grants of tile premises whatsoa* 
ter, due to his majtsty, are granted to the said lords, gran* 
' tees, ^or the term sfcpve said; to be p«d fn specie, and 
not in commodiiy ; together with the arrearageaof rent to 
their own use> without account ^ since the hMt day of Mayv 
U69. 



llhlf 9 V<HniR granted to- the said lords, their executors Ayytwpig.. 
craflslgns) during the term aforesaid : to grant all lands, not •-— — -b^* 
granted by ^he grovernor, before the date of the demise. 

5tbly, NoMiNA'noB of all sheriffs, surveyors, escheat- 
ors, &c, 

6thly, Present ATioir to all churchesi and to endow thengi 
irith lands, &c. 

f My, DiviDiNo aU the said territory in parishes, coufi>» 
ties, kCf 

Sthly, Tbk making a new seal, for the sealing all grants, 
confirmajtions, &€. of ^11 lands, to be granted by their hor 
Bors, or their deputies, together with power of keeping re- 
gisters or records of all such grants* confirmations. Sec. and 
making all their records of the same for the future void. 

9tjhly, The governor and council of Virginia now, op 
for the time to come are, by the said demist*, forbidden 
to grant any more lands within the said tract and territory 
of Virginia ; with a non obttanfe to all former power, laws^*^ 
instructions, &c, whatsoever, ibrnserly granted to them, ps 
any of them. 

lOthly, The demise being for the term of SI years hath 
yet power of granting lands in fee simple, which being con- 
trary to law, may deceive those who shaH sue out sucl^ 
fpraots, since the foundation of their title, being illegal, they 
may be ousted of their possession, after they have laid out 
their estates, aft^r 4uties upon them \ and consequentlj^ 
ruined. 

These are most of the principal causes in the said demiset 
which we humbly conceive to be contrary to his majesiy'^ 
Service, and destructive to the peace and welfare of that co- 
lony; and do hope the said honorable lords, will consider the 
inconveniencies of it and quit their present grant ; con- 
tenting themselves with another, for the quitrents only, an4 
those to be paid in tobacco, at a reasonable value, since there 
is tiot coin in thi^t country to pay them; which we shall 
willingly agree to, but upon good reascms (too long here 
4o rectite except against all other clauses above mentioned) 
and if what we here ofl[er, be accepted by the said honorable ' 

lords, wc do humMy desire their lordships* speedy answer 
that otlserwise we rtiay proceed upon our instructions froni 
which our respects to their said lordships hath hitherto dift 
f prted us. 

lp)ttr lor<}ship9^ most humble servants; 
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fij the king's most excellent majesty, and tlie rij^ht honor* 

able the lords of his majesty's most honorable pr.vj 

council. 

Wmebeas, Francis Morrison, Thomas Ludwell, and 
Robert Smith, agents for his majesty's colony of Virginia^ 
4^d, by their petition, this day read at the board, humbly re- 
present, that they being employed and instructed by the go- 
Temmentof that country, had formerly peiitkmed their ma- 
jesties for a confirmation of their privileges and properties 
under the great seal of EngUnd, which petition was referred 
tB the lords' committee of plantations, where it was again 
Tery carefully examined, and by some alterations made b^^ 
them reported to his majesty in council, whereupon his 
majesty was pleased to Order in council a bill to be passed 
under the great seal of the same ; that when they came to 
- pass the same there was a slop put to it, but for what reason 
they knew not ; that they long since had sent a copy of ihc 
order of council into Virginia for passing the said bill, beliey* 
jng it to t>e for his majesty's service that the mindfs of his su^ 
jects should be settled there (as speedily as may be), and 
they thereby better encouraged to defend the country against 
the invasion of the Indians, since by that his majesty *s royal 
grant they were secured in their just property in what they 
fought for; and praying his majesty would be graciously 
pleased to direct the lord chancellor to pass the said grant 
under the great seal:, upon full debate of the whole matter 
it was ordered, by his majesty in council, that the right bo^ 
nourable the lord chancellor do cause the said grant fortb^ 
with to pass under the great se^l of England accordingly. 

Mo9t Honorable Gentlemen, 

We have deferred the giving you an account of those p«v 
ceedings in those important affairs you committed to our 
^re and management here till this time, that we ought t9 
send it to you so much the more full and satis|actoi:y to our* 
selves, and we hope to you, since we can with confidence 
and truth afBrm, that we have neglected no time, nor omit' 
ted any opportijnity wherein we could contribute any thing 
toward the obtaining of what you desired, or, we hope, for 
the future security of the liberties and properties of bis ma- 
jesty's subjects of th^t colony, and the further advantage of it ; 
and are confident, that upon comparing what we have obtain^ 
eid to what you gave us in charge, yoyi will find we ha.iQ 



fDTM yeiy 'little thofftof what you desired to be effected, M AwvRVJiix . 
will appear by a copy of the order here inclosed, which car- ^=^==s 
ries in it the body of that charter you may expt-ct, to the 
particulars whereof we shall say thus much, viz. To the first 
Lead it was all we could obtain, since the council here were 
Bounf^atisikd with the proceedings of Ntw Englandi as they 
resolved none else should ever have the title silently, and are 
resolved to re-assume that government into the king's hands^ 
for the fu'ure, the effecting wereof being at the a-inie time 
under their consideration with our petition, gaVe us no small 
^lifficulty in the clearing ourselves from having the same de- 
sires of being independent from the crown. Then, for the 
word commonalty, instead of burgesses, it was put m by ihe 
Icing's counciHn favor of the country, as being more called 
in law ; since, as they affirm, a gram of that nature cannot 
pass to an order of men, whicli, upon the dissolution and d s* 
continuance of an assembly, are not : and tliey urged further, 
that the burgesf>es being the representatives of tnat com- 
jiionalty, had still the advantages of that grant, which they 
were capable of For the nunobstance in the fourth head, 
■which reserves to the parliament here the power of laying 
further impositions upon the commodities, which comes 
from thence, its no more than what they had before, and 
what had not been safe for us to deny, it beiqg the declared 
opinion of the lords here, that more is, or, mdeed, can be 
inferred from the words, 'oa the commodities, which come 
from that country, after it is shipped in the way of trade to 
some part permitted by the laws of England. To the provi- 
sion in the sixth head, it is intended only to' secure the titfes 
x>f those particular men, who in law might have a better title 
than the present possessor. To the bearing of the king's 
power of revoking any law made by the assembly, as is men- 
tioned in the last he-ad, we could not reasonably objiect any 
thing, since it is a power due to him, and thought ht here : 
for otherwise, as the council have affirmed, the king may be 
excluded &om all power thpre, if such an unlimited power 
i)f making laws were allowed us ; and, since our laws made 
there are to be in force until such time as the king shall sig- 
nify his pleasure therein to the contrary, we may be su«e, if 
they are reasonable, they will not be repealed from hence, 
which will be much more ease to the country, tlian by the 
other .way, to be enforced to sue out a confirmation of them, 
in order to which we have every year sent our laws hither to 
be confirmed. Thus we hope we have, to your satisfaction^ 
cleared what might seem dubious lo you, and next we are to 
qff^r up to your coiisideration^ that, in point of the escheatj^ 



Afpendw. we fianrc e^afned more than either what you had befbrC) 6t 
ordered us to ask ; since now, all lands formerry or which 
hereafter shall espheat, are conftrmed at two shillings per 
acre composhiony and we do promise ourselves, that you 
shall esteem it a great honor to that government, as well as 
a convenience, that the governor hath no power to pardon aH 
lesser crimes, and to reprieve for treason and murder For 
*tbe other heads in. the charter, they afe as full to your instruc* 
tions as can be. We are in the next place to inform you, that 
a copy of your agreement with the lord Arlington and the 
lord Culpepper was sent to the governor, but lesi that should 
miscarry, wc send you s^nother, wherem we liope you will 
find it reasonable, that the country shouid abate one hfdf pe^r 
pound in the quit-rents, in lieu of their quitting ail the other 
ruinous clauses in that grant, especially if you consider that 
the right was on their side for the payment of it in money 
according to our patents, and that 6ar inability to pay it so 
would put the disadvantage on our side ; and for the paying 
it in tobacco ad valorem, as it was impracticable by the scve^ 
ral prices of tol^acco, and must have kepi the pec^le at an 
uncertainty what to pay every year ; so we hope it will ap-. 
pear, that taking several sorts, riseg^ and falls of that commo- 
dity, with a likelihood of being still cheaper by the quantities 
mnde, the con»tant standard we have put to it will be thought 
advantageous to the country : we are sure it is thought sO 
here. We shall have some dispute with them about the value 
of the arrears, b,ut what the success we yet know not, but are 
of opinion, after a ye^r or two experience of the value of the 
whole, their lordships will be so weH informed of the value ai 
to afford a better penny worth t\\^x\ now they do for the north* 
cm grant. We find it impractical to comply with your in* 
structions, which enjoined us, first to endeavor the overthrow- 
ing, and, in case of failing, then to purchase all, or as many 
parts of itiis we could ; and in case any of them reftised, then 
to apply ourselves to the king to force them ; all which im- 
plied, that we should first provoke the lords, then come to a 
price with them, which we might be sure would 1>e a great 
deal more than they 6fFered to colonel Smith ; nei?t its being 
without a broad seal hath been overthrown by « paper pjeti- 
tion ; nor could we have arraigned the patent but in the 
king's name, to which we must have had his consent, which 
your more powerful interest would have prevented 2 so that 
upon the whole, you will conclude, that we went more for 
your advantage by the way of purchase, whereby we' have 
made the country I'nany great friends ; and by our moderate 
proceedings with the lords of the other gi*ant, wc have cif? 
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gikged tiiem especially to iavor tht eountrf. Mftny dlhenT Atfehbix. 
wc have made, some with and some without charge. We ' 
have not yet perfected that barg:ain there, starting up a se- 
venth charter, cKiiming under sir Dudley "Wyat; nor settled 
the arrears 6f the Northern Neck ; but now the business of 
the charter hatii passed the king and council, we hope in 
short time to perfect the business of both grants : and so as 
you will believe it money well apent and laid out. We have 
api^ied ourselves to mr. secretary Coventry, who is one of 
the worthiest persons living, in order to securing the go- 
vernment to sir William Berkeley during his life, who was 
hardly to be persuaded but that vrt moved it to the govern r's 
prejudice, as thereby designing to keep him against his good 
liking ; and gave thts reason, that ihe governor was so per- 
fectly well in the king's favor, and that his majesty so loved 
his person, that they all wondered he would go from hence^ 
^here he was last year; but upon our persisting to beg suck 
a mark of the king's ..^vor to him and the country, he very 
readily offered his assistance, though he still thought it un- 
necessary ; so we doubt not good success in it, and then we 
^ink we [lave complied with ail your instructions, according 
to our best diligence and abilities. We have lately rectivtd 
irom the most worthy bishop of Winchester, to whom 
the country hath very great obligations fgiv adsisting^ us 
powerfully in all oor negociatiops, a virulent libel against all 
the planta ions, and Virginia in particular, a copy of which 
we send you, and think it necessary that an answer of it 
)>e directed from you to the archbishop of Canterbury and 
bishop of Winchester, in vindication of your government, 
It is written by Godwin, who sometime served in Mastoa 

Grish> and a copy of it hath been by him given to all the 
^ops in England. We have since seen the feilow, and 
demanded his hand to it ; which he reiuseth, which hath lost 
much of his credit with the bishops, we sliall answer it so here, 
^ we hope to stop the bad consequences ; and on your further 
orders, shall pri>ceed against the inconsiderable wretch as you 
shall think fit, unless in the mean time, we find the bishop satis- 
fied with our answer; we cannot new give you a particular 
account of the money we have expended, nor what we have 
jn bank, some bills being returned, protested ; but shall by 
the next, and do desire, that care may be taken for trans- 
mitting the rest, and a person named, in whose hands the 
t^maindcr shall be, when we have discharged all your or« 
flersy and xht northern grant ; and shall now insist on n<> 
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A^pKNSfx. tnore partfcularS) but to assure you that we are most Hotiored 
gentlemcD) yours and the coutitry's, 

most faithful servants, 

FRANCIS MOHRYSON, 
THOMAS LUDWELI4, 
ROBERT SMITH* 



JMajf it pledae yoUr lorMifii^ 

In obedience to his majesty's order of reference, made? 
in council 23d June last (thereby we aredesiredto consider 
of the contents of the pttition of Francis Morryson,*^ Tho^ 
tnasLudwell, and Robert Snntth, ag:ents for the governor, 
council, and burgesses of the country of Virginia, and report 
our opinions, what we conceive convenient for his majesty 
to grant unto the petitioners) we have perused the papers, 
and proposals that relates to themselves, contained in the pc* 
tition, and upon the consideration of the whole, we are hum- 
bly of opinion, that it will not only be for his majesty's service, 
but tor I he encrease of trade, and growth of the plantations of 
Virginia, if his majesty shall be graciously pleased to gran^ 
and confirm under his great seal of England, unto bis sub* 
jects in Virginia, the particulars following : 

ii That his majesty will enable the^govemor, council^ 
and commonalty of Virginia, to purchase the lands, &c.con« 
tained in the grant to the earl of St.. Albans, lord Culpcppef^ 
&c. and as to that purpose, only to be made a corporation, 
to purchase, and maintiiin the same with a bon obstante to 
of mortmain. 

2 That the inhabitants (his majesty's subjects there) 
may have the immediate dependence upon the crotvir of En- 
gland, under the jurisdiction and rule of such governor at 
his majesty, his heirs, and successors, shall appoint. 

3. That the governor, for the time being, shall reside in 
the country, except his majesty, his heirs, and jpccessors, 
ishall at any time command his attendance in England or 
elsewhere, and then another shall be chosen, as hath been 
formerly u^t d, to continue during the ab^thce of such gover^ 
Doi' ; and in case of the death of any governor, another to be 
chosen, as hath been formerly used, to continue till his ma« 
jesty, his heirs, and successors shall ap|K>int a new governor. 
. 4. That no manner of impositions or taxes shall be laid 
or imposed upon the inhabitants and proprietors thtre, unks^ 
by the common consent of the g*»vemor, council^ and bur* 
gesses, as hatii been heretofore used. 
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0. IThAt ills majesty, his heirs, and successors, will not Apfendix. 
fcr the future, grant any lands in Virginia, under his, or 
their great seal, without being first informed by the govern- 
or and council there for the time beings or some person by 
thetn im powered, wherein such grant will not be prejudici- 
al to plantations there. 

6. That ail lands, now possessed by the several planters 
«nd inhabitants, may be confirmed, and established to them. 

7. That, for the encouragement of such of his majesty's 
subjects as shall, from time to time, go to dwell in the said 
pjantation, there shall be assigned of the lands, (not alrea- 
dy propriated) to every person so coming hither to dweMj 
fifty ncresj according as hath been used, and allowed since 
the first plantation^ 

8. That all land!l, possest by any subject, inhabiting in 
Virginia, which hath escheated, or shall escheat to his ma- 
jesty, may be enjoyed by such inhabitant or possessor, he 
paying two pounds of tobacco composition for every acre, 
which is the rate in that behalf, set by the governor autho- 
rised to do the same by his majesty's instructions. 

9. That the governor, and coiiiicil, or a certain quoruni 
«tthem may be empowered to try all treasons, murders and 
felonies, and other misdemeanors^ provided they proceed in 
such trials as near as may bo to the laws of England. 

10. That the power and authority of a grand assembly} 
consisting of a governor, council, and burgesses, may be 
by his majesty, ratified and confirmed, provided that his 
majesty may, at his pleasure, revoke any law made by them^ 
and that no law, so revoked^ shall after such intimation and 
revocation thereof, from hence be further used or observed. 

All whichi we humbly submit to your lordship's consi- 
deration. 

WILLIAM JONES, 
FRANCIS WININGTON. 
nth October, \67$. 

WE^thc agents of Virginia, having a letter directed fivim 
the governor to the right honorable the lord chan»berlain ot 
his majesty's household, we thought it our duty to t»;o toge* 
ther and present it to his lordship. He having ptrused iti 
told us, he wondered why the country shi>ukl brf more ag# 
grieved tapay him the quit«rents granted by t lie patent than 
to colonel Norwood and toothers, since those rents had nevef 
b^en accounted for into the chequer, but %uU received and 
enjoyed by the treasurers to their own proper uses, Wm 
•Teplied, the country was willing to pay his lardalitp the mi\^ 

Aj^nd. vol. iu f 
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AppiyptJfc. but th«t thct« was Certain clauses m the patent destructive 
*^^ssss**" to his majesty's interests^ and inconsistent to the rights and 
frivileges of the inhabitants of the country, and with that we 
presented him the foregoing paper wherein those clauses were 
insetted. After his lordship bad received and considered it, he 
assured us, thai he never intended to have such regalities vest* 
edin him, and therefore would willingiy surrender the patent ; 
but desired lis to^meet two gentlemtn to receive our reasons 
against it, that be might urge them to my lord Culpepper^ 
iind persuade him to do the same. We accordmgly gave the 
gentlemen a meeting, i^nd at last brought the lord Culpepper, 
with much soliciting, to the following agreement. Butbefijrfe 
we could persuade his lordship to it, the lord chamberlaia 
(as we heard) did most generously in council lay it down at 
his majesty's feet This we thought in justice we Were bound 
tc testify, in justification of that honors^le lord, and subscribe 
it under our hands. 

FRANCIS MORRYSON. 

THOMAS LUDWELL. 

. ATTtNDiHG hh lotdship the lord Artingtoii, the two and 
bventieth day of April, we gave his lordship a prospect of 
the destru^tiveness of the grant made to him arid the lord 
Culpepper, we excepting against all the clauses of the said 
demise, but the paying the quit-rents, and his majesty's 
fX)wer in transferring themoVer; his lordship was pleased' 
to desire, that his secretary and another of his gentlemen 
might meet with us, and come to a conclusion eenceming 
that particular. Which we assented to, and met accordi>ng4)s 
the next day, and that We might not spend our titne in un« 
liecessary treaties, we relumed to his lordship ot^ £aat Qp« 
solution, which is this that follows : 

We, the subscribed agents for the colony of Virginia, out 
of our respects to the right honorable the earl of Arlington, 
lord chamberlain, and out of the sense we have of his honor's 
favor to us, do propose, for a final determination of the dif* 
ferences between his lordship and the lord Culpepper, gran- 
tees m a lease of the whole country of Vii^ima for thirty-<mte 
years.; and as the saitl agents, and for the future peace and 
settlenvent of the said country, that if their said lordshipii 
would vaoi^ i%% saidfdeniise utterly »id to all iiKtents, and 

''take out another for the quit-rents, to be paid in tobacco at 
twelve per cent, whtch" we conceive to be reasond>le, and 
as low as we can submit to, since there is at least as much 
•bove at that rate as there is above it. If this be aocepted we 
Ahall agree to it; provided their lordships will secure ufs 

^er their hoods and honorj that what, we pro[R>8e.^ra 
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ihaS be tSfCtually p^Hm^icH by their lordships. And he* ARPKKPiy^ 
cause our respt^cts to their lordships hath hitherto carried ' - '' 

U& from the putting our instructions in executiony we desire 
we may receive a positive auswer to this proposal by Monday 
ten o'clock, in the morning ; and we are the most earnest ii^ 
this, because we have many eyes upon our proceedings, and 
that we cannot answer a longer, delay to tho^e that sent us 
hither, who are his lordship's 

most humble servants. 

Th£ gentlemen appointed to treat with us by the lord 
Arlington, met at the time appointed by our last paper, ac- 
companied by colonel Norwood, who was then come to town ; 
but we found by discourse the face of things much altered. 
For that proposition qf oui^ which before they thought rea^^ 
ftonable, at taking tobacco at twelve shillings a hundred, they 
waved ; desiring, that ad valorem might be left at large to 
l^e disputed on, and that the next day they would bring us a 
positive answer from their lordships, wht:ther they would 
vacate their present patent and take a new, or justify the le« 
gaiity of the demise in being ; and accordingly they sent a 
paper, subscribed with their lordship's hands, the copy wherof 
is this that follows : 

. Th e gentlemen, entrusted from the aasembly of the colony 
of Virginia, having represented to us, that the mhabitanta 
there have taken umbrage at many clauses in the granta 
inade to us by his majesty, and yet declaring, that they have 
Dot been instructed to. make exceptions to the grant of quit<» 
rents and escheats, other than as to the manner of paying 
them, which they are otherwise ready to pay unto us, accord- 
ing to the said grant ; we have heieby thought fit to assure 
the sai4 gentlemen, that those cl^tuses were admitted only 
for the security of the iiaid quit-rents and escheats, and that 
they being secured to us in manner following, viz. The said 
quit-rents payable in tobacco ad valorem^ and the escheats by 
certain compositions, where tolerable tiUes shall appear, at 
IS limittcd by the acts of assembly in such cases, we are rea^' 
dy to relinquish the other powers and dau^s in the said 
irrant, . 

ARLINGTON, 
NORWOOD. CULl^EPPER. 

April 26, 1674. 

The AnwDtr to their Lord^hifia* P^fier. 
Having received a paper from the right honorable the 
f arl of Arlington and lord Culpepper, in answer to some 
^n^jHMala made by \^ at the lord ArUngtoa's desire) and 
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Appevdix, finding the conditions proposed in the siud paper not answeWi 
~~ ing our said proposals) nor such as we desired, and being too 

ambiguoas for us to assent to, we conceive our further treaty 
with their lordships to be at an end, and we no further oUiged 
to particulars of it ; and therefore must beg their lordahip^ 
pardon if we proceed upon our instructions. 
April 27, 1674, 



J^ Reason of our Dissenting, 
The right honorable the carl of Arlington and the lord 
Culpepper (grantees in a dennise from his majesty to their 
lordships o' the whole country of Virginia, for thirty one 
years) having favored the subscribed, agents for the said 
colony, with an answer to our former proposals, which we 
made to their lordships upon the lord Ariingion'b desire, for 
•vacating the said grant* as contrary to his majesty's service 
and destructive to the peaee and welfare of the colony and 
that their lordships would satisfy themselves with another^ 
lor the quit-rents only to be paid in tobaCco at a reasonable 
value, which term being thought of too e^reat latitudef 
we further expressed ourselves, by proposing twelve per 
cent* as a medium between the two sorts of tobacco made 
in that colony : we do humbly return this our reply to their 
lordships, That we did, and do still say, that we did not dis* 
pute his majesty's right to the quit-rents of that colony, nor 
his pleasure in transferring them, but did propose them to be 
paid, as above said, in tobacco at a reasonable value, which 
we believe twelve per cent, to be, both in respect of the 
price and the settlement of the people, who will knovr 
<rhat they have to pay yeariy. But this, we humb y conceive, 
doth not amount to those words in their lordships* answer^ 
viz. that otherwise we were ready to pay unto their lordshipa 
according to their said grant ; when, if their lordships stiall 
please to consider our said proposals, they will find us abso* 
lutely unwilling to pay any thing upon the said grant, since 
we principally insist upon the utter vacctting thereof, which 
their lordships, in their said answer, no^ promising to do, but 
upon the confirmation of the quit-rents, payable in tobacco 
fid valorem, and the escheats under certain coiuposiiions, ac# 
cording to the laws of the country for colorable titles ; the 
latter of which, viz. the escheats. on*the terms proposed we 
shall not scruple. They are conditions proposed m too ge- 
neral terms for ei her to understand oragree to; and there- 
fore do hnnibly conceive, that unless their lordships , will 
please first, and according to forms used, to*vacate the said 
prant, we can treat no further, but mu?t proceed upon our - 
4l^%tructions, tbfl^t we may no longer defer oiir aecl^itig sui^ 
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ffelief for tho^e who sent us hither, as the exigences and pro- AfPEN^ix. 
cesses of their present condition requiFe. 

Whereas, we have already exprest, by a paper under 
our handsy our intention to part with all clauses in our Vir- 
ghiia grant, that may concern any thing but the quit-rents 
and escheats, which by the said paper were expected should be 
assured to us, payable in the manner herein set down,: we be- 
ing since infornled, from the gentlemen instructed from the 
said colony, that it is not practical to levy the quit-rents other- 
wise than in tobacco, at a settled rate: and whereas, the 
same have been hitherto levied in that manner, (that is to 
say) at the value of two pence per pound, and that they are 
ready to in behalf of that government : that by an act 

•f assembly the said quit-rents should be paid during our 
term, at the rate of three -half pence per pound,, as the mo!)t 
equal rate that can be set ; we think fit hereby to assure tne 
gentlemen, that after the vacating our present patent, and 
passing ji new for the said quit-rents and escheats, which we 
here promise to do, with all convenient speed, we shall rea- 
dily agree to a collateral agreement with tkc said colony for 
the payment of the quit-rents and escheats, in the manner 
by them proposed ; they giving us an assurance, as afore- 
said, that that manner of payment shall be settled by an act 
of assembly within six months after the passing of a new 
patenti and so continued during our term. 

ARLINGTON, 
J. CULPEPPER. 

Heads, which we are commanded in our instructions to pre- 
sent unto his majesty, and humbly to petition him, that» 
by his gracious concession, they may he drawn up into a 
charter for Virginia, with explanatory notes on each head, 
as presented. 

The first head, ...That Virginia may be enabled, by his 
majesty's letters patent, by the name of governor, counci', 
and burgesses, to purchase the lands contained in the nortl - 
em grant of all the lands between the rivers of Rappaliao- 
nock and Potomack, granted to the earl of St. Albans, lord 
Culpepper, &c. and that, when the patentees of that grant 
have assigned over the right arid interest of that patent, that 
then ad full and ample po«ver may be in the governor* coun- 
cil, and burgesses, as was formerly in the patentee, before 
such assignment. 

That we may the better understand, as well by his ma- 
jesty's learned council, (who are by the order of the references 
$o report) as by the right honorable the committee (who, bf 
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Appgwitfg. tlie ume oHer, »re to receive ^ consider it) wt ha^te 
thought it a necessary duty to explain each head presented 
whereby we may take off all suspicion that we intend not 
(whilst we huml>ly petition his majesty^ foL a coErmation, 
of our ju&t rights and privileges) U> obtain «uch a power 
from him as may hereafter justle with the royal prerogative, 
which we have (and shall always) to our utnio^t eud^vors 
assert* 

For the clause of the first heads of ioc;9rporatiog goYemoTii 
•ounciU and burgesses, we do hmby declare^ that no morfr 
Is meant or intended by it, but that the country may be madt 
capable of purchaung two grants, which his majesty bas^ 
been pleased to grant, which otherwise are (and will be) very 
uneasy to the country. But if it may be otherwise eased by % 
compensation from the honorable patentees, and that the* 
grants may be revoked, we shall then most wiUingJy ac«^ 
iquieace, and no iurther insist upon that for an incerporailion. 

And clearer to demonstraie, that bis majesty's interest i% 
ms well aimed at by this purchase as the country's f ase and 
quiet, (which is his majesty's interest toe) weshsOi not desire 
ao great benefits • nd privileges by our assignnaent as the hp^ 
norable patentees do and may by their patents claim i bul 
•hall most willingly assent, and do most bUf^hiy , desire, thai 
all those regalities divested from his majesty, may be again 
invested inhiro* (the quit-rents excepted) which, we hui^ly 
conceive, cannot be re^oned in that number, since they ar^ 
110 other than the fee farm reus, (which have been granted 
here) as those of Virginia, which are transferred to their 
lordships by their patent. 

For the power of granting land, aa well in the Northern 
Neck, which we are to purchase, as in the rest ol the country, 
we desire may be in his majesty's governor and council, as 
formerly impowered thereunto by royal instructions, and 
that the composition for escheats may be there (as it is in 
the rest of the country) left to the governor and council, as 
ordei'ed by his majesty's last instructions to air Wiltiam 
Berkley. 

That if there can he no other way found out to enable n 
community of men to purchase, but (incorporating) a wcwd 
we are by no means in love with, then we humbly desire^ 
that it may be so limited and circumscribed aa to be only 
effectual for purchasing, (the end that we have expressed, 
and intended for it) without which the country must he either 
forced to lie under a burthen, how uneasy soever, or never 
.hope to be reimbursed with any part of the money they are 
io give (with the whole we are *ure they canjM>t) fincethe 



Infterest bf it is itfuch more than the amniat t'enlS) whidi ikcf A ry^wotic. 
in*et<o purchase; ■ ' " « ■ " * 

To conclude! all we have to add to this ^rst head is, that 
tre humhlf hope it will not he thought unreasonable} that the 
coantty should enjoy the quit-rents and compositions for es* 
tlieats of all lands .granted between the rivers of Potomac and 
Rappahannock for ever, as it was gi*anted the said lords and 
their heirs, Sec at the uame value as they have been formody 
paid, or shall hereafter be paid by the rest of the coiintry, 
tince the country must pay so great a sum ibrttie purchase 
nf them, and without which they canhiot part with their mo« 
ney, having no other way to be reimbursed. Wherefore, we 
shall desire,' that after the surrender of the grant by the sard 
ipatentces, that that part only, which concerns the quit-rents 
and escheats, tnayi>e granted by his majesty to the country. 

The second l>e:id....That his majesty will be pleased, in his 
royal grant, to assure the peo^yie, that it is his tnajesty's In- 
tention (as it has been ull his ru^al predecessors', as will ap<* 
pear by ttimy gi acious grants ^d concesskms made to the m) 
that Virginia shaftt have no other dependence^ but <My upon 
the crown of England, now, for thfe fixture, be camonized by 
grant mto parcels, made 40 parttct^r persons ; and for psre- 
▼ention of all surreptitidus grants, that his majesty, for the 
time to come, will be graciously pleased so long to su&|jend 
the passing of such gratms, untfl he be informed by his go- 
Irernor and council there (or some impowered from them 
here) of the fitness or unfitness of them. <^ 

£x¥L AN At ION of the second head: 

We say, and do declare, that we do not Intend, or hope for 
any mtlimUed power to be granted us, or such as may lessen 
his majesty's authority in that country; but on the contraiy, 
that by the said charter we may be assured ^to depend only 
tm the crown, under tijfc protection \* hereof we have always 
esteemed oursetves most secure, and cannot be happy if any 
vays hereafter aliened from it. 

Tus third head....That all land may be assured to the 
present possessors and owners of it. 

E:jri*LANATio» of the third head : 

We humbly conceive, that it will be thought reasonable 
ind tietessary, for the peace and welfare df the country, that 
mi lands granted by their majesty's governor, empowered 
thereunto by roykl instructions,' may be confirmed and 
assured to the present possessors and owners of it, since upon 
confidence of such grants the inhabitants have been encou« 
<raged to lay oat their estates, and employ their indtistry 
^ipon the said several tracts ofland|for the iBiprovemcDt and 
«ika&oeinem^f that cotmtrjF* 
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Appcnddt. Avu since bf experience its founds that the grafting fifty 
*^^~"*— ^ acres of laiid for every person, hath, next lo the blessing of 
God, (and the indulgent care of our most gracious princes) 
been the greatest means of promoting the settlement of that 
. country, and brining it to the present hopefiil condition thai 
now it is in, and from whence arises so great an emolument 
to the crown and kingdom : we therefore humbly pray, that 
the same encouragen»ent may be continued (ks before used) 
to ail adventurers thither. 

The fourth bead....That all lands, which have been held 
in right of administration, acquisition, or other customary 
title, may be assured to the possessors ; though, perhaps, by 
strictness of law, they may be found escheated to his majesty ^ 
which, if it ^hall so happen, that then his majesty's escheatorft 
shall take no more than two pounds of tobacco per acre, as 
is ordtred by governor and council, empowered by Jus ma- 
jesty's last instructions «» make composition for e^icheats. 

Explanation to the fourth head s 

That the governor, instructed by his majesty's last in-* 
fttructions to make compositions for tscheats, and finding bf 
enquiry thereinto, that man? held their land by colorable 
titlesi which, in every deed, for waiit of heirs^ were, by law, 
escheated to his majesty ; yet upon due consideration. of the 
disturbances that must of necessity arise, by ousting so manjr 
fn«ni ti.eir possessions, so long enjoyed and so much im* 
proved by their estates and industry, and that no emolument 
could any ways accrue to tlie crown by regranting such lands 
to strauciers and new adventurers; hp therefore, most pru- 
de* tly, with the advice of the grand assembly, (to avoid all 
such mcoi veriiences) stt and prefixed one general coniposi« 
tion for all lands so held and so escheated, viz. two pounds 
of tobacco pt r acrt- : 'vliich composition we most humbly 
.desire, may be confirmed by his majesty, for the better set- 
thn«: and quietiTig of the mind'- of the present possessors^. 

The fiith head .Though wc shall never presume to no^ 
minate to his majesty a govemor and c^'uncil, or refuse any 
that he shall please to send us, yet we humbly desii'e, that our- 
goverrjor, council, and chief officers may be resident in the 
country : and if it chances the governor's private occasions 
^b>ll draw him thence, (which shall be thought necessary 
either by his majesty here, or four of the council there) that 
then the deputy governor -may be one of the council, and 
uuch as has an estate and intei*est in the country. 

Explanation to the fifth head: . » 

No more is nUcnded, or can be, by this head, but that hit 
majesty may have the better account of the country, when 
4Panaged by a person prmcipally entrusted with it; $md thUt 
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Ws subjects may not be left, in case of the f?overnor*s ab- APFt>JDi3t* 
iience, to bfrangers, who have no interest in the country to ' " 

'be responsible tor any misdemeanors or oppression commit- 
ted there. Nor is this a new or groundless fear sii ce it hath 
been always thus carefully piovided against; as will appear, 
not only by the coifnmission of the present governor, but of 
^11 the former, since the foundation of the government. 

The sixth head....That his majesty will be graciously 
pleased^ in this his grants fully to empower the governor and 
council for Ihfc time being ; or a quorum of them, consisting 
of the governor, and as many of the council as his majesty- 
shall think fit, to hear and determine all treasons, mis 

of treasons, murtlers, and felonies, since the government toe- 
ing so i-ehiote, blight to be armed with all authority and 
power, necessary for the suppressing and punishing ofi^ncolv 
of that nature. 

ExPLANATioiJ to the sixth headi 

No more is desired by this, but that, instead of a commis- 
. sion < f oyer and terminer, (which oath the governor hotr 
hath) there may be a standing power in the charter for the 
governor for the time being, ahd a quorum of the council, 
to hear and determine all criminal causes, and this to pre- 
vent a justi Vehereby such offences would go unpunished. 

The seventh head ^...That there Shall be no tax or impo- 
sition laid un the people of Virginia* biit according to theiti 
former usage, by the grand assembly, and no othei*M^ise. 

Explanation to thesevetith headi 

We therefore, hope, that his majesty and most honorable 
, ioouncil, with our learned referees, will not think us immof- 
dest in htimbly petitioning for this ; especially if they please 
to consider, that both the acquisition and defence of this 
country hath been, for the most part, at the country's charge »: 
and that :he wholes support now, both of governor and go- 
vernment, is defrayed wholly at the people's charge, which 
occasions the annual taxes there to be very high, and will 
not only continue so, but mustj with the growth of the coun- 
try, every year be encreased. 

The eighth head His rtiajesty is humbly desired to con- 
firm, by his royal charter, the authority of the G;rand assenr- 
bly, consisting of governor, council and burgesses. 

Explanation to tlie eighth head t 

This in effect is to pray, that all laws made, or hereafter 
to be ibade for Virginia, may be of force and value, since the 
•legislative power has ever resided in an assembly so quali- 
fied, and by fifty years' experience, has been found a govern- 
-ment more easy to the people* and more advantageoHS to 
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dto crown ; fivy in all that time, there has Bot brcB ofte 1i# 
' coinplaiDed o( as burtbeosome to tbe one, or prejudicial lo 
Ihc prerogaiive of the cnber And though his majesty's go* 
^vcfnor baaerer had a negative voice in the said a&seinl^, jrety 
to express bow far we are from desiring that his majesty 
should any ways be concluded by any laws made, we do hum- 
bly oi&r (that besides the negative voice there) his roajes^ 
shall reserve fuU power here to disannul any law, so that his 
dissent be signified to the governor and council within two 
fears after the enacting of it. And to make this effectual, the 
Jaws shall annually be transmitted, and presented to one of the 
principal secretaries of state, to know his majesty's royd 
jdeasure therein. 

Thus, in all humility and duty, have we presented thi^ 
paper, which contains not any thing in it but what we are 
particularly enjoined to offer by our instructions, and what we 
ourselves know, by long residence there, to be ahsolulely ne- 
cessary for the peace aund quiet of that country, which ui>*. 
^joubtedlyi is. his majesty's chiefest interest to preserve. 



Notes, eitplanatory of some of the heads annexed to the petP 
tion of the Virginian agents, referred to mr. attorney and 
•olicitory with somewhat of answer to some things ob' 
j^cicd. 
First As to the point, whether the Virginiana are hi 

I'eason to be assured nnder his majt^sty's great seal, that thcf 

shaU not be taxed without their own consent. 

1. It is humbly conceived, that if his majesty deduce a 
colony of Englishmen by their own consent, (or otherwise he 
^cannot) or license or permit one to be deduced) to plant an 
uncultivated part of the world, such planters and tbeir beiiy 
ought ta enjoy by law, in such plantation, the same liberties 
and privileges as Elnglishmen in England ; such, plantation 
being but in nature of an e^Uenaioo or dilatation f^ the realm 
of hngland. 

2. King Jiames did, by ,the charter to the treasurer and 
company, declare, that their posterity and descendants bom 
in Viri^inia should be taken as natural born subjects of Eng- 
land, (as, in truth, without any declaration or gc^nt, they 
ought hy law to be) ; which charV(?i> aJthoMgh for tbe mis- 
givemment of tbe company it were demanded in a quo wor- 
nzn/o, yet did the said king forthwith promise and declare^ 
that a charter should be renewed with theform^ privileges 
to the planters, at whose insiaooeandfor wh^^ as^ the $aU 
charter was called in. 



t. NeiiiOTWr histnajestyy noraiiyof bis «KJC9ltH%'orp«?» Ar^Tspix, 
ifccessors, have ever offered to rmpose any tax upon thi» plunr ^ 

Uition, without the consent^ hi^ subjects there. 

4^ Nor upon any o^her piantation, howeverso much ksv 
deserving of, or considerable to his crowii, New^England, Ma- 
ryland, Barbadoes, Sec. are not taxed but of their own consent. 

5. As^ tor th'ir land, the Virginians are freeholders inr 
comnnon* as of the manor of East-Greenwich. 

6 TmciR goods, the product of theii industry and of their 
servants, being the principal part of their estates, (in re. pect 
v? hereof their lands are of considerable value) yield to the 
king in his qustoms at least one hundred thpiwand potrndi 
per annuo). 

7. The acquisition and defence of the country, wag, and 
is by the blood and treasm^ of the former, aiid present piany 
ters apd scaters, never costing the crown of England any 
thing in all their wars. 

8. TifEiR taxes already are, and must continue high up-? 
on them for the mahitenance and support of the government, 
execution of laws and justice, and defence^ and ornament of 
the country, erecting and endowing of churches^ mainten- 
ance, ministers of English ordination, doctrine and liturgy ; 
building and forniture, of forts, bridges, ships of war, towns, 
•fee. ........... 

9. T»£iftcotirse of taxing (which is ever only p. poH)«hew-' 
cth how far the perspnal industry of the people, is and ough^ 
tb be valued above their iands and stocks« 

10. Tub petitioners have an express charge to insist on^ 
this particular^ and since they find their right herein to be 
questioned, they find it necessary to have this particular 
cleared, and the referrees herein wisfied before they prey 
ceed to any otlter. 

Secondly As to the desii'ed' ^corpowition whereby* as 

is objected, the petitioners seek to have the whole country 
incorporatedi. 

The end and design of the Virginians herein, b to be 
enabled to purchase the northern patent, granted to the earj^ 
of St. Albans and others, for which^ and with, whom their 
agents have contracted ; which if they may have the bene- 
fits of the country, the quit-rent and escheats are grant* 
od to the said eurl and his c< *granters by that patent arid' 
thtt royalties, franchises, and things granted by the same 
patent, and by the letters, patent to the earl of Arling- 
ton and lord Culpeper, may be restored to the crown and 
the country, be assured by a charter of perpetual immedir 
ate dependance on the crowjt, (divers times promised by 
^iag tJharleetfee first) and that they shall not be charged ov 



AFPg ypix, taved but by their cmn consent (which they know to be Im 
'^ T volvtd in the parliament on England) and so as they may be 

among them a standing commission of oyer and terminer foic 
ininistration of justice in crown causes according to^the law 
of En^laad. The petitioners are not further solicitous touch- 
ing the farming, pr naming the incorporation, or touching 
%ny thing thereto relating ^hich the leferrees shJ^l appre- 
hend to t>e offensive, or liable to exception, pjr derogatory, 
to prerogative or inconvenient to the cfown. 

THjRDLT..i..As tp the Virginians having that which will 
look like a parliament. It is desired the referrccs will be 
pleased to consider that no alteration of the present Vir^ni- 
an government is at all desired, but earnestly that the same 
may be assured to be enjoyed* and may bo established and con- 
firmed by his majesty's charter, the government having been 
Ibund by fifty years experience to be naturally commodious 
•nd beneficial to the people, and in an humble s\]\bord\n itioa 
representing and agreeing with Uie English monarchy, be- 
ing constituted by letters patents of ht$ ipajesty's ances- 
tors and by their com missionst and instructions to tiiesucces- 
siv e governors for all said time past since the filing in of the 
said charter to the tr^easurer and company of a governor, 
council and burgesses, making up the grand assembly which 
hath. power to make laws correspondent as near as may be to 
the laws of Englatid, and the governor . having a negative 
voice, which power of the grand assembly, and the govern- 
or, the petitioners desire to have confirmed^ saving always, 
to his majesty the power to annul any such laws within two 
years after the making ; in the mean time is to be valid. 

Fourthly As to the objection from the example of, 

New-England. • • - ... 

It is humbly answered that no desobedience of that plan- 
tation ought to cause apprehension of the same in Yirgiida, 
whose people steer a quite contrary course from them, for 
they endeavored as much as they could to sever themselves^ 
from the crown ; whereas the chief desire of the petitioners 
is to be assured of the perpetual immediate dependence^ 
thereon . . 

They discover anti-monarchal principals in afFection of re- 
publican form of government, distinct and independent from 
the policy of England. But the petitioners are, and ever, 
have been heartily affectionate and loyal to the monarchy of 
Englc\nd, and under that to their present government of Vifi. 
ginia, constituted as they humbly conceive in imitation of it. 

They have obtained power of chusing thejr governor. 
But the petitioners would not have that ' power, but desire, 
^icirgov'r. may be frorp time to time appointed by the King^ 
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The Nfew-Englanders imateinc great felicity in their form ApyEKPix^. 
of government, civil an4 ecclesiastical, under which they - 
?ire trained up to disobedience to ihe crown and church of 
England, but the Virginians would tiunk themselves very- 
unhappy to be obliged to accept of, and live under a govern- 
ment 80 constituted, alllio' they mij2:ht therewith enjoy all 
the liberties and privileges the New-Enu:landers do, or what- 
soever greater they might be put in hopes of. 

And since the agents of that country have p^rescnted no 
head to be inserted into a charter (but what titeir instructions 
f^ommands, and they themselves know most necessary for 
his majesty's interest there, and the peace and quiet ol that 
country) it is therefore humbly desired on the behallof them- 
selves and that country, that if any thing shall appear not 
so clear and conducing to those ends as is intended, that then 
tlie learned referrees will be pleased to hear then by their 
(^ouncil before they make and give in thtir report, which may 
ptherwise conclude them in some necessary point that thcjr 
^pi^st; be forced to ii>sist ap. 



M98$ honored gentlemen^ 

We hflvc since the writing of that above, applied ourselves 
to the lord Chamberlain to desire him, now the court is at 
leisure to take out a new grant for the quitrentsand escheats 
according to our agreement, but he desired a meeting where 
€ol. Norwood and the lord Culpeper might be present, which 
yet hath not been effected, and proposed the purchasing it, 
that the grant might pass in the country's name, which we 
did not agree to, but desired that their lordships' might first 
ascertain ihe'rr grant, and then if they would set a reasona- 
ble value upon it ; we would advise yoii of it, and follow such 
instructions as you should give us therein, but while matters 
are of this uncertainty, we desii^e you to consider the inclos- 
ed copy of their agreements with us, and then you will be 
best able to judge whether the country can safely pay any 
rent upon that grant, which they engage to surrender, or 
vipon col. Norwood's patent, which he hath upon a collateral 
agreement with them given up into your hands : we think 
fit further to advise yoi|, that the country hath been obliged 
to Henry Chickeley, whose letter to his brother hath taken 
him of hitherto from opposing his interests against our pix>- 
ceedings, and we hope he ever will be a friend to the coun- 
try, and therefore we suppose you jprii according to your 
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WsntKAS, bis majestf has been graciously pfeased bf 
liis letterSy pateiMs« undef the great seal of England, to ht^ 
▼or tisy Hcftrjr earl of St. Albans, Joho^ Beritekjr, »ir Jaat. 
l^rton, assi^ee of sir W n. Morton, decc€»ec^ and rar. 
Trethjwy, bc^ng ander tbe title of Raipb lord Hopton^ 
with a grant of all that entire tract of land Ijmg between the 
two rivers of Rappahannock and Potomac in Vir^nia, to- 
gether with the rivers thenfiseives and all islands within the 
said rivers under such conditions and reservations as are at 
large cxprest in the said letters patents : and whereas Tho* 
mas lord Culpeper, and Alexander Culpeper, esquire, by a 
collateral agreement with ust do bold two sixth parts of the 
saiid grant, we do hereby declare^ consents and agree tOy 
asKi with the said agents, col. Francis Morryson, Tlioraa» 
Resi^ation Ludwell, secretary of Virginia aforesaid, amd coL Robere 
of N r liem Smith, that we wifl so soon as his majesty shall by incorpo- 
Neck to fating that country put them, in a condition of purchasing^ 
irgima. ^^^ lights; accept of the several sums of money proposed 
to us by the said agents, viz. four himdred pcmnds each per-^ 
son conct^rned in the said grants, and that in coBsidevatiov 
of those said sums, we will resign all our several- rights>^ 
titles, interests in the said grant unto the said corporatioii 
for ever. 

In wiTtfsss whereof, we hare hereunto let oar haium 
and seals this 20th day of >biy> 1^5. 



H. ALBAN, 
THOS. GULPEFER^ 
^OiTN B£R&£L£Y. 



Bts highness Prince Rupert* £arl of Ei^exi 
(Lord Keeper, Earl of Craven, 

Lord Treasurer, Earl of Carbeary , 

JLord Privy aeal, Viscount Faiiconbcrg^ 

iDuke of Albermarle, Vi xount H^ilirax, 

Duke of Monmouth, Viscount Newport, 

Earl of Bridgcwater, Mr. Secretary Coventry^ 

Earl of Northampton, Mr. Secretary WiHiaYticoB, 

Earl of Peterboroughj Mr. Chancellor of the Dutphy. 

WoHEREAB the right honorable the lords of the committee 
for foreign pkntaiiona, did this day present to his majesty 
an council, a report touching a grant to be passed to his fB»» 
jesty's subjects in Virginia, in the woi*ds foiiowing : 

IWby iffilease your majcBty^ 

The petition of Thomas Morry^jon, Thomas Ludwrii, 
jftnd Robert Smith, agents for the governor, Council and bur- 
igesses of the country of Virginia and territory of Aocomac, 
iy your n^ajesty's most graciour order, in council, of the 2Sd 
of June. last passed, referred to your majesty's attorney and 
-solicitor general, who were to coosidcr thereof as also of a 
-paper annexed, containing more fully the heads of what 
ithey humbly proposed, and then to report unto us their 
opinion on the same as to the conveniency thereof in respect 
)to your majesty's service, and we having seen and examin- 
jed the said report, bearing date the 12th instant ; are upon 
the whole matter humbly of opinion that it will not only be 
for your majesty's service, but for the increase of the trade 
und growth of the plantations of Virginia; if your majes- 
ty shall be pleased to grant and confirm under your great 
ifeal of England unto your subjects of Virginia the particu- 
lars following, as of your majesty's Itee grace and goodness 
^o them. 

I. That your ma-jesty will enable the govemw, counciff 
and commonalty of Virginia, to purchase the hinds, &c. con- 
tained in the grant to the eari of St. A&an, lord Culpeper 
©nd others, and as to that purpose, only to be made a corpo- 
ration, to purchase and retam the samit with a non obstance 
^ ih^ $jtiitute of martman* 



AttwwDJX , S. ThAt the inhabitaots, ym>r tnaj^sty^s siibjects thet^ 
^^^■"■■** may have their im mediate dcpcndeiice upon the crown of En* 
fflund, unckrthe jurisdiclion and rule of such governor as 
your majcstyv your heirsi and successors, shall appoint. 

3. That the governor, for the time Ixing, shall be resi- 
dent in the country, except your .majesty, your heirs, and 
successors, shall at any. time command his attendance in 
England or elsewhere, in wliich case a deputy shall be cho- 
sen, .to constitute during the absence of such governor, in 
manner as hath been tormerly used, MmKss your majesty 
shall please to nominate the deputy f who is to be one of the 
council ; but if any governor happen lo die, then another to 
be chosen as halh formerly been used, to contimie till your 
majesty, your heirs, and suqcessorsi shall appoint a new 
governor. 

4. That na manner of impositions or tares shall be laid 
or imposed upon the inhabi traits or ptoprtetora tbferc, but 
by commcn consent of the governor, council, and burgcssc^ 

-as hath been heretofore use*), provided that this concession 
be no bar lo any imposition that may be laid by act of par- 
liament here, on the commodities which come from that 
country. 

5- That your majesty, yolir heirs, and successors, will 
not for the future g^rani any lands in Virginia under your 
great seal, without first being informed by the govemw and 
council there for the time bemg, or some person by them 
inipowere^', whether such grant will not be prejudicial to the 
plantations there 

6. That all lands now possessed by the planters or inha- 
bitants, mav be confirmtd and established to them, provid- 
ed it alter not the property of any particular maw's interest 
in any lamls there. 

7. That for the encouragement of such of your majesty's 
subjects as shall from time to time go to dwell in the same 
plantation, there shall be assigned out of the lands (not al- 
ready appropriated) toevery p< rson so coming thither to dwell, 
fitly acres according as hath been used and allowed since the 
first plantation. 

8. That -all lands possessed by any subject inhabiting ia 
Virginia, which haVe escheated and shall escheat to your ma- 
jesty, may be eiljoyed by such inhabitant or possessor, he 
paying two pounds of tobacco compositioti for every acre 
which is the rate in that behalf, set by the governor authori- 
sed to do the same by your itiajesty's instructions. 

9. That the governor and council, or certain quorum of 
them may be iiripowered to t^y all treasons, niUrders, felo- 
nies, and other mibdemeanurs; provided they proceed as neiff 
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^^inajr be (in those trials) to the laws of England, tlhie go* Xripfybii. 
:Wnqr to have power to pardon, all crimes, unless murder 
aod treasion» and in thesetif he seeotcasion to give reprieve 
^uptil he shall have laid the state of the fact before your ma- 
jesty) and receive your royal determination therein. 
, . JO. TpAT the power and authority of the grand assembly 
consisting of governor, council, and burgesses, may be by 
your majesty ratified and confirmed, provided that your ma- 
jesty may at your pleasure revoke any law made by them^ 
«nd thatno law so revoked, shall after such revocation and 
intimation thereof^ from hence be fuither used or observed. 

All which is humbly submitted 

to your majesty's delerminatickiS 
Council chamber, 19th > 
November- 1675. 3 

iHis majesty having considered the said report, and being 
gracimisly inclined to favor his said subjects of Virginia, ana 
give them all due encouragement, hath thought fit to ap^ 
prove and confirm the same, and mr. attorney general, and 
inr solic'.tor general, are hereby required to prepare a bill 
ifor hi& majesty's signature in order to the passing of letters 
patents for the grand settlement, and conflrmatton of all 
things according to the direction of the said report, but par- 
ing the words and manner of ejcpressing, so as may be most 
suitable to the form of law in such cases accustomed| and 
tfo the petitioners relief. 

March lOj 1675-6.' 
Sir, 

, Being unwilling to tmuble mr. secretary Coventry agaiA 
after having been so fa^toi^ably, and so often admitted io in- 
form him of the state of that country, wliich sent us hither, 
and yet considering that to-morrow nif^ht our busijiess may 
be likely to receive such a check as may be fatal to it, we arp 
necessitated to desire you before that lime comes to Rnd « 
fit opportunity to, represent to his honor, that the counirf 
now in question hath such merits by his loyalty, conformity 
and utility, to the crbwn and nation as may justly claim a 
more- than ordinary care for its preservation, that it has as 
just; a right to most of the heads granted us, and can be de* 
rived iirofh the gracious and royal promises of afl «ir Prin- 
ODS «ince the' first seating ithaf this country hath upon its 
cpnfidenoeof a continued jyiiHigi t ion from ilie ciown, frrely 

liazarded themselveS|ifAd employed their estates and indu»> 
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tries far ttie advaticeiiitnt of the plantation to its present 
hopefiil coodititioD, and couM still have cheeriiilly persisted 
90 to do, bad they not found themselves unexpectedly bro't 
vaderthe seveiv conditions of two grants which seemed a}- 
inost wholly to separate them from the crown, to avoid which 
they employed us as their agents, to endeavor the removal 
of those grants under which they could not prosper ; and 
humbly to address ourselves unto his majesty, for such gra« 
cious concessions to pass under the broad seal, as might ren« 
der them for the future unseparably affixt to the crown, and 
fiettle them to those just rights and privileges as were their 
due whilst they lived in England, and which they humbly 
nope that they have not lost by removing themselves into a 
country where they hazarded their lives and fortunes, so 
much more to the advantage of the crown and kingdom, thaiv 
to their own ; all which being contained in our pethiattf and 
the heads annexed, and presented to his majesty in council, 
it was referred to the lords' committee for plantations, who 
(out of their great care, that a business of so high concern- 
ment between the King and his subjects might not pass 
slightly) referred the full consideration of the whole matter 
to his majesty's learned council ; in the law the attorney 
and solicitor general^ who with much care and pains for 
above a month*s time examined us and our cause, and upon the 
whole drew up and signed their report, which was present* 
ed to the lords committee of plantations, who upon a second 
examination, and expence of much time and pains upon it 
were pteased with altenng some things, and taking others 
from US to pass their lordships' report to the King and coun- 
cil, where it passed nemine contradicente by his majesty and 
a fall board, amongst whom were all the great ministers of 
state, present into an order which we with joy soon sent in 
to the country, together with an account of the hopeful w:xy 
we were in to end all their aiiairs her*, to their present con- 
tent and future security, thereby to free them from that con- 
sternation which was upon them ; but when we had brought 
^at his majesty's gracious grant, approved on by his most 
nonorable privy council (after, it had passed so many strict 
examinations to the great seal) we find it stopped there, which 
grieves and amazes us the more for that we cannot find, for 
what cause; we therefore again earnestly desire you torei 
commend to his honor, that he will be pleased to represent 
to the consideration of those lords, who may be the oppo- 
sersof tht& grant, the merits of ihe country, and the hazard 
it is at present In whilst thpy are in anxious tbubts of theur 
condition from hence, and hotl^ invaded by the Indians i 
wUhin how detriinental it will be to th^venue of the crowa 
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and nation if their fears be not allayed and conditkxi settled Appendix. 
«o as may keep them from goin^ to places of more litierty, m i i wp 
or to return to their ancient privileges in England, and so 
leave that country too weak to defend itself, and that his ho« y 
nor will be pleased to consider that having sent the order in^ 
to the country, we as agents cannot conclude the country 
by receiving less than what was formerly granted us, and if 
his honor pleaseth to propose that if the stop be not remov- 
ed any otherwise, that the business may be again debated 
before his majesty and most honorable council, where the 
King's council may be present, and as many of Che lords 
committee for plantations, as may be to give their reason* 
for their reports which we humbly hope will be the expedi« 
ent to remove all scruples, and do moat heartily pray it may 
because we are well assured it is for his majesty's service, 
and the very being of that oldest and best plantation that ever 
>vent from hence. 
Sir, 

We will trouble you no Rirther, but once more 
to recommend these particulars, to your care, 
that his honor be acquainted with them as com?' 
jingfrom, 

S^R, 

Your moajt humble servant^. 



The Kings^ moat sacred majesty. 

Francia Morryson, TUomaa Lutlwell, and Robert 
Smith, agents for our majesty's colony of Vii-gmia, 
In all huTrJlUy do finiunt^ 

That your majesLy*3 petitioners being employed, and in- 
structed from the government of that colony, moat humbly to 
petition your majesty for a confirmation of their just privileges 
iin d prope rti es u nd e r t he f^rea t se a I of En %\ and* d id (about ni n* 
months since) accord ingiy present their humble petition to 
your majesty, together with such heads anneiced to it ui 
they weve charged to seek ivoxw your majesty's Princely ft* 
vor, which petition with the whole matter of it and Ihehcadi 
were referred by the lords of your majesty's pi ivy counctt 
to the ri^ln honorable the cooimiitee for plantationii and 
from thence to your majesty's council learned in the law, 
(mr. aitomeyj atid mr. solicitor geneml) toexamuieus and 
our case, who after much time, care and pains spent hi 
searching into the present uncertsiin and diatracted condition 
of the country^ and thts rc^soaabknesa of their humhle re-- 
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AppKyprx. quest and every part andbranch'of it andconsideringhowmucK 
' - - ". ii. would be for your majesty's aervioe, that your subjects, 

there, should be by your royal grace and favor, secured in 
those lights which are common to the rest of your subjects^ 
and revive such other favorable concessions from your ma- 
jesty as might reasonably tend to the future encouragement 
of that plantation (from whence comes so many and great 
advant ages to your majesty, apd this your kingdom of En- 
gland) did draw up in their report so much as they thought 
might be justly and reasonably granted tliem> which being, 
given in to the righthonorable the committee for plantations^ 
it. was by those l^orable persons aguin very carefully ex- 
amined, and with some alterations was from their lordships 
reported, to your majesty in council, where (at a full boatd 
and all your majesty's great ministers of state present) your 
majesty wii» most graciously pleased (out of that Princely* 
justice and gopdViess, which you constantly extend Co all your 
subjects) to pass their lordships' report into an order for a 
bill to be passed under your great seal, but so it is, may it 
please your majesty, that after we had brought it to tbelgreat 
seal we found it stopt there (though we can by no means find 
the cause) which very much afflicts your petitioners, and 
she rather for that they sent a copy of the said orders long 
since into t;he country, as believing it to be for your majesty's 
tervice, that the minds of jrour subjects theEe should (as 
speedily as might be) be settled, and by the receiving so 
great an evidence of your majesty's royal favor towards them, 
they might be the more encouraged to defend the country 
against the present invasion of the Indians ; since by that 
royal grant, they were secured of their just property in what 
they fought for : wherefore we do in behalf of ourselves and 
them, most humbly cast ourselves at your majesty's feet,, 
praying tor an order to the right honorable the lord chancel- 
lor to pass the said grant under the great seal, that your 
jm subjccU there may not fait from those hopes, the copy of 

Mr ^^ ^^t grant hi*ih given them, nor be discouraged for the future 
^ -*™ to hazard themselves and their estates for the future improve-^ 
iiyjjit, advancement, and security pf that plantation, by find-^ 
in^Oitmselves unfortunately deprived ot that grace and fa- 
VDr which your miajesty hath and doth still extend to all youp 
other subjects, 
'i 
Atid they shall for ever most bumbly and heartily 



^r«y iq|J^ur m^ye^y's long and happy reig^n. 
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CHARTER. 

€HARLES the second, &c. to all to whom ftese presents 
shall come, greeting ; ^ 

KNOW ye that we of our especial grace, certain know- 
ledge and meer motion, have declared and granted, and by 
these presents, do for us, our heirs, and successors, declare 
and grant, that all the subjects of us, oir heirs, and succes- 
sors, from timfe to time inhabiting wVifiin our colony, and 
plantation of Virginia, shall Have their immediate depen- 
dance upon the crown of England, under the rule and ^o^ 
vernnient of such goveraor or governors, as we our heirs^ 
and succt;ssors, shall from lime to time appomt in that 
behalf, and of or upon no other person or persons whatsoe- 
ver ; and further that the governor for the time being, shall 
be resident in that country, except we our heirs, and succes- 
sors, shall at any time demand his attendance in England 
or elsewhere, in which case a deputy shall b& chosen to con- 
tinue during the governor's absence' in manner a&hath iojr- 
merly been used, unless we, our heirs^ and successocs, 
shall think fit to nomihate such deputy, and further, if any 
governor shall happen to die, then another governor shall 
and may be chosen as hath been formerly used, to continue 
until we, our heirs, and successors, shall appoint a new govern- 
or ; and moreover, that all lands now possessed by the se- 
veral and respective planters or inhabitants of Virginia, are 
and shall be confirmed and established to them and their 
heirs for ever, where the property of any particular man's 
jtUi^rcst in any kiid there, shall nol be aUcivtl uy pre]udict:d 
by reason thereof, and our larthi-r will atiti pkusurt; is, and 
■we \\t^V{thy of our further grace and iiivar, declare mid grant 
that ioi" the ciJCDuragemt^nt of such ovir subjects as shall 
fram time lo time go to dwell in the said plamauoii, there 
shall be assl^jiccl out of tiie buds (not already apprt>pnated) 
to t^vciy pt^ison so cominj^ to dwell, filly acres ajccoidiiig as 
\\i\i\\ been Uiicd and allowed since the hist plantation, tob*; 
held of us, our heirs, and sus^essorSj as of our manor of 
Eust Greenwich in our county of Ktnt, in free and cpminoti 
socca^e ; and furtUur that all lands po^scfsscd by ixuy sub- 
ject inhabiting in Virjjiuia, which escheated orsfiall escheat 
to us, our heirs, and successor^), shaJl and rtiay be enjuytej 
by such inhabitant 01 posseKsur, liis heir^^ and assigns for 
ever, paymj^ two pountU of tobacco compoiiiLion for every 
Hcre which is ihe rate set by our (governor iicojidlft^ to<;ur 
insLructiona lo hiijn in that iheii' governor and fJuUneil for rhc 
tiniebeini^, and i*? the abs^juce of the governor ilm dtjnay 
governor and coudclHuej oruiiy Eve or inor*; of Ul&in{whijrtof 
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Appgypix. the governor or his deputy to be always one) shall and here* 
by hath full power and authority to hear and determine all 
murders, trea3ons> felonies, and other offences, committed 
or done within the said government so as they proceed there- 
in as near as may be according to the laws and statutes of 
this our kingdom of England ; and lastly^ know ye that we 
being of our royal goodness, graciously inclined to favor the 
subjects of us, our heirs, and successors, which now do, or 
hereafter shall inhabit in the said country of Virginia, andl 
to give the more liberal and ample encouragement to plan^ 
tations there, do hereby declare our royal wilt and pleasure 
to be, that all and every clause, article, and sentence in 
tliese our letters patents contained, shall be from time to 
time, forever hereafter as often as any ambiguity, doubt, or 
question, shall or may happen to arise thereupon be expound^ 
cd, construed, deemed or taken to he by us meant and in- 
tended and shall £ and take effect in the most benefit 
cial and evatlable sense to all intents and purposes, for the 
benefit and advantage of the subjects of us, our heirs, and 
Buccefisors of Virginia afoi^esaid, as well against us, our 
' heirs, and successors, as against all and every other person 
and persons whatsoever, any law, custom, statute or usag^ 
to the contrary thereof in any. wise notwithstanding. 

IN .WITNESS, &c. WITNESS ourself at AVestmin^ 
ster the tenth day of October, anno regpi regis Car- 
oil secundi vicessimo octavo. 

Peripaem Regem. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME- 








DATE DUE 



"i-^ysi 








l2-/5--n 








VtpiM 








'M2ifc 


} 












































































































I 


- 








•AYLOIIO 






PMIMTSOIMU.S A 



PX 000 301 b*l7 




TJ 



in 

r f 



